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•	 All	contributions	and	correspondance	with	the	Zündfolge	staff	need	to	be	sent	to	Lucetta	Lightfoot,	
	 the	Zündfolge	editor,	at	lucettalightfoot@msn.com.	Submit	all	photos	as	350dpi	tifs	at	100%	size.	

Submit	text	display	ads	as	800dpi	tifs.	Items	submitted	for	publication	will	not	be	returned.
•	 Contact	Jim	Millet	at	jimngloriamillet@comcast.net	for	information	about	display	ads.	
•	 Send	all	address	change	notices	to	bmwcclub@aol.com.
•	 The	Zündfolge	staff	is	always	looking	for	volunteers.	If	you	want	to	help	contact	the	editor.FR
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March 25 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for location.
March 30 
Deadline for the May Zündfolge issue: all 
submissions must be received by this date. 
Send to the editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.
April 10 
Hood Canal Tour: Join Club members on  
a tour of south Puget Sound, with a lunch stop 
at Alderbrook Lodge. For more information,  
see the article in the March Zündfolge, or  
visit the Club Events section of the Bulletin 
Board at www.bmwpugetsound.com.
April 29 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for location.
May 4 
Deadline for the June Zündfolge issue: all 
submissions must be received by this date. 
Send to the editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.
May 16 
Long Beach Tour: Join Club members on a 
tour to the Long Beach peninsula. For details 
see the article in this Zündfolge, or check the 
Club Events section of the Message Board at 
bmwpugetsound.com. 

May 27 
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for location.
June 5 
Dyno Event & BBQ: Begins at 10 a.m. at the 
Carb Connection 13611 NE 126th Place ST 240 
Kirkland, WA 98034. To RSVP or ask questions 
contact Jeff Butler at jeff@hauryscollision.com 
or call 206-365-1565.
June 6 
Burgers and BMWs: The First Annual Triple 
XXX Root Beer Drive-In. “Burgers and BMWs” 
event in Issaquah. Open to all BMW Club 
members. Contact Rick Gulstrom at  
206-644-1446 or rick@gmsarch.com. 
July 25 
Concours d’Elegance: at Cedar River Park  
in Renton. Please contact Michelle at  
wearethemillers@clearwire.net.
September 17, 18 & 19 
Sunriver Car Event: Plan now for a weekend 
filled with many wonderful cars. German cars 
are featured this year. Let’s get lots of BMWs at 
the event. More information to follow in future 
Zündfolge issues. Club contact for this event is 
Lucetta Lightfoot at lucettalightfoot@msn.com. 
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Postal Notice
Zündfolge (USPS 715-250) is pub-
lished monthly (except December) by 
the BMW CCA Puget Sound Region. 
Office of Publication: 5135 Ballard 
Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98107. Sub-
scriptions are $10 annually (available 
only as part of the $40 membership 
fee). Periodicals postage paid at 
Seattle, WA.	Postmaster, send ad-
dress changes to:

Zündfolge
PO Box 1259
Bellevue, WA 98009

Boilerplate
This magazine is the monthly 
publication of the BMW CCA, Puget 
Sound Region, and remains its 
property. All information furnished 
herein is provided by the member-
ship for members only. Ideas, 
suggestions and opinions, technical 
or otherwise, are those of the authors, 
without authentication by or liability to 
the editors or the Club.
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All Are welcome to enjoy Triple XXX Root Beer & Burgers while mean-
dering amongst BMWs and fellow enthusiasts followed by a cruise to finish 
the day on Sunday, June 6 starting at 10 a.m.

triple XXX Rootbeer Drive-in, 98 NE Gilman Boulevard, Issaquah, WA 98027

Burgers & BMWs June 6

Ph
ot

o	
by

	R
ic

k	
Gu

ls
tr

om
.



�	 ZüNDFOLGE	 April	2010

Spring driving SeASon iS upon uS! 
If you are new to the Club, or just 
haven’t participated in an activity yet, 
make this one your first! Tours are a 
great way to meet new friends, show 
off that Bimmer, and see more of the 
beautiful state that we call home. 
 On May 16, we’re planning a Club 
drive to the Long Beach Peninsula. 
Aptly named at twenty-eight miles  
in length, the Peninsula is the longest 
natural beach in the United States. 
While I wouldn’t recommend it, the 
beach is open to automobiles, with a 
strictly enforced speed limit. 
 We will travel south on I-5 
through Olympia, out toward the 
Coast on Highway 8, then south on 
a great stretch of Highway 101, with 
quite a few twisty sections and nice 
views of Willapa Bay. Arriving in 
Long Beach around noon, we’ll have 
lunch at the fantastic Shoalwater 
Restaurant, and leave a little time for 
sightseeing around town. The town of 
Long Beach has one of those dense, 
touristy centers, with kite shops, ice 

Long Beach Tour May 16

cream parlors, etc., and is easily cov-
ered on foot.  
 This route is about 3.5 hours 
each way, expect to return to Seattle 
around 6 p.m. or so. Even if the fore-
cast is for warm and sunny weather, 
bring a windbreaker! The coast can 
be foggy. 
 Registration for this event is 
limited to fifty people. You will need 
to register online at motorsportreg.
com. Sign up as a new user if you 
have never used the site before. 
Make sure you edit your Account 
Settings and add “BMW CCA–Puget 
Sound Chapter” to your membership 
to view Club events. This will take 
you to the event registration page 
where you will provide registration 
information, prepay for the lunch and 
receive meeting time and location. 
The registration fee is refundable 
until May 1, with a $10 cancellation 
fee, and no refunds after May 1. You 
must register online. Emailed RSVPs 
are not accepted. See you there! 

Scott Hieronymus
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BMW CCA PSR Event 
at Griot’s Garage

 

ON	THE	COVER
This month’s cover features a photo by Club 
member Steve Plusch. It was taken at Morro 
Rock, along the California Coast, while on a long 
fall tour across the country. To read about Steve’s 
trip and to view more photos please see the 
feature story starting on page nine.

Photo by Club member Steve Plusch.

APRIL 2010

May 1

All memberS Are invited to celebrate  
the new Griot’s Garage facility in Tacoma.  
Our Club will be the inaugural group to 
host an event at the new Griot’s Garage. 
The new facility will contain the corpo-
rate headquarters, their flagship retail 
store, a car care 
school, a museum 
of collectible  
vehicles and plenty 
of space to host  
car shows with 
a grass concours 
area, tons of 
parking, and even 
a small covered 
area for rainy day 
shows. The new facility will also be  
able to host banquets and other pro-
grams that require kitchen facilities.  
Follow the construction progress at 
www.inmygarage.com/?tag=a-new-garage.
 Reserve the Date: Saturday May 1, 
2010 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The address is 
3333 S. 38th St. Tacoma, WA 98409. To 
RSVP and for additional info contact 
Mike Ellis ss337@comcast.net.

DRIVING DIREctIONs 

• Exit I-5 at Tacoma Mall/So. 38th St. W. exit.
• Head West approx.¾ mile. North side of 

38th (on your right).
Griot’s is between Lawrence & Union. If you 
reach South Tacoma Way you have passed it.
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MOTOR SPORTS
the time hAS finAlly come to crawl 
out from the depths of winter and the 
offseason. Track Days are here again! Our 
chapter’s track season begins in April.
 For those of you who have never 
been to a track event, here is a primer: 
Our track program has two types of 
events. The first is the Car Control Clinic 
(CCC). This is something every driver 
should do whether they plan to come 
to the race track or not. The second is 
the High Performance Driving School 
(HPDS). This is not for everyone; only 
the hardcore enthusiasts.
 The CCC is held on a large flat piece of  
asphalt. Our extremely talented instruc-
tors lead the students through a series 
of drill stations. These are cumulative. 
We start with a slalom, which is driving 
through a row of cones, alternately  
passing cones on the left and right. 
Sounds easy but then we put someone 
with a flag at the end of the row to  
signal to you, so you have to be watch-
ing them while you slalom the cones.

 We do a couple of braking exercises. 
One is a simulation of an emergency 
situation in a straight line. You get 
to use the ABS (Anti-lock Braking 
System), something most people have 
never done. You won’t believe how fast 
your BMW can stop. Then you’ll get to 
do another emergency braking drill on 
a curve. Here you’ll learn why we say 
ABS really means “the Ability to Brake 
and Steer.” At the same time. Yep, full-
on emergency braking while steering 
around a curve. A variation on this 
theme is the collision avoidance drill 
where you’ll have to react to a signal, 
brake and swerve to avoid a collision. 
 Another fun exercise is the skid  
pad. We use a water truck to wet down a 
big patch of the asphalt. Then you’ll get 

the chance to slide and spin your  
car all over the place. It’s fun because 
you can’t hit anything. You will learn 
what understeer and oversteer are.  
The next time it rains or snows, you’ll  
be much more comfortable in a low-
traction situation.
 The final drill is a small autocross. 
This is a curving course made of cones. 
You’ll drive this as quickly as you can 
use all your new found skills. It is a 
great chance to put it all together. 
 While all this has great street driv-
ing applicability, we are also teaching 
you advanced car control and vehicle 
dynamics. That is why attending a CCC 
is a prerequisite to attending a High 
Performance Driving School (HPDS), 
the second step in our chapter track 
program. At the CCC we’ll even give 
you the opportunity to drive the Pacific 
Raceways full road racing course, at low 
speed. You’ll get a glimpse of step two 
and see whether you want to pursue  
this sport to the next level.

Our chapter’s track season 
begins in April.
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www.bmwpugetsound.com

2010 Driving Events Calendar
BMW CCA PSR Events

April
16	 H.P.	Driving	School	&	Car	Control		
	 Clinic	at	PR

May
27	 H.P.	Driving	School	&	Car	Control		
	 Clinic	at	PR

June
24	 H.P.	Driving	School	&	Car	Control		
	 Clinic	at	PR

August
12	 H.P.	Driving	School	&	Car	Control		
	 Clinic	at	PR

September
16	 H.P.	Driving	School	&	Car	Control		
	 Clinic	at	PR

Other Events Open to CCA Drivers

April
3-4	 BMW	Inland	Empire	Chapter	School		
	 in	Spokane

17	 PCA	Skills	Day	at	Bremerton

22	 ALFA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways

25	 BMW	CCBC	Driver’s	Challenge	at		
	 Pitt	Meadows

29	 PCA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways

May
10	 BMW	ACA	School	in	Portland

17	 BMW	CCBC	School	at	Mission

21	 ALFA	Lapping	Day	at	Bremerton

22	 PCA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways

29	 PCA	Skills	Day	at	Bremerton

June
10	 PCA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways

11	 BSCC	Lapping	Day	in	Bremerton

12	 PCA	Women’s	Skills	Day	in		
	 Bremerton

23	 ALFA	Evening	Lapping	at	Pacific		 	
	 Raceways

26	 Tri-Club	School	in	Portland

July
5	 BMW	ACA	School	in	Portland

9	 BSCC	Lapping	Day	in	Bremerton

10	 PCA	Skills	Day	at	Bremerton

11	 BMW	CCBC	Driver’s	Challenge		
	 at	Pitt	Meadows

16-18	 BMW	IEC	School	in	Spokane	

21	 PCA	School	at	Pacific	Raceways	

31	 PCA	Young	Driver	Skills	Day		
	 at	Bremerton

Contacts:

BMW CCA Inland Empire
	 www.iebmw.org
	 Scott	Adare
	 sadare@aol.com

BMW ACA, Portland
	 www.bmwacaportland.com
	 Greg	Meythaler	
	 greg.meythaler@intel.com

BMW Car Club of BC
	 www.bmwccbc.org
	 Rolf	Drommer
	 schools@bmwccbc.org

Bremerton Sports Car Club
	 www.bscc.net	

Dave	Ely
	 de2mr2@msn.com

NW Alfa Club
	 www.nwalfaclub.com
	 Herb	Sanborn
	 blue��gtv@earthlink.net

Porsche Club
	 www.pnwr.org
	 Tom	Pritchard
	 DriverEd@pnwr.org

Corvette Club 
	 www.corvettemarqueclub.com	
	 Rick	Milsow
	 rick.mi@verizon.net

 The High Performance Driving 
School takes place on the road course. 
We start with your instructor taking you 
for a low speed tour of the track to show 
you the way around. Then you’ll get the 
drive the course under the guidance of 
an experienced instructor. Gradually, 
you’ll be able to increase your speed 
as you become more skilled. You will 
always have an instructor in the right 
seat. It isn’t racing, but it is on a race 
track and it is high speed. Or it will be, 
after you build up your skill level. It is a 
thrill that few people are lucky enough 
to experience. 
 During 2010, the chapter has five track  
days. At each track day, there will be a 
CCC and a HPDS occurring simultane-
ously. The CCC happens on the paved 
pad and the HPDS happens on the 
racetrack. Our five track days are:
 April 16, Friday
 May 27, Thursday
 June 12, Thursday
 August 12, Thursday
  September 16, Thursday 

Registration for all events is only online 
at www.MotorsportsReg.com. Set up an 
account with MotorsportsReg. When 
you register, make sure it is for the right 
event because on each of the five dates 
there will be both a CCC and HPDS at 
Pacific Raceways listed. 
 To participate, you must be at least 
sixteen years old (if less than eighteen 
years old you will need a parent to sign 
the waiver, go to the Club’s web site, 
www.bmwccapugetsound.com, under 
Driving Schools and look up waiver 
forms), a Club member or a member 
of another club to which we extend 
reciprocal rights. For the CCC, you will 
not need a helmet and convertibles are 
welcome. For the HPDS, you will need a 
helmet (we have some loaners) which is 
Snell 2000 or 2005 rated and you must be  
eighteen years old with a valid driver’s 
license. Convertibles are not permitted  
at HPDS and you will be required to 
have your car tech inspected. Starting 
this year car tech will be good for sixty 
days. Your car must be teched by a 
qualified ASE certified mechanic.

 See the BMW Puget Sound Region 
web site under Driving Schools for the 
list of businesses qualified to tech your 
car and the form.
 The cost of the weekday CCCs are 
$125 per person. The Thursday HPDS 
are $225. If the weekdays are a problem 
with work, tell them that this is part of 

TARP—Temporarily away at the Race-
track Program. And if money is an issue, 
ask for a bailout. Everybody’s doing it.
 See you at the track, sign up early and  
mark in your calendars the track days,

Rick Gulstrom
Driving Events Coordinator

rick@gmsarch.com
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the concourS d’elegAnce feAtured bmw will be the E39 M5.  
BMWs of all makes and models will be on display at Cedar 
River Park in Renton on July 25. BMW Seattle and Griot’s 

Concours d’Elegance Featured BMW
Garage are our sponsors once again. More information will 
be coming soon in the Zündfolge and on our website. Contact 
Michelle Miller at wearethemillers@clearwire.net with questions. 
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on the 14th of September, Karen and 
I set out to drive to New London, CT 
for my Coast Guard Academy reunion. 
We chose our route to see things that we 
hadn’t seen before. We avoided major 
highways where possible and tried to 
emulate the tours that Scott Hieronymus  
puts together for the Club. I’ve listed 
web addresses for many of our stops at 
the end of the article.
 Our first leg took us to Spokane and 
then north to enjoy the “International 
Selkirk Loop,” a unique scenic roadway 
that took us through two countries, two 
states, three Indian reservations, and a 
number of towns and villages in Idaho, 
Washington, and British Columbia.  
We traveled north to Balfour on Lake 
Kootenay where we caught the free 
ferry across to the east side and headed 
south back into Idaho. The ferry was free  
but not without trepidation as you see in 
the photo to the right; we were squeezed 
in next to a logging truck. The loop was 
very scenic and the roads fun to drive.
 Our next stop was Whitefish, Montana  
on the way to Glacier National Park. 
Along Route 2, be sure to stop and see 
Kootenai Falls near Libby, Montana; 
these are long terraced falls with lots 
of white water. We just got to the west 
entrance to the park in the nick of time 
since it was too close at the end of the 
week for the winter. Ironically, it was so 
clear and so hot, 85°, that we had to put 
the top up (I really hate to do that on a 

A Fall Journey in the “Ultimate Driving Machine”

nice day) as we traversed The Going-to-
the-Sun Road. This fifty-two-mile, two-
lane highway was completed in 1932 and 
bisects the park east and west. It spans 
the width of Glacier Park, crossing the 
Continental Divide at 6,646-foot-high 
Logan Pass near the east entrance. It 
was a beautiful day and the scenery was 
spectacular; the photo (page ten, top 
left) gives you a glimpse of the fantastic 
views just before we started climbing 
toward the sun.
 We headed toward Mt. Rushmore 
stopping at the Little Big Horn National 
Monument; the site of Custer’s last stand.

 Our next stop was Keystone, South 
Dakota and Mt. Rushmore. The photo 
on page 10, top right is a nontraditional 
view of Rushmore. There are several 
must-see drives near Mt. Rushmore: 
Custer State Park (an enormous wildlife 
preserve), the Iron Mt. Road (views of 
Mt. Rushmore through five tunnels on a 
narrow winding road with log bridges), 
and the Needles Highway (spectacular  
rock formations and narrow tunnels— 
see photo on page eleven, bottom right). 

Continued on Page 12

Ph
ot

o	
by

	S
te

ve
	P

lu
sc

h.



10	 ZüNDFOLGE	 April	2010

A great view near Logan Pass. Mt. Rushmore.

Cimarron River Canyon. A view from the Rio Grande Gorge Bridge in New Mexico.

Fall colors in North Carolina.
Many spectacular rock formations and narrow tunnels 
along Needles Highway.

Photos	by	Steve	Plusch.
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A view along the California Coast. A view along the Oregon Coast.

Steve’s 45th Coast Guard Academy reunion. A detour along the northern California Coast.

Steve and Karen Plusch at a stop along the California Coast.
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We also spent an evening at the Crazy 
Horse Monument and interpretive center  
(photo below). This monument will really  
be spectacular if we live long enough to 
see it completed; the interpretive center 
was large and very interesting.

 On to more mundane pursuits … We 
visited the Walnut Grove plantation in 
South Carolina, the botanical gardens 
at Clemson University and another 
plantation house. From there we went 
to Atlanta and then north back to North 
Carolina to see some fall colors. We 
stopped at the famous “Dillard House” 
in Dillard, Georgia for an old fashion 
country lunch. It is said that the term 
“Southern Hospitality” was coined  
here. On the way to White Water Falls, 
near Cashiers North Carolina, we 
saw spectacular fall colors, the photo 
on page ten, bottom left doesn’t do it 
justice. There were brilliant reds, yellows 
along with oranges and greens along the 
winding two-lane road.
 After a quick visit to the Jack Daniels 
Distillery in Lynchburg, Tennessee, it 
was time to head west. The grounds of 
the distillery are very beautiful and well 
worth stopping for a tour and a sniff. We 
took a detour so we could drive through 
the Ozark National Park. We didn’t see 
much as we encountered the only rainy, 
foggy day on our trip to date. Going 
west, we stopped in Ft. Worth, Texas to 
see our daughter and her family and get 
the run-flats replaced. We ran the last 
forty-eight miles from Denton, Texas to 
Lake Worth, Texas on the run-flats. The 
cords were protruding from the right 
rear tire; guess I pushed them a bit far. 
There was no damage to the rim and an 
hour after we arrived at the Discount 
Tire dealer, we were on our way again.
 It was time to pick up speed again as 
we had reservations at a condo in Angel 
Fire, New Mexico. We flew low across 
Texas and New Mexico, but took time to 
stop in the Cimarron River Canyon (see 
photo on page ten, middle left). From 

A Fall Journey in the “Ultimate Driving Machine” Continued from page 9

 We took a detour to see the Badlands 
of South Dakota. You’ll probably want 
to stop at Wall Drug for an ice cream on 
the way. We spent a couple of hours at 
the Pioneer Auto Show in Murdo, South 
Dakota viewing lots of antique cars, 
tractors, etc. in an interesting but dusty 
setting. We stopped at the Corn Palace in 
Mitchell, South Dakota. Huge murals on 
the building are made entirely of corn. 
Our next stop was the fabulous Lewis & 
Clark Interpretive Center, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota; worth a half-day stay. 
 We let it all out flying low across the 
long straight highways of South Dakota  
and Minnesota. The BMW 650i was so 
quiet and comfortable, we had to look 
at the speedometer to see how fast we 
were going. Karen got a little nervous 
when she saw it climbing above 100 mph.  
Don’t try this on I-90, there are plenty 
of parallel nicely paved two-lane roads. 
 Our next stop, believe it or not, was 
the Spam Museum in Austin, Minnesota. 

It is really a fun place designed to show 
off the genius of the people who created 
and marketed Spam.
 Our next stops were Munster,  
Indiana (to visit relatives) and Treasure 
Lake in western Pennsylvania (to see 
friends). The 55 mi/hr speed limits in 
Indiana were extremely frustrating; we 
saw lots of highway patrol cars along 
the way. We were heading straight for 
upstate New York so we didn’t stop to 
see any great sights along the way; the 
mini-Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania is 
as underwhelming as it’s name (well, at 
least we had to stop and take a look). 
We did find an amazing little cheese  
factory in eastern Pennsylvania. Turns 
out it is very well known to cheese 
connoisseurs. In upstate New York, 
we began to see beautiful fall colors 
and followed them south all the way 
to South Carolina. We visited our son 
and his family in Acton, Massachusetts. 
The service light came on so I visited 
a spectacular new BMW dealer, Herb 
Chambers, in Sudbury, Massachusetts  
to have a cabin filter changed. The  
service area featured a full-service,  
complimentary café; great pastries.
 Karen and I enjoyed my 45th Coast 
Guard Academy reunion (early in  
October. (see photo page eleven, top 
left). At this point, it was time to head 
south to the BMW Performance Driving 
Center in Spartanburg, South Carolina.
 We arrived first thing on a Monday 
morning to maximize our chances of 
getting to drive an X5 on the off-road 
course. (I tried unsuccessfully to arrange  
time on the off-road course from  
Seattle.) However, when we arrived 
there, they were very accommodating 
so both of us got to try the X5 on the 
course. Karen had assumed that I would 
drive and she would be in the passen-
ger seat, but when the instructor said, 
“Karen, there’s an extra X5 right over 
here; come drive this one.” Taken aback, 
she stammered, “… but, but, I’m just 
a city driver.” The friendly instructor 
said, “Come on Karen, you’ll do fine.” 
I just smiled to myself so I didn’t get 
in hot water. The off-road course is a 
real “hoot,” as you can see in the photo 
above right. Karen did great!Ph
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The Int’l Selkirk Loop 
www.selkirkloop.org/index.php/about/loop-overview

Kootenai Falls 
www.libbymt.com/photogallery/AreaAttractions/KootenaiFalls/ 

Glacier National Park 
www.nps.gov/glac/index.htm 

Little Big Horn, Custer’s Last Stand 
www.nps.gov/libi/index.htm 

Mt. Rushmore National Park 
www.nps.gov/moru/index.htm 

Iron Mt. Road 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Route_16A 

Custer State Park 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Custer_State_Park 

Needles Highway 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Needles_(Black_Hills) 

Crazy Horse Monument 
www.crazyhorsememorial.org/monument/ 

Badlands National Park 
www.nps.gov/badl/index.htm

Pioneer Auto Show 
pioneerautoshow.com/ 

Corn Palace 
www.cornpalace.com/index.php 

Spam Museum 
www.spam.com/games/Museum/default.aspx 

BMW Performance Center 
www.bmwblog.com/2009/07/09/bmw-x5-off-road-at-bmw-performance-center/ 

Walnut Grove Plantation 
www.spartanburghistory.org/walnutgrove.php 

South Carolina Botanical Gardens 
www.clemson.edu/public/scbg/ 

The Dillard House 
www.dillardhouse.com/ 

Whitewater Falls 
www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc/recreation/wncwaterfalls/whitewaterfalls.htm 

Rio Grande Gorge Bridge 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Grande_Gorge_Bridge 

Earthships Biotecture 
earthship.com/begin-here 

Hearst Castle 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearst_Castle 

Elephant Seal Colony 
www.elephantseal.org/index.htm  

Monterey Bay Aquarium 
www.montereybayaquarium.org/ 

there, it was a short trip to Taos,  
New Mexico where we stopped to see 
the Rio Grande Gorge Bridge. The  
view from the bridge was spectacular 
(see photo on page ten, middle right).  
We stopped at the Earthships Biotec-
ture grounds to see the sustainable 
green buildings. It’s quite interesting 
from a technology point of view.
 Again, we headed west. To Las 
Vegas for a little break. Our next stop 
before heading north and home again 
was Long Beach, California to visit my 
Mother. We decided to take Route 1 
along the California Coast. We stopped 
in Morro Bay, California and visited 
Morro Rock (cover photo). Passing the 
Hearst Castle and the Elephant Seal 
Colony in Piedras Blancas, California we  
drove along one of the most beautiful 
coasts in the world (see photos on page 
eleven, middle and bottom left). A stop 
at the Monterey Bay Aquarium is a 
must when traveling up the coast.
 When we got to San Francisco, snow 
was predicted in the Siskiyou Mountains 
in Oregon so we decided to head up  
the Oregon and Washington Coasts.  
We detoured out onto the coast for a 
short drive through the redwoods. We 
found an interesting road; I wondered 
what I had gotten into when I saw the 
"Road Narrows” sign (see photo on 
page eleven, top right). The road con-
tinued north until it finally intersected 
Route 101 again. It was very stormy 
along the Oregon coast causing very 
high surf and providing some superb 
views (see photo on page eleven,  
bottom right).
 The last leg of our trip was from 
Astoria, Oregon to Lake Forest Park, 
Washington. We had covered 12,100 
miles through thirty-one states and 
British Columbia. The BMW 650i ran 
smoothly the entire way getting 24.7 
miles/gallon (not bad considering the 
city traffic and a number of very high 
speed runs along the way); it truly is the 
“Ultimate Driving Machine.” We trust 
that you will be able to visit many of the 
sites we did. I’ve included a list of web 
addresses for many of the places. I’m 
ready for another trip already!

Steve Plusch
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the 2010 rAcing SeASon is about to 
get underway with fourteen scheduled 
races taking place over twelve weekends 
from April through October. Add to this 
the season’s bookend events with the 
6-Hours of Pacific Raceways and the 
12-Hours of the Cascades in Portland 
and the schedule is looking pretty full. 
We will be racing at a new venue as well; 
Oregon Raceway Park is set to host its 
first Conference race through the efforts 
of Team Continental (based in Oregon). 
Some local BMW CCA members and 
PRO3 drivers alike have experienced 
this track and from all reports it will 
prove to be a great experience for all 
who attend. The track is located in 
Grass Valley, Oregon; which is between 
Goldendale, Washington and Shaniko, 
Oregon on Highway 97. Be sure to buy 
gas, food, and water prior to arriving 
at the track as the “facilities” are still a 
work in progress. You can bet that I’ll 
be bringing the ol’ “Redneck B&B” for 

some deluxe accommodations for this 
event!
 The first Seattle race will be hosted 
by IRDC on May 1-2 at Pacific Race-
ways. As provided for at previous sea-
son’s races, the BMW CCA will again 
be hosting its hospitality tent Sunday 
afternoon (race day). The tent is a good 
recruiting tool for the local BMW chap-
ter and, as racers, we are pleased to see 
the added support of our local chapter. 
Thank you!
 One of the bigger events this season 
for PRO3 is the NASCAR Racing West 
Series event in Portland, July 16, 17 and 
18th. PRO3 will be an opening act for 
the NASCAR series with our own run 
group racing for 45 minutes in front of 
thousands of race fans! The paddock 
will be open all weekend offering full 
access to the cars and drivers. Most, if 
not all PRO3 drivers will be on hand for 
what proves to be a real fun event. At 
last count, there were tentative commit-
ments from 34 PRO3 drivers. If every-
one makes it, this will be the largest 
PRO3 grid in our history. Needless to 

The PRO3 Line
A season of PRO3, NAscAR, and  
a Valley of Grass

say, we’re pretty jazzed about this one! 
Word also has it that the Hill brothers 
may even wash their cars prior to the 
event. I think this only happens once 
a season; twice if it rains. That alone is 
worth the drive to Portland.
 Do you feel like participating in 
racing, but don’t have a car or the funds 
to do it right now? Well, I strongly urge 
anyone remotely interested in racing 
(local or otherwise) to volunteer your 
time to get as close to the action as pos-
sible. There are ample opportunities for 
people willing to work at every racing 
event including on the corners, at pre-
grid, in registration and tech. This is a 
perfect way to become acquainted with 
some great people and to start to learn 
the rhythm of a race weekend. This 
applies to ALL racing events, not just 
Seattle. In some cases, there is money 
available to help offset some of the 
costs of traveling to the event (gas and 
hotel). Another way to make it work is 
to partner up with one of the racers and 
tag along for the haul. 
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PRO3 Goes International
Yep, it’s true: PRO3 is now officially an 
international organization. Of course, 
by saying that, I should clarify that we 
are not actually organized in any formal 
fashion, but hey, those are details, and 
I’m not a detail kind of guy. We are 
pleased to have two veteran racers  
join the PRO3 ranks, Martin Berryman 
and Robert Johnston, both of whom 
belong to the Sports Car Club of British 
Columbia (SCCBC). Martin and Robert 
got a taste of the PRO3 action last sum-
mer during the Labor Day double race 
weekend in Mission (their home track). 
They thought enough of the cars and the 
group to try their luck behind the wheel 
of Steve Schaeffer’s PRO3 car at the 
12-hour enduro in Portland. Apparently, 
they became hooked and have spent the 
winter building cars to join the PRO3 
ranks this season.
 Truth be told, it will be interesting  
to see the cars. Both of these gents 
are experienced racers in Acuras with 
front wheel drive and Martin was a bit 
confused at the start of his build trying 
to figure out what the axles were doing 

in the back of the car. Knowing this 
group, there is bound to be some humor 
thrown about the paddock directed at 
our newest competitors; early examples 
of this have also proven that the Canadi-
ans are not short of fodder to be lobbed 
right back in our general direction! In 
all seriousness, we’re pleased to have a 
Canadian contingent on board with us. 
Word has it that there may be a third 
Canadian car in the build process, but 
that is not yet confirmed by this writer. 
 Stateside, there are another three 
PRO3 cars well under construction 
including two in Portland and another 
up north in Lake Stevens. We hear regu-
larly about new cars being started or 
changing hands. Watch the grid this year 
for some new metal to appear.
  Robert Fleming of Project X Graph-
ics, the official vinyl graphics supplier of 
PRO3, has joined our ranks this year as 
a driver. There was some horse trading 
going on during the off season where 
Adam Greenberg swapped race cars 
with Robert. Adam will be campaign-
ing the E36 in the ST class with Robert 
now driving PRO3. Personally, I think 
Robert came out ahead on the deal, but 
then, I am biased.
 For a parting thought, like so many 
others, I sat and watched much of the 
Olympic action this past month and 
it occurred to me that there are some 

similarities between the Olympics and 
Club racing. Specifically, the finishing 
order of many PRO3 races is not so 
much about who was faster than the 
other drivers, but who made the fewest 
mistakes during the race. So how do you 
plan to make the fewer mistakes this 
year? Do you have a goal? Do you have 
some performance markers that you can 
compare your progress against for per-
sonal improvement? It is worth taking 
some time before the season begins to 
sit down and establish what your goals 
are for this season. 
 If you need me, I’ll be in the garage, 
under the car, contemplating the excit-
ing season laid out before us.

Michael Olsen, Club member  
who drives the Spirit Halloween  

Superstores PRO3 car #130  
in local ICSCC competition racing.

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.PRO3-racing.com

Specifically, the finishing 
order of many PRO3 races is 
not so much about who was 
faster than the other drivers,  
but who made the fewest 
mistakes during the race.
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Recalls and Other thoughts 

when we were kidS, there was no 
such thing as vehicle recalls, at least not 
that I can remember. (It’s not that I’m 
too old to remember, but I’m not that 
young either.)
 Of course we never bought new cars 
when I was a kid either, so maybe I’m 
all wet, but it seems like you got what 
you got and as the old saying goes, “We 
were happy to get it!”
 Back then cars were built on a real 
assembly line by hand and not by robots. 
People took pride in their work and 
robots take, well, I’m not sure what 
robots take from their work. All we can 
do is program them to run an algorithm. 

They certainly aren’t going to talk back 
or make any suggestions, they just keep 
executing their program.
 I believe this is why we have so many 
recalls today. Sure there is a lot of good 
which comes from this archetype; we are 
more efficient, we have tighter toleranc-
es and most of all, car companies save 
money. You don’t have to pay robots 
overtime and worry about shift differen-
tials or retirement. Robots don’t call in 
sick or take bathroom breaks.
 They also don’t catch defects or blow 
the whistle on other robots that are not 
performing like they should be.
 By now you must be thinking that 
Andy Rooney from “60 Minutes” wrote 
this piece. I assure you that I am not that 
old—maybe that cantankerous—but 
not that old. My Information Technol-
ogy background helps me understand 
that most of the issues we deal with are 
caused by changes we make to our envi-
ronment which in turn cause even more 
issues. It’s called the Law of Unintended 
Consequences and it’s one of the biggest 
issues in the IT world.
 Back when cars were made by 
people, we did not have software, hard-
ware and firmware. Cars were not full 
of circuitry run by computers. Cars were 
made of bits and pieces connected by 
linkages, nuts and bolts.
 Now one could certainly make the ar-
gument we have safer and more efficient 
cars today than we had back then. Our 
cars actually run longer, are quieter, stop 
better, handle better, are more comfort-
able and in some cases handle tasks for 

us that we used to handle ourselves.
 While these tasks run the gamut from 
traction control to changing the radio 
station, they come at a cost. Sometimes 
we can measure the cost in a monetary 
means and sometimes we can measure 
the cost in lives saved.
 Just like anything though when you 
wade through the pros and cons there 
is a bottom line. Cars are safer, but 
heavier; get better mileage, but cost 
more to purchase and repair. They are 
more desirable to drive and in some 
cases to look at, of course that could be 
debated all day.
 The bottom line is that they are 
more complex and more easily given to 
breakdown due to those complexities. It 
also obviously costs more to repair them 
which leads me back to recalls.
 Companies now spend billions on 
recalls. You generally have to do your 
own research on them to get them 
completed, unless there are safety issues. 
Even then they get the lawyers involved 
to see what will cost more between law-
suits and repairs.
 I have not said anything here that 
you don’t already know or were not 
aware of except for maybe one thing. 
If we could get these darn robots to be 
a little more human we may be better 
off. One thing I can tell you for sure, 
that day is coming. The question is then, 
what will their recalls cost us?

Dave Cook
davecook@liv2drv.net

www.liv2drv.net

Back then cars were built on 
a real assembly line by hand 
and not by robots. People 
took pride in their work and 
robots take, well, I’m not sure 
what robots take from their 
work. 
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23 years of BMW experience

Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049
www.airimportrepairs.com

8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11�0�	-	12�	Ave.	NE
Kirkland,	WA	��0��

(Totem	Lake) �2�-�2�-1�11

OmNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.



1�	 ZüNDFOLGE	 April	2010

AS required by our bylAwS, we 
present our annual financial report. The 
chapter is in excellent shape financially. 
We have plenty of cash to conduct our 
activities including paying for some 
facilities in advance. This cushion also 
allows us to sustain any unexpected  
losses, for example, from poor attendance  
at an event.
 The chapter’s board has a number  
of policies in place to ensure fiscal  
discipline. One of these policies limits 
the percentage of the members’ dues 
that may be used to support Zündfolge. 
That limit is 85% and we are substan-
tially below that limit. Zündfolge is our 
biggest expenditure and our biggest 
member benefit. 
 Another of our policies is that events 
with a participation fee are supposed 
to break even unless the board makes a 
specific exception. The biggest exception 
is the banquet, which typically is our 
largest fund raiser and benefits a charity 
selected by the board. 
 A third policy allows for a $200 stipend  
for any event without a participation fee.  

This allows the event chairperson to  
buy refreshments, for example, for the 
event. Frankly, we wish more people 
would organize events and take advan-
tage of this.
 Another policy is to reimburse any 
member for out-of-pocket costs related 
to an event plus any mileage incidental 
to planning an event. But no one gets 
paid anything! Everyone is a volunteer!
 All monies spent from the treasury 
are intended to yield the maximum 
member benefit. This is easiest to do 
by benefiting the greatest number of 
members. To this end, we are aiming to 
upgrade both Zündfolge and the chap-
ter website since these provide benefit 
to almost every chapter member.
 If you have any questions about 
chapter finances, please ask or attend 
a board meeting to learn more. Board 
meetings are always open to all members  
and we encourage your attendance.

David Lightfoot
Treasurer

d.lightfoot@comcast.net
206-660-6190

Balance sheet
At December 31, 2009

Assets

Cash in bank accounts $ 74,989

Accounts receivable  1,280

Prepaids and deposits  18,144

Equipment  6,298

Total Assets $ 100,711

Liabilities	and	Equity

Deferred revenue $ 1,156

Members equity  99,555

Total Liabilities and Equity $ 100,711

Income statement
For the year 2009

Revenue

Membership dues $ 44,416

Rebates from national  1,076

Advertising  45,955

Driving schools  61,710

Other event fees  19,057

Merchandise sales  4,966

Event sponsorships  4,648

ZF award  2,000

Interest  34

Total Revenue $ 183,862

Expenses

Zündfolge   75,454

Driving schools  64,459

Other events  39,600

Administration  6,977

Website  4,023

Total Expense  $ 190,513

Loss for the year - $ 6,651 

Annual Financial Report
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BmWs For sale 
200�	Dinan	1��i	Coupe: WBAUC73528VF22622.  
Alpine White/Black leatherette, Glacier Silver 
aluminum trim, 12,100 miles, six-speed manual, 
Sport package, Xenon headlights, heated seats, 
sunroof, HD radio and Hi-Fi Audio system. This 
is a ten point Dinan car with: exhaust system, 
stage two software, stage one suspension with 
camber plates, 3M film protection. Original owner,  
excellent condition. $31,900 obo. Contact Tim 
Tilton at 253-752-6883 or froggy@nventure.com.

200�	�2�i: Six-speed manual. Extremely well 
appointed BMW sport sedan. Low miles 23,500.  
Finished in alpine white with grey Dakota leather.  
This car has a wealth of optional equipment: 
premium package, cold weather package, 
SiriusXM radio, xenon lights, 20-way seats, and 
BMW Comfort access. Great MPG 30/20. 
Approximately two years are remaining on the 
BMW factory warranty which includes free 
maintenance for its duration. Photos available 
by request. $28,500. Contact Pam Bowe at 
206-947-7914 or pbowe@bowecompany.com. 
(VIN: WBANE535X7B992445)

200�	��0Ci	Coupe: 66,400 miles. Sparkling 
Graphite metallic with black leather interior. 
Optional Performance Package (ZHP), Cube 
trim, Cold Weather Package, Steering Linked 
Adaptive Bi-Xenon headlights, Steptronic 
transmission. The best of the E46 330’s! 
Recently completed Inspection II at the BMW 
dealer. Includes transferable extended warranty. 
$20,950. Contact Hunter at 425-233-4177 or 
huntercross@hotmail.com.

200�	E��	��0i: 71,000 miles. Black on black,  
two-time PSR Concours award-winner. Sport and  
Premium packages. Clean inside and out. Photos  
at http://picasaweb.google.com/kdagee/BMW#. 
Contact Karl at kdagee2@yahoo.com. 

2000	M	roadster: Estoril blue/black top,  
blue/black leather interior, five-speed manual, 
240-HP S52 engine, 66,000 miles. Car is in 
excellent, like-new condition, original owner, 
non-smoker, never wrecked, no dents/door 
dings, always garaged, waxed regularly, original 
window sticker, all service receipts. New tires, 
new brakes, resurfaced rotors, factory five-
spoke wheels (like new, no curb rash). Power 
windows, power seats, power mirrors, power 
top, A/C, heated seats, front and side air bags 
(passenger air bags currently disabled so kids 
can ride safely…but they can be turned back  
on if desired), ABS, BMW in-dash CD, factory 
roll-hoops. Extras include Remus exhaust 
(installed by dealer), stainless steel brake lines, 
front strut brace, K & N air filter, BMW wind 
blocker, custom full interior tonneau cover, rear 
fender rock guards. $18,500 obo. Contact Scott 
at 503-643-1952 or scott.huck@intel.com 
(Portland, OR). 

march 30: may Issue
may 4: June Issue
classified Advertising Policy: Classified 
ads are free to current members. Zünd-
folge staff reserves the right to edit all 
classified ads. All ads must be typed 
and emailed to Lucetta Lightfoot at  
lucettalightfoot@msn.com or sent 
to Zündfolge, c/o Lucetta Lightfoot, 
P.O.Box 99391, Seattle, WA 98139. 
All ads must be submitted for EAch 
publication.
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1���	2002: two door, four speed, four cylinder. 
Too many projects. The nose is pushed to the 
point the fan is touching the radiator. I have 
driven the car with the fan belt off and it runs 
fine. There is also a dent in the rear taillight area.  
I have most of the parts to put the car back 
together. Nice leather front seats. Best offer 
over $850. Contact Dave Wahl at 425-775-1650 
or 206-200-2794.

Parts for sale
1�"	wheels/winter	tires: Four BMW OEM 
wheels with BMW TPMS installed, center caps, 
Dunlop Winter Sport M3 225/50R17 Run Flat 
Tires. Ordered from BMW as package (part  
# 36-11-0-421-675, paid $2,212.16) 12/08 for 
’09 E60 and only used about 3,000 miles last 
winter. Virtually new condition, no dings, rash, 
etc. Can email high resolution photos. $1,200 
OBO. Will deliver within 200 miles of Portland, 
OR or you pay shipping. Contact Steve at  
503-730-2538 or steve@seloan.com. 

miscellaneous
Puget	Sound	Region	Club	Logo	Merchandise: 
Visit www.bmwpugetsound.webstore.us.com
for clothing, bags, and sports gear with our Club  
logo embroidered on them. There are a limited 
amount of long sleeve and short sleeve white  
T-shirts with the silk screened logo available 
through Lynne Eskil. Just a few grey sweatshirts 
are left. Contact lynne.d.eskil@boeing.com.

1���	M�	Coupe: five-speed ZF automatic, 
135,xxx miles, arctic silver with black leather 
interior, original wood trim, sunroof, power/
heated seats, Alpine stereo with sub and iPod 
support, K&N, folding rear seat. Good condition.  
Service records and clean WA title in hand. Asking  
$9,950 obo. Email Nick at nickw49@verizon.net.  
(Kenmore, WA) 

1��1	M�: Two owner garage queen with 59,700 
original miles. Car sold new in Texas where it 
remained until I bought it to Oregon in 2005. 
Always garaged, no accidents. 100% stock  
with a clean CARFAX. Dealer pre-purchase 
inspection was done in 2005, including 
excellent compression test. Recent major 
service included all new fuel lines and coolant 
hoses. Interior is pristine with no cracks or 
visible wear. Body is excellent but with rock 
chips. BMW CD dealer-installed changer in 
trunk. $17,900. Email James at jdumas@q.com 
or call 503-548-6135 or 503-281-2811.

1��0	E21	Euro	�2�i: five-speed, LSD, Recaro 
seats- near perfect cond, 103,000 original miles, 
No AC or sunroof. Recent original Kastenienrot 
paint, H&Rs, Bilsteins, OEM Mufflers, windshield,  
brakes, timing belt, coolant and gas hoses, etc. 
Please email for the complete list and pictures. 
Always garaged. Lots of time and money invested  
in the past five years. Was displayed in July 09 
Concours, runs great. Rare collector car. Needs 
enthusiast elbow grease to make perfect. 
Selling due to lack of garage space. $4,650. 
Please email rmtava2@verizon.net.  
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