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YOUR WORDS NEEDED
Do you have a story to tell about your adventures with your BMW? Do you have 
some tech advice to share? Do you want the BMW world to know about your last 
high performance driving event? We want to hear your voice. We are looking for 
content for the Zündfulge and for our website blogs. Please submit your story ideas 
to zundfolge@bmwpugetsound.com.

June 2 
Burgers and BMWs. Triple XXX Root Beer 
Drive-In.

June 29–30 
E30 Picnic Weekend. Start making your 
plans now.

July 28 
Concours d’Elegance. This is a tentative 
date for the 33rd annual Concours d’Elegance.

August 19–24 
BMW CCA Oktoberfest at Laguna Seca.  
Save the date. Keep your eye on future issues  
for details of this event. This will start the day 
after the Monterey Historic Races at Laguna.

2013 Zundfolge Schedule

There will be six issues of the Zundfolge  
in 2013. Expect them on or before:
February 1, April 1, May 1, July 1,  
September 1, and November 1.
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ON THE COVER:  
The BMW Zagato coupe.

Photo by BMW Press.

in the world! At National level events, 
your score is a combination of two days 
of driving on two different courses. 
You get three attempts on each course 
and they combine your best times from 
each course for your total score. There 
is no pre-driving, but you can walk the 
course beforehand. Whoever has the 
fastest total time takes home the win. In 
2010, I went as a “tire warmer” driving a 
friend’s Nissan GT-R in the Super Sport 
Ladies class. I think it gave me a face lift 
when I shifted into third gear; they are 
surprisingly nimble despite their weight. 
I did a great job as a tire warmer, but 
not as well as a competitor and came in 
last place. It was a fantastic experience, 
a lot of fun, and made me realize that 
I had a long way to go to really be a 
competitive driver. 
 Upon coming home, I was able to 
convince Chris that we should both 
go to Lincoln in 2011 and build our 
most recent vehicle purchase, a 2006 
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Winning a National Championship

This is The lasT PresidenT’s message 
that I’ll be writing as my term comes 
to an end in December. I’m looking 
forward to continuing to serve the Club 
in a different capacity next year. It has 
been a great experience as the President 
the last two years. It has given me an  
opportunity to lead a great Club, appre-
ciate the commitment of the members, 
and to develop and grow in new ways. 
I was much honored to serve with a 
great board of directors and tremendous 
volunteers. Some of the board members 
suggested that for my last column, that 
rather than going into how great the 
Club is and how we need you to join us 
and volunteer to make it even better 
(contact me if you want to get more 
engaged at president@bmwpugetsound.
com), that I share my adventures in  
autocross over the last couple of years. 
 If you didn’t already know or guess 
from my other articles, I am very active  
in the local autocross community, where 
my husband Chris and I have competed 
for the last seven years in a variety of 
cars including a 2000 BMW 540, my 
2002 M Coupe and my daily driver 
MINI Cooper. Over the last three years 
I’ve been able to travel to Lincoln, 
Nebraska to compete in the SCCA Solo 
National Championship Competition 
where over 1,200 drivers compete, the 
largest competitor motorsports event 

Mitsubishi Evolution, for a street tire 
class (STU) that allowed some, mostly 
suspension modification allowances (it 
really wasn’t that hard to convince Chris 
to spend a bunch of money preparing a  
racecar). I learned a tremendous amount  
in 2011; about the dynamics of suspension,  
tires, how to get more power through 
bolt-ons and engine tuning, and that 
Mitsubishi’s are pretty ugly with very 
poor interior quality, but super fun to 
drive. We headed to Lincoln, Nebraska 
in August, this time with our own  
co-drivers, Kit and Jessy. The temps 
were in the 100s and we made a poor 
tire choice on day one. I was so nervous, 
more so since I was driving my own 
car, and I was very frustrated with my 
performance. My co-driver and I were in 
8th and 9th place in a class of ten after 
day one. I was not having fun, especially 
after a local season of being pretty 
competitive. Day two, we swapped to 
different tires, which helped; so did 
our attitude adjustment of “we’ve got 
nothing to lose.” Our guys (pit crew), 
filled a weed sprayer with ice water and 
kept the car, tires and us cool between 
our runs. Both Jessy and I had a much 
better day two, but it wasn’t enough to 
even get close to the lead. I moved up 
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President’s Message

Continued on Page 4
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to 6th and she moved up to 8th. Our 
guys, Chris and Kit, had a pretty similar 
experience and were out of trophies as 
well. Needless to say, it was a long, 1,600 
plus mile, drive home.
 2012 came around and we had a few 
things we could still do to the car (which 
we did of course), but after realizing the  
level of competition, I knew what I really  
needed to work on was me. We attended 
a ton of events; we started using our 
GoPro and became data testers for an 
android based data acquisition system 
so we could better analyze our runs.  
We had faster drivers co-drive with us  
so we could see what they were doing 
differently. Personally, I did a lot of 

reading about driving technique, adult 
learning, mental imagery and mental  
preparation for racing events. The 
Friday before we left for Lincoln, I was 
lucky to participate in the BMW Club 
high performance driving event at the 
Ridge, where I received some excellent 
instruction. 
 As we rolled into Lincoln, without 
co-drivers this time, I came in with a 
totally different mindset than the year 
before—Drive Fun, Have Fast! I had no 
expectation besides having a good time, 
gaining more experience and doing the 
best I could. I was picked from an online 
poll of competitors to take third place 
so no one else had expectations of me  
to win either. We got there a couple of 
days early so had time to mingle with 
some friends, and do some test and tune 
on the very grippy concrete surface 
to get the car set-up a little stiffer and 
the tire pressures dialed in. I was able 
to attend a luncheon where the SCCA 
honored women in racing; over 150 
women were there! 

 Day one of competition rolls around. 
Chris had a rough morning and the STU 
class was led by a BMW M3. I think it 
was the first time ever that a non-rally 
car held a lead since the class inception. 
It’s hot and I run in the very last group 
of the day; luckily the BMW M3 doesn’t 
have a female driver. While waiting for 
racing to start, I sit in the car and run 
through the course in my head; I try to 
move around in the seat to feel what 
I will be doing as the car transitions, I 
smile as I anticipate a little oversteer 
and flooring the gas pedal, letting the 
AWD pull me out of it. Now it’s time. 
First run in, I can’t believe it, I’m in 
the lead. This course is so much fun. In 
fact there is one element that is almost 
exactly the same as the carousel at the 
ridge! I so know how to do this. I knew 
where I messed up but instead of letting 
it frustrate me this year, I think and 
visualize about how I’m going to do it 
correctly on my next pass at the course. 
Run number two, I cut only about a 
10th of a second off my time and really 

President’s Message

Day two on course.
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overdrove parts of the course. I had  
a pretty substantial lead on the class 
(well over a second) but I knew that  
one woman in particular could easily  
cut more time off of her runs. It was 
time to make a choice. Do I go all out 
and hope that I don’t hit cones or spin 
or do I drive smart and find the couple 
of places where I can pick up the most 
time? Well, I’m not as daring as I 
thought and I chose to drive smart; as  
is usually the case, it was the right 
choice. I picked up another half of a 
second and my main competitor picked 
up almost a full second. I ended day one 
with an 8/10ths of a second lead. 
 Now I was nervous. The course for 
day two was a lot more technical, and 
it was all in my hands to win or lose. 
Instead of worrying incessantly (which 
is my natural tendency) we did a quick 
course walk and then went out with 
friends for pizza and drinks, which was 
a great distraction. Up early the next 
morning, we did a couple more course 
walks. Chris finished strong on his  
second day, but he hit a cone on his  
best run adding two seconds to his time. 
He moved up four spots in the ranks 
and the BMW M3 won the class! Once 
again I was in the last group, but luckily 
it was not as hot as the day before so 
my energy was a little better; my nerves 
however, not so much. Friends came 

over to wish me luck, give me good  
advice (drive clean on your first run), 
and distracted me with random stories 
while I waited for my turn to drive. I 
put Mike, a Mustang driver, in charge of 
keeping negative people away from me.  
I did my little visualization routine—
I even came up with two new dance 
moves—a wiggle,wiggle, wiggle, through 
the slalom and a lift oversteer step 
through the turns routine. Run one: I 
was a bit timid, but clean; the course 
was a lot more visually and technically 
challenging; the second place driver was 
3/10ths faster than me on that run, but I 
still held my lead by half a second. Mike 
kept happy people around me, Chris 
took care of my tires and we looked 
at data to see where I could speed up. 
I was slower than him everywhere but 
the slalom. There was one area where 
I was significantly slower than him; I 
was braking and he wasn’t. Run two. 
I drove everything faster and sped up 
by 1.5 seconds. I had regained my lead 
and a couple more 10ths. I knew I could 
get some more time as Chris was still 
a lot faster than me through the back 
section. I decided to drive smart again, 
and I picked that as my section to work 
on and attempted to drive everything 
else the same. Final run: I didn’t brake, 
although I did chicken lift a little bit, 
and it worked! I didn’t spin, the car felt 

beautiful and I grabbed another half a 
second and the win. I was greeted with 
hugs and smiles as I got out of the car 
with a few tears in my eyes. I couldn’t 
believe it. My time was 1.9 seconds 
faster over the two days of racing!! 
What did I get you ask? Well a nice 
trophy, a jacket and my name in “lights” 
in a little known, low-budget, high-fun 
motorsport.
 How to end this story? I don’t really 
know, but it’s not over yet. I’m sure 
Chris will tweak with the car some more. 
We will continue to develop our skills  
as drivers and I have a title to defend 
next year. Don’t forget to look for the 
BMW CCA logo in the Mitsubishi  
photos. I tried to represent as best I 
could without driving a BMW. See you 
at a Club event soon; you’ll find me 
wearing a National Champion jacket.

Michelle Miller, President 
president@bmwpugetsound.com

For Those keePing an eye on the 2020 Vision project  
we are continuing our progress to make our Club the 
BMW place to be in these days and times. Our board has 
been actively working to implement pieces of the project  
to continue our success and continue to be relevant in  
the future. In an effort to communicate with you more  
frequently and with timely updates, we have put more  
efforts into our Facebook page, Around The Sound  
emails and our website. We will continue to produce  
the Zündfolge but will be reducing the number of issues  
to six per year in 2013. This will allow us to give more  
time, energy and funds towards events and provide more 
access to information through our website, social media 
and electronic communication.
 In 2013 we want to continue to develop our communi-
cations but also work to find and develop more volunteers. 

Celebrating a win.
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We are starting to a good committee structure that makes 
it easy for you, the members, to step-up into volunteer and 
board positions so we can do more as a Club. I’m always 
pleasantly surprised that when we ask, someone always 
steps up and in fact I’m guessing a lot of you want to be 
involved but just don’t know how. We plan to take away 
the mystery and of course, to ask. I’ve found myself gaining 
new skills as I’ve been more and more engaged with the 
Club that I apply to my professional and personal life as 
well as Club business.
 If you are looking for more information on the 2020 
Vision project, you can find the full reports on our Club 
website at www.bmwpugetsound.com. And as always, we 
want to hear from you. Please feel free to contact me at 
president@bmwpugetsound.com.

Michelle Miller, President 
president@bmwpugetsound.com

2020 Vision Update
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MOTOR SPORTS
and invaluable as means to proficiently 
teach the driving line to students. As 
many of you know, the multiple elevation  
changes (“I believe” corners as Bill 
Bauer describes them) posed new and 
exciting driving challenges. However, 
after a few times around the track, we 
all became familiar with the topology. 
The track is perfect for teaching and 
has many types of corners that we have 
not seen in the Northwest such as off 
camber, blind corners, and a Laguna 
Seca type corner just before the straight-
away. We are working on getting at least 
two events at The Ridge for 2013 and 
three to four events at Pacific Raceways. 
Overall, our track program came out in 
the black this year, which always helps 
keep our treasurer happy. 

2012 HDPE and Car Control Clinic Events

We have jusT Finished Packing uP  
the track equipment and heading home 
following a simply stunning day at Pacific  
Raceways! The weather was sunny and  
cool, letting the cars develop more horse- 
power. The last track event of 2012 was 
a smashing success. We would like to 
thank all of the instructors, volunteers, 
and turn-workers for making this past 
HDPE and Car Control Clinics fun and 
accident-free. Everyone drove his or her 
cars home with no damage. Some tires, 
brakes, and gas were used up, but every-
one left the track with big grins!
 During 2012 we had four track days 
at Pacific Raceway in Kent, and one at 
the Ridge Motor Sports Park in Shelton.  
Only one event at Pacific Raceway was  
cold and rainy. Driving in the rain teaches  
one a lot, but it is much more comfortable  
to have a day in the sunshine. The unusually  
warm and sunny weather here in the 
Puget Sound area made for excellent 
driving events, lots of grip, and a little 
more power. 
 Our overall attendance at the events 
at Pacific Raceways was down as com-
pared to previous years. However, the 
HPDE at The Ridge Motorsports Park 
was simply an unbridled success. Before 
the BMW event at the Ridge, the track 
coordinators at the Ridge offered a spe-
cial deal for BMW instructors to learn 
the track before teaching the racecourse. 
Yes, we instructors had to pay for track 
time! It was a great learning experience 

at turn 10. In addition, the owners will 
make improvements to the road course 
run-off areas, which will improve course 
safety. Watch for announcements for the 
2012 track events on the Puget Sound 
BMWCCA website. 
 What should you be doing until next 
year? We have a few suggestions to keep 
you occupied and your head into driving.

1. Everyday is a track day. When you 
are commuting to work, use the skills 
learned at the track: eyes up, vision, 
hands at a comfortable position on 
the steering wheel (3 and 9 or 2 and 
10), throttle and brake modulation, 
and defensive driving. What you 
learned on the track is completely  
applicable to driving on the street  
and highway. 

2. Learn to heel-and-toe brake and 
downshift. This is an important skill 
to master if you want to move your 
driving to the next level. Practice this 
over the winter in a parking lot or 
while you are commuting. There are 
many web resources available if you 
are a video-learner. Maybe you could 
contact one of your instructors via 
email and ask for some advice.

3. Improvements to your car. After a 
season of driving, your BMW might 
need some work. Consider getting a 
dedicated set of wheels just for the 
track. Consider getting some brake 
pads for the track and learn how to 

We are working on getting at 
least two events at The Ridge 
for 2013 and three to four 
events at Pacific Raceways. 

 The owner of Pacific Raceway has 
informed us of the upcoming improve-
ments to the drag strip and road course 
over the winter. Turns 7 through 9 are 
scheduled to be repaved starting in  
February. For those of you who have 
been to Pacific this year, the conditions 
of these corners have been deteriorating.  
These improvements will significantly 
alleviate the problem of standing water 
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install them yourself. Get some  
driving gloves and driving shoes, they 
will help (and look cool also). Learn 
to work on your car, change the oil, 
change the air filter, clean the engine 
compartment, clean the inside, and 
give the car a good wax job. 

4. Do some indoor go-karting. There 
are three really nice indoor go-kart 
facilities in the Seattle area. When it is 
cold and rainy outside, a fast gasoline 
powered go-kart is just what you need 
to satisfy that driving addiction. Get 
a bunch of friends together and go 
karting!

What You Have to Say About Us
At the end of each driving event, we  
encourage participants to complete a short  
questionnaire about their experience. 
This year, we have included the respons-
es to both the High Performance Driving 
School and the Car Control Clinic. 

HiGH PErFOrmANCE DriviNG SCHOOL PArtiCiPANt
What motivated you to sign up for the 
High Performance Driving School?
•	 I	want	to	learn	how	to	drive	my	high	

performance sports car like it was 
meant to be driven and understand  
its capabilities. 

•	 I’ve	become	addicted	to	HPDEs. 
It’s a safe, fun place to give my car 
the exercise she needs. Plus the skills 
I learn are invaluable to me and my 
daily driving.

•	 The	promise	of	track	time!	It	was	 
a blast! 

What was the most exciting part of your 
experience? 
•	 It	was	a	wet	day	so	every	little	mistake	 

was amplified 10x!
•	 I	guess	it	was	the	rain	for	the	6/22	day.	

I had never been on track during a 
downpour. And I feel like I learned 
a ton this day compared to Pacific 
Raceways in the dry.

•	 When	the	instruction	I	got	from	 
Stephen finally sunk in and I could 
feel the right line around the track. 
What a pro he is. I had no idea that I 
would learn so much in half a day’s 
practice.

Will you be joining us at the Ridge Motor-
sports Park on August 24 or at Pacific 
Raceways on September 14 or October 5?
•	 Hopefully	all	three!
•	 Yes,	yes,	and	yes.	I	am	really	excited	

about The Ridge. Please get more 
days there next year.

CAr CONtrOL CLiNiC PArtiCiPANt
What motivated you to sign up for the 
Car Control Clinic?
•	 My	uncle	purchased	the	event	for	 

me as a Christmas gift.
•	 The	desire	to	learn	how	to	control	 

the awesome power my car has.  
I am also interested in racing. 

•	 I	wanted	to	have	a	better	understand-
ing of my car’s capabilities and the 
hope was that this would be a good 
foundation to grown my skillset as a 
driver in emergency conditions on  
the road as well as track outings. 

•	 I	wanted	to	learn	some	of	the	limits	 
of my car. 

•	 I	have	had	my	BMW	for	a	little	over	 
a year and the car has for the most 
part terrified me. I had never floored 
the gas pedal or remotely understood 
the capabilities and limitations of  
the car. I saw the CCC as a unique  
opportunity to develop a better  
relationship with my car and become 
a better driver.

•	 I	wanted	a	chance	to	try	out	my	 
BMW in a controlled environment  
to test braking, traction control off, 
and learn some things to help my  
driving in emergency situations, and 
get qualified to drive my car on the 
track. (I’ve already done a lot of  
track time at Pacific Raceways on  
my motorcycle.)

•	 I	purchased	my	M3	about	a	year	ago	
and wanted to get closer to experienc-
ing the car’s limits, something I could 
not do driving around town. CCC 
provided a safe and controlled (and 
legal) environment to do so.

What was the most exciting part of your 
experience? 
•	 I	liked	seeing	how	the	track	was	laid	

out. I have never done organized 
events like that before. 

•	 The	wet	weather	was	great—having	
control on the small track, getting 
the lines right, in spite of the wet was 
great. Of course, oversteer is always 
fun too!

•	 That	would	be	the	skid	pad	or	the	
oval. These combined more than  
one type of technique and were quite 
challenging. These were also areas 
where I was able to see the most  
immediate improvement.

•	 Trying	to	go	fast	around	the	oval.
•	 I	really	liked	learning	about	understeer	 

and oversteer. I had experienced both 
of these in the past but never fully un-
derstood them or how to recover from 
them. I was very impressed with the 
instructors and their patience with my 
as I learned how to control my car.

•	 When	Jeff,	our	instructor,	told	us	 
to lay on full throttle and then put  
the car through various braking and 
turning gymnastics.

•	 Any	BMW	at	full	throttle,	even	 
in the short distances we were using, 
followed by intense braking and  
turning, can be a bit unnerving 
and certainly quite exciting.

•	 I	learned	a	lot	and	it	was	a	ton	of	fun.

Will you be joining us at the Ridge Motor-
sports Park on August 24 or at Pacific 
Raceways on September 14 or October 5?
•	 Unfortunately,	I	will	be	working.	
•	 Yes—HDPS	on	9/14—The	Ridge	 

is a little far for only a day
•	 Yes	I	will.	
•	 No,	but	maybe	back	at	PR
•	 I	will	be	taking	the	HPDS	on	 

September 14!
•	 Yes,	September	14.	

 Again, thank you all for making  
the HDPE and Car Control Clinic a 
success. Without the participation of our 
members, instructors, and volunteers, 
the program would not exist. We need 
your continued support, input, and 
participation to our track program work. 
We will see you on the track!

Rick Gulstrom
Driving Events Coordinator

rick@gmsarch.com

Steve Libby 
Roster Manager and Instructor

sjlibby@comcast.net
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Continued on Page 10

over This PasT summer BMW showed 
two concept cars that were the result  
of a collaboration with Zagato. The 
BMW Zagato Coupe was shown at the 
Concourso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este, a 
show sponsored by BMW AG, in late 
May. The follow up was the BMW  
Zagato Roadster which made its debut 
at the Monterey weekend in California 
in mid-August.

Zagato
Zagato is the only Italian carrozzeria,  
body works, still privately owned. 
Founded in 1919 by Ugo Zagato, only 
three years after BMW, Zagato is still 
owned by the original family. Dr. Andrea  
Zagato now runs the firm, the third 
generation to do so. 
 Like BMW, Zagato got its start in 
aviation. The aviation influence shows 

BMW Zagato Coupe and Roadster
itself in Zagato’s minimalist and pared-
down approach to its creations. Zagato 
speaks of the “necessary beauty” of aero- 
dynamics and lightweight construction. 
 Today Zagato remains a small firm 
which combines hand craftsmanship 
with state-of-the-art technology. Zagato 
does not do mechanical engineering. 
They work with manufacturers and limit 
their involvement to the bodywork. 
They make concept cars, special editions 
and micro-series. 

Building the Coupe
With the start of the BMW Zagato 
Coupe, the partners decided not to build 
a “design study.” Instead, it was decided 
to build a car that was fully engineered, 
roadworthy and able to meet all legal 
requirements worldwide. Dr. Andrea 
Zagato says, “The challenge lies in  
injecting the emotional appeal of a  
concept car into a road-legal machine.” 
The BMW Zagato Coupe has been 
tested at BMW’s test track where it is 
reported to have cut a “bella figura.” 
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Norihiko Harada, Chief Designer Zagato, and Jürgen Greil, Design Technic at BMW 
Design, at Zagato in Milan.

Design sketch by Norihiko Harada, 
Chief Designer Zagato.

the italian influence at BmW
BMW has long worked with Italian 
designers. After all, Bavaria is in the 
southernmost part of Germany and 
close to the industrial north of Italy; 
only a sliver of Austria separates the 
two countries. Bavarians tend to be the 
fun-loving Germans, much more than 
the Prussians of other parts of Germany. 
And the northern Italians tend to be 
much more industrious than those from 
Southern Italy. They really are very 
similar in temperament.
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BMW Zagato Coupe and Roadster

328 Mille Miglia Touring Coupe

 In 1939 and 1940 BMW employed 
Touring in Milan to build their 328 Mille 
Miglia cars. The Touring Coupe won its  
class at Le Mans in 1939 and won the Mille  
Miglia outright in 1940. Three spyders 
were also built for the 1940 race. Three 
more were built for the 1941 race that 
was cancelled due to the war.
 In 1954, BMW licensed the Isetta  
design from ISO, owned by Renzo  
Rivolta. The Isetta (little Iso) was an  
innovative design but it sold poorly  
in its native Italy. As part of BMW’s  
licensing agreement, BMW bought the 
actual production line and relocated  
it from Bresso to Bavaria. BMW also 
purchased the inventory of spare parts 
and instituted the improvements the  
Iso engineers recommended.  
 Albrecht Goertz had done the 503 
and 507 and BMW wanted him to follow 
up with the 700, the car that followed 
the Isetta and Isetta 600. But Goertz’s 
fee was higher than BMW wanted to 
pay, so Goertz recommended Giovanni 
Michelotti, who got the job.
 In 1962 Bertone did the BMW 3200 
CS. The young stylist who did the actual 
design was Giorgetto Giugiaro, who would  
soon after leave and start his own firm. In  
1978, Ital Design in the form of Giorgetto  
Giugiaro, designed the BMW M1.

the Partnership
In a strange historical twist, Marella 
Rivolta, whose family developed the 
Isetta, is married to Andrea Zagato  
and is Zagato Art Director and is  
responsible for the colors and trim of 
the BMW Zagato Coupe.
 Another personal connection is the 
friendship between Andrea Zagato and 
Adrian van Hooydonk, BMW Group’s 
Director of Design. They have admired 
one another’s work for many years.

Color selection with Marella Rivolta-Zagato, Art Director Zagato, and Marc Girard, 
Head of Interior Design BMW Automobiles, at BMW design Studio in Munich.

Men in Scarves: Dr Andrea Zagato, President of Zagato (left), and Adrian van  
Hooydonk, Senior Vice President BMW Group Design, at a meeting in Milan. 

Continued from Page 9

From left: Erik Goplen, Exterior Designer, BMW Group DesignworksUSA (and designer  
of the E46 3 Series and F25 X3), Karim Habib, Head of Design BMW Automobiles 
(and designer of the F01 7 Series and the Concept CS), Norihiko Harada, Chief  
DesignerZagato (he of tight leather pants), Giordano Casarini, Technical Director 
Zagato, and Jürgen Greil, Design Technic at BMW Design, at Zagato in Milan.
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This photo shows the Coupe in bare metal. Note the interplay of the rear wheel arch 
trailing edge (where the worker’s thumb is) and the leading edge of the crease that 
extends to the Kamm tail. An exquisite little detail.

the Designs
The BMW Zagato Coupe is a collabo-
ration of the two companies but it is 
really a BMW seen through the eyes 
of Zagato. The overall proportions are 
those of the BMW Z4 on which the 
BMW Zagato Coupe is based. The hood 
is extremely long and the driver and 
passenger sit aft of the center point of 
the car. The “doppio gobba” (double 
bubble) roof is a Zagato trademark that 
appears on many cars the firm has done. 
The Kamm tail emphasizes the impor-
tance aerodynamics played in the design 
and the influence on both firms of the 
work of Dr. Wunibald Kamm. 

Zagato Coupe feature some very strong 
design elements. The front wheel arch is 
echoed over the rear wheel. Notice how 
the arch over the rear wheel ends near 
the leading edge of the line from the 
Kamm tail; a very nice detail. 
 Aerodynamics isn’t always kind to 
the aesthetics of a car, particularly at 
the rear. In this case, the rear has been 

beautifully resolved while providing 
downforce without the use of an added-
on wing. The rear appears modern while 
reminding us of the “Coda Tronca” 
Kamm-tails of Italian sports cars of  
the 1960s. 
 The Coupe design was so well re-
ceived at Villa d’Este that the firm  
followed up with a Roadster. They  
claim the Roadster went from design 
inspiration to finished vehicle in only  
six weeks. Maybe, but it is hard to  
believe that a roadster wasn’t envi-
sioned from the beginning. 

the Paint
The Coupe was finished in a striking red 
called Rosso Vivace (vibrant red, a term 
usually used to describe a wine’s color) 
which really flatters the shape of the 
car. The primer coat is black, which is 
then followed by a layer of shimmering 
metallic silver. Then six super-thin coats 
of this lovely red were applied. Finally, 
there were two layers of clear coat. 
 The Roadster was done using the 
same process but in brilliant grey. The 
effect gives the impression of cloaking  
the car in liquid metal. The color 
changes from dark grey to light silver 
depending on the light. Guys, how  
about a similar treatment using royal 
blue?  Where do I sign?

 The striking front of the car features 
Zagato’s take on the traditional BMW 
kidney grill. In this case, the kidneys 
are filled with small Zs. The sides of the 

Continued on Page 12
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the interiors
The Coupe’s interior is done in two 
shades of grey. There is a theme of  
horizontal lines throughout. Detailing  
is stunning. A “z” embroidered in the 
seats is a nice touch. With a roadster,  
the transition from exterior to interior  
is more important. In this case, rich 
brown leather surrounds the cockpit. 
The interior of the Roadster is pre- 
dominately black with rich brown  
accents. See the photo and fall in love. 

BMW Zagato Coupe and Roadster Continued from Page 11

Show car interiors usually don’t mean much but this looks production ready. Where 
do we sign up?
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Zagato Roadster.

Zagato Coupe.

What Comes Next?
BMW always has a reason for doing 
concept cars. BMW and Zagato’s PR 
machines have pitched these two cars 
as a design exercise and a fun collabo-
ration. BMW has also noted that this 
project has “enriched” the design staff. 
Enrichment? Isn’t that what grade 
school field trips are for? There has to 
be more to this than they are letting on.
 The days of custom-bodied cars 
mostly died before World War II. And 
then unibody construction pretty much 
finished it off. But there have been 
glimpses of resurgence in custom bodies 
or “micro-series” as Zagato calls them. 
If the unibody is designed using the 
same “hard points” as the production 
vehicle, there is no technical reason this 
can’t be done. There may be some en-
gineering issues and there are certainly 
financial hurdles to overcome. But the 
press materials on these two cars stress 
that they are fully legal worldwide and 
roadworthy. 
 Perhaps Zagato is going to offer 
special variations of the Z4. They would 
probably be very expensive but there 
has to be some market for such vehicles. 
 Or maybe BMW will offer the BMW 
Zagato Coupe and BMW Zagato 
Roadster through their dealer network. 
Wouldn’t that be something? BMW al-
ready sells Alpina-modified cars through 
their dealerships. Why not BMWs from 
A to Z? From Alpina to Zagato? 

David Lightfoot
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 BMW at the 2012 Paris Motor Show
At the 2012 Paris Motor Show, three 
fascinating concept studies pointed the 
way forward to a future defined by both 
sustainability and driving pleasure. What 
is more, BMW sends out an impressive 
signal in terms of efficiency, premium 
quality and innovative technology with 
its latest models in a range of vehicle 
segments. 

ambience of a premium automobile. 
A special version of the BMW eDrive 
concept takes care of the dynamic facets 
which go to make up the character  
of this study. The system comprises 
a 3-cylinder petrol engine and a syn-
chronous electric motor, generating a 
combined output of 140 kW/190 bhp 
and accelerating the BMW Concept 
Active Tourer from zero to 100 km/h 
in less than eight seconds. The vehicle 
has an average fuel consumption of less 
than 2.5 liters per 100 kilometers and a 
CO2 emissions level of under 60 grams 
per kilometer. The lithium-ion battery 
of this plug-in hybrid automobile can be 
charged at a conventional mains socket. 
Its capacity allows ranges of over 30 
kilometers when operated on electric 
power alone.

BmW 1 Series: world premiere for xDrive, 
new entry-level diesel model.
In Paris the intelligent all-wheel drive 
system xDrive saw its premiere in the 
BMW 1 Series. This system, which dis-
tributes drive torque variably between 
the front and rear axle, is now avail-
able for the compact model for the first 
time. Two models are presented for the 
market launch: the 120d xDrive and the 
BMW M 135i xDrive.
 The new diesel entry-level model 
BMW 114d will also be presented at 
the 2012 Paris Motor Show: its 1.6-litre 
4-cylinder engine with BMW TwinPower 
Turbo Technology has an output of 70 
kW/95 bhp, achieving an average fuel 
consumption of 4.1 to 4.3 liters per 100 
kilometers (figures based on the EU test 
cycle, dependent on tyre format select-
ed). This means that there are now five 
petrol engines and six diesel engines to 
choose from for the new 5-door BMW 1 
Series and the new 3-door BMW 1  
Series, combining hallmark brand  
driving pleasure with exemplary  
efficiency.

BmW Concept Active tourer: more space 
for innovations.
The BMW Concept Active Tourer saw 
its premiere at the 2012 Paris Motor 
Show and offers an initial insight into 
further innovations for the premium 
compact segment. In this study BMW 
demonstrates groundbreaking solutions 
in terms of both the interior and the 
drive concept. The latter features a fresh 
combination of comfort and functional-
ity with dynamic performance and style: 
a plug-hybrid drive ensures the very 
highest level of efficiency.
 With an external length of 4,350 
millimeters, sporty proportions and 
hallmark lines, the concept study brings 
characteristic BMW aesthetic appeal to 
yet another vehicle segment. A raised 
seating position, generous space for 
driver and passengers and the flexibly 
extendable luggage compartment are 
the defining aspects of the BMW Con-
cept Active Tourer interior. It combines 
versatile functionality with excellent 
ride comfort, all within the high-quality 



 November/December 2012 ZüNDFOLGE 15www.bmwpugetsound.com

BmW i3 Concept: maximum  
sustainability down to the last detail.
The BMW i3 will herald a new era of 
automobile construction, not only due 
to its purely electric drive and a passen-
ger cell made of carbon fiber reinforced 
plastic: its interior design is also consis-
tently geared towards sustainability. The 
new version of the BMW i3 Concept 
presented at the 2012 Paris Motor Show 
clearly reflects this. For example, the  
eucalyptus wood used for the instrument  
panel comes from a sustainable cultiva-
tion source in Europe and is treated 
exclusively with natural substances. The 
high-quality leather of the seats has a 
fine surface consistency achieved by 
processing tanning agents gained from 
olive leaves. What is more, parts of the 
instrument cluster and door trim are 
made of natural wool fabric.

BmW C evolution: prototype of an  
e-scooter to meet the highest demands 
in terms of agility and range.
BMW Motorrad is likewise responding 
to the challenges facing future urban 
mobility by putting forward innovative 
vehicle concepts. A prototype —also 
incorporating the aspect of electro-
mobility—was presented at the 2012 
Paris Motor Show 2012. In the BMW 
C evolution, an electric drive produces 
riding performance figures at the level 

of a maxi scooter with a conventional 
combustion engine. With a continuous 
output of 11 kW and a peak output of 
35 kW, the liquid-cooled electric motor  
provides the perfect conditions for 
supreme riding pleasure in this vehicle 
segment. What is more, the compact 
battery allows a range of over 100 
kilometers and can be recharged either 
at a household power socket or at a 
public charging station. This means that 
although primarily designed for use 
in daily commuter traffic, the BMW C 
evolution is well equipped to go beyond 
the boundaries of urban mobility.
In developing the drive technology  
for this near-production prototype, 
BMW Motorrad benefits from the 
sound expertise of the BMW Group  
in the field of electromobility.

BMW Press

As a compact, front-wheel-drive 
hatchback powered by a three-cylinder 
gasoline engine/electric motor hybrid 
powertrain, the Concept Active Tourer 
that made its world premiere at this 
year’s Paris Motor Show is like no 
BMW before it.
 “It’s a whole new gesture we haven’t 
seen in this segment,” says British-born 
Michael de Bono, the BMW exterior 
designer who oversaw the creation  
of the Concept Active Tourer (CAT).
The young designer’s first production 
car was this year’s BMW 3 Series Tour-
ing wagon. But as a new type of vehicle 
for the German automaker, the CAT 
project presented de Bono with a new 
series of challenges to make it look  
like, well, a BMW.
 “We worked and honed the package  
so that we had really short overhangs 
and a forward-leaning rear pillar, pushing  
the car forward like a sprinter leaning 
out of the blocks,” says de Bono, as we 
chatted alongside his baby on BMW’s 
Paris Motor Show stand.
 Different than his more traditional 
3 Series Touring—where de Bono says 
the design is based on horizontal lines, 
setting the greenhouse back and focus-
ing on the rear wheels—his design for 
the CAT focused on all four corners, 
especially the front of the car.

Concept Active Tourer

Continued on Page 16
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 “There was a lot of pressure on us 
to keep really small, slim kidney grilles, 
because that would help pedestrian 
safety. But we came up with a solution 
I’m happy with,” says de Bono.
 He explains that the CAT’s tradi-
tional BMW kidney grilles wrap over 
the nose of the car, “so you get the  
right proportion [and] the right height.” 
And the lines that flow to the grille  
are curbed to show a lot of strength  
for such a short distance.
 The other CAT design solution  
de Bono is proud of is at the rear of  
the concept. Instead of simply adding 
cut-lines for the tailgate and bumper,  
de Bono wanted to create a sense of 
width using sculpture alone.
 “There are some really precise lines 
there that play with light and show,”  
de Bono says. 
 “You can see here on the rear corner 
of the car we’ve combined everything: 
aerodynamics, focus on the wheels, 

Concept Active Tourer
dividing the top and bottom volumes— 
and the car doesn’t look heavy; it feels 
light on its feet.”
 Although it’s officially a concept, 
BMW has confirmed that the CAT is 
a precursor to a whole family of front-
drive compacts. According to de Bono, 
the production version of the CAT is a 
car that can be sold around the world, 
appealing to a variety of age groups and 
an important part of the German auto-
maker’s goal of growing annual global 
sales to two million by 2020 from 1.67 
million last year.
 The idea of a small BMW also ad-
dresses the changing demographics of 
North American cities, he says. “You 
can imagine people downsizing from a 
larger car, or as people move back to the 
cities as city centers become more and 
more alive. People now live their lives  
in their own neighborhoods,” explains 
the BMW designer.

 Beyond addressing the CAT’s  
exterior looks, de Bono says he didn’t 
want to make any compromises in terms 
of luxury and space inside. And, in fact, 
the move to front-wheel drive helped 
with that goal.
 “Because of the front-wheel-drive 
packaging, we have all this room be-
tween the seats. So we developed a rail 
system that can be very flexible and of-
fer different elements that you can plug 
in and take out as you need them,”  
de Bono says.
 He also adds that the use of  
electric motors at the rear wheels  
may eventually lead to all-wheel-drive 
versions, without compromising  
precious interior room.

Continued from Page 15
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CLUB ELECtiONS: aT The Time oF PrinTing, the 
following have been nominated to serve as your board of 
directors. Michelle Miller, de-Anna Martin, Paul Melrose,  
David Lightfoot, Steve Questad, Steve Libby, Lance 
Richert, Jeff Butler, Tom Olson, Scott Hieronymus, Rick 
Gulstrom, Gernot Kalcher. We are looking for someone to  
fill the membership coordinator position and volunteers 
in many capacities, from sign-in and parking help at events,  
to running an event or serving on the board. If interested, 
email president@bmwpugetsound.com. Election results 
will be announced in the February Zündfolge.

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OmNi
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

 The BmW Pro3 grouP 
is again providing free 
PRO3 wall calendars  
locally to Puget Sound 
Region Club members, 
a $12 value to the rest of 
the country. To get your 
free copy, visit one of the 
following listed businesses  
who have kindly agreed 
to serve as a distribution 
point for the 2013 PRO3 Calendar. Use your favorite search 
engine to get their business addresses. Distribution will start 
December 1!
 Enjoy twelve colorful months of BMW PRO3 action racing 
at tracks all around the Pacific Northwest. Additional support  
has been provided by the Puget Sound BMW Club, 425  
Motorsports, DynaSport, and Haury’s Lake City Collision.
 This high quality calendar features PRO3 images shot 
through the lens of local photographers and designed by Club 
member Matt Ferbrache. For those that own the 2012 calendar, 
this one is ten times better! Partial proceeds from the calendar 
will benefit local assisted living agency Shared Journeys.  
 Calendars are also available for sale for $12 each. Visit  
www.PRO3-Racing.com for ordering details.  

Lance Richert , Lance@Richertnet.com.

Free 2013 PRO3 Calendars

DiStriBUtiON LOCAtiONS

 425 Motorsports Bellevue

 Auburn Foreign Car Auburn

 BMW Bellevue Bellevue

 BMW Northwest Fife

 BMW Seattle Seattle

 Broad Strokes & Associates Snohomish

 Car Tender Seattle

 DynaSport Portland

 Eastside Bavarian Issaquah

 European Autowerks Bellingham

 Griot’s Garage Tacoma

 Group 2 Motorsports Magnolia

 Haury’s Lake City Collision Seattle

 Northwest Differential Kirkland

 Pro-Tek Automotive Portland

 Strictly BMW Bellevue

 TC Motorsports Auburn

 WestWerks Automotive Redmond
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so, There you have iT. Our ten-year 
anniversary as an ICSCC (International  
Conference of Sports Car Clubs) Cham-
pionship points racing class is now done 
and finalized with the last race just having  
been completed Sunday, September 30, 
2012. Having raced in PRO3 now for 
seven full seasons, I can say with some 
authority that this year introduced the 
highest level of competition we have seen  
in the class history. The grids were full at 
every race and the qualifying times were 
as close as you could get to a tie without 
actually being tied (and even still, we 
did manage one qualifying tie during  
the season!).
 We saw a bunch of new cars and new 
drivers. Some new cars with old drivers,  
and some new drivers with old cars! 
Okay, maybe I should rephrase that for 
fear that I might get accused of calling 
out some of my fellow racers as being 
“old.” Oh, never mind. You know who 
you are!
 In ten years, PRO3 went from being a 
provisional race class where the original 
founding members were concerned that 
they may not achieve the required 2.5 
average entries for each race to make it 
past “provisional” status to the largest 
and fastest-growing class within all of 
ICSCC. This year there were sixty-five 
different drivers who entered at least 
one PRO3 race and thirteen of those 
drivers entered at least seven events  
allowing them to compete for the  
overall points title. 
 This year’s champion is none other 
than Mr. Ryan Hieronymus! I had a 
chance to sit down with Ryan, who 
drove the Haury’s Lake City Collision/
Ridge Racing School/Accurate Engines 
PRO3 #196 and chat with him about his 
experience this season and thought I’d 
share some of that conversation here. 

The PRO3 Line
MO: Okay, back to being serious here. 
What surprised you most this season?

RH: I’d have to say it was the quality 
of competition at the front of the grid 
and just how hard it is to make any 
gains on your competitors. You have to 
really fight for every last fraction of a 
second and it really is who makes the 
fewer mistakes during a race. A good 
example of this is in Spokane. I learned 
a ton from racing closely against Jeff 
Van Lierop, specifically, about defensive 
strategies and just learning more about 
the art of racing fast and close.

MO: What was the high point of your 
season, aside from winning the overall 
points battle and conversely, what was 
the low point?

RH: No question that the absolute high 
point of the season for me was the race 
at The Ridge. This was the inaugural 
ICSCC race at the new track—a track 
that I have more time in than any other 
track—and of course, is also one of my 
sponsors: The Ridge Racing School. To 
win at that event, well, it was just some-
thing that I needed to do! I had a plan 
for how I would race that event and I 
executed it. It felt really good to come 
away with a win at The Ridge. Second  
to that, I’d say the ORP race weekend  
in May was another highpoint, but for 
entirely different reasons. We had so 
much fun at that event; I recall driving 
home thinking how sore my sides were 
from laughing so much with my friends 
that weekend. It really was a great  
example of what PRO3 means to me.
 I think the lowest point for me was 
the first race in Portland. I took a gamble  
in Turn 7 and lost. Unfortunately, I ran 
into Rick Edwards and took us both out 
of the race. I felt really bad about that 

MO: When did you start racing and 
what was it that you drove?

RH: When I was about twelve years old, 
I started driving indoor karts at various  
establishments around the Seattle area. 
When I was about sixteen, I was invited 
to compete in the Red Bull Driver’s 
Search in California where I competed 
against 200 other U.S. drivers for a chance  
to drive on the Red Bull racing team in 
one of the Red Bull cars. I finished 24th 
in one of the rounds and missed the 
required top-20 to advance.

MO: That’s pretty crazy! I had no idea 
that you were a part of that national 
search.

RH: True story; that was a really great 
event and I learned a lot from it. I mean, 
there was a really steep learning curve 
there! Up until then, I had not driven 
a true outdoor racing kart and had not 
driven really all that competitively. That 
event really got me thinking more about 
racing competitively.

MO: Well, you’re the first PRO3 driver 
that I’m aware of who has also com-
peted for a seat on the Red Bull team. 
Switching things up here, some of my 
twelve faithful readers will want to 
know the basics of just who is Ryan  
Hieronymus. So, give me your age, 
height, and weight, in that order.

RH: 26; 5'-9", and 135 pounds.

MO: Let’s face it, even I have to add 
some ballast fuel to The Reaper to 
make the minimum weight, and we both 
know that I haven’t seen 135 pounds 
on my scale in far too many years! So 
how much ballast is necessary to make 
weight for your car with you driving?

RH: All of it—and a full tank!
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for a long time (still do, really) because 
it was the first race of a long season and 
made me question whether or not I was 
ready to race at this level.

MO: Believe me, there are very few 
drivers in PRO3, including me, who 
don’t also have a similar story like that. 
So, what advice then would you have 
for some of the newest PRO3 drivers 
out there or maybe some folks who are 
considering getting into PRO3?

RH: There’s a wealth of knowledge 
throughout the entire PRO3 grid. Seek 
it out, listen to it, and follow that advice. 
Also, don’t set your expectations where 
you think you can walk into this class 
and win every race at all costs. Race for 
fun and you will be surprised at how 
that attitude will help move you forward 
on the grid.

MO: What’s next for Team Hieronymus?

RH: Good question! I really don’t know 
since we’re just kind of coming off the 
season. I am looking forward to crewing 
for my dad though, and I’ll continue  
to offer driver coaching. I would love  
a shot at a pro seat somewhere, but I  
realize that is probably not in the cards, 
at least not that I can see.

MO: That’s the tough part, finding a 
funded ride. I do need to ask about 
your relationship with your dad (Scott 
Hieronymus). I really enjoy watching 
how the two of you work together at the 
track and it’s clear that you both share 
the same love for racing. When did you 
two start to share that common interest?

RH: I know that dad took me to a 
SOVREN race when I was very young, 
but the first race I distinctly remember 
was an Indy Car race at Portland when I 
was four years old. I remember thinking  
that those cars and those guys driving were  
really cool and that I wanted to do that.
 Dad and I took his M-Coupe  
Roadster to Pacific Raceways for a 
BMW track day at one point and that 
eventually led him to buying an e30 as 
a daily driver and track car. Then we 
modified the e30, because that’s what 
you do, right? Well, that eventually led 
to dad renting Bob Mearns’ PRO3 car 
and well, the rest is history. PRO3 #196 
is that same e30.
 Dad and I just work well together 
and we share the same attitude about 
club racing and hanging out at the track 
with our friends. We can both laugh at 
the same jokes too, and that helps a lot 
with this group!

 Ryan is joined on the podium for the 
points championship by Dan Gavrila in 
second, Jeff Van Lierop in third, Chuck 
Hurley in fourth, and James Colborn 
in fifth. It’s definitely worth a mention 
here that Chuck and James both made 
huge improvements in their race craft 
this season and are to be congratulated 
on strong finishes in such a tight battle. 
Fourth place came down to the final 
race of the year with a four-way battle 
between James, Chuck, Jason Vein and 
Michael Olsen. Typical of PRO3 drivers, 
even when battling for something like 
fourth place, these drivers still give  
everything they have to better them-
selves ahead of their competition! It 
makes for some really great racing. 
 As the cars get put back into their 
respective winter cocoons and the driv-
ers start to focus their energies on the 
lengthy and neglected ‘to-do’ list around 
the house, you can believe that every 
one of us still relishes the ringing in our 
ears and memories of driving fatigue 
from a typical Conference race weekend.  
Thanks for following us this year; PRO3 
will return next April to do it all over again!

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com 
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Race winner Ryan Hieronymus with father Scott (left) after the PRO3 NASCAR Race at Portland Int’l Raceway.
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January 1: February issue

Classified Advertising Policy: 
Classified ads are free to current members. 
Zündfolge staff reserves the right to edit all 
classified ads. Type and email all ads to the 
editor at zundfolge@bmwpugetsound.com. 
All ads must be submitted for EACH publication.
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1988 325i: Bronzit convertible w/chocolate top 
and excellent tan interior. Rare 5 speed. New 
basecoat/clearcoat Glasurit paint, with chocolate  
& medium brown hand pinstriping. Excellent 
mechanicals including recent headwork, valve  
guides, etc. Chrome bumpers, subframe brace, 
period correct 7x15 Fittipaldi 5 spoke Stars. 
Sirius Kenwood radio w/upgraded speakers.  
Original radio & wheels included. 131,000 miles. 
Must see to appreciate. $7,950. Buyer pays 
shipping. Call David at 425-361-7506.

Wheels: I have four wheels from a 2004–2010 
series X3. Great to mount a set of snow tires on 
them. Asking $575 for all four. I have four wheels  
from a 1988 BMW M6. Rims are for sale for $800  
for the set. Call Art Aaron at 206-679-4661. 
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