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January 26 
Board Meeting: at BMW Seattle, starting 
time is 6:30 p.m. All members are welcome. 
Contact the Club President to RSVP. 

January 31 
Deadline for the March 2012  
Zündfolge issue: All submissions must be 
received by this date. Send to the Zündfolge 
Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

February 18 
Wine Tasting event. Seattle Urban wine 
tour. Limited to twelve participants. See 
article in this issue for more information. If 
you have questions contact Lucetta and 
Duane at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

February 23 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m. 
All members are welcome. Contact the Club 
President to RSVP. Board Meeting location  
to be announced. 

February 28 
Deadline for the April 2012 Zündfolge 
issue: All submissions must be received by 
this date. Send to the Zündfolge Editor at 
lucettalightfoot@msn.com.
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scriptions are $10 annually (available 
only as part of the $48 membership 
fee). Periodicals postage paid at 
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This magazine is the monthly 
publication of the BMW CCA, Puget 
Sound Region, and remains its 
property. All information furnished 
herein is provided by the member-
ship for members only. Ideas, 
suggestions and opinions, technical 
or otherwise, are those of the authors, 
without authentication by or liability to 
the editors or the Club. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all material 
submitted for publication.

February 2012

March 17  
Autocross with Porsche Club: see article 
in this issue.

March 24 
General Meeting at Vintage Racing 
Motors in Redmond. See, hear and smell 
some of the world’s greatest vintage 
racecars. See article in this Zündfolge issue. 

March 27 
Deadline for the May 2012 Zündfolge 
issue: All submissions must be received by 
this date. Send to the Zündfolge Editor at 
lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

March 29  
Board Meeting: location to be announced; 
all members welcome to attend Club board 
meetings.

Spring 2012  
Beer Tasting: What’s your favorite tap-
room? Contact Club President, Michelle 
Miller for details.

April 14   
Autocross with Porsche Club: see article 
in this issue.

BMW Car Club
of America
Puget Sound Region
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ON THE COVER: This month’s cover 
photo is the new BMW 640i Gran 
Coupe. Exterior: BMW Individual 
matt finish Frozen Bronze metallic. 

Photo by BMW Press.
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On March 24 we will Make Our 
periOdic pilgriMage to Vintage Racing 
Motors is Redmond—one of the best 
vintage racing shops in the country. 
Long-time chapter member Byron  
Sanborn, who runs the shop at VRM, 
will guide our open house and tour. 
 VRM is a business dedicated to the 
repair, restorations, tuning, storage, 
transportation and trackside support 
of vintage racecars. VRM has gained a 
reputation of impeccable workmanship 
and service to a discerning clientele. 
During any visit, we can expect to see 
extremely exotic vintage cars in some 
state of disassembly or repair. And lots 
of others in tip top shape, ready to race!
 Byron will provide us with the history 
of each car and some humorous anec-
dotes. The Club will provide refreshments.  
Remember to bring your camera. The 
meeting is open to Club members and 
their guests. There is no charge but 
please RSVP to David Lightfoot at 
treasurer@bmwpugetsound.com. Do not 
contact VRM directly. VRM is located 
at 9255 151st Ave. NE, Redmond. There 
will be more information in the next 
Zündfolge issue. 

Promo for VRM

The pOrsche club has graciOusly 
inviTed BMW CCA members to be 
their guests for their 2012 autocross 
season at Bremerton Motorsport 
Park. If you have completed the car  
control clinic and are thinking of 
trying out a high performance driv-
ing school, autocross is great filler 
between these events and will  
further develop your car handling 
skills in a fun and social environment. 
 What is autocross? It is a low to 
medium speed driving skill contest. 
Each car is separately timed over 
a clearly defined forward moving 
course of slaloms, braking maneu-
vers and obstacle avoidance. Pri-
mary emphasis is placed on driver 
skill along with car handling and 
maneuverability rather than raw 
power or straight-line performance. 
Speeds should not exceed typical 
highway speeds. Events occur on 
an unobstructed expanse of open 
pavement with orange safety cones 
defining the course. The low speed 
and “single car on course” aspects 
of the sport create a high level of 
safety for both car and driver. Event 
structure allows individual choice 
from a relaxed to a highly competi-
tive atmosphere. 

Autocross with Porsche Club
 Keep an eye on our Club website 
and forum for links to pre-registra-
tion. You will need to bring your 
current BMW CCA membership 
card and driver’s license with you 
to the event. Cost is $30 for pre-
registered participants. BMWs will 
register in the Time Only class. More 
information is available at: http://
pnwr.org/Track/autocross/default.asp.
 If you have any questions, please 
call Michelle Miller 253-334-9948 
or send an email to her at
wearethemillers@clearwire.net.

Pacific NW Porsche Club  
Autocross Schedule 
All events to be held at Bremerton Motorsports Park.

03/17    Auto-X #1

04/14    Auto-X #2

05/26    Auto-X #3

06/09    Auto-X #4

07/28    Auto-X #5

08/11    Auto-X #6

09/01    Auto-X #7

09/29    Auto-X #8

10/20    Auto-X #9

Club member, Byron Sanborn’s impec-
cably restored 2002 Turbo will likely be 
one of the fabulous cars at VRM.
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cOMe jOin fellOw club MeMbers  
on a three hour urban wine tour in 
Seattle. This is designed for small groups 
and is limited to twelve participants 
(must be twenty-one or over). We will 
ride in a comfortable appointed van, 
accompanied by a guide who knows the 
Washington wine industry while we visit 
several wineries just a short ride away 
from the starting point.

•	 We	will	meet	at	a	downtown	Seattle	
wine bar (106 Pine) at 1 p.m. for a  
glass of bubbly while learning the 
basics of Washington Wine from local 
wine experts.

•	 Visit	a	group	of	Seattle	wineries	where	 
we’ll pair their delicious wines with 
local cheeses, meats and chocolate.

Seattle Urban Wine Tour

WINE  TAST ING  EVENT

•	 Back	at	106	Pine,	enjoy	a	pairing	
of red wine and one of our favorite 
truffles from Chocolate Box, followed 
by a shot of espresso or a cappuccino 
to help you rally for Happy Hour at 
106 Pine.

 To register, please send a check  
payable to BMW CCA Puget Sound 
Region for $40 per person. Please send 
to Lucetta Lightfoot, PO Box 99391,  
Seattle, WA  98139. (The USPS post-
mark will be used if oversold for deter-
mining first come first serve.)  
 If you need more details, please send 
an email to Lucetta and Duane at  
lucettalightfoot@msn.com. 

Lucetta Lightfoot
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 There are a few changes for 2012. 
You still need to register for all events 
online with www.MotorsportsReg.com. 
You will need to set up an account with 
MotorsportsReg. When you register, make  
sure it is for the right event because on 
each of the four dates at Pacific Race-
ways there will be both a CCC and 
HPDS event listed on Motorsports. To 
participate in the CCC you must have 
a valid drivers license and be at least 16 
years old. (If you are less than 18 years 
old you will need a parent to sign the 
waiver. Go to the Club’s web site, under 
Driving Schools and look up waiver 
forms). For the CCC, you do not need a 
helmet, a tech inspection is not required 
and convertibles are welcome. For the 
HPDS, you will need a helmet (we have 
some loners) which is Snell 2010 or 2005 
rated and you must be 18 years old with 
a valid driver’s license. Convertibles are 
not permitted at HPDS and you will be 
required to have your car inspected.  
 Again this year your car tech will  
be good for all year, make sure you 
bring a copy of your tech inspection to 

MOTOR SPORTS
iT May be The dead Of winTer but 
plans are being laid for another year of 
track events. We have four dates under 
contract with Pacific Raceways and one 
track day at the new Shelton track, “The 
Ridge.” Track Days are here again! Our 
chapter’s track season begins in April:

April 13, Friday (Pacific Raceway)
June 22, Friday (PR)
August 17, Friday (The Ridge in Shelton)
September 14, Friday (PR)
October 5, Friday (PR)

 On each of these dates (except 
for the August 17 date at The Ridge) 
we plan to have a Car Control Clinic 
(CCC) and a High Performance Driving 
School (HPDS) running concurrently. 
 Prices will be confirmed and similar 
to 2011 (what a surprise) for our 2012 
events at Pacific Raceway. The event at 
The Ridge will be costlier because of 
the higher track rental fees. Therefore, I 
will let you know the final cost for each 
event after January 14 when the Track 
Committee meets for the 2012 season. 

each event enter. This is IMPORTANT. 
You will not be allowed to participate 
without this. Your car must be inspected 
by a qualified ASE certified mechanic. 
See the BMW Club web site under 
Driving Schools for the list of mechanics  
qualified to tech your car and for the 
tech form.
 Once you register for any of the 
events, you will receive a full informa-
tion package including directions to the 
track, what to bring, what time to be 
there, etc.
 For now, keep you and your bimmer 
warm and look forward to that April 
day when we’ll return to the track.  
Then we’ll be able to drive our Ultimate 
Driving Machines in the manner they 
were intended to be driven.
 See you at the track!

Rick Gulstrom 
Driving Events Coordinator 

rick@gmsarch.com
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happy new year! 2011 was OK, but 2012 is going to be 
GREAT! I have already been getting lots of phone calls  
from drivers who are building new track cars, getting current 
track cars prepared or generally getting their act together for 
the upcoming track season. Thanks for your calls and emails, 
keep them coming!
 What are your New Year’s goals for twenty-twelve?  
How are you going to achieve them?
 One of my goals is to get on track at least twice this year 
in either a track day or a race. Another one is to donate more 
of my time helping drivers become better prepared for going 
to the track. My third goal is to run at least 1,200 miles this 
year to continue to improve my physical fitness to be better 
prepared for the racing environment.
 Another goal—I would like to see more performance  
drivers walk the track often. The best part is it’s a simple  
and FREE performance enhancer. But wait, there’s more! 
You also get forty-five minutes worth of exercise at no  
additional charge!
 I walked the track last year at Portland International  
Raceway. I was not driving that weekend, but I always  
try to make it a point to walk the track even if I am not  
driving. On my walk I discovered there were some slight  
paving changes at the apex of Turn 1 since the last time 

I walked it. This meant you could drive the car over the apex 
much more aggressively and potentially reduce your lap time.  
(I also learned that the raccoons forage for food on  the  
back straight early in the morning.) My walk paid off  
because one of my clients’ was the quickest of the weekend 
using the things I observed during my walk.

AS YOU WALK THE TRACK ON YOUR OWN, TRY THESE THREE THINGS:
•	 Turn around every now and then to see the surface from a different  

angle, you never know what you might see. Things like dips, 
cracks, elevation, and camber changes may not be obvious 
looking in the normal direction.

•	 Feel the track surface with the bottom of your shoes. Does the  
texture and subsequently the grip level change from one 
place to another?

•	 Look at what the run off area looks like. Have you found the safe 
places to drive off the track if you need to because of carry-
ing too much speed? It’s a lot nicer knowing about the big 
rock or hole hiding in the grass before driving over it.

 So, if you are looking to go faster and reduce your lap 
times, doing the same things over and over again will not 
give you a different result. Try something different! Walk the 
track, even if it is your home track! Get to the track early and 
walk it before the track goes green. If you go to a school like 
ProFormance Racing School they do ‘turn studies;’ these are 
short clinics facilitated by a senior instructor and the subtle 
nuances of the turn or series of turns can be studied in detail.
 Pounding around the track doing exactly the same thing 
over and over again is just a waste of time and money. So  
for your next track day, do something new. Walk the track if 
you don’t normally, drive a new line, or maybe walk out to a 
corner station and watch other cars circulate to see what the 
line looks like from another perspective.
 Finally, write down your goals in your driver’s log book  
and be sure to follow up before and after each event to see 
how you are progressing toward completing each goal.
 Are you interested in learning more about how to go  
faster and safer for free? Then visit my blog . . .
http://blog.tcmotorsports.net/

Carlo Sparacio

New Year’s Driving Goals
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nOw ThaT The kids are back in 
schOOl, it was time to hit the road 
again. On September 7 Karen and I set 
out to join the Inland Empire Chapter 
for the “Bears, Bimmers and Geysers” 
tour of Yellowstone National Park. 
We started at the Park’s northwest 
entrance at Gardiner, Montana, drove 
through Mammoth Hot Springs to the 
Park Headquarters and then on to the 
Park’s northeast entrance at Silver Gate. 
That’s when the fun really started! The 
Beartooth Highway, U.S. 212, winds up 
over Beartooth Pass at 10,947 ft (3337 
m). As you can see, it is a barren land-
scape like nothing I had seen before. It 
looks like you are on top of the world. 

for the Tower-Roosevelt area where the 
park headquarters are located. Along 
the way, we saw beautiful mountains, 
meadows, and wildlife. There are numer-
ous bison in the park. We headed to 

On The Road Again: Sheer BMW Driving Pleasure in the Fall
Canyon Village and the upper and lower 
falls of the Yellowstone River. After 
viewing the falls, it was time to head for 
our motel in West Yellowstone where 
we would spend the next two nights. 
West Yellowstone is a very touristy 
town; we had an excellent dinner at a 
barbeque restaurant. 
 The next morning, we re-entered the 
park at the west entrance. Our first stop 
was at Firehole Falls on the Firehole 
River; the falls themselves are beautiful, 
but the cliff above the viewpoint park-
ing lot provided a unique view of the lot 
filled with the cars in our group. Driv-
ing south, we took Firehole Lake Drive 
on the way to see Old Faithful where 

This road is a great BMW driving expe-
rience. A construction project slowed us 
down a bit, but we arrived to join Chris 
and the group in Red Lodge, Montana 
late in the afternoon. There were BMWs 
and Minis from Seattle, Spokane and 
Coeur d’Alene, plus Park City and Salt 
Lake City, Utah.
 The next morning we started our tour 
of Yellowstone in earnest. Re-tracing 
our route on the Beartooth Highway, 
this time we slowed down to see more 
of this fantastic landscape. Our first stop 
was at Vista Point Rest Area. We nearly 
filled the parking lot with BMWs and 
Minis. We entered the park and headed 

Cars at Vista Point, BearToothRestArea.

Yellowstone River, 
Lower Falls,

Lower Falls of the Yellowstone River.
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Continued on Page 12

we saw White Geyser, a unique forma-
tion. Old Faithful gave us quite a show. 
Although I’ve seen it several times, it’s 
always quite a show. Unfortunately, I 
was too close to get a picture at its full 
height. After lunch, we headed for West 
Thumb Geyser Basin where we saw old 
geysers under Yellowstone Lake’s water. 
From there, Karen and I visited Mid 
Geyser Basin where the colors in the 
geyser formations were spectacular. In 
this area, bacteria existing in these harsh 
waters produce the fantastic orange and 
brown colors.

Old Faithful.

Bacteria Colors, Geyser Basin.

We had an excellent lunch at the lodge 
where the views are terrific. As we were 
leaving Wyoming, we happened upon 
the City of Green River. The rock for-
mations and sunsets near our hotel were 
really neat. You should take a minute 
to enjoy the river walk in Green River. 
Continuing south, we drove through 
miles and miles of the beautiful Flam-
ing Gorge National Recreation Area. 
On the way, we stopped at Red Can-
yon, which is about 1,700 feet deep and 
about 4,000 feet wide. We thought this 
was pretty amazing until we saw Can-
yonlands National Park and later Devils 
Canyon in California.
 We used Moab, Utah as our home 
base for exploring Canyonlands Na-
tional Park. The northern area of the 
park is known as Islands in the Sky and 
the southern area is called the Needles 
District. The rock formations were really 
quite different in each of these places. 
The view from Grand Point, Islands 
in the Sky, was truly a sight to behold. 
The breadth and depth of the canyons 

Sunset in Green River, Wyoming.

as the name implies, many rock arches, 
some only discovered in recent years. 
One of the most interesting is the Win-
dows where two arches were formed in 
the same sandstone formation. Don’t 
miss the Park Avenue section where 
the formations resemble the tall build-
ings on New York City’s Park Avenue. 
While in Moab, we drove the Manti-La 
Sal Mountain loop; not recommended 
for Recreational Vehicles but a great 
road to test your driving skills and your 
BMW’s suspension. Sharp curves, steep 
grades and expansive views make this 
a must see if you are in Moab. It rained 
hard and snowed as we did this loop so 
you’ll have to visit to see what I’m talk-
ing about.
 Heading south in Utah again, we 
headed for the Needles District of 
Canyon Lands National Park. Again, 
the rock formations in this are quite dif-
ferent. Leaving the Needles District, we 
stopped at Newspaper Rock; here, there 
are numerous petroglyphs etched in a 
rock panel; some believed to be from 
as early as 2,000 years ago; in the 1950s 
people added their own marks. Our 
next stop was Natural Bridges National 
Monument. I hiked down the Kachina 
Bridge Trail, dropping 400 feet in a little 
over a half a mile traversing slickrock 
(petrified sandstone) slopes, steel 
stairways and wooden ladders. The trail 
provides an up close and personal view 
of the natural bridge. A loop road pro-
vides excellent views of the three major 
bridges in the park. Our next stop was 
Canyon de Chelly National Monument; 
the South Rim Trail has seven overlooks 
that provide outstanding views of the 
steep, red, canyon walls and the fertile, 
flat valley floor. There are numerous 
cliff dwellings that can be viewed from 
the overlooks. 

 Now it was time to leave the group 
and head south on our own. Our goal 
was to visit Monument Valley in south-
ern Utah. As we drove out the Yellow-
stone South Entrance toward the Grand 
Tetons in Wyoming the scenery was re-
ally special. You get a great view of the 
Tetons from Signal Mountain Lookout, 
a few miles south of the famous Jack-
son Lake Lodge, a historic landmark. 

Signal Mountain Lookout.

Grand Point, Island in the Sky.

really took your breath away. Don’t 
miss the Green River Lookout at sunset. 
This is where the Green River joins 
the Colorado on its way to Arizona. 
While in Moab, we visited the Red Cliffs 
Adventure Lodge, where we enjoyed a 
barbeque lunch, and Arches National 
Park. Arches National Park contains, 
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West Thumb Geyser Basin.Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area

Green River Lookout. The Windows in Arches National Park.

The Needles District of Canyonlands National Park. Newspaper Rock.

Photos by Steve Plusch.



 February 2012 ZüNDFOLGE 11

Natural Bridges National Monument.
View from the South Rim Trail of Canyon de Chelly  
National Monument. 

The Moki Dugway is a breathtaking gravel road that winds 
up the face of a 1200-foot cliff with narrow hairpin turns 
at an 11% grade. 

Approaching Monument Valley from the North.

Movie making in Monument Valley. Clouds at the Hells Canyon overlook.
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 At our next stop in Mexican Hat, 
Utah, named for the “Hat” rock forma-
tion, we happened upon two unexpected 
attractions nearby: the Moki Dugway 
and Goosenecks State Park. The Moki 
Dugway is a breathtaking gravel road 
that winds up the face of a 1200-foot 
cliff with narrow hairpin turns at an 
11% grade.  
 I had some trepidation about taking 
my 650 up this road, but ultimately, the 
quest for a new adventure got the best 
of me. We started up the road late in 
the afternoon, but after about a mile, 

On the Road Again
we thought better of it and decided to 
return the next morning. We stopped 
to turn around at a wide spot in the 
extremely narrow road. As we pulled 
off the road two madmen driving trucks, 
with precarious loads of firewood, 
whizzed by us at about 40 mph on this 
road where the speed limit is 5 mph! 
After dusting ourselves off, we headed 
back to the San Juan Inn diner for a 
hot meal. This is a spartan inn, but it’s 
convenient to Monument Valley. The 
famous View Motel in Monument V 
alley and Goulding’s Lodge nearby 
were both full. 
 The next morning we headed back to 
conquer the Moki Dugway. On the way, 
we saw huge rocks along the road. We 
didn’t stay parked here for very long! I 
was relieved when we got the top of the 
Moki Dugway. The views of the Valley 
of the Gods and the surrounding area 
were worth the trip. We had an unevent-
ful trip back down to the valley floor. 
 The second, unexpected spot that 
we visited was Goosenecks State Park. 
Here, the river winds through a deep 

Continued from Page 9

canyon taking six miles along the 
banks of the river to cover one mile in 
a straight line. It was quite a view from 
the overlook above the canyon.
 We finally reached our objective, 
Monument Valley, Utah. Monument 
Valley actually straddles the Utah-Ari-
zona border. We approached Monument 
Valley from the North. We opted for an 
afternoon truck tour of Monument Val-
ley with a Native American guide from 
Goulding’s Lodge. We wound through 
the backcountry in the valley, much of 
which is off-limits to personal vehicles, 

Mexican Hat, Utah. Rocks along the Moki Dugway.
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for about four hours. Monument Valley  
is truly monumental in scope and beauty.  
It is hard to pick just a couple of pictures  
to show what an interesting place it is. 
Numerous gigantic rock formations rise 
out of the valley floor; these two are 
called the mittens; there is a left and a 
right hand! Several John Wayne movies 
were made in Monument Valley. At sun-
set, the rock formations really stand out. 
 Having achieved our objective of 
visiting Monument Valley, we headed 
south again to Arizona, Nevada and 
California. We spent four days relaxing 
in Las Vegas before heading to Long 
Beach, California to visit my 95-year-
old Mom. After a nice visit, we headed 
north again through eastern California 
up U.S. Route 95. On the way, we visited 
Mono Lake, Twin Lakes near Bridgeport,  
California and then into Oregon. We 

stopped in Baker City, Oregon to visit 
the Sumpter Junction Restaurant; they 
have model railroad trains running 
around the top of the eating area. In 
Baker City, we learned of the Oregon 
Trail Interpretive Museum and Hells 
Canyon as must see places to visit on 
our way north. If you are anywhere near 
Baker City, be sure to visit the Oregon 
Trail Museum. There are life-size ex-
hibits depicting an immigrant family’s 
travel from St. Louis, Missouri to Baker 
City, Oregon. The story of the trials and 
tribulations of their difficult journey to 
Oregon and beyond was really touching. 
Over 300,000 immigrants traveled this 
trail until the railroad was finished. Trav-
eling in a BMW is not tough; traveling 
in a covered wagon is!
 Our last real sightseeing stop was 
Hells Canyon. It is about seventy miles 
north of Baker City through a rugged 
valley. The last thirty miles is a poorly 
paved, narrow road with many tight 
curves: a perfect road for the Ultimate 
Driving Machine. After an hour and a 
half, we climbed and climbed until we 
reached the Hells Canyon Overlook. 
Hells Canyon was carved by the Snake 
River; it is purported to be the deepest 
canyon in the U.S. The canyon is ten 
miles wide at the overlook and there 
are no bridges across it and there is 
no access to the river floor by car. As 
we approached the wall of the canyon, 
we looked down on the clouds below. 
The bottom of the canyon, 8,000 feet 
below, was not visible! Before we left, 
the clouds dissipated and the view was 
spectacular. 
 From Hells Canyon, we headed 
straight home. Our journey included  
a dozen national and state parks (thank 
goodness for our Golden Access  

URL FOR POINTS OF INTEREST:

Yellowstone National Park
www.nps.gov/yell/index.htm

Beartooth Highway
www.redlodge.com/downloads/bthighway.pdf

Grand Teton National Park
www.nps.gov/grte/index.htm

Jackson Lake Lodge
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Lake_Lodge

Signal Mountain Lookout
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signal_Mountain_(Wyoming)

Green River Wyoming
www.grchamber.com/

Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flaming_Gorge_National_ 
Recreation_Area

Canyonlands National Park, Island in the Sky: 
www.nps.gov/cany/planyourvisit/islandinthesky.htm

Arches National Park
www.nps.gov/arch/index.htm

Manti La-Sal Loop Road
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manti-La_Sal_National_Forest

Canyonlands National Park – The Needles District: 
www.nps.gov/cany/planyourvisit/needles.htm

Newspaper Rock
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newspaper_Rock_State_ 
Historic_Monument

Natural Bridges National Monument
www.nps.gov/nabr/index.htm

Canyon de Chelly National Monument
www.nps.gov/cach/index.htm

Mexican Hat, Utah
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican_Hat,_Utah

Moki Dugway
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utah_State_Route_261

Goosenecks State Park, Utah
www.utah.com/stateparks/goosenecks.htm

Monument Valley, Utah
www.utah.com/nationalparks/monument_valley.htm

Mono Lake, California
www.monolake.org/about/

Oregon Trail Interpretive Center
www.blm.gov/or/oregontrail/

Hells Canyon Overlook, Oregon
vagabonders-supreme.net/HellsCanyon.htm

Gooseneck State Park.

Goulding’s Lodge Truck Tour.

“The Mittens” gigantic rock formations.

Sunset in Monument Valley.

National Park Pass for seniors; it saved 
us a ton of money). In the four and a 
half weeks that our trip took, we cov-
ered 5,700 miles. The car ran smoothly 
and we really had spectacular weather 
as you can see from the photos.
 Karen and I are looking forward  
to our next BMW adventure.

Steve Plusch
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The PRO3 grid, now scattered 
across the four corners of the 
Northwest, more resembles 
a jumbled mess of Mad Max 
movie props leaking more 
fluids than a BP oil well.

Racers are Funny that Way

ah, yes, The ‘Off seasOn’ Of racing. 
Right after the last race of the year, 
you can be sure that every PRO3 racer 
carefully tucked in their racecar for the 
winter with all the proper cold-weather 
preparations having been made and 
all the systems checked, broken bits 
replaced or fixed, and now those cars  
all sit and wait, ready to take on the first 
track day of 2012! Yep, and then, back  
in the real world…
 The PRO3 grid, now scattered across 
the four corners of the Northwest, more 
resembles a jumbled mess of Mad Max 
movie props leaking more fluids than a 
BP oil well. Okay, there might be one 
racer in the bunch who is striving for 
“overachiever” status in the group, but  
I know that person is not me (nor is it  

The PRO3 Line
either of the Hill brothers for that matter).
 For 95% of the PRO3 grid, the car 
remains in the exact same condition as 
it did when it left the track (for some 
racers, “left the track” could be taken 
literally.) Typically what happens is that 
during a season of racing, everything 
is focused on the car and getting ready 
for the next event, and many times, that 
preparation for the next event took 
place at the next event. We’re a funny 
bunch that way, lulled into a sense of 
comfort knowing that we drive a very 
reliable and sturdy box known to many 
as the best car BMW ever made. It’s a 
matter of opinion, but really, these cars 
have proven to be very reliable even in 
the face of maintenance being done out-
side of factory recommended intervals. 
 The typical PRO3 car will sit idle  
for several months until the driver is  
required to get his or her annual physi-
cal. It is then (usually about February) 
that it occurs to Mr. Racer that perhaps 
the car should get its own physical. 
That’s when the little check engine light 
goes on inside our skulls. “Oh yeah; 
my car is broke!” is the more typical 
response at that moment. Next comes 
the shopping. Oh, the shopping! Online, 
at local suppliers, Craigslist.org, other 
racer buddies…the vendor list is lengthy 

and so are the accompanying receipts. 
Speaking of Craigslist, I would bet good 
money that if you tracked common 
search terms at various times of the 
year, “E30” or “BMW Transmission” 
would both see much higher click-
through activity during the months of 
February and March. This is also why 
the average cost of an E30 increases 
about 25% during this same period;  
I blame PRO3.
 Okay, so maybe I exaggerate the 
situation. Maybe there are racers in 
the group that got a jump start on the 
process and started earlier than the rest 
of us. I happen to know for a fact this is 
the case because I sold a differential to 
a fellow PRO3 driver after he realized 
that a 3.73 is not the ideal ratio for this 
car on our tracks. I sold him what was at, 
one time, a 4.10 differential with actual 
bearings in it and a lot less metal shavings.  
He was happy to pay me the asking 
price in cash and part trade of a ball cap 

He was happy to pay me the 
asking price in cash and part 
trade of a ball cap and spiffy 
coffee mug. 
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and spiffy coffee mug. He then promptly 
took it to a rebuilder who would bring it 
back to life (after the requisite exchange 
of loads of cash) and was thrilled to do 
it. Racers are funny that way. 
 There were the usual grumblings in 
the paddock this season about engines 
not being up to par with low dyno 
numbers as the car in question placed 
further back in the grid than the driver 
was expecting. That of course leads to a 
trip to the local engine builder dujour 
who can promise obscene horsepower 
gains and still remain “legal” for the 
class. Because every racer knows that 
horsepower equals podium! Racers are 
funny that way.
 Then there are those of us with car 
mechanicals in fine shape, but the body 
could use a can of bondo, a few smacks 
with a hammer and some touch up paint.  
Our racecars could use some of this as 
well. The Reaper has its share of dings 
and dents. All damage was acquired 
through “racing incidents” of course, 

which is our euphemism for “I don’t 
know what happened. One minute I’m 
racing, then, BAM! I’m in the dirt/tires/
competitor.” Must have been mechani-
cal failure. Racers are funny that way. 
 I think the most commonly overlooked  
piece of equipment necessary for our 
sport, and often times requiring regular 
maintenance, is the racer spouse. This is 
the person who will be standing in the 
bleachers cheering us on as we finish 
triumphantly in ninth place, in the rain, 
late on Sunday afternoon. Overlook this 
valuable item in the race kit, and you 
will pay, one way or the other. Take my 
lead, gents, I recently bought the missus 

a brand new set of tires for the family 
truckster. Yessir, nothing says “love” like 
the smell of fresh street rubber. Racers 
are funny that way.
 So as you can see, the PRO3 group 
is extremely busy this time of year, 
because we spent the off season verbally 
jousting with one another on various 
forums, talking smack about others’ 
driving, and watching You Tube videos 
of our international greatness rather 
than spend that time under our cars 
making lists of necessary bits and bolts 
to replace the ones that fell off. Or, 
we’re behind on the racecar because  
we neglected to start on that honey-do 
list that was growing during the race 
season. 

All damage was acquired 
through “racing incidents”  
of course, which is our  
euphemism for “I don’t know 
what happened. 

Overlook this valuable item in 
the race kit, and you will pay, 
one way or the other. 
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Once upOn a TiMe a rutted wagon road 
was the only route between Yakima  and 
Ellensburg to the north. It started in the 
town of Selah and traversed through 
some very lovely rolling, rocky and 
open country. This road—now a Jeep 
trail—passes west of the Yakima River 
Canyon, crosses the Umtanum and 
Manastash ridges and at its low point 
crosses Wenas Creek on its way north. 
In springtime, blankets of wild flowers 
such as long-leafed phlox, plains lupine 
and several varieties of balsamroot 
bloom on the breezy hills. The views are 
big and long and sometimes the skies 
are full of dramatic clouds with wisps  

of rain that look like long strands of  
hair in the wind. 
 The need for an easier and cheaper 
way to get goods and people between 
Ellensburg and Yakima led to construc-
tion of a railroad along the Yakima River  
through Ellensburg Canyon. A road was 
eventually built on the east side of the 
river as the main route between these 
two towns. The railroad is still used  
today to haul lumber, coal, grain and 
other goods to and from the ports in  
the Puget Sound region.
 When Interstate I-82 was completed 
in the 1970s, it transited the 320,000  
undeveloped acres of the US Army’s 

The Blue Roads
Yakima River Canyon

Yakima Firing Range (also called  
Yakima Training Center). The new free-
way allowed drivers to see what Eastern 
Washington was like thousands of years 
before the white man, irrigation and  
ranching changed the landscape. Sage-
brush, bitterbrush, rabbit brush and 
acres of wildflowers blanket the area. 
Once thought to be the only remaining  
habitat in Eastern Washington for the 
threatened pygmy cottontail rabbit, 
thousands of acres of relatively unspoiled  
rolling shrub-steppe environment reveal 
Big Views to the west of hills and dry 
canyons, and occasional views of Mount 
Rainier and Mount Adams. The rolling 
hills force vehicles up and down three 
major grades, testing their cooling  
systems and brakes. When traveling 
north from Yakima to Ellensburg, the 
last of these ridges, Manastash Ridge, 
drops over 1,000 feet in four miles,  
giving you lovely views of the fertile 

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
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Kittatas Valley. On a clear day you, can 
see as far as the Stuart Range in the 
Alpine Lakes Wilderness Area near 
Leavenworth. 
 But this is about the Yakima River 
Canyon and the road that has become 
a tourist attraction. The canyon is an 
excellent way for frequent freeway 
travelers to get a break from the steep 
grades on I-82, and shave about ten 
miles from their trip. Be aware that the 
speed limit in the canyon (45 mph) and 
the Big Views will make you slow down 
and enjoy the journey, so expect this 
route to take some extra time.
 The Yakima River meanders through 
this landscape and gives clues to the 
geology and how the Canyon came to 
be. Over a period of twenty million 
years, cracks opened in the earth’s crust 
allowing vast floods of lava to pour out 

onto the ground. Time between these 
floods was a few days, a few weeks, a 
few months, a few years or even thou-
sands of years. The river kept up with 
these floods, wearing down the cooled 
lava and maintaining its course as it cut 
through the basalt. Geologists know this 
because of the meandering course the 
river takes today. Along the roadside, 
sheer cliffs reveal columnar basalt as 
well as sedimentary formations, giving 
some indication of the cataclysms that 
occurred here. 
 Sedimentary and igneous rocks are 
easily visible along the road. There is 
one area where sedimentary rocks and 
different types of basalt are exposed 
within about 100 feet. This is an excellent  
example of the geological forces that 
shaped the canyon—floods of lava 
spewing from cracks in the earth caused 

by the uplifting of the Cascades and 
the subsequent flooding and cutting of 
rock by the river. I do not know if the 
Spokane and Missoula floods at the end 
of the ice age had an influence of the 
geology here, but I would not doubt it. 
 Land ownership in the Canyon is  
a patchwork of state, federal, private 
conservation groups and private land. 
There has been some development in 
the canyon—this is noticeable in the 
north part where several cluster home 
sites have been built. Many of these 
have orchards and vineyard acreage. 
Long time residents have ranch lands 
in the bottom of the canyon. The Nature 
Conservancy and other conservation 
groups have purchased land in the Can-
yon to add to existing protected lands. 

Continued on Page 18
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 Wildlife abounds in the Canyon. 
Some of you know the fishing here is 
top-notch. Fly fishermen come here for 
trout and steelhead. Last winter during 
a snowy December morning a Golden 
Eagle made its way above the river 
while I drove alongside! When I took 
the photos for this article I saw three 
mature American Eagles sitting in trees 
in the north part of the Canyon. On 

The Blue Roads Continued from Page 17

pools that offer wildlife viewing, mainly 
waterfowl. Entering the Canyon after 
Thrall Road, you will see numerous 
stands of poplar and pine trees. This is 
where I saw three American Eagles on 
my trip. The road meanders along with 
the river revealing new views as it goes. 
The tops of the hills reach some 2,000 
feet above the river. Bare hills give way 
to basalt faces where the river cut away 
the rock. 
 At about nine miles from Thrall  
Road there is a feature I always enjoy. 
It appears to be a large area of rock that 
looks like a bowl scooped out by flood-
water. It is a large area and reminds me 
of a glacial cirque. The forces that carved 
out that feature must have been immense!  
And where did all that rock go?
 At about eleven miles past Thrall 
Road are Red’s Fly Shop and the new 
Canyon River Ranch Lodge. Built at the 
time of The Big Bust, this new destina-
tion offers fishermen a place to stay and 
dry out and warm up after a day on the 
river. Red’s offers lessons and guide 

another recent trip, my companion and 
I counted eight eagles; we’re sure there 
were more! Cougar, elk, deer and other 
critters call the Canyon home along with 
the more commonly seen cattle, crows 
and ravens. 
 Another type of wildlife makes 
the Canyon a seasonal home—rafters, 
or Homo sapiens rafteri drunkensis.  
Late on a warm Sunday afternoon last 
summer my lady friend and I decided 
to take a leisurely drive through the 
Canyon on our way back from Seattle. 
Rafters were a frequent sight on the 
river. We saw at least seven State Patrol 
and County Sheriff vehicles when the 
most I usually see is one. No doubt they 
were patrolling for drunk drivers after 
a long hot day on the river. It’s a good 
time to stay out of the Canyon.
 If coming from Seattle, take exit 109 
(Canyon Road) on I-90. After stopping  
for a break, head south on Canyon 
Road (SR 821) towards Yakima and the 
Canyon. On the right at Ringer Loop 
will be some Yakima River flatlands and Ph

ot
o 

by
 K

ar
l A

ge
e.



 February 2012 ZüNDFOLGE 19

services. The Nature Conservancy’s 
preserve is located just across the river 
from here. 
 Another seven miles down the river 
is Roza Dam, which provides irrigation 
water to much of the Yakima Valley. Just 
south of here is a cut through the rock 
that makes a sharp 90-degree left-hand 
turn. You have to be careful here and 
while driving along other basalt cliffs as 
rocks often come down onto the road. I 
have driven through here on cold spring 
mornings and the road is littered with 
rocks! The freeze-thaw action breaks 
rocks off. They’ve fallen onto the road in 
front of my car but one has not hit me. Yet. 
 At about two miles from Roza Dam 
the road is about 100 feet above the 
river and opposite an impressive basalt 
cliff face. The colors in the rock change 
with the lighting—sometimes black and 
brown, sometimes rich shades of red 
and orange. The peak on the opposite 
side of the river rises to over 2,600 feet. 
It’s worth it to pull over in a turnout 
during nesting season and just view 
any birds nesting on the cliff face with 
binoculars or a spotting scope. Expect to 
see Peregrine or other falcons here and 
on other rock faces. 
 The road then exits the canyon. The 
old road, visible on the cliff to the left, 
goes through two short tunnels cut 
through a cliff outcropping. The tunnels 
are blocked off now. The state keeps 
dumping more rock and other debris 
probably from rock-fall clean-ups here 
to keep people out. 
 As the road exits the canyon, on  
your right you’ll drive by the Sundown 
M Ranch, a large chemical dependency  
treatment center. Continuing on through  
fruit orchards to Selah, you can get back 
on I-82 to go back to Ellensburg and 
Seattle, or continue on to Yakima. 

Karl Agee
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January 31: March Issue    
February 28: April Issue    
March 27: May Issue

Classified Advertising Policy: Classified 
ads are free to current members. Zünd-
folge staff reserves the right to edit all 
classified ads. All ads must be typed 
and emailed to the Editor, Lucetta 
Lightfoot at lucettalightfoot@msn.com 
or mailed to Zündfolge, c/o Lucetta 
Lightfoot, P.O.Box 99391, Seattle, WA 
98139. All ads must be submitted for 
EACH publication.
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BMWs For Sale
2004 325xi: Arctic Silver with black leather 
interior with manual five speed and 111,000 
miles. Heated seats, sun/moon roof, ski 
package, CD player. New tires and all  
records; great in the snow. All non-smoking,  
no accidents, clean, well cared for condition, 
always garaged. Asking $14,500. Call  
425-319-8175 (Everett).

1999 M Roadster: Arctic Silver, black and grey 
interior. 49,000 miles, manual transmission, 
Dinan chip, Strong Strut front and rear braces.  
Factory CD changer. Third owner, garaged and 
covered. Less than 3,500 miles on Goodyear F1 
tires. Photos on request. $18,995. Contact Jerry 
at pjwarden1@comcast.net or 206-772-0843.

1986 635CSI: Daily driver. Tan with tan interior.  
Five speed standard trans. $2,000. Black 
Diamond, WA. Contact Harold at 360-886-7038 
or hhutch1234@yahoo.com.

Parts
Tow Dolly: with tie down straps and additional 
magnetic lights. $350. Contact Harold at 
hhutch1234@yahoo.com or 360-886-7038.

Wheels and Tires: Set of four Dunlop Winter 
Sport M3 tires and BMW rims. Tires are 
224/55R 16 95H M+S tires in good shape with 
good tread mounted on BMW wheels. Wheels 
will fit 99 – 02 E39 5 Series BMW and are in 
excellent shape no scrapes, rust or scratches. 
$600 obo. Call John Slaughter at 509-945-2515.

Wanted
Wanted a short or long block: for an E21 323i 
Euro, M20 (baby six). Any help or ideas where 
to find one is appreciated. Contact Yanni at 
360-815-2011 or yannigholam@gmail.com.



 February 2012 ZüNDFOLGE 21



Periodicals

Postage 

PAID
Seattle, WA

BMW Car Club
of America
Puget Sound Region


