
JANUARY 2008







January 2008

KALENDER

Club Activities 3
Motorsports 6
Banquet 8

Live to Drive 21
Mformation 22
Classified Marketplace 24

Volume 38
No.1

Zündfolge design and layout by
Paulette Eickman 206.283.1423.

Club Website
www.bmwpugetsound.com

Zündfolge Staff
Editor-In-Chief
Lucetta Lightfoot
P.O. Box 99391
Seattle, WA 98139
206-282-2641
lucettalightfoot@msn.com

Production Editor
Alan James

Columnists
Dave Cook
Greg Mierz
Denny Organ
J. Sage Schreiner
Wayne Mulholland

Display Advertising
Jim Millet
206-542-5237
jimngloriamillet@comcast.net

Photographer & Photo Editor
Duane Montagne

National Office
BMW CCA National Office
1-800-878-9292
640 South Main Street, #201
Greenville, SC 29601
Phone: 864-250-0022
Fax: 864-250-0038
Email: bmwcclub@aol.com

Join the BMW CCA
http://www.bmwcca.org

Renew your membership
http://www.bmwcca.org

Change of Address
http://www.bmwcca.org

Contact the BMW CCA
http://www.bmwcca.org

Portland ACA Club
BMW ACA Portland Office
P.O. Box 3491
Portland, OR 97208
Phone: 503-287-2697

Postal Notice
Zündfolge (USPS 715-250) is pub-
lished monthly (except December) by 
the BMW CCA Puget Sound Region. 
Office of Publication: 521 5th Ave. 
West, #103, Seattle, WA 98119. Sub-
scriptions are $10 annually (available 
only as part of the $40 membership 
fee). Periodicals postage paid at 
Seattle, WA. Postmaster, send ad-
dress changes to:

Zündfolge
PO Box 1259
Bellevue, WA 98009

Boilerplate
This magazine is the monthly 
publication of the BMW CCA, Puget 
Sound Region, and remains its 
property. All information furnished 
herein is provided by the member-
ship for members only. Ideas, 
suggestions and opinions, technical 
or otherwise, are those of the authors, 
without authentication by or liability to 
the editors or the Club.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Please limit phone calls to these volunteers to between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.

President
Lynne Eskil
206-406-1521 (c)
lynne.d.eskil@boeing.com
Vice President
Past President
Rick Gulstrom
425-644-1446 (w)
rick@gmsarch.com
Secretary
Wayne Mulholland
360-319-2995
wayne5117@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Tom Olsson
206-890-8616 (c)
olssons@seanet.com

Banquet Coordinator
Mary Jo Stojak
206-321-7783
mj@tiggrio.com
Concours Coordinator
Alan James
206-300-9314 (h)
alan.james@comcast.net
Membership Coordinator
Mike Ellis
253-222-6948
ss337@comcast.net
Risk Management
Richard Milham
253-851-5924
rjmilhamlaw@aol.com 
Roster Manager
Louis Hesselt van Dinter
425-487-0909
muman@eskimo.com

SIG Coordinator
Lance Richert
425-644-8009 
lance@richertnet.com
Tech Events Coordinator
Jeff Butler
206-365-1565 (w)
jeff@hauryscollision.com
Tour Coordinator
Scott Hieronymus
206-321-1039 (c)
scottnlaurie2@comcast.net
Track Chief Driving 
Instructor
Karl Seeger
425-868-2027
cdi@bmwpugetsound.com

Track Event Coordinator
David Lightfoot
206-660-6190 (c)
dec@bmwpugetsound.com
Web Site Coordinator
Ken Hill
425-334-7435 (h)
khill178@earthlink.net
Zündfolge Advertising
Jim Millet
206-542-5237 (h/w)
jimngloriamillet@comcast.net
Zündfolge Editor
Lucetta Lightfoot
206-282-2641 (h/w/c) 
lucettalightfoot@msn.com
CCA Pacific Region VP
Steven Johnson
858-451-8906
pacificrvp@bmwcca.org

2 ZüNDFOLGE Janury 2008

December 27
Board Meeting Cancelled.

January 1
Deadline for the February 2008 Zündfolge 
issue, all submissions must be received by this 
date. They may be sent to the Zündfolge Editor 
at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

January 19
Annual Banquet and Auction, at the 
Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue. Registration 
form and article in this Zündfolge issue. 

January 31
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting 
location.

February 5
Deadline for the March 2008 Zündfolge issue, 
all submissions must be received by this date. 
They may be sent to the Zündfolge Editor at 
lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

February 16
Club Tour to Vehicle Research Institute (VRI)  
in Bellingham. See article in this issue. Check 
the Club Events section of the message board 
at www.bmwpugetsound.com for updates. 
RSVPs and questions should be sent to Scott 
Hieronymus at scottnlaurie2@comcast.net.

February 16
General Meeting at the Vehicle Research 
Institute at Western Washington University  
in Bellingham.

February 28
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting 
location.

March 4
Deadline for the April 2008 Zündfolge issue,  
all submissions must be received by this date. 
They may be sent to the Zündfolge Editor at 
lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

March 15
General Meeting at Vintage Racing Motors  
in Redmond. See, hear and smell some of the 
world’s greatest vintage racecars.

• All contributions and correspondance with the Zündfolge staff need to be sent to Lucetta Lightfoot, 
 the Zündfolge editor, at lucettalightfoot@msn.com. Submit all photos as 350dpi tifs at 100% size. 

Submit text display ads as 800dpi tifs. Items submitted for publication will not be returned.
• Contact Jim Millet at jimngloriamillet@comcast.net for information about display ads. 
• Send all address change notices to bmwcclub@aol.com.
• The Zündfolge staff is always looking for volunteers. If you want to help contact the editor.Fr
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Club members are encouraged to submit articles for publication.

Patronize Our Advertisers!



 January 2008 ZüNDFOLGE 3

This month’s cover features Club member, 
Mike Helton’s RTG Motorsports E36 M3 
being driven by the winning team of Wes 
Tipton and Pat Boyle. Wes and Pat drove it 
to a first place finish in the Four Hours of 
Pacific Raceways in October. For more of 
this event story see page sixteen.

The photo was taken by Club member,  
Steve Alvine .

JANUAry 2008

This year the Club will join the 
Northwest Alfa Romeo Club and 
the Porsche Club for an informal 
get together to watch the progress 
of Team Seattle in their 2008 Rolex 
24 Hour race benefiting Children’s 
Hospital and Regional Medical  
Center. There is a new location 
this year, Café Veloce in Kirkland. 
The address is 12514 120th Ave NE 
Kirkland, WA 98034, 425-814-2972. 
We will gather at 10:00 a.m. (PST) 
in anticipation of the 10:30 a.m. 
(1:30 p.m. Daytona time) green flag. 
The plan will be to monitor the race 
on Speed TV. Sometime around the 
noon to 1:00 p.m. time frame we will 
have a live telephone link with team 
manager Doc Doolittle for a question 
and answer session. Feel free to come 
and go during the day. 
 This will be Team Seattle’s final 
year at the Daytona 24 and for this 
last effort they are teamed with the 
2007 Grand-Am Rolex GT champion-
ship team of Farnbacher Loles Racing. 

We Will make our periodic pilgrimage  
to Vintage Racing Motors (VRM) in 
Redmond on March 15. VRM is one 
of the best vintage racing shops in the 
country. Our open house and tour will 
be guided by long-time chapter member 
Byron Sanborn, who runs the shop at 
VRM. 
 VRM is dedicated to the repair, res-
toration, tuning, storage, transportation 
and trackside support of vintage race-
cars. VRM has gained a reputation of 
impeccable workmanship and service to 
a discerning clientele. During any visit, 
we can expect to see extremely exotic 
vintage cars in some state of disassem-
bly or repair. They have lots of others  
in tip-top shape, ready to race!
 Byron will provide us with the history 
of each car and some humorous anec-
dotes. The Club will provide refresh-
ments. Remember to bring your camera. 
The meeting is open to Club members 
and their guests. There is no charge, but 
please RSVP to rick@gmsarch.com. Do 
not contact VRM directly. VRM is lo-
cated at 9255 151st Ave. NE, Redmond. 
There will be more information in the 
next two Zündfolge issues.

Team Seattle 
Daytona 24 Viewing Party January 26

They will be driving new 2008 Porsche 
GT3 Super Cup cars prepared by 
Farnbacher Loles. Needless to say, 
the quality of the team and their 
preparation is second to none. Hopes  
are very high for an outstanding  
result. The two-car effort has a driver  
lineup of Don Kitch, Chris Pallis, 
Chris Pennington, Don Pickering,  
Steve Miller, Bill Cotter, Chris 
Bingham and our 2008 BMW PSR 
banquet speaker, Ross Bentley. All 
are Daytona 24 veterans with signifi-
cant racing experience.
 There will be an opportunity for those 
interested to add per-lap contributions 
to the Team Seattle effort. With total per 
lap pledges sure to be several hundred 
dollars, the team has set a goal of return-
ing to Seattle with a $700,000 check for 
Children’s Hospital. This is a significant 
number but given early indications, it 
appears to be a realistic goal. It will put 
the team well over the 3 million dollar 
mark in total contributions the Children’s 
Hospital. Please join us to cheer them on.

Pilgrimage to 
Vintage Racing 
Motors

View www.teamseattle.com for up-to-date news and additional information.

March 15
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Club Tour to  
Vehicle Research Institute February 16

Join felloW Club members on a tour to VRI. This will be a short drive through 
the farmlands of Skagit County, then up Chuckanut Drive to Western Washington 
University in Bellingham. After touring the VRI facility, you can return via the 
route of your choice.
 We will meet in front of Nordstrom at Northgate Mall at 8:00 a.m. After a short 
drivers’ meeting, we will depart at 8:30. The drive should take a little less than two 
hours, and this will leave us time for a stop along the way. 
 One must be a Club Member to attend tours, but newbies are allowed one run 
prior to joining. Please visit www.bmwpugetsound.com, click on Tours, and review 
the Club Tour Policy. RSVPs and questions should be sent to Scott Hieronymus at 
scottnlaurie2@comcast.net. Scott Hieronymous

A Visit to the Vehicle Research Institute
on saTurday, February 16, 2008 the 
Club will visit the Vehicle Research 
Institute (VRI) in Bellingham. Robert 
Cumberford in Automobile magazine 
called VRI “very possibly the best 
school in the country for total car  
design.” Founded by Michael Seal,  
and now headed by Eric Leonhardt, 
VRI has allowed students to build 
amazingly creative experimental  
vehicles since 1971. 
 VRI isn’t a design school like Art 
Center in Pasadena. It is, instead, more 
of a comprehensive vehicle engineering 
program. 
 Club Member and Tour Coordinator, 
Scott Hieronymous has put together a 

tour from the Seattle area to Bellingham.  
It will be a lovely scenic drive. However, 
if you want to meet us at VRI, you are 
welcome to do so. See Scott’s article 
above for information about the tour.
 Our visit will be at 11:00 a.m. We 
will see the facility and hear presenta-
tions from some of the current student 
teams and Eric Leonhardt, head of 
the program. We’ll also get a chance to 
see some of the past Viking cars. VRI 
is located on the Western Washington 
University campus in Bellingham. It is 
located in the Ross Engineering Tech-
nology Building, building 40.

David Lightfoot
d.lightfoot@comcast.net 



The VehiCle researCh insTiTuTe (Vri) 
is part of the Engineering Technology 
Department at Western Washington 
University in Bellingham. Western was 
traditionally a teacher preparation col-
lege and this included the preparation 
of technical and vocational teachers. 
Yes, shop teachers. As Western changed 
to become a liberal arts university, the 
“voc tech” part of the school often was 
subjected to changing priorities.

 Since 1971, Dr. Seal’s students have 
designed and built a series of innova-
tive experimental automobiles named 
“Viking” after Western’s mascot. The 
students in the VRI program learn 
theory, then design, build, and test the 
vehicles. The vehicles are usually meant 
for a specific competition with certain 
design criteria.
 Viking I was designed for the Urban 
Vehicle Design Competition. It featured 
extreme Ackerman steering which al-
lowed the car to be parallel parked in 
a space only ten inches longer than the 
car. (It can be seen out behind the shop 
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VRI History remarkably innovative vehicle was 
covered in solar panels and looked like 
a cockroach! It was successful, placing 
second in the race in Australia. 
 More recent projects have focused 
on alternative fueled vehicles designed 
for the 21st century. Viking 21 (a change 
was made from Roman to Arabic 
numerals) uses a parallel hybrid system 
of solar/electric and a clean burning 
internal combustion engine using com-
pressed natural gas. Viking 21 also uses 
dual tires on a single wheel. The two 
tires are very different with the inner 
tire being quite hard and the outer tire 
being soft. The wheels run negative cam-
ber so that in a straight line the outer 
tires do not touch the pavement. While 
cornering, the outer tires are used and 
generate high cornering power. 

 Viking 23 is a solar electric hybrid 
that was completed in 1994. The chassis 
and body are entirely made from carbon 
fiber. The vehicle was designed with 
solar cells in the body to recharge the 
batteries. However, various problems 
made this feature not viable. But that’s 
what experimental cars are all about.
 Viking 29 is a two-seat electric sport 
car. The battery charge is maintained  
by a thermophotovoltaic generator. 
Funding was from the U.S. Department 
of Energy. 
 While on a pre-visit to the VRI, we 
saw some of the projects the students 
are involved with. One of the most 
impressive was a half-liter aluminum 
V8 machined from billet. Yes, eight 
cylinders totaling only half a liter. One 
person can easily lift the engine block. 
It is like jewelry. Also impressive are the 
automated machines and carbon fiber 
layup devices used at the VRI. It is all 
very cool and intriguing to anyone with 
an interest in vehicle technology. What 
a treasure VRI is to have locally and at 
a public university. Don’t miss this op-
portunity to see VRI.

 Into this fray stepped Dr. Michael 
Seal. Dr. Seal grew up in Vancouver, 
B.C. and the proximity of Bellingham 
must have appealed to him. Certainly, 
with his background, Dr. Seal could 
have found a position at a more presti-
gious university. But Dr. Seal was always 
a very hands-on, practical sort of guy. 
Almost from birth, Dr. Seal was an auto- 
mobile enthusiast. He raced at Westwood  
in the early days of that track. And he 
owned a number of unusual vehicles 
including Tatras (from Czechoslovakia) 
and Citroens. There were also a series 
of British cars including MGs, Mor-
rises, Austin-Healeys and the like. All 
received extensive modification as the 
young Michal Seal could never leave 
well enough alone. One of the Tatras 
even received a custom sports car body 
and a Chevy engine!
 Meanwhile, Dr. Seal received a mas-
ters at Western and went on to get his 
doctorate at Texas A&M. He was hired 
by Western in 1969 to teach drafting. 
Thus began a 34-year career at Western. 
Although now retired, he still has an 
office at VRI and is very involved.

building we will be visiting.) Viking II 
used a propane fuel system to maximize 
fuel economy and minimize emissions. 
 Viking VI was developed under a 
contract with the National Highway and 
Traffic Safety Authority in 1978 to show 
that a fuel efficient, light weight vehicle 
could exceed federal crashworthiness 
standards. The car was crashed into a 
concrete barrier at 43 mph. The instru-
mented dummies in the car received no 
injuries. Viking VII was built to demon-
strate that a car can achieve both high 
fuel economy and supercar levels of 
performance. It gets over 50 mpg and 
accelerates to 60 mph in 5.3 seconds 
while also capable of over 1 G in corner-
ing power. Viking IX was a prototype 
for a home-built autocrosser, along the 
lines of a Lotus Super 7. Each student 
in the program that summer built their 
own car as a lab project!
 In 1985 Subaru of Japan contracted 
with the VRI to design an engine to be 
used in production cars. The result was 
used in the Subaru Legacy.
 In 1991, VRI built a solar vehicle 
to compete in the GM Sunrayce. This 
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MOTOR SPORTS
The depThs of WinTer are here but  
before too long it will be time for the 
2008 driving season to begin. There 
will be a few changes and a lot that will 
remain the same.
 The first change is that Tom Olsson  
has moved on from Track Events 
Coordinator to Club Treasurer. And I 
have moved from Treasurer to being 
Track Events Coordinator. Over the last 
couple of months Tom and I have been 
training one another in our new jobs as 
we trade seats.
 Before going further, I want to thank 
Tom for his outstanding job running the 
Club’s track events the past few years. 
Our schools have been well run and 
safe. This is important since these are 
high speed events and the Club has a lot 
at risk. My job is to try to live up to the 
standard Tom has set.
 Fortunately, there are a whole bunch 
of volunteers who will continue to be  
involved in various capacities. This 

makes my job a lot easier since these 
people are very capable. 
 To the right you’ll see the calendar 
of driving events for 2008. There may be 
some more additions but these are the 
events we have scheduled at this point. 
The Instructor Clinic is hosted by the 
Porsche Club this year (we alternate) 
and is in February. Our March dates, 
both at Bremerton and Pacific Raceway, 
are Sundays. But after that all our dates 
are either Thursdays or Fridays. There 
simply are no weekend dates available 
to the car clubs.
 Despite this, our track rental fees 
continue to increase. This means entry 
fees will be higher this year. This has 
been the long-term trend and we don’t 
expect it to reverse anytime soon. Or in 
our lifetimes. Frankly, in today’s envi-
ronment, we should just be happy we 
can continue to enjoy this sport. But like 
most hobbies, it isn’t cheap.
 Last year, Tom and his group intro-
duced several new rules aimed at mak-

ing the events safer. All these rules will 
continue. These include:
1. Anyone new to Pacific Raceways will 

have an instructor in their car for the 
full day, regardless of their level of 
prior experience.

2. Anyone new to our program will 
not be assigned to the A (advanced) 
group, no matter what their level of 
experience.

3. All students will have an instruc-
tor in their car at our schools. Some 
students may be allowed to solo at 
the end of the day, but this is at the 
discretion of the instructor.

4. Students may not take passengers in 
their cars except for an instructor. If 
you want to give rides to friends, you 
must become an instructor first.

5. The let-by zones will remain as they 
were in 2007.

6. Convertibles will not be allowed at 
our Chapter’s driving schools. Sorry 
but no exceptions.
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Our number one priority is safety and 
the above rules are designed to keep 
these events safe. Every year the cars 
get faster but our reaction times don’t 
improve and it is the same old track. 
When a car gets wrecked, it is no fun  
for anyone. And an injury is worse yet. 
My responsibility is first and foremost  
to help everyone enjoy their BMWs  
in a safe manner.
 That’s all of the scary stuff. Now, let 
me tell you why you should come out 
and enjoy a track event: It’s fun! You 
really can’t enjoy your wonderful BMW 
to the fullest on public streets. But at the 
track, you can see what it means to drive 
an “Ultimate Driving Machine.” Your 
first track event will be one of the most 
thrilling experiences of your life. Really.

Our driving events program within the 
Club has three levels:
1. Car Control Clinics—These are 

held at a large paved area (such as 
Bremerton Raceway) and introduce 
you to vehicle dynamics. Attending a 
Car Control Clinic is a prerequisite to 

the next level at Pacific Raceways. 
Many people who attend a Car 
Control Clinic are perfectly satis-
fied with this level and never go 
any further.

2. Driving Schools—These are held 
on a real road racing course (usu-
ally Pacific Raceway). You will 
experience driving on a real race 
track at speed. We call this “high 
performance driving” but not 
racing. Passing is very controlled; 
only occurring in certain places 
and with the permission of the car 
being passed.

3. Racing—This is not technically 
part of the Club’s driving events 
but is the next logical step, if you 
chose to take it. Many of our 
instructors race and we can help 
you get into real racing, if you want 
to take that step. Locally, we have 
a very healthy class called PRO3 
that many of us race in. Often 
PRO3 cars are made available to 
rent to those who have the desire. 
Generally, you must have quite a 
bit of high performance driving ex-
perience before someone would be 
willing to rent you their race car.

This graduated program is a safe, 
step-by-step way to work your way 
into motorsports and see what it is all 
about. So I urge you to come on out 
and see what it is all about. What it is 
all about is having fun with our cars.

David Lightfoot
dec@bmwpugetsound.com

instructor Clinic
As is our custom, the Motorsport year 
begins with the Instructor Clinic. We 
alternate hosting this with the Porsche 
Club and this year it’s their turn. All 
existing instructors will be receiving 
a message from our Chief Driving 
Instructor, Karl Seeger, about attend-
ing the Clinic. The date is Saturday, 
February 9. 
 If you aspire to be an instructor 
for the Club’s schools, please contact 
Karl at cdi@bmwpugetsound.com. 
Attendance is by invitation only. 
We always are looking to add to our 
instructor corps but we are very picky 
about who is selected. We would love 
to have you join us if you have the 
requisite experience and expertise. 

BMW CCA PSR Events

March
1 Car Control Clinic at Bremerton

16 Driving School at Pacific Raceways

April
11 Driving School at Pacific Raceways

May
1 Driving School at Pacific Raceways

September
25 Driving School at Pacific Raceways

Other Events open to CCA Drivers

January
12 PCA Car Control Clinic at Bremerton

February
9 Instructor Clinic, hosted by the PCA,  
 at Pacific Raceways

 ALFA Car Control Clinic at Bremerton

March
8 ALFA School in Bremerton

April
4-6 BMW CCA IEC Car School in Spokane

12 PCA Car Control Clinic in Bremerton

24 ALFA School in Seattle

Contacts:

BMW CCA Inland Empire
 www.iebmw.org
 Scott Adare: sadare@aol.com

BMW ACA, Portland
 www.bmwacaportland.com
 Greg Meythaler: 
 greg.meythaler@intel.com

BMW Car Club of BC
 www.bmwccbc.org
 Rolf Drommer: schools@bmwccbc.org

Bremerton Sports Car Club
 Dave Ely: de2mr2@msn.com

NW Alfa Club
 www.nwalfaclub.com
 Herb Sanborn: 
 blue74gtv@earthlink.net

Porsche Club
 www.pnwr.pca.org
 Tom Pritchard: DriverEd@pnwr.org

2008 Driving Events 

Calendar

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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5:30 Silent Auction Begins
6:00 First Auction Closing
6:15 Second Auction Closing
6:30 Final Auction Closing
6:45  Dinner
7:10 Announcements
7:35 Live Auction & Dessert
8:30 Program: No Limits
 Speaker: Ross Bentley
9:30 Check-out
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it’S NOt tOO LAtE;  
rEGiStEr FOr thE 2008 BANqUEt!
Join felloW Club members 
for a delicious dinner, an en-
gaging evening, and an inspir-
ing speaker. This year’s ban-
quet theme is “No Limits.” 
Be it moments on the road or 
in our lives, our speaker Ross 
Bentley, and auction benefi-
ciary Children’s Home Soci-
ety of Washington, demon-
strate how we can overcome 
any obstacle. There’s no limit 
to the fun and friendship as 
familiar and new faces come 
together to celebrate our 
enduring passion for BMWs.

GUESt SPEAkEr
Ross Bentley has over thirty 
racing seasons and twenty-
five years of driver training 
experience. He is one of 
North America’s foremost 
authorities on the art of driv-
ing. His strength is in bring-
ing out the best performance 
in people and teams in their 
sports, businesses or personal 
lives. 
 He says “In addition to 
racing, I get the biggest thrill 
from helping others learn 
to be better drivers, and to 
perform better in whatever it 
is they choose to do.” Ross is 
a professional racecar driver, 
driving instructor/coach, 
author, traffic safety spokes-
person, entrepreneur and 
business coach. Learn more 
about Ross on page ten.

DAtE
The banquet will be Saturday, 
January 19, 2008.

LOCAtiON
The event will be held at 
the Meydenbauer Center in 
Bellevue, located just west of 
I-405. (See directions right.)

DrESS CODE
You are welcome to dress up 
or come casual. 

January 19, 2008Annual Banquet—No Limits

APPEtiZErS, DiNNEr, AND DESSErt
Appetizer Station (5:30 – 6:30)
• Northwest Artisan Cheese 

with Marcona Almonds, 
Grapes and Dried Fruits

• Grilled and Marinated 
Vegetable Platter

• Charcuterie Platter includ-
ing Salami, Soppressata, 
Coppa, Prosciutto, Ril-
lettes and Mortadella

Elegant Gourmet Buffet (four lines for 
faster service; dinner begins at 6:45)
Salads
• Winter Green Salad with 

Hearty Herbs and Sherry 
Vinaigrette

• Butter Lettuce Salad with 
Lemon Thyme Dressing

DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO MEYDENBAUER CENTER—11100 NE 6th Street, Bellevue

FROM SEATTLE VIA HWY. 520: Take Hwy 520 east over the Evergreen Point Bridge to I-405 south, go south 
on I-405 and take Exit 13A west (NE 4th Street westbound) go one block and make a right turn on 112th 
Ave NE. Go one block north to the next stop light at NE 6th Street , turn left on NE 6th then proceed to 
Meydenbauer Center’s parking garage entrance on the right.

FROM SEATTLE VIA I-90: Take I-90 east over Lake Washington, merge north onto I-405 (exit 10), proceed 
north on I-405 to Exit 13A west (NE 4th Street westbound) go one block and make a right turn on 112th Ave 
NE. Go one block north to the stoplight at NE 6th Street, turn left on NE 6th then proceed to Meydenbauer 
Center’s parking garage entrance on the right.

FROM EVERETT, BELLINGHAM, VANCOUVER B.C. AND POINTS NORTH: Take I-5 south to Exit 182 merge 
onto I-405 south toward Bellevue, take Exit 13A west (NE 4th Street westbound) go one block and make 
a right turn on 112th Ave NE. Go one block north to the stoplight at NE 6th Street, turn left on NE 6th then 
proceed to Meydenbauer Center’s parking garage entrance on the right.

FROM TACOMA, OLYMPIA AND POINTS SOUTH: Take I-5 north to Exit 154 onto I-405 north toward Bel-
levue, take Exit 13A west (left onto NE 4th Street westbound) go one block and make a right turn on 112th 
Ave NE. Go one block north to the stoplight at NE 6th Street, turn left on NE 6th then proceed to Meyden-
bauer Center’s parking garage entrance on the right.

FROM POINTS EAST: Take I-90 west to Exit 10, merge onto I-405 north, then take Exit 13A   and take a left 
onto NE 4th Street westbound, go one block and make a right turn on 112th Ave NE. Go one block north 
to the stoplight at NE 6th Street, turn left on NE 6th then proceed to Meydenbauer Center’s parking garage 
entrance on the right.

Carving Station
• Grilled Salmon with 

lemon/caper sauce
• Beef Sirloin

Other Gourmet Goodies
• Peel and Eat Shrimp and 

Crab Station
• Chicken Breast stuffed 

with Herbed Humboldt 
Fog Goat Cheese and 
Tasso Ham and rolled in 
Pistachio Nuts

• Grilled Eggplant stuffed 
with Ricotta Cheese, 
Roasted Tomato Sauce 
and Asparagus

• Seasonal Vegetables
• Roasted Potatoes
• Rolls and butter

Dessert Bar
• Fresh Seasonal Fruit
• Huckleberry Cobbler with 

Angelica Cream
• Chocolate Royale
• Assorted Cookies, Short-

breads, Madelines, and 
Macaroons

Cocktails, wine and beer will 
be available at no-host bar 
until check-out.

rEGiStrAtiON
Register for this event online 
www.bmwpugetsound.com/
banquet2008.html or by mail. 
Tables seat ten, so identify 
your party mates and get 
your registrations in early!

Early Bird registration Fee: $49* 
 Through January 3, 2008
regular registration Fee: $75
 January 4–12
Late registration Fee: $95
 January 12–19
 This $95 fee accepted only  
 through the Internet.

*Register early and save $$!
The costs associated with our 
banquet have increased. But, 
the Club is offering a stipend 
to offset the cost for all early 
registrants! Save $26 and reg-
ister before January 4, 2008.

Registration Refunds
Registration refunds can be 
accommodated up to two 
weeks before the event. 
Please contact the banquet 
coordinator to request a re-
fund no later than January 4.
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FrEE PArkiNG
Parking at the Meydenbauer 
Center usually runs $10 per  
vehicle. The Club will cover 
all parking fees for our ban-
quet attendees! Our beauti-
ful BMWs will be safe and 
protected from the elements 
in the Meydenbauer Center’s 
covered garage.

AUCtiON BENEFiCiAry
Children’s home Society  
of Washington—www.chs-wa.org
The proceeds from this 
banquet will be focused on 
Children’s Home Society of 

Washington’s Cobb Center 
for Youth program. Cobb 
Center is a therapeutic 
residential treatment center 
located in Seattle. The center 
serves boys ages 5–16 who 
cannot live in their family, 
foster or adoptive homes 
because of serious behav-
ioral problems. To learn more 
about Cobb Center and 
CHSW go to page fifteen.

2008 BANqUEt SPONSOr:  
hAUry’S LAkE City COLLiSiON 
Club member Jeff Butler, 
President of Haury’s Lake 

2008 Annual Banquet mail-in registration Form

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Email

rESErVAtiONS
Tables can seat ten. Please indicate if you are planning to sit with oth-
ers not included on your registration form. If your party includes more 
than ten, please note that and we’ll try to seat you all in the same area.

Name 

❑ Guest or ❑ BMW CCA Member/Associate

Member #

Reason attending    ❑ Social    ❑ Auction/Charity    ❑ Program

First time attending the banquet    ❑ Yes    ❑ No

Any special needs? (limited mobility, sight/hearing impaired, etc.)

PAymENt
$49 per person if postmarked by 1/3/08.
$75 per person if postmarked by 1/12/08.
Note: Registration after 1/12/08 must be done online. 

CrEDit CArD PAymENt 
Name on card

❑  VISA  ❑  Mastercard Expires MM/YY __ __ /__ __

Card Number __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __

Signature

ChECk 
Please make checks payable to BMW CCA, Puget Sound Region.

Total amount enclosed or authorized to charge:

Mail to Mary Jo Stojak, 5644 36th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98126.

REMINDER
Send a registration form for EACH person attending.

Please send a registration form for EACH person registering.

City Collision, will sponsor 
the 2008 Club banquet. Hau-
ry’s Lake City Collision will 
make a cash donation and 
hand out accident informa-
tion kits to everyone at-
tending the event. Jeff notes 
that “we are all parents and 
guardians and we must lend 
our support any way we can. 
The 2008 Club banquet is an 
event to raise money for The 
Children’s Home Society of 
Washington, an organiza-
tion Haury’s believes in.” 
When your car is in need of 
repair please visit Haury’s 
Collision at 11514 Lake City 
Way NE in Seattle, call them 
at 206-365-1565, or visit them 
at www.hauryscollison.com.

GEt iN ON thE FUN AND DONAtE AN 
itEm Or SErViCE tO thE AUCtiON
The fun everyone has during 
the auction wouldn’t be pos-
sible without the generous 
contributions from support-
ive individuals, companies 
and Club members.
 Do you have an item, 
product or service to do-
nate? Be a “fun-maker,” 
make a donation, and know 
that it is all for a good cause 
within our own community: 
Children’s Home Society of 
Washington’s Cobb Center.
 Please get your donations 
in early. Any item delivered 
after Friday, Jan. 11 will not be  
acknowledged in the event 
program. We’re accepting:
• larger ticket items, value 

of $400 or more for the 
live auction.

• very unique items for 
either the live or silent 
auctions.

• smaller items (value of 
$25 or more) for our silent 
auctions.

Please contact Lance Richert 
at Lance@Richertnet.com or 
425-443-2188.

PrELimiNAry BANqUEt 
2008 DONAtiONS

BUSINESS DONATIONS
3LG Auto Detail
Auburn Foreign Car
Bavarian Autosport
BMW of Bellevue
BMW Northwest
BMW Seattle
Car Tender
Eastside Bavarian
Griot’s Garage
Haury’s Lake City Collision
Island Detail
Lombardi’s Restaurant
M Cars Seattle
SOVREN
Strictly BMW Independent 

Service
WebXtremes

PRIVATE DONATIONS
Buchanan, William
Conley, Walt
Hill, Kevin
Hill, Wes 
Richert, Lance
Spornitz, Nancy 
Zündfolge Staff

VOLUNtEEr
Join the fun group of people 
who make it all happen.
• Enjoy decorating? Help 

transform the banquet  
room from functional to fun!

• Like details? Help track 
registrations, auction  
items, and assemble pro-
gram packets.

• Enjoy people? Greet guests  
upon arrival and make sure 
new attendees feel welcome.

• Future MTV Producer? 
Create a pre-program vid-
eo or audio that celebrates 
fellow Club members. 

Email Mary Jo Stojak at mj@
unofficialbmw.com for more 
information.

rEGiStEr NOW
Don’t delay, because unlike our  
event theme, there is a limit 
to the registration period, 
and we’d really miss you if 
you missed this banquet.
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alThough ross kneW at 
the age of five that he really 
wanted to be a race driver, 
he also considered a career 
as a pro tennis player during 
his teen years. But after find-
ing that he could not afford 
to spend the time practicing 
and training that most of his 
competitors could, he made 
the logical decision: “If I 
can’t afford to play tennis at 
the highest level, then I bet-
ter follow my first love and 
go racing!”
 “My life has always 
revolved around driving and 
cars,” declares Ross, profes-
sional racecar driver, driving 
instructor/coach, author, 
traffic safety spokesperson, 
entrepreneur and business 
coach. Combined, he has 
over thirty racing seasons 
and twenty-five years of 
driver training experience 
to become one of North 

America’s foremost authori-
ties on the art of driving.
 Growing up in the Van-
couver, Canada area, he 
raced at Pacific Raceway 
(then SIR), Portland and 
the old Westwood circuits, 
moving from Formula Ford 
to Formula Atlantic; from 
Trans-Am to GT cars. He 
ultimately competed on the 
CART Indy car circuit in 

the early to mid-’90s, racing 
against the likes of Mario 
and Michael Andretti, Bobby 
Rahal, Rick Mears, Al Unser 
Jr., Nigel Mansell, Emerson 
Fittipaldi and Paul Tracy. 
Though he did not achieve 
his ultimate goal of winning 
in Indy cars while driving 
for the under-funded Dale 
Coyne Racing team, it did 
open up opportunities for 
him to move into the sports 
car racing world.
 In 1994, Ross drove the 
first Ferrari 333SP in the 
1994 IMSA series—and 
has the gold prancing horse 
pin to prove it! From 1995 
to 2001, Ross competed in 
the IMSA, USRRC, ALMS, 
and Grand-Am series on a 
full-time basis, developing a 
reputation as one of the top 
sports car drivers. In 1998, 
driving an M3 for the PTG 
BMW Team, Ross won the 

United States Road Racing 
Championship (forerunner 
of the current Grand-Am 
series).
 Because he was busy 
developing his Speed Secrets 
Driver Development com-
pany by 2002, Ross competed 
on a part-time basis. But, in 
2003, along with his Team 
Seattle teammates Don Kitch,  
Joe and Justin Pruskowski, he 
won the Rolex 24-Hour Race 
of Daytona. 
 In 2005, Ross co-drove, 
coached and mentored “Team 
16” in a history-making drive 
at the Daytona 24-Hour race. 
Ross’ teammates were all 16 
years-old—the youngest com-
petitors ever at Daytona. 
 In January 2008, Ross 
returns to tackle the Daytona 
24-Hour race once again with 
Team Seattle, raising funds 
and awareness for the Seattle 
Children’s Hospital.

Ross Bentley 



PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OmNi
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
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Continued on Page 14

 A self-proclaimed “learn-
ing junkie,” Ross has used his 
addiction to learning to study 
sports psychology, human 
performance, learning strate-
gies, educational kinesiology, 
business, and coaching. He’s 
used these disciplines him-
self and with others he has 
coached. His strength is in 
bringing out the best perfor-
mance in people and teams 
in their sports, businesses or 
personal lives.
 “In addition to racing, I 
get the biggest thrill from 
helping others learn to be 
better drivers, and to perform 
better in whatever it is they 
choose,” says Ross. He has 
taught thousands of drivers 
to improve their skills and 
attitudes through his books, 
articles, driving schools and 
personal coaching. His driver 
training goals are to make 
the public roads a safer place 
to drive, help people learn to 
enjoy driving more, and to 
find and coach future racing 
champions.
 In the course of any given 
week, he might be training 
instructors to teach new teen 
drivers, coaching an amateur 
or elite-level professional 
race driver, developing a 
training program for police 
officers, conducting a seminar 
on enhancing mental perfor-
mance, or all of the above. 
His love of driving is perfect-
ly matched with his passion 
for training, and he draws 
upon both to inspire people 
to achieve the satisfaction of 
peak performance.
 Ross is currently one of 
the most sought-after and 
respected race and perfor-
mance driver coaches in 
North America, if not the 
world. He expands tradi-
tional instructional methods 
by focussing on what is really 
driving the car: the driver’s 
mind.

 Ross’ unique approach 
to coaching race drivers was 
highlighted in a Discovery  
Channel International  
documentary in 2005. When 
the producers of the show 
went looking for the top 
driver coaches in the world, 
they found two: Ross and  
Dr. Kerry Spackman, a neu-
roscientist working with the 
McLaren Formula 1 team. 
Both Spackman (who is par-
tially responsible for Lewis 
Hamilton’s success) and 
Ross’ approaches to training 
drivers were noted to be sur-
prisingly similar, in spite of 
their different backgrounds.
Ross coaches drivers of all 
ages, types of cars, and levels 
of the sport. He’s worked 
with eight-year-olds in kart-
ing, amateur racers in their 
60s, autocrossers, Indy 500 
winners, flat track motorcycle 
racers, and top fuel drag 
racers. In addition to the U.S. 
and Canada, he has coached 
in Australia, England and  
Korea. His protégé, Colin 
Braun (who he has been 
coaching in and out of the 
race car since Colin was 13), 
was recently signed to a long-
term contract to drive for 
Roush Fenway Racing  
in NASCAR.
 Ross has literally written 
the book on driving. He put 
his experience and knowl-
edge of racing and human 
performance into the Speed 
Secrets books. Speed Se-
crets 1 through 6 represent 
the best-selling race driving 
technique books and his Bob 
Bondurant on Kart Racing is 
popular in the karting world. 
Additionally, Ross wrote an 
award-winning “Driving with 
Finesse” column on driving 
safety and technique in the 
Vancouver Province, British 



Be it moments on the road
or in our lives, our banquet speaker Ross Bentley, and auction

beneficiary Children’s Home Society of Washington, demonstrate

how we can overcome any obstacle.

No Limits
In addition to racing, I get the biggest thrill from

helping others learn to be better drivers, and to

perform better in whatever it is they choose to do.

Ross Bentley
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Columbia’s most-read news-
paper and his safe driving 
manuals have been used by 
the Justice Institute of B.C., 
BMW, Michelin, and a vari-
ety of other companies and 
organizations. He continues 
to write articles for numerous 
magazines, newsletters and 
websites.
 From 1999 to 2006 Ross 
had the opportunity to 
drive and test the very latest 
offerings from BMW and 
other manufacturers. He was 
contracted by BMW North 
America to be the on-cam-
era-expert, providing driving, 
evaluation and vehicle com-
parisons for BMW’s internal 
satellite television network 
(used for sales training and 
customer comparisons).
 Ross is at home in the 
technical world, as well. He 
was the Technical Advisor to 
Imago Systems Inc, provid-

ing driver training technical 
information for the design 
of a new computer driv-
ing simulator to be used by 
driving schools and govern-
ment driver testing agencies. 
He currently consults on 
the training aspects for the 
Virtual GT racing simula-
tor. Ross is also experienced 
in race car engineering and 
design, particularly shock 
absorber development and 
data acquisition.
 While Ross has driven  
230 MPH in an Indy car 
at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, he is also com-
mitted to helping teens and 
other drivers to learn to 
respect their limits. And so, 
Ross has now applied his 
passion to new teen drivers,  
and to organizations’ em-
ployees who drive as part 
of their job. He co-founded 
SWERVE Driver Training 

and SWERVE Fleet Training 
to provide these services in 
the Washington State market 
and beyond.
 His passion for coaching 
has moved to encompass 
performance management in 
the workplace. Ross’ par-
ticular strength is in bringing 
the best out of people and 
he’s now using that ability to 
coach business owners, ex-
ecutives, and business teams.

 That, in addition to coach-
ing race and performance driv-
ers, consulting to SWERVE 
Driver Training, driving race 
cars, writing books, feeding 
his curiosity about learning 
and spending time with his 
wife and daughter make for a 
rich and busy life! One thing 
is for sure: As his past has 
demonstrated, there is no limit 
to what Ross can and will be 
doing in the future.

Ross Bentley Continued from Page 11



Children’s Home Society  
of Washington 
This year’s benefiCiary 
of the Annual Banquet will 
be Cobb Center for Youth, a 
therapeutic residential treat-
ment center located in Se-
attle. The center serves boys 
ages 5–16 who cannot live in 
their family, foster or adop-
tive homes because of serious 
behavioral problems. Cobb 
Center is a program offered 
by Children’s Home Society 
of Washington (CHSW).
 Children literally come to 
Cobb as their last resort; the 
majority of referrals from 
Child Protective and Child 
Welfare Services. CHSW tar-
gets this group because they 
are among the most vulnera-
ble of children. Each child re-
ceives intensive therapy in a 
stable, structured setting with 
caring adults, comprised of a 
team that includes child and 
family therapists, residen-
tial care workers, a clinical 
supervisor and a consulting 
psychiatrist, pediatrician, and 
nurse. The goal of treatment 
at Cobb is to give these boys 
the support they need to 
overcome the pain of the past 
and find lives worth living.
 Robbie, a 10 year old, had 
lived in 21 different homes 
before coming to Cobb, 
with resultant symptoms 
of Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder such as impulsive-
ness, depression and aggres-
sion. His primary counselor, 
Jennifer, worked with him 
calmly while providing the 
nurturing and consistent care 
he needed. Robbie wanted 
to make sure that Jennifer 
would be there for him un-
conditionally and tested her 
frequently. After time and 
much work, he began to trust 
and from there, his life has 

become one very much worth 
living. He attends school, 
plays little league baseball 
and now in his foster home. 
He feels connected enough 
to another human to call his 
foster parent “Mom.”
 Recently, a Cobb Center 
Alumni in his 50s came to 
visit Cobb Center. He spent 
three of his years as a child in 
the original Cobb Hall. His 
note afterward included the 
following:
  “Thank you again for 
letting me relive that part of 
childhood that some kids 
would try and forget. As I 
told you earlier this morn-
ing, Children’s Home Society 
of Washington was some of 
my most pleasant days of my 
childhood and some that I 
will never forget.”
 Founded in 1896, Chil-
dren’s Home Society of 
Washington is the largest 
and most enduring state-
wide nonprofit dedicated to 
improving the lives children 
and families. From providing 
homes through Adoption 
and Out-of-Home Care, 
to guiding homes through 
Early Learning, Family Sup-
port and Child and Family 
Counseling, CHSW touched 
the lives of 30,000 children 
and their family members 
last year.
 Children’s Home Society 
of Washington would like 
to thank the BMW Club of 
Puget Sound Region for their 
commitment to children and 
families in our community 
and to all of the participants 
of the Annual Banquet for 
their generosity. 
 For more information, visit  
childrenshomesociety.org.
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WhaT happens When you put an open 
wheel car racer and a Mazda guy in an 
M3? Fast happens. Tails wag. Longtime 
Conference racers Wes Tipton and Pat 
Boyle drove Mike Helton’s RTG Mo-
torsports E36 M3 to a first place finish at 
the Four Hours of Pacific Raceways in 
late October. Meanwhile, Mike was busy 
driving his other RTG race car, an M 
Coupe, to a podium finish in class. Shar-
ing driving duties in the Coupe were 
Doug Mill and Sam Moses. 
 Mike and his co-drivers were racing 
not only for fun and glory, but also for 
Old Dog Haven in Arlington, Washing-
ton. This organization provides homes 
for older dogs—the ones who aren’t 
chosen for adoption from traditional 
shelters due to age or infirmity, but are 
still eager to provide love and compan-
ionship. Learn more at their web site, 
www.olddoghaven.org. Suzanne Nagy 
and her Auburn Valley Tailwaggers 4-H 
girls took on the project of fundraising 
for Old Dog Haven, soliciting per-lap 
and lump sum contributions based on 
RTG’s 2007 Enduro campaigns. With 
the M3 completing 322 laps in the 8 
Hours of the Cascades last Spring, and 
the combined 254 laps the RTG cars 
completed this race, over $5,000 was 
raised for Old Dog Haven. 

 Meanwhile back at the track, this 
year’s PRO3 class champion Jeff Van 
Lierop and his co-driver Randy Blaylock 
(2007 champ in both SPO and ITE) took 
second place overall and first in class in 
Jeff’s Grassroots Racing car, completing 
128 laps to the M3’s 129. Andrew Newell 
and Will Diefenbach drove the Strictly 
BMW PRO3 machine to a third place 
finish in class, completing 125 laps.
 Another E36 M3 and nine other E30s, 
ran as well. BMWs made up more than 
a third of the grid in this race—14 of 39. 
Thirteen of the fourteen finished. The 
fourteenth BMW, Greg Miller’s “Class  
of 2007” PRO3 car, was piloted by Jim 
Millet and Rick Gulstrom, who both 
raced in the Novice program this year. 
Due to a radio problem that prevented 
Rick from hearing the call to come in for 

BMWs Finish 1-2 In The Four Hours of Pacific Raceways
Experienced Dogs Jubilant

fuel, the tank ran dry with a lap to go in 
the race. Greg figures just one more pint 
of gas would have gotten them a finish. 
 It was a remarkably incident-free 
race, given the changing conditions that 
had many drivers out on the wrong 
tires for conditions. The pit configura-
tion and very long, speed-limited track 
entry road made pit stops very lengthy, 
causing many teams to stay out on dry 
tires when they’d have been a bit faster 
and much more hooked up on rain tires. 
As with so many of this year’s races, tire 
choice had a big affect on final posi-
tion. The weather may well be similar 
on March 9, 2008 for the next running 
of the Four Hours of Pacific Raceways, 
and a number of BMW race teams are 
already fine-tuning their race strategies.

Bob Mearns
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Thanks To doug mill and his generous donaTion at the 2007 banquet, Club 
members and high bidders drove his hard charging ’57 Chevy at Pacific Race Ways 
at what turned out to be a Club night at drag racing. Most of the BMW faithful 
needed a bit of practice before we could achieve a respectable ET as drag racing 
proved to be harder than it looked. By the end of the night we started to turn in 
some decent times. The trick is to leave on the last yellow light. The night was a 
big success and a great time was had by all as we rowed the gears for the best ET. 
Thanks again to Doug Mill, Jim Patterson and Bill Huennekens for their generous 
contribution to the Medic One Foundation.

Here’s how they stack up:

VEHICLE: MODS: BEST  ET/MPH

00 540i 6sp Stock  133K miles 14.78 @ 95

07 335i Proceed piggy back, autobox 13.1 @ 105

06 M5 Stock, easy launches only 13.0 @ 112

01 M3  Remus exhaust 13.5 @ 103

82 RX7 Turbo 13.35 @ 104

00 M5 Dinan software 13.39 @ 106

02 M5 Dinan S3 12.89 @ 112.49

87 535is TCD Turbo System  10 psi 13.78 @ 101

04 M3 Dinan software, CAI 13.59 @ 102

57 Chevrolet Stroker small block w/ roller cam 12.19 @ 111

00 Mrdstr Euro engine 13.68 @ 99

04 Dodge Ram Bio Diesel 16.85 @ 75

BMW Night at the Drags

i WanT To Thank the dedicated turn 
workers who did an astounding job this 
season at the five driving schools at 
Pacific Raceways. Puget Sound Region 
BMW CCA agreed to donate $4,000 to 
the Kami Renee Sutton Cardiac ICU 
Endowment at Children’s Hospital 
through the Team Seattle Guild if twelve 
people worked the turns at each event. 
Twelve to sixteen turn workers came out 
to participate each time. 
 A special thanks goes out to Marie 
and Keith Kirby. They are professional 
turn workers who took time away from 
other track events to be with BMW CCA 
to support Children’s Hospital. Now that 
is dedication! Their professionalism is a 
tribute to all those who volunteer to work 
turns at club activities with just a boxed 
lunch for compensation.
 Over thirty-five folks worked the 
turns throughout the season. Their ef-
forts and commitment are truly appreci-
ated by the drivers and instructors they 
so diligently monitored. Skilled radio 
communication and quick response 
allowed all the participants to stay safe 
and spend as much time on the track as 
possible. Compliments were flowing at 
the end of each day. 
 I hope to see all of you in 2008 
when we’ll do it all again for the kids at 
Children’s Hospital who need our help. 
We’ll receive more dollars per event 
since most are weekdays. The set dates 
for BMW CCA Pacific Raceways events 
are as follows:

Sunday, march 18
Friday, April 11
thursday, may 1
thursday, September 25

All events run from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m. 

Think about joining the turn workers in 
2008. It is the perfect way to learn the 
driving line and be close to the action! 
We have great new radios and will move 
from station to station throughout the 
day to mix it up. 

Lynne Eskil

2007 Turn Worker 
Thank You
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23 years of BMW experience

Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049
www.airimportrepairs.com

8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA



i hope some of you will read all the 
way through this short article. I’ve been 
on the Club’s Board of Directors for 
many years and enjoyed it very much.  
In recent years, I’ve served on the Nomi-
nating Committee. The job of the Nomi-
nating Committee is to find volunteers 
to fill each of the Board positions for the 
coming year. We’ve been able to fill all 
the positions although we’ve never had 
an excess of volunteers. In fact it’s usu-
ally the same group that serves on the 
Board with a few changes.
 This year it was particularly tough 
to fill all the positions. In addition our 
volunteer base limits what the Club can 
do. We’re very active with a lot of terrific 
events. And we have a lot of volunteers 
involved at levels other than the Board. 
For example, track events have a couple 
dozen talented instructors volunteer-
ing their time, plus corner workers. 
The Zündfolge has a sizable staff. The 
Concours d’Elegance has a large group 
of judges and other volunteers. The ban-
quet involves a big group, and not just 
the night of the event. So we’ve got a lot 
of people giving of their time to make 
events successful.
 But we could do even more if we had 
more volunteers involved. The treasury 
has plenty of money to support events 
that benefit the membership, but, to 
do more events we really need more 
people. And don’t think this is drudg-
ery because it isn’t. Involvement with a 
quality organization is fun, as you prob-
ably know.
 Typically Club events are chaired by 
a Board member, but, this isn’t always 
so and it doesn’t need to be a Board 
member. Any Club member can chair  
an event. 
 So here is a specific opportunity for 
one or more of you to get more involved 
in the Club. On Saturday, March 15, 2008 
we will be having a meeting at Vintage 
Racing Motors (VRM) in Redmond. 
The meeting will be held from 10:00 a.m. 
until noon. We’re looking for an event 
chairperson and others to help with the 
event. We have visited VRM several 
times in the past and a past event chair-
person (Bill Spornitz) is available to 

How About Getting More Involved?
mentor whoever steps up to take this on.
This is a fairly simple event. The duties 
include:
1. Writing the promotional articles for 

Zündfolge for February and March 
and writing a follow-up article after 
the event for the Zündfolge. 

2. Taking reservations from members 
and answering any questions prior to 
the event (the event is free so there 
isn’t any money handling involved).

3. Bringing coffee and goodies to the 
event along with other supplies, then 
making sure they are presented well, 
supplies are refreshed, etc. (All costs 
will be reimbursed by the Club.)

4. Staffing the sign-in table and making 
sure everyone does sign in.

5. Attending the February and March 
Board meetings (if possible) to keep 
the Board apprised of the event 
status. A follow-up at the April Board 
meeting would be good too.

As you can see this will take several 
people but we need one person to be 
in charge. Other day-of-event help is 
pretty easy to find.
 We do have one or two other meet-
ing ideas that are less well developed 
we would like someone to volunteer 
for. The next level of involvement we 
would like to see is for someone to step 
forward with an original idea for a Club 
meeting, present it to the Board for ap-
proval and then execute the event. We 
can provide lots of support and guid-
ance. We really do want more of you to 
get involved. 
 If you do step up to chair an event, 
it can be a one-shot deal, the first of 
several or lead to a greater involvement 
in Club administration. It is up to you. 
But start slowly and find out how much 
fun this can be.
 If you would like to chair or be 
involved in the VRM meeting or you’ve 
got another idea for a meeting you 
would like to put on please contact me 
or any other Board member. You can 
email me at d.lightfoot@comcast.net or 
call me at 206-660-6190. Thanks for your 
consideration.

David Lightfoot
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afTer Taking The auTo deTailing Class, taught by Dennis Nolan at the 
Renton Community College, I’d like to share my thoughts and experience 
with Club members and motoring enthusiasts.
 Dennis has definitely made a “fun” science out of automotive detailing. 
He is soft spoken and very articulate in his lectures and presentations. Class 
participation is highly encouraged, and no question is left unanswered.
 The classes typically start with a short lecture or video on the science and 
theory behind the products and processes, followed by hands-on practice in 
the shop. Everyone got a chance to experiment with different products, tech-
niques and tools of the trade. 
 A born car buff, I thought I knew it all. I never knew there is yet so much 
more to learn. I never knew I would have so many questions. We learned how 
to properly wash and prepare the car, choose the right product, application 
process, tools and tricks of the trade, considering the type and condition of 
the exterior/interior surfaces, tires, glass and whole lot more. And, the icing on 
the cake! We got to work on our own cars! Mine looked so good afterwards 
that I changed my mind about trading it in.
 I truly enjoyed this course. It was definitely worth all the hustle and bustle 
of the evening traffic, driving to Renton from Everett.  Reza N. Tavakoli

The Details of Detailing: A Hands-on Auto Detail Class at RTC
 The auto detail class provides forty 
hours of instruction over ten weeks. 
Classes are held Mondays from 4:30 p.m.  
to 8:30 p.m. The program starts on 
January 7 and runs through March 24. 

Registration begins mid-December. To 
register or to get more information call 
RTC at 425-235-2352. The fee for the 
class is $224.70 and includes most sup-
plies and tools.

Testimonial

haVe you eVer been enVious of the 
cleanliness and shine of show cars at 
a concours? Or have you washed and 
waxed your car, thinking you’ve doing 
a great job, and then been disappointed 
in how it looked? If so, then consider 
taking a ten week, in-depth auto detail-
ing class offered by Renton Technical 
College (RTC).
 This winter, RTC will be offering a 
comprehensive course designed for the 
serious hobbyist covering all aspects of 
auto detailing. The course includes class-
room instruction and hands-on training 
covering professional level auto detail-
ing tools and techniques.
 Topics include proper washing/prep  
techniques, understanding paint technol-
ogy and problem paints, color sanding,  
paint touchup, scratch and swirl remov-
al/repair, buffing tools and techniques, 
polishing tools and techniques, paint pro-
tection, paint overspray removal, exteri-
or trim and wheel care, interior cleaning 
and protection including vinyl, leather, 
and carpets. Students completing this 
course will learn the skills required to 
perform auto detailing at a high level.
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WoW, WhaT a busy Time of year. I 
had my 740 covered for a while and 
recently got the 535 covered for the 
winter. I have been driving the 733 and 
it is all good except for the drivers seat 
is broken down a little and I am looking 
for a way to get that fixed, as it can be 
hard on the bum after a while. 
 I had a low beam go out and was 
quite shocked as to the extent one has 
to go to replace the light itself. I need to 
practice up on my Yoga before replacing 
the next one. The newer cars really spoil 
a person in such matters. 
 These gas prices have got me thinking 
about a hybrid or a diesel of some sort. 
There are still federal tax credits avail-
able when buying new hybrids, depend-
ing on what model you are looking at. 
There are also the rumors of BMW 
diesels coming to our shores. That is very 
appealing; just imagine all that torque. 
What would you do with all that torque?

Even if it did make sense . . .

 After running the numbers every 
which way and breaking out the abacus, 
I can’t come up with a good argument 
for replacing a paid-for automobile for 
one that gets better mileage even if it 
gets twice your current mileage. You 
would have to put approximately 60,000 
miles on a hybrid before breaking even. 
Now that does not take into account the 
insurance would be higher, however one 
would assume there would be less main-
tenance costs involved, but you know 
what happens when you assume.
 Considering that my 733 is paid for 
and I have had no maintenance costs in 
almost three years of ownership (now 
the jinx is on) it makes no sense whatso-
ever to buy a hybrid for better mileage. 
Now if I were trying to save the planet 
that would be a different story and a dif-
ferent article altogether.
 Now I realize that owning or even 
driving a hybrid is not a very popular 
topic for car enthusiasts, but, when I 
consider that I can drive almost 1,500 
miles on the same amount of gas that 
goes into one tank of my Ford F-150 it 
gets pretty tempting. 
 For me this is not about saving the 
planet, it is about saving money. I’ll 
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just make my standard statement here 
“What is happening to the Earth right 
now is cyclical, it has happened before 
and it will happen again.” When this old 
world gets tired of us, it will take care of 
us like it has its inhabitants for millions 
of years before us. There, I got that of 
my chest and I can go on about painful 
gas pump experiences.
 When I fill up my wife’s F-150 and 
it costs around $100, it really hurts 
because I do not see the benefit. The 
reason I can go to the same gas pump 
and get excited about filling up my 
BMW with premium is because the 
benefit is another tankful of spirited and 
joyful driving. For me, as I am sure it is 
for you, automobiles and driving them 
is an emotional experience; that is why 
they call us enthusiasts. 
 We are enthusiastic about our cars 
and a vehicularly-challenged person is 
never going to understand that no mat-
ter how many times or ways you explain 
it. You either are a car nut or you are 
not; there really is no middle ground. 
Which is why I cannot talk myself into  
a hybrid, even if it did make sense.

Dave Cook
Davecook@liv2drv.net, www.liv2drv.net
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the coffee experience. 
The brown bean is a global, 
multi-faceted cultural asset 
—trendy, versatile, delicious. In 
the modern city, the coffee shop 
has established itself as meeting 
place for the discerning coffee 
connoisseur. Now the world’s 
leading retailer, roaster and pro-
moter of coffee specialties  
is offering its customers the 
opportunity to experience 
unsurpassed coffee enjoyment 
at home. In collaboration with 
BMW Group DesignworksUSA  
and Saeco, the leading coffee  
machine manufacturer, Starbucks  
has developed a unique espres-
so machine for domestic use. 
 Those who wish to brew 
their coffee in the style of the 

espresso master, known in 
Italian bars and cafés as the 
Barista, can in the future fulfil 
this wish in a classy fashion 
using the newly developed semi 
automatic espresso machine 
Sirena™. This model combines 
the product characteristics of 
the original classic version, 
which is described as a por-
tafilter, with state-of-the-art 
technical components. The 
espresso machine Sirena™ will 
be launched at select Starbucks 
Coffee company-operated 
stores in North America and on 
line in November 2007.  
 The designers were faced 
with the challenge of creating 
an authentic product, the design 
of which reflected above all the 

distinctive identity of Starbucks 
and the quality associated 
with it. At the same time both 
product experience and design 
were to symbolize the expertise 
of Starbucks as well as its brand 
statement “Daily Inspiration” 
on a sustained basis. 
 Starbucks epitomizes modern  
and discerning coffee-drinking 
more than most other brands 
as the company has refined and 
enhanced coffee culture with its 
coffeehouses. Its unmistakeable 
image and characteristic flair  
are reflected in the product 
design of the espresso machine  
Sirena™. In order to achieve 
these ambitious project objec-
tives, the coffee specialist 
Starbucks collaborated with 
the global design studio BMW 
Group DesignworksUSA and 
the Italian company Saeco. The 
premium manufacturer Saeco 
is the leading producer of fully 
automatic coffee machines. The 
Sirena™ excels through its dis-
tinctive, iconic design, superior 
quality and durability. Its styling 
and functionality fulfill the high 
standards set by Starbucks for 
its outstanding coffee products 
and is the embodiment of the 
unique, reflective, authentic and 
inspiring Starbucks lifestyle. 
 
Professional coffee brewing 
at the push of a button.
Whether you are a beginner or 
an expert, the sophisticated but 
simple-to-understand func-
tionality of the Sirena™ makes 
professional coffee brewing at 
home so very easy. In addition 
to optimum user convenience 
the machine offers clear and 
intelligible control of functions. 
For example, colored illuminat-
ing diodes signalize a specific 
status. The integration of two 
boilers into the system facili-
tates the brewing of espresso 
parallel to characteristic milk 
froth with a rapid steam process. 

The deposit area serves ad-
ditionally as a hotplate for cups 
or beakers. The entire machine 
housing is made of metal. The 
black and silver colored mate-
rial is produced in a complex die 
casting process. The Pannarello 
for milk foaming made of 
rustproof steel is a very typical 
feature.  
Authentic design as a factor of 
success for premium brands. 
 With their involvement 
in the development of the 
Sirena™ semi automatic 
espresso machine designers at 
BMW Group DesignworksUSA 
have once again demonstrated 
their outstanding conceptual 
and creative know-how. This 
competence is based on thirty 
five years of international and 
cross industry experience with 
high-quality products and well-
known brands. The cooperation 
with international manufac-
turers from the most diverse 
industries places the highest 
demands on design quality: on 
the understanding of identity 
and development possibilities of 
brands, as well as on the ability 
to incorporate customers’ needs 
and design expectations.  
 Thanks to these capabili-
ties, BMW DesignworksUSA 
provides its clients with valuable 
incentives for translating the 
product concept into a tailor-
made product character, a 
factor of success in achieving 
corporate objectives. The BMW 
Group subsidiary based in 
Munich, Los Angeles and Singa-
pore partners with a number of 
renowned brand manufacturers. 
In addition to its activities in 
the field of automotive design. 
BMW DesignworksUSA serves 
clients in the field of IT and 
electronics, entertainment, 
lifestyle, packaging, in the home 
decor and luxury segment as 
well as in the fields of transpor-
tation design and sport.

BmW GrOUP DESiGNWOrkSUSA DESiGNS iCONiC ESPrESSO 
mAChiNE FOr StArBUCkS COFFEE COmPANy
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Various BMW parts for sale: Wife says time to 
clean out the garage! Four E32 (740) stock 15" 
chrome wheels with 205/65/15 Goodyear ultra grip 
snow tires, used one winter like new, $400 for all 
four. Five E39 540 sport stock wheels with Conti 
sport tires like new, 235/40/17 fronts 265/40/17 
back plus spare, $800 for all five. Four ASA black 
with chrome lip 18" wheels with 245/40/18 RA1s 
one or two track days left on the RA1s on the 
wheels, with a second set of four RA1s same size 
as above with 4 to 6 track days left. $500 ASA  
wheels, $500 all eight RA1s tires, $900 for eight 
tires and four ASA wheels together. 2001 E39 
factory BMW rear spoiler with brake light $275. 
2001 E39 factory tail lights led and clear turn 
signals $175. 2001 E39 complete stereo head unit, 
nav, cd changer, amp., etc $1,500 obo. 2001 E39 
stock side mirrors $125. MaShaw fiber glass hood 
for E39  97 thru 03 fits all, $650 (saves 57lbs over 
steel hood). TCD bolt in (removable) roll bar fits E39 
97 thru 03 all, $950. 1995 M3 stock rotors all four 
good shape $200. 1995 M3 stock ac system $200 
obo (removed to save weight). Infinity bass link 
subwoofer 200 watt amp, like new $300 (w/wiring 
harness for E39). Contact Mike at 206-465-9762.

Snow Tires: Four Nokian Hakkapelitta stud-less 
snow tires (195/70 R14) mounted and balanced on 
BMW steel wheels. Eighty percent tread left. $425. 
If interested, call Dave at 503-668-5188 or email 
d.kaechele@verizon.net.

BmWs for Sale
2000 M Coupe: Estoril Blue with very rare beige 
ostrich pattern leather interior. All the normal power 
options including moonroof and heated seats.  
43K Miles. Always garaged and in immaculate 
condition. Never raced or abused. Non-smoker. 
Adult owned M Coupe. No rust. Dinan Perfor-
mance Chip, cold air induction and front tower 
brace. Custom Fikse 18" racing wheels. 6 CD 
changer and Alpine AM/FM/CD. $26,000. Contact 
Geoff or Terri at 206-842-0610 or geoff@hcssi.com.

1994 540iA: Island green with tan leather, 129,800 
miles, Alusil block replacement at 43,000. BMW 
alarm, CD changer, 740i 16 inch wheels with recent 
BFG summer tires (original wheels and tires included  
also), otherwise stock with recent Inspection II. 
Some rock chips and a small ding or two, but very 
solid, uses no oil, all electronics work, clear title, 
and all service records available. Purchased Dinan 
5, so no more room in the garage. $5,500 obo. 
Contact Bob at bguyt@rfmarch.com for photos or 
more information.

1988 M5: Black with tan interior. 250,000 miles. 
Body and paint in good condition. Interior shows 
normal wear. Serviced at Strictly BMW and 
Eastside Bavarian since I have owned it. All stock 
except for self leveling suspension was replaced 
and it has 17" Ronal wheels with brand new tires 
this spring. Daily driver. $7,800. I won’t list all the 
features, if you know the car, you know what they 
are. Please email or call for more information and 
pictures. Contact Ben Britton at 206-310-9213 or 
dr.britton@comcast.net.

1964 BMW 700 LS: Very rare BMW, two door, 
700cc air cooled rear engine that produces 35HP. 
Last insured in 1971 and has been stored indoors 
for the past fifteen years. Needs some rust work on 
fenders and doors but otherwise in above average 
condition. $1,750 obo. Email retromotive@hotmail.
com for more info or for photos. 

Parts for Sale
Tires and Wheels: Four BLIZZAK WS-15 205/55/
R16s on 7 1/2 x 16 MSW wheels. Low use. Wheels 
in very good condition $300. Please contact Mike 
at 425-228-0848 or z3wave@blarg.net.

Parting out 1991 535i E34: Granitsilber with  
light grey interior, 152,000. Body damage, very 
good mechanically. All or part. Engine and auto 
transmission out of car. Call for information, Karl  
at 253-797-1511 or krufener@skynetbb.com.

Tires: Two 255/40ZR18 Michelin Pilot Sport tires 
bought new in September 07, $285 each; they 
have 378 miles on them; will sell for $225 each.  
I already have 19 inch wheels and tires for my  
M3 and don’t need these. Contact Jaime at  
425-271-1706 or email Jaimeole@aol.com.
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Jan. 1: February Issue
Feb. 5: March Issue

Classified Advertising Policy: Classi-
fied ads are free to current members. 
Zündfolge staff reserves the right to 
edit all classified ads. Ads must be 
typed and emailed to Lucetta Lightfoot 
at lucettalightfoot@msn.com or sent to  
Zündfolge, c/o Lucetta Lightfoot, P.O.Box 
99391, Seattle, WA 98139. All ads must be 
submitted for EACh publication.

DE
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AC Schnitzer Aluminum Pedal Set: For automatic 
transmission BMWs from 1997 to current. As new, 
unmarked and unworn with all mounting hardware 
in original box. Price new was $289.95; yours for 
$150. Contact Bob at ifpracing@comcast.net.

Bavarian Autosport Car Cover and Storage  
Bag for E60 (from 2004 5 Series): As new, $100. 
Contact Bob at ifpracing@comcast.net.

Hard Top Hoist: A custom garage hoist for the  
E36 Z3/M roadster. It uses a winch with a block 
and tackle system to hoist the top near the ceiling. 
The hoist has lambswool pads and rubber-sided 
arms to protect the finish. $200. Contact Paul at 
thermaller@comcast.net or call 425-590-7393. 
Pictures can be viewed at http://s38.photobucket.
com/albums/e145/Thermaller/Hardtop.

Garage Downsize/Clearance: ’72 3.0S (Bavaria), 
blue/tan (fair minus); ’78 530i, bronzit/tan (parts/
rebuild); ’79 528i, brown/tan (good minus); ’80 528i, 
white/tan (parts/rebuild); ’83 533i, white/black 
(good, but...); ’78 630i, black/tan (excellent); ’83 
633i, white/black (very good); ’79 733i, blue/blue 
(good minus); ’98 540i, silver/black (excellent plus).  
Also, several M30 engines, period gearboxes,  
diffs, etc. Please call/email Bruce for details at  
360-466-2759 or bmelliot@nwlink.com.

miscellaneous
Roundel magazines: 1980–2003. Missing years 
1992, 93, and 94. Issues 1980–1991 in cases. 
Good to excellent condition. $200. Please contact 
Mike at 425-228-0848 or z3wave@blarg.net.

Puget Sound Region Club Logo Shirts for Sale: 
Adult sizes. Short and long sleeve T-shirts in white 
and light grey, grey sweatshirts, and beautiful 
embroidered Land’s End collared shirts available.  
Contact Lance Richert for details and pricing at 
Lance@Richertnet.com. 

Patronize Our Advertisers!
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