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September 27
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcomed. Contact the Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

September 29-30
IRDC Race #12: Jay Boggs Memorial Race  
at Pacific Raceways, with BMW Club Hospitality 
tent. See article in this Zündfolge issue.

October 1
The Nominations Committee deadline  
for the 2008 Board of Directors. See the  
September Zündfolge for more information.

October 5-7
BMW Club at Oktoberfest Northwest  
at the Puyallup Fairgrounds. See article in this 
Zündfolge issue.

October 7
Mountain Twisties Tour Club Tour,  
seeking out twisty roads. Check the Club 
Events section of the bulletin board at www.
bmwpugetsound.com for details. Please email 
RSVPs and questions to Scott Hieronymus at 
scottnlaurie2@comcast.net.

October 9
Deadline for the November/December 2007 
Zündfolge issue, all submissions must be 
received by this date. They may be sent to the 
Zündfolge Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com. 
Please note this next issue is our annual 
combined issue.

October 25
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcomed. Contact the Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

November 5
Video Night—Local Racing In-Car Videos! 
Bison Creek Pizza in Burien. See article in this 
Zündfolge issue.

November 27
Deadline for the January 2008 Zündfolge 
issue, all submissions must be received by  
this date. They may be sent to the Zündfolge 
Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com. 

November 29
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcome to attend. Contact 
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting 
location.

December 27
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m.  
All members are welcomed. Contact the Club 
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

January 19
Annual Banquet and Auction, at the 
Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue. Registration 
begins in November. See article in this 
Zündfolge issue.
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This month’s cover features E36 M3s! 
“Slowcar” belongs to Club member Steve 
Lardieri. The photo was taken at the Club 
Concours which featured the E36 M3. Also 
the E36 M3 had the largest showing at the 
Club’s first M-Car Day at the end of August.
The cover photo was taken by Club member 
Jason Tang.

OCTOBER 2007

The bmw club will be hosTing an 
informal hospitality tent at Pacific  
Raceways in Kent on September 30 for 
Race Weekend #12 of the twelve-race 
ICSCC championship series.
 We anticipate over thirty BMWs 
racing this weekend in various classes 
throughout the day with the majority 
being the exciting E30 PRO3 E30 race 
cars. Admission allows for access to the 
paddock to view the race cars up close 
so be sure to stroll the grounds. Besides 
BMWs, you’ll see open-wheel formula 
cars, V-8 ground pounders and a little 
of everything else in between. All told 
there should be 150 race cars participat-
ing. The full schedule can be seen at 
www.ICSCC.com.
 In particular, class champions will be 
determined at this race, including the 
hotly contested PRO3 Championship. 
Very few points separate the top run-
ners heading into the final race. Finish-
ing results will be vital to the year-long 
competitors and their championship 
aspirations.
 This is also the third and final of 
three races at Pacific Raceways to 
comprise the PRO3 Challenge spon-
sored by WestWerks. This challenge 

IRDC Presents Race #12: 
Jay Boggs Memorial Race September 29-30

recognizes the three drivers who earn 
the most points at the three PRO3 races 
run at Pacific Raceways this year. Also, 
Toyo Tires will be awarding $500 to one 
PRO3 contestant, and CarQuest will be 
providing contingency prizes too!
 Let’s go racing!

AnoTher video nighT on Monday, 
November 5. This one is dedicated to 
watching in-car videos from some of 
our local BMW Club road racers! We 
will be back at Bison Creek Pizza in 
front of their big screen. Bison Creek 
Pizza is very car-club friendly.
 Many of the racers run video 
cameras in their cars, and this year 
they have captured some outstanding 
footage from races at Pacific Race-
ways, Portland International Race-
way, Spokane Raceway and Mission 
Raceway. We’ll watch the best five or 
six laps of each submission, with the 
driver there to provide commentary 
on what they were attempting to 
do. Sometimes they were success-
ful, sometimes not. Either way it is 
always fun to watch.
 Videos will start around 7 p.m. and 
run about two hours. Bison Creek 
Pizza will have their All You Can Eat 
Pizza and Salad Bar going that night. 
Show up early to get a good spot. 
An RSVP to me is not required, but 
would be helpful. There is no cost to 
attend this event, although you are 
on your own for food. See you there!

Lance Richert
lance@richertnet.com

425-644-8009

Video Night— 
Local Racing In-Car 
Videos! November 5

Monday, November 5
Bison Creek Pizza, Burien

Bison Creek Pizza
630 SW 153rd Street
Burien, WA 98166
206-244-8825
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BMW Club at Oktoberfest Northwest
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October 5-7

The bmw club will be back 
aT okToberfesT norThwesT 

and we hope to see you 
there! Enjoy authentic 
German cuisine and bever-
ages in the largest Oktober-

fest Festhalle Biergarten in 
Western Washington. There 
will be traditional and con-
temporary German and Ba-
varian entertainment on two 

stages all three days. There will 
also be plenty of unique and fun 

bar games such as Hammerschlagen, 
Holey Boards and Corn Hole Toss. 

Everybody twenty-one and under are 
welcome until 8 p.m.
 The overall event runs from Friday 
through Sunday, October 5–7. Admission  
is $8 with children 12 and under free and  
parking is free outside of the Blue Gate. 
For more information, overall hours of 

operation, and driving directions visit 
www.OktoberfestNW.com.
 The Club will have a display and a 
children’s activity booth inside the hall 
and I’m looking for volunteers to spend 
a couple hours at our booth. We will 
be providing activities for kids at our 
booth, including coloring and jigsaw 
puzzle solving. You will receive free 
admission to Oktoberfest NW if you can 
help in the Club’s booth. Please RSVP 
to me at Lance@Richertnet.com or call 
me at 425-443-2188 if you can help.
 Last year nearly 25,000 festival  
attendees enjoyed German music and 
dancing, arts and crafts booths, authen-
tic cuisine and family activities over the 
three days of the event. The Club hopes 
to see you there!
 Cheers,
	 Lance	Richert
	 425-443-2188

Event Hours
Friday & Saturday: 11 a.m.–Midnight
Sunday: 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

Location
Puyallup Fairgrounds



	 October	2007	 ZüNDFOLGE	 5

check your schedules 
and join The fesTiviTies 
of our annual banquet and 
charity auction scheduled for 
Saturday January 19, 2008. 
Portland, Spokane and Van-
couver, B.C. club members, 
and SIGs, are part of our 
Club’s extended family and 
we hope you’ll join us.
 We’re still working on  
program details and will pro-
vide you more information  
in the next Zündfolge issue. 
In the meantime, mark your 
calendars and register early 
to get the best deal.

DatE aND timE
The banquet will be Saturday, 
January 19, 2008.

	

Cocktails, wine and beer will 
be available at no-host bar 
until check-out.

LOcatiON
The event will be hosted at 
the Meydenbauer Center in 
Bellevue, located convenient-
ly off I-405. Accommodations 
will be available for those  
of you wishing to extend the 
festivities through the week-
end; details coming.

January 19, 2008Annual Banquet
REGistRatiON
You will be able to register 
for this event online or by 
mail. Details will be provided 
in next month’s Zündfolge.

Early Bird Registration Fee: $49*
 November 15, 2007– 
 January 3, 2008
Regular Registration Fee: $75
 January 4–12
Fashionably Late Registration 
Fee: $95
 January 12–19
 This	$95	fee	accepted	only		
	 through	the	Internet.

*Register	early	and	save	$$!
The costs associated with our 
banquet have gone up. But, 
early bird registrants can still 
attend at a very reasonable 
cost. The Club is offering 
a stipend to offset the cost 
for all early birds. Instead of 
paying the $75 registration 
price for this event, the early 
bird registration fee is only 
$49 per person. The Club will 
pick up the rest of the tab. 
Early bird registrations will 
be accepted November 15, 
2007 through January 3, 2008.

FREE PaRkiNG!
Parking at the Meydenbauer 
Center usually runs $10 per  
vehicle. But not for our  
banquet attendees! This fee 
will be covered by the Club. 

sc
HE

DU
LE

Rest assured your beautiful  
BMW will be safe and pro-
tected from the elements in 
the Meydenbauer Center’s 
covered garage.

aUctiON BENEFiciaRy
children’s Home society  
of Washington
(http://www.chs-wa.org/)

thirty sites in Washington 
State.
 The original mission was 
“to find a home for every 
child” with the founders 
placing orphaned children 
into loving homes as an 
alternative to orphanages. 
Since then and as needs of 
families and the challenges 
they face have changed, 
so has the agency’s service 
and mission. Reflecting our 
vision of “a world where all 
children thrive,” the mission 
today is to develop healthy 
children, create strong fami-
lies, build engaged communi-
ties and speak and advocate 
for children.

iN cONcLUsiON
Be a part of the festivities. 
Connect with old friends, 
meet new friends, and have 
a great time. Your registra-
tion fee includes an elegant 
dinner service and a chance 
to win one of several lovely 
door prizes. We look for-
ward to seeing you there; 
this event won’t be the same 
without you!
 Contact the banquet  
coordinator Mary Jo Stojak  
at mj@tiggrio.com or  
206-321-7783 with questions.

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908	-	124	Ave.	NE
Kirkland,	WA	98034

(Totem	Lake) 425-823-1511

OmNi
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

Their Vision: 
A world where all 
children thrive. 

Established in 1896, Chil-
dren’s Home Society of 
Washington (CHSW) is the 
largest and most endur-
ing statewide not-for-profit 
dedicated to improving the 
lives of children and families. 
Each year, Children’s Home 
Society of Washington serves 
nearly 30,000 children and 
family members at more than 

5:30	 Silent	Auctions	Begin
6:45		 Dinner	Begins
9:30	 Check-out
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MOTOR SPORTS
lar lesson. The idea is to gradually build 
up your skills as the day progresses. We 
don’t drive fast, and you won’t be abus-
ing your car, I promise.

Requirements
• You	must	be	a	Club	member.	We also 

honor PCA, BMW ACA, and BMW-
CCBC memberships.

• You	must	be	18	years	old	with	a	valid	
driver’s	license.

• Bremerton	is	a	prerequisite	for	the	
Pacific	Raceway	School. If you have 
already attended a Bremerton skills 
day in the past, it is okay to sign up 
for Pacific Raceways only.

• Tech	inspections	are	required and 
must be dated within thirty days of 
the event. The link to the tech inspec-
tion form will be included with your 
confirmation email or can also be 
downloaded from the Club driving 
school web page. A certified techni-
cian must perform these inspections. 
You may use your usual shop or see 
the Club driving school web page for 
a list of shops that have agreed to 
perform tech inspection at a special 
CCA price.

• A	Snell	2000	or	newer	rated	helmet	
is	required. If a helmet is Snell rated 
it will have a tag inside the liner 
indicating the Snell year. If you have 
a question about this, ask your equip-
ment provider. 

• Convertibles	are	not	allowed.

Your track committee looks forward to 
meeting you all and helping bring about 
a fun and rewarding experience. All you 
need to do to get the ball rolling is to fill 
out the registration form and mail it in 
with a check. It can be downloaded from 
the driving school’s web page www.
bmwpugetsound.com/driving_schools.
html. Although registration will be open 
until seven days before the event, please 
don’t delay sending in your registration. 
These schools fill very quickly!
 See you at the track.

Tom	Olsson
dec@bmwpugetsound.com	

are you curious why they call your 
car The Ultimate Driving Machine? If 
you’ve never been to a driving school, 
here’s your chance! On October 13 
we will have a Car Control Clinic in 
Bremerton. It wasn’t too long ago that 
I bought a new BMW, and the car was a 
handful. After a few interesting moments  
on freeway on-ramps, I realized that the 
car was heck of a lot faster than I was.  

www.bmwpugetsound.com

BMW CCA PSR Events:

October 
13	 Car	Control	Clinic	at	Bremerton

Other Events open to CCA Drivers:

October
12	 BSCC	Lapping	Day	in	Bremerton

13-14	 BMW	CCA	IEC	Car	school	in	Spokane

21	 PCA	School	in	Seattle

21	 BMW	CCBC	Car	Control	Clinic	at		
	 Pitt	Meadows,	BC

November
10	 ALFA	School	in	Bremerton

11	 PCA	Car	Control	Clinic	in	Bremerton

Contacts:

BMW CCA Inland Empire
	 www.iebmw.org
	 Scott	Adare:	sadare@aol.com

BMW ACA, Portland
	 www.bmwacaportland.com
	 Greg	Meythaler:	
	 greg.meythaler@intel.com

BMW Car Club of BC
	 www.bmwccbc.org
	 Rolf	Drommer:	schools@bmwccbc.org

Bremerton Sports Car Club
	 Dave	Ely:	de2mr2@msn.com

NW Alfa Club
	 www.nwalfaclub.com
	 Dave	Kingstone:	
	 dave.kingstone@baesystems.com

Porsche Club
	 www.pnwr.pca.org
	 Jana	Swan:	DriverEd@pnwr.org

2007 Driving Events 

Calendar

After a few interesting  
moments on freeway on-
ramps, I realized that the  
car was heck of a lot faster 
than I was. 

I thought about the Club driving school 
for years, and that was what finally got 
me to go. Boy am I happy I did. One 
thing I realized very quickly is that it 
doesn’t matter what kind of BMW you 
have. Whether you’ve got a Bavaria, 
an M3, or an X5, you will take away a 
completely different view on driving by 
the end of it. We have two major goals 
from this school:

1.	 Have	fun! Your face will hurt from 
the silly grin you’ve had all day, I 
promise.

2.	 Make	safer	drivers. We have a proven 
method to teach you the funda-
mentals to make you a much more 
relaxed and safer driver every day. 
You’ll wonder why you didn’t take 
this course years ago.

The school is divided into two parts— 
an evening ground school and one 
day at Bremerton learning car control. 
We start on a Wednesday evening to 
introduce everyone to the concepts  
we will be talking about out at the  
track. After that sinks in for a few days, 
we go Bremerton the next Saturday. 
This is a retired airfield, so we’ve got 
lots of pavement. We set up exercises, 
with cones, which will teach one particu-
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beloved ’95 BMW E36 M3 to the Foun-
dation. He wants the car to be raffled 
off so that we can use the proceeds to 
further the great programs and good 
works the Foundation has undertaken. 
 He is the original owner and knows 
the car inside and out. The car is in 
excellent condition and was produced 
in December 1994. Hellorot red with 
black leather Vader seats. Total mileage 
is believed to be 78,000. Please see our 
website www.bmwccafoundation.org for 
a complete list of upgrades and modifi-
cations to this car. 
 The raffle will go until December 14, 
2007 with the car being given away just 
before Christmas 2007. Ticket prices will 
be 1 for $10, 3 for $25, or 7 for $50. So 
at this year’s Oktoberfest in Fort Worth, 
Texas, we will have a booth to promote 
the Foundation which will include a very 
special Hot Rod E36 M3-with a large 
Bow on the roof. Tickets to the Founda- 
tion Fantasy raffle will be sold at the BMW  
CCA Foundation booth and on our 
website (www.bmwccafoundation.org). 
 Could this be the track car you 
never could afford? Or maybe you 
have always wanted an E36 M3, but just 
haven’t been able to find one. Well, here 
is your golden opportunity.

Your Next Track Car?
many of you know that the Tire Rack 
Street Survival program is a large focus 
of the BMW CCA Foundation. Without 
the help of the chapters, we wouldn’t 
be able to put on the Street Survival 
schools. However, it is also clear many 
of you don’t realize there is more to the 
Foundation than our on-going efforts at 
teen driver education. 
  At it’s core, the CCA Foundation  
is a charitable 501(c)3 organization— 
meaning all donations we receive 
in cash or in kind are eligible for a 
bonafide IRS tax deduction. 
 And in addition to supporting a wide 
range of vintage events, road rallies and 
related enthusiast events aimed at get-
ting the great cars of yesteryear out and 
in public view, we also have a sizable 
and growing library and archive project 
that is dedicated to preserving as well 
as making available historical BMW 
related materials of just about any kind 
relating to the marque-for both educa-
tional and enthusiast related purposes. 
 Recently, the Foundation approached 
another milestone when we received 
some very exciting news. A twelve year 
CCA member of the Bayou BMW chap-
ter, (who has asked to remain anony-
mous), wrote us with an incredible offer 
explaining he would like to donate his 
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The call came over our hand-held 
radios: just ahead in the slow lane 
was a police car backing up traffic and 
daring anyone brave enough to pass. I 
was running with the front line group, 
a lively bunch that included one black 
E34 5-series with the courage the officer 
was hoping for. Overtaking the police 
car on the left at a good BMW speed 
resulted in instant blue and red chase 
lights. “Way to take one for the team,” 
we thought. 
 A group mentality of “looking out for 
our own” had formed when we joined 
Keith Keller’s well-orchestrated motor-
cade in garlic- and Harley-loving Gilroy, 
California. The 200-plus BMWs heading 
down Highway 101 to Santa Barbara 
shared a common goal of having fun 
while reaching Bimmerfest ticket-free.
 Since Keith is a veteran organizer of 
this drive to Bimmerfest, it was another 
flawless effort. It’s something he is pas-
sionate about; he thoroughly enjoys the 
people who attend. As for that black 
5-series who passed the officer and was 
pulled over? It turned out he didn’t 
have a hand radio, so he was oblivious 
to the presence of the police force. So 
much for heroic martyrdom.
 Since this was my first year at 
an event widely heralded as North 
America’s largest BMW gathering, I 
had little knowledge of what to expect. 
Over 3,000 BMWs were to be rounded 
up and corralled at the Earl Warren 
Fairgrounds. Cam Scott and Brian Cone, 
fellow Portland BMW Club members, 
excitedly briefed me on their own 2006 
experiences. “You gotta’ go! There’s 
nothing else quite like it!” These high 
recommendations from trusted friends 
are all it took.
 My own solo journey had begun 
two days previous on I-5. Striking out 
from Portland Wednesday evening after 
work gave me two days to devour a 
thousand-mile swath of pavement in my 
trusty E46 M3. With no plans for where 
to stay and only vague ideas of which 
twisty back roads I wanted to navigate, 
it was definitely one of my more “seat 
of the pants” journeys. I was so anxious 
to keep moving that I hit the road again 
after only a four-hour midnight catnap 
at a rest area. 

 The first hint of excitement began 
at four in the morning while travel-
ing behind two semis’ on highway 199 
between Grants Pass and Crescent City. 
I followed the two behemoths down this 
extremely twisty stretch through Six 
Rivers National Forest in the pouring 
rain. Fallen rock sporadically littered 
the route, calving off from the unstable 
cliffs above. As I peered forward into 
the swath of spray to try to see what was 
going on, the truck in front of me put on 
its emergency flashers. All of a sudden, 
I hit something big, as front and rear 
left-side wheels jumped in quick succes-
sion. Luckily my factory forged 19-inch 
wheels didn’t seem to mind too much, 
and my flat tire monitor didn’t come 
on, so I knew I was safe for the time 
being. With my lesson learned, I moved 
waaaay back from the trucks.
 Daylight came, and the rain subsided. 
I meandered down the Pacific Coast 
Highway to see if I could catch up with 
a Bimmerfest-bound caravan that had 
left Seattle before me. Lady luck was 
riding shotgun as I managed to catch 
them filling up on premium fuel near 
their hotel in Arcata. Steve Larimer, 
Larry Kangley, Jason Tang, Guillaume 
Houl, Brian Cone, and Mr. and Mrs.  
Willis were happy to have another tag 
along for the journey.

Road Trip, Bimmerfest Style

 We scooted along highway 101 
with our chatter filling the handheld’s 
airwaves, most notably of pertinent 
Ka-band radar detections and potential 
police. I was filled in on the story of one 
driver’s mishap involving an unmarked 
Dodge Charger on I-5. Failing to heed 
the sighting of a uniformed officer in an 
unmarked car keeping up with them, he 
nudged his car up to triple digit speeds 
quite quickly. The ticket was written for 
a saner double digit speed, but it still 
hurts, you know?
 Gasoline prices climbed the further 
south we flew. Lunch in Mendocino 
was fresh fish and chips, and 91-octane 
at a jaw-dropping $4.44 a gallon. The 
roads were great, with beautiful scenery 

By	Ben	Sherwood
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Rising early Saturday morn-
ing, we drove into the Earl 
Warren fairgrounds where 
the cars gleamed in the salty 
coastal air. 

around, and even polite drivers letting 
our caravan by in the twisties, which 
helped offset the fuel sticker shock.
 Arriving in Santa Barbara at our 
Quality Inn-esque hotel, I shared a 
room with Brian Cone. The accommo-
dations were plumb full, and the parking 
lot contained all sorts of BMWs. That 
evening before Bimmerfest, a long line 
formed at the two lone water hoses 
as the need for a clean ride prevailed 
over relaxing by the pool. Many Griot’s 
Garage products were used to wash the 
bug-splattered cars to perfection.
 I have to admire Brian’s wife, Terry. 
They have been married for many years 
and they fully complement each other, 
having raised two terrific kids along the 
way. But to tell you the truth, I don’t 
know how she sleeps in the same room 
with him; I count myself lucky to have 
had a set of earplugs, as Brian’s snor-
ing was louder than the party going on 
upstairs. That guy can sleep!

 The Seattle group carpooled into 
town for a late lunch along the main 
drag at an Italian place notable for its 
outdoor seating and people watch-
ing. We got more than we bargained 
for, as a gang fight broke out just two 
doors down on the sidewalk. The battle 
involved a baseball bat and too many 
guys on too few. Thankfully, it ended 
peacefully when two police in a black 
unmarked car appeared out of nowhere 
with guns drawn. Even though Santa 
Barbara seems to be a clean-cut coastal 
vacation spot, Eastside versus Westside 
gang mentality caused a homicide the 
previous month on the same street 
corner. Welcome to California. What 
bothered me most about the scuffle 
was that the silver Chrysler 300’s trunk 
holding the baseball bat also held a little 
girl’s pink bicycle, complete with tassels 
on the handlebars. Bad dad.
 To me, Santa Barbara has a feel-
ing of prestige and a bit of snootiness 
in the air. All Coach, some Dolce and 
Gabbana with a little bit of Belle Gray 
thrown in for good measure. It is a 
growing town with its own share of 
problems. While perusing closeout sales 
at two shops, one of artisan spirituality, 
the other of Japanese furniture, both 
owners criticized the rising storefront 
rental rates. The Japanese storeowner 
was hoping to move off the main strip to 
somewhere prices were more like what 
he could afford. He mentioned that a 
chain store was going to move into his 
space after knocking down the wall. 
Wal-Mart?
 Have you ever lived in a college 
dorm? How about towards the end of 
finals week? Our little shanty of a hotel 
turned into one with the proliferation 
of friendly people taking in the warm 
night air with fine German beer in hand 
and getting to know fellow travelers 
from around the country. Many were 
surprised at the distance we traveled, 
as the majority of attendees were from 
California, but what about that guy from 
Florida? Or that group from Texas? We 
all had stories to share of our journey. 
Good brew, and the appreciation of the 
BMW marque, break down barriers and 
let the stories flow.
 Rising early Saturday morning, we 
drove into the Earl Warren fairgrounds 

where the cars gleamed in the salty 
coastal air. I anticipated a great day as 
BMWs streamed in and parked just far 
enough away from the other guy so as 
not to get a door ding. Unfortunately, 
confrontation was again not far away.  
As a clean white E28 5-series was back-
ing into a preferred spot, a man and his 
young daughter walking through the 
shuffling rows of cars and stepped into 
the vehicle’s intended path. A fist came 
down with force on the car’s trunk as a 
warning. The driver angrily got out, and 
the daughter hid behind her dad as they 
started arguing. The argument began to 
escalate, people around were stopping 
to watch, so I had to pacify this, pronto. 
Stepping up between the guys, I said, 
hey it’s only nine, let’s chill out, we’ve 
got the whole day ahead of us. You 
know men, they puff out their chest and 
make a scene but they don’t normally 
want a physical altercation.
 I was finally here, the main reason 
for this long and interesting journey: the 
cars, owners, vendors and presentations 

Continued	on	Page	12
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Road Trip, Bimmerfest Style

running throughout the day. The highly 
technical and always enthusiastic Steve 
Dinan was present to give a rousing 
informational session. This is the third 
time this year I’ve had the opportunity 
to attend one of his presentations, the 
first being in March at BMW Techfest 
Tacoma. I have been looking for a 
manufacturer for a bigger rear sway bar, 
and his presentation convinced me to go 
with Dinan due to their rigorous design, 
engineering, and testing efforts.
 Walking into the bright sun from 
the cool and dark presentation hall, I 
was struck by a captivating landscape 
of shiny chrome, multi-pistoned red 
brake calipers, cross-drilled rotors, short 
shift kits, mammoth wheels, aftermar-
ket lighting, thumping bass, adjustable 
suspension, chip tuners, and cat-back 
exhaust systems. Vendors of all sorts 
dotted the arena with outdoor tents and 
indoor booths. Cars were decked out 
with the goods for showcasing. My fa-
vorite live performance was a set of du-
eling coupes with aftermarket exhaust 
—an E36 M3 versus a snarling and not 

to be outdone E39 M5. Cam Scott had 
his German police-car-inspired X3 at 
the Polizei Clothing tent where he even 
managed to pose two models hand-
cuffed to his bumper. Have you seen 
his car? Complete with multiple closed-
circuit cameras able to record directly 
to DVD, strobe lights, siren, megaphone, 
satellite navigation, German officer’s 
cap and Gomer Pyle police badge. That 
big kid truly puts more smiles on faces 
than anyone I know.
 Among the non-vendor attendees, 
there were many examples of original 
vehicles as well as tasteful and not-so-
tasteful modifications. A California car 
customizer, LC Designs, arrived in style 
along with his wife in a fuchsia pink 
7-series complete with 24-inch wheels. 
Matching interior trim, hydraulics, the 
standard LCD video screens in the 
headrests as well as two in the lid of the 
trunk, all wired for sound and games. 
The designer explained the reason for 
such a far-reaching customization job 
was to display what could be done, and 

what he could do to make your car 
stand out from the crowd.
 Another creative owner of an E36 
coupe, trailered in from Las Vegas, was 
here mainly to support his fiancé. She 
was an aspiring model hoping to be no-
ticed by an automobile magazine for a 
potential photo shoot. A crowd spotted 
her and was gathering to take pictures. 
As for the car, the interior was pimped 
out in beige Coach fabric while the 
exterior sported gull wing doors, rear 
diffuser and chromed wheels among 
other touches.

Continued	from	Page	9
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 As with many car shows, and BMWs 
are no exception, there was a fair 
amount of short skirts, high heels and 
low cut tops. Cigarette-smoking teenag-
ers with Flock of Seagulls hair teemed 
around their turbocharged Sparco-
seated Valentine-1-equipped rides. 
Being 31 years of age, I felt I was part 
of the older crowd. But age really does 
not mean anything when someone’s 
passion is at the heart of the matter. This 
passion morphed into tire squealing at 
the day’s end as some attendees left the 
fair ground with displays of enthusiasm. 
Police were present with officers on the 
adjoining freeway enforcing the laws as 
well as up in the sky in a helicopter.
 The following day, Jason in his 
Porsche and I in my M3 headed for 
home choosing the quickest route pos-
sible while attempting to resist the call 
of the scenic side roads. North of Paso 
Robles, we succumbed to the promise 
of isolation and driving enjoyment as 
we peeled off 101. Making our way 
to Coalinga on a fantastically straight 
highway, we felt oil rich, driving through 
those thousands upon thousands of oil 
wells as we put the pedal down to see 
how quickly we could push the wind out 
of our way. Nudging up to the factory 
enforced speed limiter, I pressed on 
as I exceeded what should have been 
possible and then only letting up due to 
an impending curve off in the distance. 
Jason didn’t push as hard. Talking later, 
he said he saw a prison fly by which 
knocked some sense into at least one  
of us.
 We stopped for some much needed 
petrol in Coalinga (hey, it’s freshest 
there at the source, right?) and a couple 
of burritos at a local hole in the wall. 
Jason ordered the chicken, and I the 
beef tongue, heaped with crisp cilantro, 
tomatoes and beans in freshly made 
tortillas. Oh my wonderful God, if those 
truly weren’t the best burritos we ever 
had. What an outstanding meal for an 
unforgettable trip.

Ben	Sherwood	resides	in	Portland	where	
the	most	trouble	he	gets	into	with	the	law	
involves	not	having	a	front	license	plate	
on	any	of	his	cars.

a few fellow converTible owners 
have discussed the idea of starting up 
a SIG (special interest group) for our 
topless Bimmers. How many of you out 
there would be interested? You may 
have noticed there is a SIG for most  
Series of BMW. Why not a SIG for 
BMW convertibles? SIGs hold many  
of the same type of events the Club 
does. Such as: show and shine, tours, 
tech sessions, picnics and other types of 
social events. There is also a monetary 
stipend available from the Club for 

SIG  HAPPENINGS
BmW 

sPEciaL 

iNtEREst 

GROUPs

Calling All Convertible Owners!
published and approved events. So, let’s 
get together soon.
 Contact Mike Ellis “Topless Red” at 
ss337@comcast.net.       
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Jim Patterson, a fellow Mcoupe owner, 
was one of this year’s banquet auction 
winners and had his fun driving my ’57 
Bel Air at “Bimmers at the Strip” night, 
August 15th.  He had never drag raced, 
but did admit to some street racing in 
a ’55 Chevy he owned in his younger 
days.  The evening was almost perfect, 
with temps in the low 80s, but quickly 
cooling off as the sun set.  This was much 
cooler than the 100 degree day last 
month when the other auction winner, 
Bill Huennekens, drove the car to a nice 
12.50 ET.  With the cooler evening, I was 
hoping Jim could pull some quicker ETs; 
he did not disappoint.   
 I gave Jim a short lesson on how to 
use the “Line-Lock” that holds front 

Auction Winner Goes 12.19 Seconds  
at 110+ mph!
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brake line pressure for warming up the 
rear tires. I also told him how to stage 
the car, first lighting the little yellow 
“pre-stage” light, then the “staged” light.  
No shifting was required as the shifter 
was left in D; all he had to do was stab it 
and GO!
 Well, Jim was a quick study.  On his 
second pass with his wife, Patte, cheer-
ing him on, he clicked off the evening’s 
best with a very stout 12.19 seconds at 
just under 111 mph!  His “short-time” 
(60-foot ET) was 1.68 seconds, only 
six-hundreths slower than the car’s 
best.  I even saw the front left tire do its 
6" hop off the ground, which it usually 
does on a good launch.  Less than two 
tenths from an 11-second pass … and 
that’s leaving the shifter in D.  (Note: 
Shifting manually, the car’s best is 11.78 
seconds at 114 mph.)  He made five 
passes that evening, with a bigger smile 
after each one!
 I must thank both Jim and Bill for 
their very generous donations at this 
past January’s club banquet, with the 
proceeds benefiting the Medic One 
Foundation.  I hope they at least got 
some of their money’s worth.  I know 
one thing for sure . . . they both had 
some major FUN! 

Doug	Mill

“Smokin’ Jim” . . . warming up the hides!          Jim Patterson and Doug Mill’s “Sleeper” 
1957 Bel Air.

Jim . . . ready to attack another low-12 
second pass.

Doug Mill (right) and Alan James (left) 
enjoying Jim’s fun.

Ph
ot

o	
by

	D
ou

g	
M

ill
.

Ph
ot

o	
by

	P
at

te
	P

at
te

rs
on

.

Ph
ot

o	
by

	M
ic

he
lle

	M
ill

er
.

Ph
ot

o	
by

	P
at

te
	P

at
te

rs
on

.

Proof—Jim’s quickest pass is recorded!
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23 years of BMW experience

Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049
www.airimportrepairs.com

8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA

championship Update
I’m just back from the Labor Day Week-
end double race in Mission BC. Two 
more races remain in the 2007 season. 
The next one is in Portland, and it will be 
in the books by the time you read this. 
The season finale at Pacific Raceways is 
September 30, and you’ll probably read 
this in time to come out to the track and 
see first hand which of the contenders for 
the PRO3 championship takes home the 
championship jacket. 
 Jeff Van Lierop picked up two first 
place finishes and two pole-position 
bonuses at the double race in Mission 
and has now pulled ahead of Ken Hill 
in points. Ken is second in points, having 
had some suspension trouble in Mission 
that caused him to finish fifth in both 
races, rather than his usual podium fin-
ishes. Bill Spornitz is third in points, and 
with a second and a third place finish 
in Mission, he gained a bit on Ken. An 
unofficial tally has Jeff with 181 points, 
Ken with 164, and Bill with 140. Jeff is in 
a good position, but if he doesn’t finish 
one of the last two races, Ken is right 
back in the hunt.

Random thoughts
Thirty drivers have garnered champion-
ship points in the PRO3 class so far this 
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season, driving twenty-four separate 
PRO3 cars. In 2006, twenty-three drivers 
earned points in eighteen cars. Hence 
drivers are up thirty percent this year; 
cars are up thirty-three percent. At 
this growth rate, in five years there will 
be one-hundred and eleven drivers in 
eighty-nine cars. That seems unlikely to 
be the case of course, but it brings up 
the question of what are the limits of 
growth in PRO3. There seems to be an 
ample supply of skilled drivers by virtue 
of the local car clubs’ Driver Education 
programs. Donor cars are plentiful, and 
with every new car built, the pool of 
knowledgeable people ready to help out 
expands. I suspect the real limit is the 
number of people who see racing as ac-
cessible. It’s closer than you might think 
—talk to one of us. 
 In the movie “Cars,” Lightning Mc-
Queen is given the advice that “there’s 
a whole lot more to racing than just 
winning.” That was evident this past 
race weekend when Jeff’s radiator failed 
and he didn’t have a spare. But Ken had 
a spare, and willingly shared it with his 
rival in the championship battle. Jeff 
certainly would have done the same if 
the roles had been reversed. Offering 
parts, tools, expertise, help, and moral 

The PRO3 Line
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support to one’s competitor is the norm 
in this crowd—it happens every race. 
 At the June Mission race, Greg Miller 
overheard a race worker lamenting 
the high price of wine in Canada. So 
he organized the first annual Mission 
Winelift, wherein the PRO3 drivers 
procured wine at modest-by-comparison 
US prices and delivered it as a gift to 
the race workers. It was not a logistical 
feat on the scale of the Berlin Airlift, 
but the workers were quite surprised 
and pleased. We cannot do enough for 
the folks in white who keep us safe.

sponsors Update
Toyo manufactures the spec tire for 
PRO3. Based on the number of entries 
in each race, Toyo makes available a 
certain number of Toyo Bucks. At each 
race, a drawing is held to see which 
driver wins the Toyo Bucks for that race. 
As of this writing, $2,400 in Toyo Bucks 
have been won.
 The September 30 race will see the 
final results in the WestWerks PRO3 
Challenge. WestWerks will award cash 
prizes to the top three points earners 
in PRO3 races at Pacific Raceways this 
year. CarQuest will again donate prizes 
for drivers.

Bob	Mearns

Bill Spornitz Jeff Van Lierop Ken Hill



2008 BMW PRO3  
Racing Calendars
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for The second year in a row, we will be printing photo-
calendars capturing the excitement of PRO3 racing. For 
a reminder of the 2007 calendar, go to the Club’s website 
bulletin board (http://www.bmwpugetsound.com/vbb/index.
php) and search on “2007 
motorsports calendar.” This 
year the competition has 
grown almost exponentially 
with more cars, more driv-
ers and more action, so the 
2008 calendar promises to 
be even better. PRO3 is a 
class of racecars within the 
International Conference of 
Sports Car Clubs (ICSCC 
or “Conference”) featuring 
BMW E30s prepared to the 
same spec. All proceeds from 
the calendar sales go to the 
2008 banquet charity recipient. Last year, the calendar sold 
out rather quickly, so look for ordering details  
in next month’s Zündfolge.

Walt	Conley	
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of all The bmws i have owned, 
including the current ones, my little E28 
535is is my favorite. This car never ceas-
es to amaze and delight me. I have been 
looking at modifications and I think the 
next one needs to be turbo charging the 
little fella.
 So far the following modifications 
have been completed:
• Short shift kit (great mod, no more 

rowing and much faster shifting).
•  Braided steel brake lines (makes  

the pedal feel much firmer).
•  Slotted rotors (less dust, better  

cooling).
•  Dinan chip (well worth the money  

on this car).
•  Custom-built cat-back exhaust  

system (great sound, more power).

•  3.73 limited slip diff (kick-butt 
 bottom end power).
•  K&N air system (the jury is still 
 out on this one).
•  Sachs clutch (takes more abuse).
•  Hella H4 headlights 60/100 (great 

lights on the twisties).
•  E32 control arms and bushings  

(less front end shimmy headaches).
•  Heavy duty radiator (no cooling  

issues, period).
•  16" wheels with low profile Toyo 

Proxes4 rubber (love these tires).
•  Sony MP3 head unit with 15" Kicker 

in the trunk (good tunes).

You can see why I love to drive this 
car; it is just a pure joy. I do however 
crave more horsepower. I guess I could 
go the Hartge or Dinan rebuild route 
but I need to put my daughter through 
college and I have grown accustomed to 
having two kidneys, so I am looking for 
something a little more cost effective.
 I have read I can get about forty 
more horsepower by turbo charging and 
that the turbo from an older Euro 735 
can be retrofitted to the E28 535. You 
can actually pick these up on eBay for 

�������
������������

E28 Dreams

$600 to $1,000 and then hit the Internet 
for retrofitting information.
 This appeals to me with the excep-
tion of durability. The older turbo 
systems were not as advanced or robust 
as today’s systems. Also, the E28 M30 
motor was not designed to take the 
kind of pressure a turbo can deal out. 
So there are obviously some hurdles to 
overcome. However, if I was to keep the 
boost down to a tame six to eight PSI, 
I think I would be all right. If I needed 
more boost than that, I would have to 
do some throttle body and head modifi-
cations or suffer the consequences.
 Anyway these are some ideas I have 
been kicking around. If I figure this out 
I will let you know. I am sure there are 
some gear heads reading this that have 
already done this and could sort me out 
on any number of issues. If you are one 
of those people drop me a line and let 
me know.
 Meanwhile, I will continue to have 
sweet E28 dreams. Maybe one of them 
will come true.

Dave	Cook
davecook@liv2drv.net

www.liv2drv.net
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GrioT’s GaraGe was our 
gracious host for the BMW 
Club’s first M-Car Day. Nine-
ty-two M Cars descended on 
the Griot’s Garage headquar-
ters in Fife for a day of social-
izing, BBQ lunch and touring.  
In total, 92 M Cars were on 
hand for this first event.   
 Almost all of the M Cars 
were represented, from 
an early gray market 1985 
M535i up to the latest E60 
M5 and E85 Z4 M Roadster!  
M Cars Seattle was on hand 
to administer an M Trivia 
Contest. The best score out 
of twenty would win, and the 
winner was JR Nagy from 
Auburn with a score of nine-
teen. JR won a beautiful $250 

M-Car Day Equals M Fun!

m cars at m-car Day 2007

model years cars

E12	M535i	 1985	 2

E24	M6	 1988-1989	 2

E26	M1	 1978-1981	 0

E28	M5	 1988	 4

E30	M3		 1988-1991	 12

E34	M5	 1991-1993	 3

E36	M3	 1995-1999	 22

E39	M5	 1999-2003	 7

E46	M3	 2001-2005	 16

E60	M5	 2006-current	 1

E63	M6	 2007-current	 0

E36/7	Z3	M	roadsters	and	coupes	 1998-2002	 21

E85	Z4	M	roadsters	and	coupes	 2006-current	 2

 TOTAL: 92

M Watch donated by M Cars 
Seattle.
 Griot’s Garage provided 
additional raffle prizes for:

Youngest	Owner 
Chris Lazarov,  
E30 M3 (21 years old)

Oldest	Owner	 
Walt Petersen, E36 M3 
(around 69 years old)

Highest	Mileage 
Eric Miller,  
E28 M5, 276k miles

Furthest	Traveled 
Rob Ferraro,  
E36 M3, Bay City Oregon

Additional raffle prizes were 
provided by James Clay from 
Bimmerworld.
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Parts for sale
Alpina	Wheels: Originals and replicas for sale, 
15 & 16 inch. Available for E10 2002, E21 330i, 
323i, 316, E3 2500, Bavarias, 2800, E9 2500cs, 
2800cs, 3.0cs, E12 5 series, E23 7 series, E24 6 
series, and E28 5 series. Call 503-597-0310 
or fillthegap@mac.com. 

Finned	Differential	Cover: Vintage finned dif-
ferential cover for E21 and 2002s. Great shape, 
call 503-597-0310 or fillthegap@mac.com. 

Oberg	Remote	oil	filter:  Model 600 Tattletail. 
Used but in excellent condition. $75 obo. 
Contact Nick at clipper123pa@earthlink or  
360-825-0720. 

Five	17"	Staggered	Style	32,	BMW	Wheels: 
Five Style 32 wheels from a 2001 540ia Sport. 
Four wheels have a refinished clear coat and 
the fifth wheel (bright finish) is for a spare.  
The four staggered wheels are in excellent 
condition and the fifth wheel (spare) is in perfect 
condition. $800 OBO. Please contact Tom at 
253-468-6050 or tdfarel@aol.com.

BmWs for sale
1988	M6	Coupe: Black with gray leather, 
47,000 original miles, excellent condition, 
upgrades include Dinan chip, K&N filter, BMW 
740 wheels & tires, RD Stage 1 suspension with 
Bilstein shocks, struts and springs, RD strut 
tower brace, Sony CD, Clifford alarm with 
remote locking, car cover, seat vests, bra. Major 
tune-up at 47,000 including all filters, fluids, 
ignition wires and belts replaced; full service 
records available. $31,500. Contact John Walsh 
at 253-279-1112 or email at johnwalsh@
nventure.com, pictures available on request.

1988	M3: White with black interior, 232,000 
miles, body & paint are in great condition, all 
panels are original and straight, no accidents.  
S14 engine just rebuilt to 2.3L spec. and runs 
strong. Car is set up for track days and 
autocrossing, but is still street legal. Matter-
style welded half cage, with no rear seat.  
Supersprint DTM-style exhaust with center 
resonator (no cat). Car has been stored since 
2005, current Oregon registration until 2009. 
Comes with two sets of wheels and extra tires. 
$11,500. Call Jon at 541-484-1781 or email  
at jkwcpamp29@aol.com. Internet pictures 
available on request.

1986	635CSI: Five speed stick. Daily driver. 
$3,200. Contact Harold Hutchins at 360-886-
7038 or hhutch1234@yahoo.com.

1972	2002: Four speed stick. Runs and drives, 
but needs restoring. $1,100. Contact Harold 
Hutchins at hhutch1234@yahoo.com or  
360-886-7038. 
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Oct. 9: Nov./Dec. Issue
Nov. 27: Jan. 2008 Issue

classified advertising Policy: Classi-
fied ads are free to current members. 
Zündfolge staff reserves the right to 
edit all classified ads. Ads must be 
typed and emailed to Lucetta Lightfoot 
at lucettalightfoot@msn.com or sent to  
Zündfolge, c/o Lucetta Lightfoot, P.O.Box 
99391, Seattle, WA 98139. all ads must be 
submitted for EacH publication.
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Four	OEM	Rotors	from	E39	540ia	Sport:  
I have four OEM rotors from our 2001 540ia 
Sport. All rotors have 7,000 miles of wear. $400 
OBO. Please contact Tom at 253-468-6050 or 
tdfarel@aol.com.

Four	BMW	alloy	wheels	16": Style 45 from an 
E46 3 series. Should fit many 3 series from 
1993–current. Available with or without Blizzak 
tires 205/55/16 (excellent tread remains). Best 
offer. Contact Bob at bobpressprich@hotmail.
com or 541-419-0435.

miscellaneous
Tow	Dolly: With straps and additional lights 
which attach to the rear of the towed vehicle. 
$400. Contact Harold Hutchins at 360-886-7038 
or hhutch1234@yahoo.com.

Puget	Sound	Region	Club	logo	shirts	for	
sale: Adult sizes. Short and long sleeve T-shirts 
in white and light grey, grey sweatshirts, and 
beautiful embroidered Land’s End collared shirts 
available. Contact Lance Richert for details and 
pricing at Lance@Richertnet.com.








