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February 28, Wednesday 
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ON THE COVER 
The BMW i8 Roadster has come  
to life and it is a beauty. See  
photos of the production model  
in this issue.

BMW Press

President’s Column

GreetinGs PuGet sound ChaPter 
BMW CCa Citizens and haPPy 
neW year! Yes, I am back as chapter 
President and ready to get to work. It is 
a position that is important to the Club 
as it sets tone and direction. As many of 
you have noticed, the website has un-
dergone a couple of iterations. However, 
under the steady hand of our webmaster 
Evan Kohout, the website is now func-
tional and much improved. You will also 
have noticed the Club Facebook page 
that is managed by Christian Bouchez, 
our photograph and Instagram manager. 
Are you getting the hint that we want 

the Club to much more electronic. That 
is to say we do not want to solely rely  
on the printed Zündfolge as a method 
to disseminate information regarding 
current and upcoming events. 
 I encourage you to sign up for the 
Club Facebook page. There, you will 
be able to ask questions, post events 
and items that you find interesting, and 
check to see what upcoming events are 
occurring. We understand that not all of 
you want to have a Facebook account.  
So, we will be using the Around The 
Sound to send emails to you with 
pertinent information. However, this 
requires that you make sure we have the 
email address to which the ATS will be 
sent. This can only be updated through 
bmwcca.org, and then accessing your 
account to make the changes. Also, if 
you have an Instagram account, follow 
the Club via Christian Bouchez’s really 
amazing photography. With all of the 
doom and gloom in today’s news, look-
ing at really cool photographs of cars, 
especially BMWs, is a welcome relief.
 “All good things which exist are the 
fruits of originality.” (John Stuart Mills 
On Liberty 1859). In this issue of the 
Zündfolge, we have an original article 
by Andy Wiest, a member who I asked 

to write about his track experience. We 
have Evan Kohout, our webmaster, 
making some innovative changes to the 
website. Christian Bouchez contributes 
original photographs to Instagram and 
to the website. Are you getting the 
trend? I want you to send us articles 
about your experiences in the Club. 
They can be road trips, car repairs, car 
modifications; all manner of things 
BMW will be welcome. I would like you 
to help out with our events. It takes a 
village to make all this work. 
 I would like to thank Past President 
Ed Walker for his leadership last year 
and Vice President Cheuk-Hung Ng 
with membership organization. Not 
only was he the President, but he also 
directed the tours program. He might 
have stepped away from the helm, but 
he will still be an active member. Thank 
you Ed!
 So, start thinking about the 2018 
BMW season. We have a good lineup  
of events planned for year. Contact me 
at slibby57@gmail.com for comments, 
suggestions, and questions.
 See you out there,

Steve Libby, President, Senior Instructor,  
Driving Events Coordinator

Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA

 

BMW Cars & Coffee, Coming to your Neighborhood in 2018!
eaCh seCond saturday MorninG in 2018, the Puget Sound Chapter 
will be hosting a Cars & Coffee event in different areas each month 
around the Sound. Bring out your Bimmer and grab some coffee, catch up 
with friends, do some bench racing and enjoy an hour or two with fellow 
Club members.
  The Club is sponsoring the event and buying the first round (of coffee 
that is) for the first ten Club members that show up. We also have a few 
grill badges we are giving away (while supplies last).
 Stay tuned to the ATS newsletter and our new website for updates and 
more details such as locations and times. Hope to see you and your car out 
to this and many other great social events we have planned for 2018!
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May: Our first HPDE and CCC day 
will be on May 11. On May 27, the 
annual Burgers and BMWs will be 
held at the Triple XXX Drive-in. Last 
year, we had over 200 BMWs parked 
around the lot! Don’t miss this event.

June: Our second HPDE and CCC day  
will be on June 8 at Pacific Raceways. 
On June 24, the now world famous 
E30 Picnic will be held at the LeMay 
Marymount location. The annual 
Dyno Day at Carb Connection will 
be held, but the exact day has not 
been firmed up yet; watch for ATS 
announcements. 

July: You must attend the SOVERN 
races over the July 4th weekend and 
watch some great wheel-to-wheel 
racing. On July 13, come out to Pa-
cific Raceways for HPDE and CCC! 
Watch for announcements about 
Renton River Days on July 21-23 for 
a possible BMW car show.

2018 Events
your PuGet sound ChaPter BMW  
CCa Board has been organizing a 
good bit of activities for you in 2018. 
The track events are noted in the 
Motorsport Column. I have listed 
by month the events planned for the 
coming year. 

January: A Saturday morning tech 
session for women and couples to be 
held at Eastside Bavarian. Watch for 
ATS announcements for the time.

February: The annual track and safety 
tech session at 425 Motorsports will 
be on February 24 from 9:30 am to 
noon. Jeff Butler and I will talk about 
the track program and introduce 
other BMW-related activities. The 
crew at 425 Motorsports will assist 
with helmet fitting and will offer 
discounts to participants.

March: Watch for ATS announcements.

April: Watch for ATS announcements.

August: Our final track day at Pacific 
Raceways is August 24. Driving fast, 
you can make the Monterey Week-
end on August 24-26 to see really 
beautiful cars.

September: September 15 will be the 
M Car Day at Griot’s Garage in Ta-
coma. If you have not seen a parking 
lot full of M Cars, you need to attend 
this event. A week later, we will be 
going back to Palisade Restaurant for 
our late summer car show. 

October–December: Well, the rains 
return and the BMWs are put to bed 
for the season. 

 Watch for ATS announcements  
every other week for current and  
new events. See you out there!

Steve Libby  
Driving Events Coordinator  

Senior Instructor 
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PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

This is the Focke Wulf powered by a BMW radial engine. 

Tour of the  
Flying Heritage Collection
on noveMBer 11, veterans’ day, about 75 chapter members  
visited the Flying Heritage & Combat Armor Museum at 
Paine Field. This is Paul Allen’s collection of airplanes, tanks, 
rockets and all kinds of other crazy stuff. The collection has 
grown to two buildings and there are plans for a third.
 The star of the show for us Bimmer fans was the Collection’s  
Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A-5, powered by a BMW 801 D-2 air-cooled,  
14-cylinder radial engine. The engine is operable and the plane  
is flown in good weather.
 If you’re thinking to yourself that you don’t remember 
reading anything about this event in Zündfolge, you’re right. 
It was put together on short notice and filled via Around the 
Sound email blasts. If you don’t receive these emails, you need 
to update your membership profile with BMW CCA national. 
They supply us with membership data, including the email  
addresses we use. More and more, our communication of 
events is electronic, so you should supply your email address 
so you won’t miss out on great events like this one. 
 The collection is constantly growing, so we’ll probably 
return in four to five years. In the meantime, if you want to 
see a BMW airplane engine and a bunch of cool stuff, make it 
a point to visit during our long winter. Or visit the museum’s 
website, which has a video of the plane the German’s called 
the ‘Butcher Bird,’ flying peacefully. David Lightfoot

A very knowledgeable docent explains the finer points. 
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MOTOR SPORTS

Track Daze by Andy Wiest 
Puget Sound BMW CCA member

Pardon the title Pun, but planning 
for and participating in your first BMW 
High Performance Driving Education 
(HPDE) event can be daunting. Hope-
fully this article will help you confidently  
participate in one. The cost, taking time 
off from work, and shopping for a helmet  
can feel intimidating. 
 I did my first HPDE season in 2017. 
I don’t have any car guy stuff in my 
background prior to about 2012, either 
wrenching or pushing cars to their limits, 
so this was all new to me. I had a 2008 
335i E93 but it was a convertible. BMW 
CCA regulations stipulate that no con-
vertibles are allowed at HPDE events, 
so I shopped around for a coupe that 
would work well on the track. I ended 
up with a nicely used 135i E82 (which 
my wife found for me, but that’s another 
story). And to dispel any rumors, no 
your car doesn’t have to be a BMW. It 
should also be noted that people come 
from all walks of life to participate in 
HPDEs with many types of cars, from 
2002s to E30s to the latest M4s. Don’t 
let what you think others might think 
about your car stop you! I found the 
HPDE/CCC community to be very 

welcoming, no matter what your car or 
status in life. It is definitely not elitist.
 First, the prep work. BMW CCA does  
a good job of setting up reasonable 
requirements for participating in an 
HPDE, primarily for safety reasons, but 
also so that you, the participant, can feel 
comfortable and confident on your first 
outing. You will need a SNELL certified 
helmet. (Get a 2015 version; they are 
only certified for ten years.) Costs vary 
from $300 to over $1,000. You might 
also borrow one from a friendly BMW 
CCA member if you aren’t sure you 
want to do more than one event. You 

will need a track inspection by a certified  
mechanic (I took mine to BMW of 
Seattle). The form can be found on the 
Puget Sound BMW CCA website. 
 I recommend you go to the tech session  
that the Club puts on in the spring hosted  
by 425 Motorsports in Bellevue. Last 
spring Steve Libby and Jeff Butler had a  
video, a presentation, and a Q&A session  
that outlined what HPDE events are all 
about. You also get to chat with HPDE 
veterans and instructors. The event is 
free, and 425 offers a discount on items 
in the store or those ordered. I got a 
good deal on some gloves (not required 
for HPDE but good to have). Most 
importantly, you can try on a variety of 
helmets, something that you can’t do 
online. The folks at 425 are very helpful 
and knowledgeable. 
 You’ll also be advised to do online 
courses, which I found to be worthwhile.  
I did the Performance Driving 101 
course from Speedsecrets.com. It helped 
me understand the terminology and 
physics of performance driving. This 
course is the product of Ross Bentley, 
our homegrown driving guru. The next 
required step will be participation in a 
Car Control Clinic (CCC) if you have no  
track experience. These are great events 
on their own to help you understand how  
your car behaves at the limits in a safe 
environment, with a trained instruc-
tor in the passenger seat monitoring 

By the tiMe you are readinG this, it will be 2018 and the beginning of a 
new track season! See the sidebar with the track days for Pacific Raceways 
and The Ridge Motorsport Complex. All days at Pacific are on Fridays and the 
last day, September 23 will be on a Sunday. Oye, May 11 seems like a million 
days away for the speedy 318is TRAKCAR to be back on track! Watch for 
more announcements via Around the Sound and the new, overhauled website.
 I could tell you how much fun Car Control Clinics (CCC) or High Perfor-
mance Driving Education (HPDE) events are. However, I asked Andy Wiest 
(who has clearly been bitten by the driving bug) to share his story. Andy first 
attended the 425 Motorsport driving introduction event last spring. He then 
attended a CCC and all of the remaining HPDE events. So, rather than me 
telling you how much fun it is, read Andy’s version below.
 Start thinking about the 2018 driving season. Watch for ATS announcements  
for the 425 Motorsport event on February 24, a Saturday morning! 
 See you on the track.

Steve Libby, Driving Events Coordinator
Senior Instructor, President

Andy Wiest having fun in his 1 Series at Pacific Raceways.
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and guiding you. Participating in a Car 
Control Clinic will improve your level of 
knowledge and understanding of driving 
dynamics, period. 
 A final note on insurance; most  
insurance companies do not cover HPDE  
events. While the risk of a wreck during 
an HPDE is very low, I personally felt 
more comfortable getting supplemental 
insurance. Links to the Lockton Insur-
ance website are available through the 
MotorsportsReg site when you sign 
up for the event. Lockton Insurance is 
sanctioned by BMW CCA. 
 So, my big day arrived last June. I had 
the helmet, I had gloves (not required, 
but really cool), I had my inspection 
sheet, and I had completed the CCC 
the month before. I was ready to start 
learning at the novice level. This attitude 
is key; the HPDE is not a race school. 
It is not a time trial. It is an educational 
experience that is also great fun. If you 
approach it with the right attitude and 
the respect for your car that the CCC 
hopefully taught you, I guarantee you 
will have a great experience. If you think 
you know everything now, try to impress 
your instructor, try to go to limits like 
you did in the CCC, you will be spend-
ing a lot of time in the paddock talking 
to your instructor. 
 I arrived early (always arrive early), 
gave Dana Lantz my inspection sheet 
and got my wrist band for the track and 
my lunch tickets, the schedule for the 
day (which you also probably received 
via email the week before), and found a 
parking spot. Other drivers were there 
and were open to answering questions. 
There are four classes of HPDE drivers, 
based on experience and ability; A is 
the instructor level, D is for novices, like 
me. The classes are chosen by the BMW 
CCA instructors, not self-selected, so it  
adds a safety margin to the fun. You then  
must go to a driver’s meeting given by 
Steve Libby, the Club chief cheerleader. 
The meeting covers important informa-
tion on driver courtesy, course etiquette, 
let-by zones, what the flags mean, and 
safety protocols. After this, you should 

start getting ready for your first session. 
There are 16 sessions per day (20 minutes 
each). It will be a repeating order like B, 
C, D A, for each session. Keep track of 
the time and be ready 15 minutes early 
as your instructor may wish to talk to 
you before you head out. 
 Speaking of being ready, make sure 
you have a torque wrench and a tire 
pump (there are inexpensive versions of 
each available), or borrow them. Expect 
to check your lug torques before each 
session and, on your instructor’s advice, 
let a few pounds of air out of your tires 
(they heat up on track). If you plan 
on driving at the track more, I suggest 
making a track box, a plastic box to hold 
stuff like window cleaner, towels, torque 
wrench, and extra oil all neatly organized. 
 My instructor was Larry. He was 
very friendly and also happened to 
have experience in a 135i so was able 
to give me personal advice. Try not to 
be nervous and listen carefully to what 
your instructor tells you. If you think 
about it, these are pretty brave people 
getting in a stranger’s car and heading 
out on a track to go 100+ mph. Respect 
their input and ask a lot of questions. I 
promise they will help you out. 
 One thing you should definitely take 
advantage of, if offered, is to ride in an 
instructor’s car. It is eye opening to see 
how these cars can be taken safely to 
limits (as well as humbling to see how 
far you have to go but in a good way). 
My ride in Larry’s M4 was awesome. 
After each session there is typically a 
class debrief where the instructors for 
each run group go over the intricacies 
of the track, corners, and answer driver 
questions. At the end of the day, thank 
your instructor, thank Dana, and clean 
up your area. Finally, and I cannot stress 
this enough, don’t drive home like you 
drove on the track! Trust me it’s tempting  
to do so.
 Hopefully this article gives you some 
first-hand experience to encourage you 
to do an HPDE this year. It’s fun and 
the instructors’ and drivers’ community  
are awesome. In the end, the cost is not  

exorbitant and the requirements are 
reasonable. For reference, I also par-
ticipated in an SCCA Track Night in 
America event last year, and while it 
was less expensive, there are fewer bar-
riers to entry (no instructor in the car, 
self-selection to your class, and self-
certification of your car). I felt much less 
confident in the drivers around me at 
the SCCA event than the HPDE. To be 
clear, both types of events are safe and 
fun, I just prefer the BMW CCA HPDE 
structure. Hope to see you out there at 
the May 11 event at Pacific Raceways. 
I have the black 135i with number 127. 
Stop by and say “Hi” or borrow a  
torque wrench!

 

Track Days  
for 2018
Get ready for the 2018 HPDE and 
CCC season! Our first event is a 
ways off, but you can start day-
dreaming now of flying into Turn 1.

Pacific Raceways
May 11
June 8
July 13 
August 14 

The Ridge Motorsports Park
September 23

Each of the days at Pacific will 
be on a Friday and will include a 
Car Control Clinic. The one day 
at The Ridge Motorsports Park in 
Shelton will be a Sunday. Unfor-
tunately, the current configuration 
of the paddock is not conducive to 
holding a car control clinic concur-
rently with the HPDE. 
 Start thinking about driving!

Steve Libby
Driving Events Coordinator
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the M2 has Been the Most hyPed 
Car in reCent BMW history. Most 
enthusiast magazines and websites have 
said this is the best M Car that BMW 
offers. Most also compare it to the  
E46 M3, seen as the ideal size for a 
performance car. 
 Early reviews claimed this was  
like the second coming of the E30 M3 
and the return of BMW performance 
greatness. The reviews were so favorable 
that worldwide demand overwhelmed 
BMW’s ability to produce the car. Wait 
times for early orders were typically two 
years. That’s how long I waited for mine.
 Now that the enthusiast press has 
moved on to the next bright shiny object,  
the question is, “Is the M2 as good as the 
reviews said?” 
 The short answer, in my view, is no. 
It is a really good car but it is flawed in 
many ways and certainly could be better.  
Here’s my critique of the car after living 
with it for over a year.

Power and Weight
While the M2 is smaller in size than the 
M3 and M4, it is only about 100 pounds 
lighter. It is far too heavy at 3,450 pounds  
but it is hard to build a light car these 
days. Plus, most of the main components 
are taken directly from the M3/M4, so 
it’s no wonder it weighs almost as much. 
 Unfortunately, the engine doesn’t come  
straight from the M3/M4, so the M2 has 
‘only’ 365 horsepower compared to 425 
horsepower in the M3/M4. I believe this 
is a marketing choice. BMW wants the 
M2 to be slower than its big brothers so 
that those paying the extra $20K for an 
M3/M4 will feel it is worth it. 

Value
Perhaps the M2’s greatest strength is its  
value. At $51K base price, it is the best 
value among M Cars by a long shot. BMW  
wisely kept the options to a minimum 
and built the car to a price. Of course, 
once I opted for almost every option, 
extended the warranty a little and paid 
the sales tax, the price was close to $70K.  

A Year with an M2
But that’s what qualifies as a bargain 
performance bimmer these days. 
 The option list includes only four 
paint colors (most choose blue, as I did), 
the transmission and the executive pack-
age, which is mostly the backup camera. 
Of course, with 2018 model year, all cars 
in the U.S. must be sold with backup 
cameras. There is no sunroof option 
available. Almost everything else one 
would want is standard equipment.

Styling
The styling of the M2 is quite aggressive.  
Most people like it and I receive a lot of 
compliments on it. I like it but I don’t 
love it. The front and side views are 
pretty good. The rear styling is poor, in my  
opinion. The worst is when I compare  
it to one of the hot Audis, and I don’t 
like Audis, and realize the Audi looks 
aggressive but more elegant. In other 
words, Audis look like pre-Bangle 
BMWs. While I still like my M2, I do 
feel like it looks a bit too boy racerish. 
Or maybe I’m just getting old. I’d prefer 

By David Lightfoot
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the styling to be more understated and 
elegant; like the M4 actually, which I 
consider a very pretty car. 

Ergonomics
This may surprise you but I think the 
ergonomics aren’t that good. My car 
before the M2 was a 2005 Mini Cooper 
with John Cooper Works engine. That car  
has been relegated to daily drive status 
but is my basis for comparison. The 
Mini feels better in terms of seating and 
steering wheel position. With the M2,  
I just can’t find a position that feels right 
for either the seat or steering wheel. The  
steering wheel is also too thick, which 
causes fatigue in my hands over time. 
Worse is the knee bolster on the drive-
train tunnel, which is placed too far 
forward to serve its purpose. Looking 
on online forums, some others have the 
same comments and others think the 
M2 fits just right. 

Limited Slip Differential
One of the rarely mentioned but best 
things about the M2 is the Active M 
Differential. I don’t know how this thing 
works but the amount of lock is varied 
based on a computer reading a bunch of 
sensors. I do know this—it works. It is 
amazing at the track. 

 One of the funny things about the 
Active M Differential is the car is  
delivered with break-in fluid in the 
differential. I don’t know what is in the 
break-in fluid but it sounds like gravel. 
At 1,200 miles, you go into the dealer-
ship, have it changed out, and the car 
becomes much quieter. 

Transmission
There are two choices of transmission 
for the M2, either a six-speed manual or  
a seven-speed dual-clutch transmission  
(DCT). Most enthusiasts say to get the 
manual for a purer, more involving 
experience. This despite the DCT having 
the option of self-shifting or automatic 
mode and being able to shift faster than 
a human. 
 I got the DCT and think this is the 
vastly superior choice. Yes, it is a bit 
less involving but it is faster and much 
preferred in traffic. This is a modern car 
and getting the stick seems like ordering 
it with a carburetor. You want involve-
ment? Get a car with crank starting 
and distributor advance on the steer-
ing wheel. That’s involvement. And an 
antique car. 

Gas Tank
Early in the development of any new 
car the packaging is done. The gas tank 

takes a lot of space in the packaging 
plan. BMW designs the car around 
the gas tank for each Series of car. For 
example, the 2 Series gets a gas tank of 
a certain size no matter if it is a four-
cylinder diesel in Europe, a small gas 
engine or a fire-breathing M motor. As 
a result, the gas tanks of all M Cars are 
too small. The M2 is no exception. Fill 
ups are frequent. If you’re full throttle a 
lot, such as at the track, you’ll not make 
it through a day without having to refill. 

Electronics
What is poor BMW to do? They are at 
least a generation behind with in-car 
electronics and think they are state-of-
the art. The M2 has iDrive version 6.0, 
which is superior to earlier versions, 
making it merely terrible. The naviga-
tion system is worse than your phone. 
The pairing of your phone with the 
car won’t stay. It doesn’t have a touch 
screen. It may be intuitive to German 
engineers but no one else.
 I recently had a Ford Explorer rental 
and the electronics on this mainstream 
Ford are far better than my premium 
BMW. Then my wife got a Kia Sportage 
and it makes the Ford seem outdated 
and my M2 seem like it’s from the  
Stone Age.
 As cars become more and more roll-
ing computers, this does not bode well 
for BMW. Maybe BMW’s partnership 
with Toyota could be expanded. Just let 
Toyota handle the electronics and BMW 
handle the rest of the car. 

On-road Performance
Okay, turn off the iDrive and just drive 
the damn thing. Despite the ergonomics 
not being quite right, this is a wonderful 
road car. Some have complained about 
the ride being rough (it is) and the car 
being noisy (it is) but those complainers 
are whiney-assed wimps. The interior noise  
is loud enough that the voice activation on  
the nav system can’t be used. Really. You  
have to park the car for the microphone 
to accurately pick up your voice. Or yell 
at it. 

Continued on page 10

This day in the rain was a revelation; the M2 handled the wet amazingly well.
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A Year with an M2 Continued from page 9

 I love to be able to feel every nuance 
of the road and to hear the car work. I 
typically don’t even use the radio so I 
can just enjoy the car. It’s lovely. 

Track Performance
And if the on-road performance is 
good, once you’re on the race track you 
remember why you drive an M2. Lord 
have mercy, this thing has grip! The  
Michelin tires are amazing. The road 
feel and noise are nothing compared  
to a race car but they are there and they 
are loud and they are perfect. 
 Again comparisons to my now 
retired Mini. By the kink at Pacific the 
Mini was doing 100, the M2 is doing 120. 
At Turn 1 the Mini was doing 120, the 
M2 is doing 140. The M3/M4s pull away 
on the straights, which frustrates me but 
I’m on a par with them under braking 
and in the corners. Which is saying a lot.
 I guess one always wants to go faster 
but this car makes me wonder. I want 
more power as the M3/M4s pull away, 
but every lap I come to the end of the 
straight, at 140, and turn into Turn 1. 

This means ‘don’t lift’ in the corner and 
do aim at the end of the Jersey barrier. 
At 140 miles per hour.  I know inertia 
will cause me to drift left and I will be 
perfectly lined up for the braking zone 
before Turn 2. But still, it gives me pause 
and I have to think whether I really 
want to be going faster at that turn-in. 
 I’ve tried the DCT in automatic 
mode and shifting myself at the track. 
Using the paddles to shift, I’m having 
trouble justifying anything of value 
I’m adding. In other words, leaving the 
transmission in automatic mode, as much  
as I hate to admit this, seems to be better.  
Using the M Performance button to 
sharpen up the responses and roll back 
the traction-control intervention make  
a big difference for the better. Turning 
off the traction control completely?  
No. When it intervenes, you want it to 
intervene. It will be saving your butt. 
 After just four track days and less 
than 6,000 miles, I need new Michelins. 
I guess I’ll plan on that being an annual 
maintenance item. 

Summing Up
Would I buy an M2 knowing what I 
know now? Yes, and I guess that’s the 
ultimate test. It is a wonderful car. I  
often tell people I like it but I don’t love 
it. The upcoming M4 CS looks incredible  
and I’d rather have that if it weren’t for 
the price; the list price is going to start 
around $125K! For what an M2 costs,  
I’ll stay with what I bought. 

The first lap on the track for this car 
didn’t turn out so well for this poor 
robin, who was flushed from the brush 
near Turn 3. 
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in noveMBer, BMW introduced the first- 
ever BMW i8 Roadster, matching BMW  
eDrive technology with the Ultimate 
Driving Machine. The first-ever BMW i8 
Roadster takes the BMW i8’s combination  
of locally emission-free mobility, high-
caliber performance and adds the top 
down driving experience. An optimized 
BMW eDrive technology means more 
power—total output increased to 369 hp 
(+12 hp), a refined high-voltage battery 
with increased capacity and range, the 
first-ever BMW i8 Roadster and BMW i8  
Coupe can cover up to 18 miles in purely  
electric driving. With hybrid-specific all-
wheel drive, combustion engine driving 
the rear wheels and the electric motor 
driving the front wheels, acceleration 0 to  
60 mph takes just 4.2/4.4 seconds Coupe 
and Roadster respectively with both 
reaching an electronically limited top 
speed of 155 mph. Following the world 
premiere of the first-ever 2019 BMW i8 
Roadster at the Los Angeles Auto Show 
2017, sales will commence in spring 2018.  
Simultaneously, the new 2019 BMW i8 
Coupe will also be available at certified 
BMW centers with both models offering 
LifeDrive vehicle architecture designed 
for BMW i cars. Price to be announced 
closer to market launch. 
 The BMW i8 has performed the role 
of sports car of the future with extraor-
dinary success since 2014. The progres-
sively designed 2+2-seater doubles up as  
an eye-catching object of desire and a  
technological pioneer. Indeed, the BMW  
i8 has been the world’s best-selling hybrid  
sports car since it first hit the roads in  
2014 and has collected an array of awards  
in recognition of its visionary design and 
trailblazing vehicle concept. 

i8 Roadster Makes its Debut

 The first-ever BMW i8 Roadster also 
benefits from a light-weight construction,  
complete with low center of gravity and 
even weight distribution. The aerody-
namically optimized exterior—with 
model-specific gullwing doors and a soft- 
top roof that also displays great visual 
lightness—is a fine exponent of the signa- 
ture BMW i design language. The result 
is a two-seater boasting a distinctive 
and elegant silhouette, and delivering 
an immediate promise of instantaneous 
power ready to be unleashed. 
 Passengers inside the first-ever BMW 
i8 Roadster can either enjoy the open sky  
or a high quality, all-season fabric soft-
top with additional soundproofing. The 
electrically operated convertible top, 
opens and closes in less than 16 seconds 
and while the vehicle is in motion at 
up to 31 mph. The BMW i8 Roadster is 
alone among its rivals in offering owners 
a fabric soft-top which stows away into a 
perpendicular position in the rear when 
opened and therefore takes up very little  
space. The three segments of the roof 
fold vertically in a ‘Z.’  Opening the roof 
raises the rear window automatically by 
around 1.9 inches into a comfort position.  
By raising the rear window, the air flow 
is guided towards the rear, reducing wind  
turbulence optimizing the passenger’s 
experience. The driver can adjust the 
height of the rear window at the touch 
of a button to control the impact of the 
inflowing air as desired. 
 Intelligent lightweight design and 
innovative production technology also 
play a key role in the construction of the 
soft-top. For example, aluminum elements  
connecting the roof mechanism with the 
body of the first-ever BMW i8 Roadster 

The interior combines the future and  
the familiar.

Welcome aboard, Batman. 

are produced in a new 3D printing process.  
This manufacturing method for aluminum  
components breaks new ground in the 
automotive industry and allows the 
topologically optimized bracings to be 
produced in a geometric form, which 
would not be possible using conven-
tional casting techniques and ensures 
an optimal balance between component 
rigidity and weight. 
 The unladen weight of the new BMW 
i8 Roadster stands at 3,513 pounds, just 
132 pounds more in approximate terms 
than that of the new BMW i8 Coupe. 
Charging at home is extremely user-
friendly thanks to the BMW i Charging 
Station which can supply 7.2 kW of power  
to charge the high-voltage battery and 
can fully charge it in under 3 hours. 

BMW NA Press

The new i8 Roadster and the freshened 
i8 Coupe both feature the denser battery 
packs that are also in the i3.

The view most will see of this car.  
Fortunately, it’s beautiful.
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another iCsCC ConferenCe season 
has Passed into the rearvieW Mirror.  
The last stalwarts will be racing at the 
25 Hours of Thunderhill December 2-3, 
including PRO3’s KD Motorsports, the 
defending winner in the E2 class. 
 After 16 championship races, a 
relatively new PRO3 dark horse, Shaun 
Northrop, won it all. Many thought it 
would be Kyle Byers, but you can’t win 
and do only seven races. Then, there was 
Corey Peters, Brian Bercovitz, or Gama 
Aguilar, but as Paul Simon sang, there 
are always “incidents and accidents, 
hints and allegations.” Like many before 
him, it looks like Shaun will be moving 
into the SE46 ranks which will clear 
some room at the top for the next wave 
of talented drivers. Rumor has it that 
Shawn’s car, along with several others, has  
already changed hands in anticipation 
of a new slate of competitors for 2018. 
Congratulations to Shaun.
 The Top 10 finishers were: 
1. Shaun Northrop 15 of 16 races/ 

271 points
2. Brian Bercovitz 15/235  

(4th in EIP)
3. Corey Peters 15/198
4. Gama Aguilar 11/183
5. Rob Johnston 14/182
6. Matt Lowell 14/181
7. Jeff McAffer 14/165
8. Daniele Hovington 15/165  

(5th in EIP)
9. Kyle Byers 7/156
10. David Weller 11/153

 For competition and camaraderie, 
once again PRO3 was THE CLASS  
to race in. Over 16 races, we averaged 
16.4 cars per race. If Croc-man had not 
dynamited his engine we would have 
been over 17 per race. The smallest grid 
with ten entries was the weekend in 
Portland (probably due to the lack of 
motels) and the largest was 28 cars at 
The Ridge (plus 21 in Group 5) on  
a beautiful late summer day.

The PRO3 Line

 No other class in conference was 
even close. A field of 16 plus cars assures 
that whatever your speed, you will be 
racing someone. And that is where the 
fun is, 30 minutes of nose-to-tail, door-
to-door, green-to-checker racing! And 
upon return to the paddock, you have 
an entire community of colleagues  
waiting to revel in the retelling of the 
battle. Need help? Ask around, you 
will find ready and willing hands to 
get you back in the game. The PRO3 
driver corps comprises a vast collection 
of knowledge, an active online forum, 
Facebook and Yahoo groups.
 We also have an incredible group of 
series sponsors—businesses who provide  
financial support as well as goods to  
the drivers for showing up and racing. 
The PRO3 racing group would like to 
thank our sponsors for supporting this 
racing series: 
•	 BMW	Northwest	and	Toyo	Tires		
 (Title Sponsors) 
•	 Hagerty	Vintage	Motorsports	Insurance 
•	 425	Motorsports
•	 Bimmerworld
•	 Griots	Garage
•	 ProFormance	Racing	School

 Does this sound like your kind of fun?  
Plan now to attend one of the Driver 
Training schools tentatively March 24, 
April 21, May 4, June 1, and August 
17. Check www.icscc.com/season.php 
for current information and schedules. 
Our PRO3 sponsor runs race licensing 
schools over the winter and spring. See 
www.proformanceracingschool.com  
for dates and pricing.
 Next year’s schedule shows races over  
eight weekends at five tracks so far. Now  
is a great time to find a good pre-built car  
for sale on Craigslist, the ICSCC for sale  
forum online, and several local race shops  
sell or broker cars. Rich Reinhard’s car is  
for sale (email: yellow94vmax@yahoo.
com). Dave Bennitt’s car is also for sale  
(email: ddbennitt@aol.com). And even 
though veterans Greg Miller and Michael  
Maros sold their cars and moved on to  
browner pastures, we have lots of new 
blood, good drivers who competed in  
many races. The new drivers, Mike Bailey  
(ten races and finished 18th in his first  
season), Gordon Winters, Dirk Groeneveld,  
Brian King, Laurent Testud, and Bryce 
Scott in that gorgeous blue SHOW3 car 
all did well this past year.

Bill ‘Blue Baron’ Ecker and Jim ‘Croc Man’ Cissell

Shaun Northrop taking his victory lap. 
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 Although co-author Jim Cissell blew 
his engine in the last lap of the Rose 
Cup races at PIR in July, we would like 
to thank all the help from Jon and Kyle 
Byers and JR and Mason Nagy. Jim still 
left the race with a smile on his face. It is 
amazing how a friendly hand can soften 
the blow of total engine destruction. And  
what a hoot to race against Indy-winner 
Gordon Johnstone! Video at https://
youtu.be/bNOIh10trO4.
 Some big changes in the special 
non-conference races are in store for 
next year. The Rose Cup will feature a 
support cast of Pirelli World Challenge 

cars. The Pacific NW Historics will be 
without Children’s’ Hospital support. 
Indy Car racing returns to PIR Labor 
Day weekend! Keep an eye on the Club 
events calendar, as we are working  
to assemble a drive/spectate/pit pass 
package for this weekend. 
 A big thanks to all our dedicated 
volunteers who make racing possible. 
Almost everyone working at a race is a 
volunteer, from the registrar who checks 
you in to the corner workers monitoring 
racers. Volunteering gets you an inside 
view into the action on track and it is 
easy to participate. They even let Jim 

work corners this year with David Bell 
at Pacific (T3) and the Ridge (T13).  
He was joined there by PRO3’s Beef 
Wellington. Yes, it was a bit crowded, 
but what a blast it was watching Martin 
Berryman driving in the rain. It was 
equally exciting to watch Conference 
Driver of the Year Brad Greco blasting  
through the Ridge complex on two 
wheels, all in the rain and without inci-
dent despite the car right in front of him 
spinning out! At Pacific, Jim marveled 
at Chris Benny sliding his massive 
Mercedes around the track during the 
new HPDE (High Performance Driving 
Event) held during the race weekend.  
It was such a hit that it looks like it’s 
coming back next year! If you don’t 
have a race car yet, grab your street  
car and come join the action
 With many new ideas and fast new 
drivers, there is a lot to look forward to 
in 2018. Jim will be getting a new engine 
and is looking forward to the 2018 
season. Bill hopes to win the ME2 class 
in the Enduro next year after finishing 
second this year!
 For 2017 in-car season highlights 
from Jim, Corey, Gama, and David,  
see https://youtu.be/UmLM9QDjezI. 
Jim also updated the Crashes video. 
https://youtu.be/ytwZvGmHGIk
 See you at the track!

Two-wheeling it through The Ridge Complex. 

PRO3 drivers at the Pacific NW Historics. 
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startinG in noveMBer, many traffic 
safety and automobile organizations  
put out tips for driving in frigid condi-
tions and winterizing your car. Most  
of what they recommend is sound,  
but other aspects of winter driving are 
not mentioned or expounded on in 
enough depth.
 Here are a few of my tips, gathered 
mostly from 13 years of living in Minne-
sota and Wisconsin and some 60 cross-
country trips across the northern states 
and Canada in winter months in recent 
years, including navigating mountain 
passes during snowstorms.

Treat everyone like they have the plague. 
We all know that most drivers don’t 
leave sufficient following distances in 
any kind of weather. Even on empty 
interstate roads, motorists frequently 
bunch up in little caravans behind other 
vehicles at 75 mph, trailing only by a 
couple of seconds. Your best defense is 
to be downright antisocial—distance 
yourself from others as much as possible  
to build up your space cushion, and always  
plan an escape route. When it’s very wet,  
your minimum following distance should  
be six seconds; when it’s very icy, increase  
it to 12 seconds.

Be hyperaware of road feel. 
To drive safely on snow and especially 
ice, you must be fully alert to how your 
vehicle feels on the road surface at any 
given moment. The slightest changes—a 
sudden floatiness, a tiny sideways shift 
of a rear tire transmitted through seat 
vibrations to your butt, a minor rasping 
noise—often signal a changing condition 
that requires reducing speed or making 
other immediate adjustments. Don’t let 
distractions like talking to passengers or 
having your music on too loud interfere 
with this situational awareness.

Don’t get overconfident just because  
you have AWD. 
The only advantage of AWD is it helps 
you accelerate from a dead stop on a 
slippery surface without your wheels 
spinning—period. It won’t help you stop  
any faster, steer any better, or save you 
from going into that ditch. It’s just physics.

Ten Winter Driving Tips They Don’t Tell You About by Mi Ae Lipe

Practice deep breathing and relaxing. 
In difficult driving conditions, nervous  
tension often builds without our even 
realizing it. Then we start holding our  
breath, tightening our muscles, or breath-
ing shallowly, which in turn deprives our 
brains of much-needed oxygen to think 
clearly. Recognize these signs of tension 
and consciously relax, whether by deep 
breathing, mindfully exhaling, listening  
to soothing music, or even singing a 
favorite song.
 
Avoid a bad situation in the first place. 
The best way to avoid getting involved 
in a crash in bad winter weather is 
simply to not go out in the first place. 
Even if you drive well in snow and ice, 
it doesn’t mean others can. And, even 
if you have AWD, if mountain passes 
require tire chains for all other vehicles, 
seriously question whether it’s wise to 
be out in those conditions for the same 
reason, especially at night. Wait until the 
worst has passed and roads have been 
cleared—emergency personnel and 
snowplow crews will thank you, too.
 
What really to do in a skid? 
The best way to handle a skid is, of 
course, never to get into one in the first 
place. But, if you do, what action should 
you take? There’s tons of misinformation  
about the subject because it’s highly 

contextual depending on what caused 
the skid and the type of vehicle involved.  
In a panic situation, everything usually 
flies out of your mind anyway. The most 
important things to remember? Look 
into the empty space you want to go,  
remove the original cause of the skid 
(i.e., speed, braking), and keep both hands  
on the steering wheel. It’s that simple.
 
Turn on your emergency flashers to  
warn others of sudden slowdowns or 
deteriorating conditions. 
Doing this alerts drivers behind you to 
problems ahead and provides valuable 
warning time. Every little bit helps,  
especially if motorists behind you  
are going too fast or visibility is poor 
because of blowing snow or fog.
 
Drive your own path, not that of others. 
One well-intentioned tip sometimes 
offered is to drive in the tracks of the 
vehicle in front of you to take advantage  
of the slightly better traction and to 
use the tracks as a guide. While this can 
indeed be helpful if lane markings are 
obscured, it also can cause your eyes 
to drop to the space right in front of 
you—and not way up ahead down the 
road where you should be looking. It 
can also lead you to unwittingly repeat 
whatever errors the vehicles ahead are 
committing—improper lane positioning, 



 Quarter 1, 2018 ZüNDFOLGE 15www.bmwpugetsound.com

even veering off the road. Always keep 
your eyes up and avoid blindly follow-
ing others.
 
Keep your wheel wells cleared. 
Some cars are prone to significant snow 
buildup inside the wheel wells, espe-
cially at highway speeds. The snow can 
accumulate to the point that the extra 
unbalanced weight causes the vehicle 
to shimmy or wobble, similar to a flat 
tire. Needless to say, this wobbling is 
bad news when road traction is com-
promised by ice and snow. Always keep 
a long-handled tool such as a shovel or 
sturdy snowbrush with an ice scraper 
handy for scooping out this extra snow.
 
Get around snowplows and big trucks—
but very, very carefully. 
Such huge vehicles often travel decep-
tively slowly while kicking up enormous 
amounts of blinding snow, which make 

seeing and passing them very tricky. A 
surprising number of snowplow-vehicle 
collisions occur on American roads,  
usually are the result of inattentive or 
impatient drivers. Always give these 
vehicles as much room as possible. Also, 
never attempt to pass a snowplow on 
the right; newer plow technology uses 
wider wings that can clear both the  
lane of travel and the shoulder simul-
taneously. Billowing snow clouds can 
prevent a driver attempting to pass on 
the right from seeing this blade until  
it’s too late. Plus, it’s illegal in many 
states and counties.

Mi Ae Lipe is a citizen advocate 

living near Seattle, Washington. 

She blogs on Driving in the Real 

World, Tweets daily driving news 

and tips at @DrivingReal, and 

writes a regular column on street 

driving for BMW CCA’s Roundel 

magazine. She frequently collabo-

rates with government organiza-

tions, NGOs, and individuals. She 

and fellow citizen Mark Butcher 

are recipients of the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-

tration (NHTSA) 2017 Award for 

Public Service for their work in 

traffic safety in Washington State.

For more winter driving tips,  
check out my blog at 

www.DrivingintheRealWorld.com
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BMW i Vision Dynamics
Just a year on froM the Presentation 
of its future-focused NEXT 100 vision 
vehicles, the BMW Group introduced 
the electric mobility of the much more 
immediate future at the IAA Cars 2017 
show in Frankfurt. The BMW i Vision 
Dynamics is a four-door Gran Coupe 
with a range of 600 km (373 miles), a top 
speed of over 200 km/h (120 mph) and 
acceleration of 0-100 km/h (62 mph) in 
four seconds, and offers a look ahead to 
the e-mobility experience of the future 
with a new level of sporting elegance.
 “At the BMW Group, the future of 
electric mobility has already arrived,” 
says Harald Krüger, Chairman of the 
Board of Management at BMW AG. 
“We have more electrified vehicles on 
the road than any established competitor  
and are committed to expanding our 
activities in the field of electric mobility 
as part of our NUMBER ONE > NEXT 
strategy. By 2025 we will be offering 25 
models with an electrified drive system 
—of which 12 will be pure-electric. With  
the BMW i Vision Dynamics we are 
showcasing how we envisage future 
electric mobility between the i3 and i8: 
a dynamic and progressive, four-door 
Gran Coupe. We are therefore electrify-
ing the heart of the BMW brand and, at 
the same time, elevating BMW i into a 
totally new dimension.”

BMW i Sets the Pace of Innovation
BMW i is a byword for visionary vehicles  
and a new understanding of premium 
mobility focused squarely on sustain-
ability. “BMW i is the innovation driver 
for the BMW Group,” explains Klaus 
Fröhlich, Member of the Board of  

Management at BMW AG, Development.  
“Here, visionary solutions and future-
ready concepts become reality for the 
first time. But BMW i also acts as a 
spearhead of innovation for our other 
brands. The BMW i Vision Dynamics  
allows us to show right now what another  
electric BMW might look like. And 
BMW has demonstrated its talent for 
turning visions into real life throughout 
its history.” 
 The inspirational design of BMW i 
models is particularly effective in both 
flagging up the brand’s pioneering role 
visually and making it something people 
can experience. “With the i3 and i8 we 
have designed a revolutionary city car 
and a revolutionary sports car,” says 
Adrian van Hooydonk, Senior Vice 
President BMW Group Design. “And 

now the BMW i Vision Dynamics is 
combining electric mobility with the core  
values of BMW: dynamism and elegance.  
We are therefore demonstrating how the  
product range and the design language 
of BMW i can be evolved further into 
other concepts.”

“I Do More with Less” – the Design  
Identity of BMW i
The outline of the BMW i Vision  
Dynamics represents a further evolution  
of the classical BMW proportions; a 
long wheelbase, flowing roofline and 
short overhangs create a basic profile 
brimming with elegance and dynamism. 
This silhouette is fleshed out by large, 
fluently contoured surfaces, the exterior 
appearing as if cut from a single mold. 
Aerodynamic requirements define the 
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car’s progressive appearance down to its 
details. Barely visible joins and the flush 
integration of glass into the main body 
lend the study a modern and technical 
overall impression. The tension between 
large surfaces and finely worked details 
points to the innovative technology at 
the heart of the car in an understated 
yet intuitively appreciable way, rather 
than advertising it in grandiose fashion. 
And that is very much in keeping with the  
identity of BMW i: “I do more with less. ”

Iconic Window Graphic Symbolizes  
the Interior Experience of the Future
Within the smoothly flowing, neatly 
aligned progression of the surfaces along  
the car’s flanks, the new characterization  
of the window profile is a standout feature  
of the BMW i Vision Dynamics. This 
iconic styling cue, which made its debut 
on the first wave of BMW i models, is  
depicted here in a fresh, likewise function- 
led interpretation and also sharpens the 
identity of the car’s flanks. Their virtually  
symmetrical form allows all passengers 
an equally good view out, highlighting 
the attention paid to the passengers and 
the shared driving experience in the 
interior. This is something that will gain 
further in importance in the future, in 

particular as far as (semi-) autonomous 
and connected driving is concerned. The 
distinctive driving experience is further 
enhanced by the full-length glass surface 
running from the windscreen to the rear 
window. This heightens the sensation of 
room and enables a feeling of spacious-
ness and freedom inside the car that 
belies its dynamic exterior silhouette. 
Viewed from the outside, the unbroken 
roof graphic reinforces the enclosed, 
modern feel of the exterior thanks to 
seamless transitions through the front 
and rear end.

Familiar Icons at the Front Gain  
New Significance
The prominent, enclosed “kidneys” in 
the minimalist front end bring together 
the past and the future of BMW in more 
than just styling terms. Where the BMW 
kidneys have previously acted as a sym-
bol for the company’s expertise in drive 
system development, the BMW i Vision 
Dynamics deploys them as declarations 
of technological know-how. Indeed, 
underlying sensors turn the kidneys into 
an “intelligence surface.” The headlights 
similarly combine tradition and the future.  
The classical BMW four-eyed front end 
is reprised here in a very modern and 

pared-back interpretation, two intricate, 
freestanding LED light elements on 
each side of the car’s nose integrating  
all the necessary lighting functions, yet 
also providing an extremely striking 
look characteristic of BMW.

Poise and Dynamic Allure at the Rear  
as well
Smooth curves guide the car’s horizontal  
profile when viewed from the rear and 
add poise and power. The tapering of 
the passenger cell creates broad shoul-
ders and a muscular presence. The most 
eye-catching feature of the rear end is the  
L-shaped lights. Their slim cut under-
scores the dynamic efficiency of the 
vision vehicle on a detailed level, while 
at the same time accentuating its wide 
stance on the road. 
 The BMW i Vision Dynamics exudes 
modernity, progressiveness and an  
appealing technical aesthetic from every 
angle. As a trailblazer for the BMW brand,  
it showcases very clearly the BMW 
Group’s future vision of emotionally 
engaging electrified mobility. Indeed, 
BMW will continue to focus its atten-
tions on sporty and elegant vehicles in 
the years ahead.

BMW AG Press Release
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BMW Will Continue to roll out 
exCitinG neW Models durinG 2018. 
Expect to see more M and X models, 
while the smaller coupes and sedans  
get culled out a bit. 

M5
The F90 M5 was featured in the last 
issue of Zündfolge. We should see this 
sixth generation M5 in spring 2018. The 
base price will be $102,600 plus $995 
destination and handling fee. 

M3 CS
In November, BMW announced the 
first-ever BMW M3 CS, a special-edition 
model. The extensive use of carbon fiber- 
reinforced plastic (CFRP), has kept 
the first-ever BMW M3 CS extremely 
light; around 110 lb. less than a standard 
M3. Large sections of the body are also 
made from CFRP, including the hood, 
which is around 25 percent lighter than 
that of the regular BMW M3. The CFRP 
roof alone is more than 13 pounds 
lighter than a conventional steel version. 
These changes lower the car’s center of 
gravity to improve handling. The back  
of the vehicle features a redesigned 
“Gurney Flap” in exposed carbon fiber. 
This aerodynamic spoiler lip running 
across the trailing edge of the trunk lid 
significantly reduces rear-axle lift. In  
the interests of everyday practicality,  
the M3 CS forgoes a roll cage.
 The M3 CS will be powered by 
M TwinPower Turbo technology 6-cylinder  
inline engine. Fitted in the M3 CS it  
develops 453 hp at 6250 rpm (+28 hp) 
and peak torque 443 lb-ft from 4000  
to 5380 rpm (+37 lb-ft). 
 Orders for the first-ever 2018 BMW 
M3 CS can be placed starting May, 2018. 
Production of the high-performance 
sedan will be limited to approximately 
1,200 units worldwide; with approxi-
mately 550 units coming to the U.S.  
Pricing will be announced closer to 
market launch.

Coming in 2018

M5

M3 CS
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M4 CS
Of course, there will also be an M4 CS. 
The niche here is between the bonkers 
M4 GTS and the M4 Competition 
package model. The M4 CS is said to 

have ten more horsepower than the M4 
Comp pack but not the water injection  
of the M4 GTS, which has 39 more 
horsepower than the CS. Expect pricing 
around $125,000. 

M2 CS
Not to be left out, BMW M will con-
tinue with the CS variants in an effort 
to access every corner of BMW M fans’ 
wallets and leave no niche unexplored. 
The M2 CS is supposed to crank up the 
horsepower to 405 (an increase of 40) 
and also lower the weight slightly while 
raising the price, of course. No word yet 
on timing. 

X2
The BMW X2 will be the sportier version  
of the X1. The bold, uncompromising  
nature of the first-ever BMW X2 is 
evident at first sight and stands out 
from the crowd in any setting. Even 
next to its bigger brothers, the BMW 
X4 and BMW X6, the BMW X2 makes 
a distinctive impression with its unique 
design language. The main contributing 
factor is the car’s exterior design, which 
essentially combines the fast-moving 
body language and low-slung proportions 

M4 CS
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of a coupe with the robust construction 
of a BMW X model.
  “The BMW X2 represents an expres-
sion of modern and extrovert vehicle 
dynamics,” says Adrian van Hooydonk, 
Senior Vice President BMW Group  
Design, in describing the first-ever BMW 
X2. “Its standalone vehicle concept brings  
a new, fresh and exciting facet of the BMW  
to the compact segment.” The first-ever  
2018 BMW X2 will be available in spring  
2018 with pricing to be announced closer  
to market launch.

X3 M
The new X3 was just introduced in 
November 2017 and we’ve already seen 
what an X3 M Performance model can 
do. The X3 M40i is an amazing vehicle.  
Now BMW is going to give the X3  
the full M-model treatment. Timing is 
uncertain but probably during 2018. 

The 8 Series shouldn’t change much from the Concept 
shown here. 

X2 – Note the roundel on the D-pillar, similar to the E9 coupes.

8 Series
We should see the 8 Series coupe debut 
in summer 2018. While there aren’t any 
official production photos yet, expect a 
beautiful car at an eye-watering price. 
Convertible and Gran Coupe models 
will follow in 2019. We’ll first see the 
840i and 850i models. The M8 should  
be available soon after.

Z4
The new Z4 roadster will probably be 
available by the end of 2018 as a 2019 
model. Pricing is expected to start at 
about $50,000 and go up quickly with 
options. There will be the usual engine 
and transmission options. BMW says 
there will be no M version but they 
always say that since they want to sell 
what they’ve got on offer. The best 

news is that the styling is supposed to 
be about 80% true to the Concept Z4 
introduced at Pebble Beach last August. 

X7
BMW has shown the Concept X7  
iPerformance and called it a new  
dimension in spaciousness. The produc-
tion X7 will be built in Spartanburg 
and be the King Kong of the X family, 
including the biggest kidney grills in 
captivity. This enormous vehicle is being 
touted as “A case study in modernity, 
luxury and presence.” This thing is going 
way up-market will save those for  
who an X5 just isn’t big enough and a 
Suburban is just too déclassé. We should 
see the production X7 photos during 
2018 but you probably won’t be able  
to buy one until 2019. 

Z4

X7
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