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February XX, Saturday 
Flying Heritage Collection at Paine Field. 
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For more information about any event, go to www.BMWPugetSound.com.



 Quarter 1, 2019 ZüNDFOLGE 3www.bmwpugetsound.com

Social Events
Plan a gathering at a favorite coffee 
shop, winery, or just about anything that  
members would enjoy.

Tech Event
Do you have a large garage with BMWs 
stacked to the ceiling and you’d like to 
share this collection with other members?  
Maybe not, but you get the picture. 
What about leading an event at Griot’s 
Garage? 

Weekend Gatherings
Many clubs around the country have 
impromptu meetings on Saturday  
mornings at a coffee shop and then  
go on a short drive. There is no reason 
why we can’t do these here in the Puget 
Sound area. 
 
 If you have been waiting to be asked 
to help with the Club, I am now asking. 
We need you.
 I value your input, constructive  
comments, and suggestions,

Steve Libby, President 
Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA
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Heroes of Bavaria Winter Party on January 26

ON THE COVER 
BMW’s full-sized Sports Activity 
Vehicle breaks cover with the 
biggest kidneys you’ve ever seen. 

Photo by BMW Press

President’s Column – State of the Club

I have been thInkIng and plannIng 
for two events: the 50th anniversary 
of the Club and handing the reigns over 
to Dana Lantz in 2020. I will have been 
President for four years, with a one-year 
break in the middle. It’s time for new 
ideas and leadership. It’s my goal for 
2019 to prepare the Club for the amount 
of time that internal combustion engine 
powered cars with Roundels on them 
still exist, hopefully past 2020.
 The state of the Club is, from the  
outside looking in, large, has a vibrant 
track program, puts on many high-
profile events, and has a more significant 

electronic face now than it did only a few  
years ago. However, if you look from 
the inside out, you might see a shrinking 
board with a few members pushing the 
Club forward. The Club as you know it 
today is the result of enormous effort 
by many previous board members and 
some who remain today.
 I see the Club at a crossroads and the 
next direction taken needs to be carefully  
planned. Bottom line, we need to have 
more members participate in planning  
and executing events. This means we 
need you! Agreeing to be on the board 
does mean that you are willing to devote  
effort into organizing or directing some 
event that benefits the members as a 
whole. The board needs to expand so 
that more events are being provided to 
the members who pay dues so that we 
all can enjoy Club functions. The events 
are team efforts with many helping out.
The Club needs members for the follow-
ing positions:

Tours
We have a lot of tour routes that are 
ready to go but we need a person to 
lead. Leading is simple and if you have 
never done one, we will help. The Club 
needs to have some simple, day tours 
around the Puget Sound area, to the 
coast, and to eastern Washington. 

http://www.eurotechbodywerkes.com
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to celebrate the heroes of bavarIa 
at leMay, America’s Car Museum, we’ll  
be having a winter party on Saturday, 
January 26. This will be much like our 
banquets of years gone by but without 
an auction. 

Heroes of Bavaria Winter Party

 The cars are the spectacular Heroes 
of Bavaria, representing BMW race cars 
from the 1930s to the 2010s. There will 
be 17 cars on display. Noted local collec-
tor, Peter Gleeson, will be talking about 
the history of each car. Meanwhile, you’ll  
be able to enjoy heavy appetizers from 
Carr’s Catering and a full bar. We’ll have  
some seating for those who want to sit 
and bistro tables for those who want to 
stand or walk around. 
 There will not be a raffle or auction. 
The evening is intended to be a relatively  
informal meeting of BMW enthusiasts 
to witness this amazing gathering of 
BMW race cars. While it will certainly be  
dark, might well be cold and even rainy, 
we’ll be warm inside the Museum with 
its beautiful backdrop of the Tacoma 
skyline. And of course, we’ll be able 
to get up close and personal with The 

Heroes while enjoying German-themed 
appetizers and a beverage of choice. 
 The cost is $50 per person. That’s 
quite a bargain. $100 for a pretty special 
night out for a couple is, well, hard to 
find these days.  The only other costs are 
optional. Soft drinks and water are free, 
alcoholic beverages aren’t, but there will  
be a full bar available. Special parking 
on the “BMW Walk of Fame” leading  
up to the front door of the Museum is 
$25 per car for up to 25 cars. General 
parking is free.

Dress Code
There is no dress code but you might 
want something dressier than jeans. 
Business casual is good although not 
easily defined. If you want to wear a 
sports coat, you won’t feel out of place, 
but also don’t feel obligated. 
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January 26, 2019 

Expect rows of the Heroes of Bavaria.

This will be the scene on January 26, although it will be darker outside. You should be there.  

Noted collector Peter Gleeson will talk 
about each of the Hero cars on exhibit. 
Prepare to be entertained. 
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The Heroes of Bavaria
These are the cars included in the exhibit and are subject to change, based 
on the owners’ plans. At our deadline, this is what was included:

1937 328: This particular 328 is chassis number 85029, owned by Foundation  
President Lance White. This is where BMW motorsports begins. 

1961 700 RS: This rare car, chassis #1 of 2 built, was raced by Hans Stuck, Sr.  
when new. It is part of Rey Rivera’s extensive BMW collection. 

1965 1800 TI/SA: One of only 200 built, this car was restored by Don 
Dethlefsen prior to his founding of The Werk Shop, a well-known BMW 
restoration shop in Illinois. 

1972 3.0 CSL Group 2 Rally: This CSL had been hidden in the U.S. for  
decades but it took noted collector Peter Gleeson to figure out that this  
is the only factory rally CSL ever built. Gleeson has had the car restored 
by his friend Alex Elliott in the UK back to its original 1972 Rally livery 
for BMW. 

1975 3.0 CSL: BMW of North America was formed in 1975, taking over 
distribution from Max Hoffman. The CSLs were raced in the International 
Motor Sports Association (IMSA) as a means of educating Americans that 
BMW did not stand for “British Motor Works.” 

1977 E21 320 Turbo: This car was driven in IMSA by David Hobbs for  
two seasons. It is currently owned by BMW USA Classic.

1981 March BMW 812 Formula 2: BMW won six of ten Formula 2  
championships contested. This is a factory-owned car from that era. 

1981 March M1/C: This is the only March M1/C built and was raced in IMSA  
GTP, with David Hobbs doing the driving. The car was not successful.

1986 JPS 635: This car raced in Australia touring cars for BMW, with Jim 
Richards piloting, adorned with the handsome John Player Special livery. 

1987 E30 M3: Raced by Ray Korman in the Firehawk Series, this was the 
first U.S. E30 M3. 

1992 E36 M3 GTS-3: This was the first E36 M3 produced in 1992. It was 
raced by Prototype Technology Group (PTG), the factory race team in  
the U.S., with Valvoline sponsorship. 

1994 E34 M5: A four-door race car? Yes, raced by Ed Arnold Racing,  
this car won the 1994 Supercar championship, driven by David Donohue, 
son of Mark Donohue. 

1994 E36 318i: First raced by Schnitzer in the 1994 BTCC, then in 1995 
raced in Australia with Diet Coke livery, driven by Geoff Brabham  
(son of Jack) coming second in championship. 

2000 Williams F1 FW22: This was the first year of the Williams/BMW  
partnership. This particular car was driven by Ralf Schumacher.

2011 E92 M3 GT: This car was raced for two seasons by BMW Team RLL  
in the American Le Mans Series. 

2014 E89 Z4 GTLM: This car filled in for BMW of North America in the IMSA  
series. Here it is painted to celebrate the BMW NA 40th Anniversary.

2017 F13 M6 GTLM: The most recent racer in the exhibit, it was painted to 
commemorate the 400th race for Bill Auberlen in BMWs. Fittingly, Bill  
and his co-drivers won. Bill Auberlen is the most successful BMW driver  
in history, surpassing Dieter Questor several years ago. 

Expect Bavarian-themed apps and a smile.

Schedule
6:00 Doors open
6:15 Soft drinks, cocktails and  
 appetizers served
7:00 Program starts
8:30 Program finishes
9:00 Event ends

Registration
The registrar for the event is Dana Lantz.  
Register at www.bmwpugetsound.com 
by January 22 to allow us to arrange the 
food with the caterer. 

Summing Up
Date: January 26, 2019, Saturday night
Time: 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Place: LeMay, America’s Car Museum
Address: 2702 East D Street, Tacoma
Price: $50 per person 
Parking: Free in the lot, $25 per car to 
   be part of the “BMW Walk of Fame”

Driving Directions from Interstate 5, 
North or Southbound:
•	 Take	exit	133,	East	26th	Street

•	 Turn	right	at	the	end	of	the	ramp	onto	 
East 26th Street

•	 Turn	right	on	East	D	Street

•	 Tacoma	Dome	will	be	on	the	left, 
 ACM on the right

•	 Go	past	the	dome	and	then	turn	right	 
into the ACM’s parking lot
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this and I know many of you practice 
this daily, especially the road warriors 
out there. If you find yourself in some 
situation that caused you to take evasive 
actions that was learned on the track or 
at a car control clinic, let me know.
 The 2019 track season is now firmly 
in place. We will be holding four Friday 
events at Pacific Raceways: May 17, 
June 7, July 12, and August 23. We will 
have one day at The Ridge Motorsport 
Park on September 15 which is on a 
Sunday. You can put these dates on your 
calendar as they are set in stone. We are 
planning a day at Oregon Raceway Park 
probably the second week of October. 
This will be in partnership with one or 
two other clubs and be open to solo 
drivers only. See ATS and the website 
announcements later next year. We 
are also working on having a track day 

MOTOR SPORTS
yes, the raIns have returned, the 
temperatures are dropping but visions 
of driving at the track are still fresh in 
our heads; well at least they are in my 
mind. TRAKCAR is having to suffer 
the indignity of living outside in the rain 
until we rearrange storage situations. I 
have plans for some suspension refreshing  
and interior repairs over the winter months.  
You too should be thinking about next 
driving season: what improvements 
to do, what to repair, and what safety 
modifications should be done. 
 Regardless of the weather, you all 
should apply the lessons learned on the 
track and at the car control clinics. We 
emphasize vision, hand position, throttle 
control, and track/road position of your 
car. These translate directly to the street 
as you have heard all of the instructor 
corps harp about. We are serious about 

with the Oregon Chapter at Portland 
International Raceways (date to come). 
There will be plenty of opportunity for 
track time in 2019. 
 What to do in the off season? Good 
question and I am glad you asked. 

1. Read and learn stuff. 
 Disclaimer: we don’t have any financial  

relationship with Ross Bentley, but we 
do have a philosophical bond with the 
fundamentals of driving and driver 
preparation he writes about. Find his 
books and subscribe to the “Speed 
Secrets” weekly email blast,which is 
only $12 per year. You spend more on 
coffee per week. Ross’s recent book 
“The Lost Art of High-Performance 
Driving: How to Get the Most Out of 
Your Modern Performance Car” is a 
really good read. 

https://www.griotsgarage.com
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This is the time of year we dream of sunny track days.

2. Drive! 
 Just go out and drive your car like it is 

meant to be driven. BMW engineers 
do not make toasters, they make the 
Ultimate Driving Machine. Your car 
will not melt in the rain, there is little 
to no salt on the roads (unlike the 
Midwest and East), and a little dirt 
will not hurt it. So, drive it!

3. Go karting indoors. 
 If you’d like to continue to hone your 

driving skills, then do some indoor 
karting. There are several indoor 
tracks in the area. It’s a lot of fun  
and if someone wants to organize  
a karting night, let me know. 

 For those of you who are reading 
all about this track stuff and thinking 
that “I can’t drive on the track without 
getting a lot of racing stuff,” you are 
completely wrong. There is no barrier to 
taking your BMW on the track, period. 
Yes, it must pass a technical inspection 
and you will need a SNELL rated helmet  
2010 or newer, but that is it. You do not 
need: racing tires, race brake pads, a fire 
suit, a roll cage, a 6-point harness, racing 
seats, or a fancy stripe painted down the 
center of your car. What you do need 
is an open mind to learning something 
completely new and most importantly, 
have a lot of fun doing it. I keep writing  
this and will continue to do so until 
everyone believes me. There is a group 
of motivated, profoundly competent 
instructors who are ready to coach you 
on the art of high-performance driving.  
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Take advantage of these coaches to 
improve your own driving skills. Come 
out to the track.
 What will this all lead to? Perhaps 
some racing might be in your future. 
Many of the drivers that move up the 
ranks from novice to solo drivers go on 
to race in one of the many series that 
are available here in the Puget Sound 
area: SCCA, SOVERN, PRO3, ICSCC 
to name a few. So, as you can see there  
is something for everyone.
 Sometimes advanced drivers go on 
to become instructors, the people you 
see wandering around the paddock in 
yellow shirts and in the right seat of cars. 
We have a specific program for becoming  

an instructor and frankly it is not trivial. 
The ability to sit in the right seat and 
coach a driver who you might have never  
met before, is not an insignificant skill. 
We welcome new instructor candidates, 
contact Mitch Delabarre our Chief 
Driving Instructor or me if you are 
interested. 
 2019 will be a great year for driving 
with dry warm track days, lots of grip, 
and extra horsepower. At least that is 
what I am hoping for in my dreams!  
Put the dates on your calendars and 
plan for a really great driving season.
 See you on the track.

Steve Libby, President 
Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA

Senior Instructor

http://www.nweuropean.com
http://www.convertiblesonly.com
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“hI, My naMe Is steve. Have you even 
driven a Ferrari 458 before? No, not a 
problem. We are going to have a great 
time. There are a few instructions we 
need to go over. You will see the turn-in 
orange cones along the side of the track, 
and then I want you to drive to the 
green cones. When you see the upright 
yellow cones, accelerate as much as 
you feel comfortable, then brake at the 
upright red cones. I will give you hand 
signals to indicate braking, throttle, lift 
off the throttle, and where to turn. Okay, 
are you ready? Good, then let’s go.” 
 I had the opportunity to instruct for 
Xtreme Xperience (xtremexperience.com)  
on September 29 and 30 at Pacific  
Raceways. The company has 21 supercars:  
Ferrari 458 and 488s, Lamborghini 
Hurucans, Porsche GT3s, Audi RS8s, 
and Nissan GTRs that they haul around 
to tracks across the country. People 
purchase the opportunity to drive these 
cars for three laps at Pacific Raceways 
or another race track. 
 Xtreme Xperience hires experienced 
local instructors to complement the core 
instructors that work most driving events  
for the company. The local instructors  
also provide important track knowledge,  
like the super slick spots of Pacific 
Raceways when it rains (which it did).  
 The philosophy of the company is to 
maximize customer experience while 
safely driving a very expensive supercar 
on the racetrack very fast. An instructor 
is in the car at all times and the entire 
experience is recorded with really cool 
telemetry for the driver to purchase later. 
 Over three days, there were over  
one thousand drivers who came out for 
this experience. Some were given the 
experience as a birthday or anniversary 
gift while others wanted to do some-
thing really cool for themselves. Drivers  
ranged from experienced hotshots to 
everyday people who love fast cars. 
Families came out to see dad, grandpa, 
or mom drive on the track. I understand 
that there was one engagement that 
took place at the event, which is not  
uncommon for Xtreme. The short patter 
at the beginning of this paragraph is the 
in-car instruction each driver received 
after a short classroom session. For those  

My Xtreme Xperience 

of you who have experienced HPDE 
days, you might notice a difference. 
 How then do you get a driver to  
control a very fast and expensive car on 
a racetrack who has never been in a fast  
car or on a racetrack? Its done by having  
a lot of experience in the right seat 
during HPDE days and with some great 
coaching from my mentor Josh Jenny, a 
lead instructor from Pennsylvania. Each 
new instructor was sent a complete packet  
on the rules and philosophy of Xtreme 
Xperience. We went over expectations  
for the day, his method of driver control, 
and the speech. The speech in the begin-
ning of this article is one that is used by  
most of the instructors. There is no dead  
air in the cockpit, lots of direction, precise  
instructions on when and where to 
turn, and keen awareness of potential 
problems so that they don’t materialize. 
My two days were enlightening. I have 
never been so exhausted at the end of a 
day, not even when I’ve been instructing  
with the BMW Club. A new driver 
appeared in the car about every ten 
minutes and back out we went. 
 This program is organized and run 
by several lead instructors with amazing 
proficiency and maturity. Cal DeNyse 
was in charge of this event. A young guy, 
but mature, professional, and organized 
beyond his years. All instructors and 

event workers had two goals in mind: 
maximize the customer’s experience and 
make sure all drivers were safe. I was 
so impressed with the camaraderie of 
the group and how they embraced me, 
the new guy. I told Cal during my phone 
interview process that I had two reasons 
for wanting to instruct for Xtreme: one 
to learn something completely new and 
secondly to steal their methods to bring 
back to the BMW Club. He laughed but 
understood it. 
 For those instructors who might be 
getting complacent doing the same thing 
at Pacific or the Ridge, try something 
new. Offer to instruct for other clubs: 
Audi, Porsche, or Hooked on Driving. 
The more experiences you have the 
more skills you have in your toolbox. 
As instructors, we need to keep learn-
ing. I spoke with Ross Bentley about 
this experience. His reaction was “great, 
we all need new skills in the toolbox.” 
Next year on September 20-22, Xtreme 
Xperience is coming back to Pacific 
Raceways. As an instructor, you will 
get a chance to drive a supercar in the 
morning for the “morning warmups.” I 
will be there for the three days, learning  
more. Make 2019 a year of learning 
more skills, participate in other clubs’ 
programs, and fill your toolbox with 
skills. It’s good for you.

Steve Libby 

Steve Libby, on left, with his mentor Josh Jenny from Xtreme Xperience. The red car 
is faster than Steve’s E30.
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The 2018 BMW Walla Walla Wine Tour Weekend

the 2018 bMw walla walla wIne 
tour began in Enumclaw on Friday, 
October 12. Eighteen beautiful BMWs 
traveled east on Highway 410 around 
Mount Rainer, which looked like a giant  
snow cone in the sunlight. We drove over  
Chinook Pass to Horse Heaven Saloon 
in Prosser for lunch. From there we 
made our first winery stop in Paterson, 
where we toured the Columbia Winery. 
We then went east on Highway 14 and 
Highway 730, and enjoyed a scenic drive 
along the Columbia river. When we 
reached Walla Walla our first stop was 
L’Ecole Winery. We enjoyed a tasting 
on the patio and followed that up with a 
visit to Waterbrook Winery. Afterwards, 
we drove to the historic Marcus Whitman  

Hotel to check in. We all met at The 
Marc, one of the finest restaurants in 
Walla Walla, for a great dinner on  
Friday evening. 
 On Saturday, after a wonderful 
breakfast at the Marcus Whitman, we 
headed out on a beautiful sunny morn-
ing to Walla Walla Vintners. We were 
fortunate to have the owner lead our 
tour of the wine-making facility, fol-
lowed by a tasting of their wines. We 
then took a scenic drive to Basel Cellars, 
located in a beautiful estate setting. We 
were able to taste their wonderful wines 
while enjoying box lunches provided 
by Olive Restaurant. After lunch, we 
headed to Northstar Winery for a 
private tasting. Our other winery stops 
included Pepper Bridge Winery and Va 
Piano Vineyards. On Saturday evening, 
different groups enjoyed wonderful 
downtown Walla Walla and its great 
restaurants. We were very fortunate to 
have beautiful weather the entire trip. 
On Sunday, we went our different ways 
with many members visiting wineries 

and other wine regions including Red 
Mountain. All in all, it was a wonderful 
wine weekend with good friends. Thank 
you to all of the participants for making 
it a great adventure.  
 For those who were not able to join 
us on this tour, you’ll have an oppor-
tunity in Seattle to taste many of these 
great wines. The Walla Walla Valley 
Wine Alliance will be hosting a wine 
tasting at McCaw Hall on Monday, 
February 25, with over 40 Walla Walla 
wineries represented. Find out more  
at www.wallawallawine.com/seattle-
washington-wine-tasting/
 Cheers! 

Greg Smith, Wine Tour Director
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http://www.hauryscollision.com
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another year of fIne racIng and 
caMaraderIe has come to an end 
with another year of close, hard fought 
battles, and fierce competition between 
green and checker. PRO3 again averaged  
fifteen cars per race, far and away the most  
popular class in the ICSCC conference. 
 Let’s recognize the 2018 Champion 
and other notables from the pack of 48 
cars that made an appearance this year.

 Place Name/Number Points
 1st  Brian Bercovitz #96  241
 2nd Corey Peters #244  227
 3rd  Matt Lowell #151  169
 4th Rob Johnston #141  165
 5th Martin Berryman #150  163
 6th Daniele Hovington #221 156

 For the record, co-authors Bill Ecker 
and Jim Cissell finished 15th with 68 points  
and 11th with 90 points, respectively.
 PRO3 cars are also competitive in 
Group #5 as EIP cars, with PRO3 drivers  
taking third through fifth places in that 
hotly contested class. Kudos to Dirk 
Groeneveld, Nor Coquillard, and John 
Parkinson.
 And Daniele Hovington crushed  
the competition in the ME2 class in the 
Enduro series (NWMES), followed by 
her husband Brian, making them the 
second husband/wife team in conference  
history to win individual classes in the  
same year. Yours truly, Bill Ecker finished  

The PRO3 Line

third, Jeff McAffer fourth, and Matt 
Lowell fifth. That enduro, held at PIR 
each October, features the longest run-
ning LeMans start in all of motorsports.
 But the biggest trophy of all went to 
#177 John Parkinson—selected by the 
license director as the GB Sterne 2018 
Novice Driver of the Year. And at the 
banquet in November, conference Presi-
dent Mike Trip gave a special shout out 
to PRO3. Our entries in multiple classes, 
despite declining car counts, enabled the 
conference to continue operating in the 
black. Congratulations to all.
 One final racing note, several PRO3 
drivers and former PRO3 drivers now 
running in Spec E46, again took part in 
the 25 Hours of Thunderhill, the first 
week in December.
 As always, all the PRO3 drivers who 
entered races were supported by an 
incredible group of sponsors, including 

title sponsor BMW Northwest of Fife, 
425 Motorsports, AAF (Advanced Auto 
Fabrication), Bimmerworld, Griots  
Garage, and Toyo Tires.
 Thanks to sponsors who contributed 
gift cards, money, or product to sweeten 
the pot. Sarah Lally Brown and David 
Weller did a great job filling the monster 
boots left empty by Lance Richert. 
 Now, for a little history. As a class, 
PRO3 first appeared in 2002. Unfor-
tunately, ICSCC online records only  
go back to 2003. Someone posed the  
question: “How many PRO3 cars are 
there?” This prompted a spirited debate 
on the PRO3 Facebook page, and sent 
your authors down a rabbit hole in 
search of an answer. 
 The search led to people and archives 
long lost to time. Did you know there 
was a book of PRO3 in 2008 published 
by Curtis Creager? Luckily a generous 
semi-retired racer lent me his copy. The 
ICSCC records trace the entries and 
times at the same venues that we still 
race. Websites and old PRO3 calendars 
provided visual records to connect the 
cars and the drivers to the records. 
 What we learned was this: from 2003 
(when there were only three or four 
cars) to 2018, there have been a total  
of 101 PRO3 cars built and raced, give 
or take three or four. This task is made 
difficult by the inexact record keeping,  
incomplete memories, a changing scheme  

Bill ‘Blue Baron’ Ecker and Jim ‘Croc Man’ Cissell

If you think PRO3 is just for boys, Danielle  
Hovington proves that just ain’t so. 

John Parkinson was honored as ICSCC 
2018 Novice of the Year.

Fast Guys: Corey, Brian and Matt, first through third places for the season.
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for car numbering, different cars running  
the same number, running the same car 
with different numbers, and inconsistent  
car identification across races. The project  
continues, but as far as we can tell, at 
end-of-season 2018, there are 79 PRO3 
prepped cars sitting in garages, shops, 
and barns ready to race.
 The average age of the PRO3 cars (as 
race cars) is seven seasons, with a few 
cars over 13 years (#75, #71, #105, #117, 
#136, #27, and of course Lance’s #35).    
 From 2003 to 2017, approximately six 
cars were added each year, with a big 
jump in 2012 (eleven) and a little slow-
ing recently (three added in 2017). This 
year was the first year with fewer PRO3 
cars than had raced the year before. 
Some cars have been retired, like Jim’s 
Oscar and now Felix, and some have 
migrated out of conference racing. 
 A result of the project was prompting 
some dormant car owners to re-engage. 
Some cars and drivers that have been 
in hiding may be back next year. Or, 
the cars will be for sale. This means that 
the barrier to going racing in the PRO3 
series is a lot lower now and you do not 
have to build your own car. 
 See you at the track!

Bill Ecker PRO3 #137 (253) 709-7999 
Jim Cissell PRO3 #119 (206) 933-8642

Since the last edition of PRO3 Line,  
Jim posted four new race videos:
•	 August 19 / Race 10 / PIR 

youtu.be/9aDCisn8JOY
•	 September 15-16 / Races 11-12 /  

The Ridge 
youtu.be/cCJPQLgxp38

•	 2018 Season Highlights 
youtu.be/YPPFehQpt40

•	 Crashes and Fails 2009-2018 
youtu.be/sSF007gfvlM

 

DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS

 425 Motorsports Bellevue
 Accuracy Automotive Gig Harbor
 Advanced Auto Fab Spokane
 Auburn Foreign Car Auburn
 BMW Bellevue Bellevue
 BMW Northwest Fife
 BMW Portland Portland
 Broad Stroke Associates Snohomish
 Car Tender Seattle
 DynaSport Portland
 Eastside Bavarian Issaquah
 KD Motorsports Redmond
 Griot’s Garage Tacoma
 Group 2 Motorsports Seattle
 Haury’s Collision Seattle
 Matt’s Greenwood Auto Care Seattle
 Northwest Differential Kirkland
 NW European Autowerks Bellingham
 Pro-Tek Automotive Portland
 Pova Motorsports Seattle
 Rohm Innovations Portland
 South Lake European Renton
 Strictly BMW Bellevue
 Werner’s Auto Klinik Delta, B.C.
 WestWerks Automotive Redmond

the bMw pro3 group is again 
providing free PRO3 wall calendars 
locally to Puget Sound Region Club 
members, a $12 value to the rest of 
the country. To get your free copy, 
visit one of the following listed 
businesses that have agreed to serve 
as calendar distribution points. Use 
your favorite search engine to get 
their business addresses. Distribu-
tion is already under way.
 Enjoy twelve colorful months  
of BMW PRO3 action racing at 
tracks around the Pacific Northwest, 
this year with lots of rainy racing.  
Additional support was provided  
by the Puget Sound BMW Club, 
BMW Northwest, 425 Motorsports, 
AAF Racing, Northwest Differential  
and Haury’s Lake City Collision.
 This high quality calendar  
features PRO3 images shot through 
the lens of local photographers and 
designed by Club member Matt 
Ferbache. For those that own the 

Free 2019 PRO3 Calendars
2018 calendar, this one is ten times 
better.  
 Calendars are also available  
for sale for $12 each. Please visit 
www.PRO3-Racing.com for order-
ing details.  

Daniele Hovington, PRO3 #91
danielehovington@gmail.com

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

https://www.airimportrepairs.com
http://www.omnibrake.com
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one aspect I love the Most about 
my work in traffic safety is doing field 
research. Over a year ago I rode along 
with two officers of the Washington 
State Patrol (WSP) to see what a typical 
day and night was like for them. The 
first was a daytime shift with Trooper 
Rhonda Zeller, a veteran of the force 
for over two decades, who originally got 
into this line of work “to get out of the 
house,” as she put it.
 We met at the WSP office near Sea-
Tac Airport, where I signed a waiver, 
received instructions on what to say on 
their radio should there be an emergency,  
and was told that I must stay inside her 
vehicle at all times. Soon we set off to 
see what the day would bring.
 Our first task was to check the I-5 
Sea-Tac rest area in Federal Way, an  
unusually large one in an urban interstate  
corridor with very few such stops. Camping  
is allowed there for up to eight hours 
instead of the usual four and it has truck  
scales, making it a heavily trafficked area.  
But many homeless people also live in 
their vehicles here, and the Washington 
Department of Transportation (DOT) 
has asked WSP for help in monitoring 
the area and politely asking people to 
move on if they have overstayed. With 
few other places to go, the homeless  
return because they feel safer here, and 
the WSP understands this and does not 
aggressively harass or arrest.
 Prostitution and drug activity have 
also skyrocketed, and indeed, we saw 
suspicious exchanges between a man 
and a woman who kept switching in and 
out of two different vehicles that had 
plainly been parked there for some time. 
It turns out that a rest area often has 
quite a life of its own that goes unnoticed  
by most of us passing through.
 We responded to several stalled and 
disabled vehicles. Ever seen those big 
push bars you see in the front of their 
vehicles? We used them that day to get  
one vehicle in the middle of a live lane— 
one of the most dangerous highway 
situations—safely off to the shoulder. 
Trooper Zeller said that many of these 
incidents are because of preventable 
vehicle maintenance issues—dead  

Driving in the Read World:
Riding Along with Washington State Patrol: Part I by Mi Ae Lipe

batteries, worn tires, running out of gas, 
and other mechanical failures. Officers 
don’t do fixes, but they do usually carry 
a can of gas and can help call the DOT 
or other roadside assistance services.
 The devil is in the details. Have you 
ever been pulled over and wonder why 
patrol vehicles park behind you at a 
slight angle with the wheels turned 
outward? It’s because traffic-fixated 
motorists sometimes get distracted and 
steer right into the scene; this way the 
patrol vehicle won’t hit full-on into the 
vehicle they’ve stopped behind. Officers 
also never position themselves or other 
people they’re talking to in between  
vehicles for this very reason. They’re also  

trained to lightly tap the left rear corners  
of the vehicles they’ve stopped to alert 
potentially intoxicated or impaired 
drivers and passengers of their approach 
and to avoid startling them.
 Later, we stopped one vehicle for 
windows tinted too darkly (the owner 
claimed he had just bought the car and 
hadn’t had a chance to bring them into 
legal compliance). Trooper Zeller took 
out her laser gun to see if we could catch  
any speeders, but for the most part traffic  
was too congested and we caught only 
one violator—a BMW driver (sorry) 
who said she had just gotten one a couple  
weeks before in California and blamed 
it on her fast car. Contrary to popular 
belief, the WSP gets only a single dollar 
for each speeding violation, so it is not  
a revenue generator for them.
 We did ticket a few motorists for not 
wearing seatbelts as well as illegal travel 
in the carpool lane. As might be expected,  
HOV (high-occupancy vehicle) violations  
are among the most-reported complaints  
(troopers contacted about 11,000 drivers 
each in 2016 and 2017, and about 400 of 
those in each year were repeat offenders).  
In fact, Trooper Zeller said some motor-
ists consider the time savings of using the  

At the WSP headquarters in Shelton.

WSP Unit 929 (Bellingham/Whatcom) parked at the Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office.
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Mi Ae Lipe is a citizen advocate 

living near Seattle, Washington. 

She blogs on Driving in the Real 

World, Tweets daily driving news 

and tips at @DrivingReal, and 

writes a regular column on street 

driving for BMW CCA’s Roundel 

magazine. She frequently collabo-

rates with government organiza-

tions, NGOs, and individuals. She 

and fellow citizen Mark Butcher 

are recipients of the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-

tration (NHTSA) 2017 Award for 

Public Service for their work in 

traffic safety in Washington State.

HOV lane without getting caught so 
worth it that they have a regularly monthly  
budget allotted for the $136 fines.
 Still, Trooper Zeller is usually reluctant  
to write tickets, especially for first-time  
violators. She feels that WSP’s goal 
should be to first educate rather than 
penalize. Yes, enforcement is necessary 
but raising awareness among motorists  
is a priority rather than punishing them, 
she says. Contrary to what our cynical 
assumptions might be, over and over I was  
struck by how careful and respectful the 
WSP officers I witnessed were in their 
interactions with people, something that 
is thoroughly ingrained in their cadet 
training and in fact, is part of the WSP 
motto— “Serve with Humility.”
 Another myth is that the WSP has to  
meet a certain ticket quota for different  
offenses. Nothing could be further from 
the truth, according to Trooper Zeller. 
They are, however, required to show 
that they are keeping busy throughout 

their shifts with relevant calls, and they 
must log every single stop and response 
in the laptops mounted in their vehicles. 
And there are always plenty of calls—
and each must be prioritized according 
to the severity of the issue and the avail-
ability of officers in the area. Still, by 
law, every civilian report and call must 
be followed up on in some form.
 Fortunately, no crashes happened 
that day on our shift in our area. But, of 
course, Trooper Zeller has seen more 
than her fair share of tragedy. “In a way, 
it’s so much easier when they’re already 
dead by the time you get to them,” she 
said wistfully, “than it is to watch them 
go.” As I took in the gravity of this quiet, 
matter-of-fact statement, I thought 
about it being repeated 565 times last 
year—the number of people who died in 
2017 in our state from traffic crashes.
In the next issue, I’ll cover what it’s like 
to go on a nighttime DUI patrol with the  
WSP—and just how bizarre it can get.

miae@drivingintherealworld.com

https://www.bmwbellevue.com
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The New 2019 3 Series

let’s face It, the 3 Series is the most 
important Series for BMW. For 40 years, 
the 3 Series has been the market leader, 
the car most competitors copy and, for 
much of that 40 years, has accounted 
for over half of BMW sales. There have 
been over 15 million 3 Series sold to 
date. With the proliferation of models, 
particularly Sports Activity Vehicles 
from X1 to X7, the 3 Series no longer 
makes up over 50 percent of BMW 
sales. But it is still the architype of the 
BMW breed. 
 A new BMW 3 Series is a big deal. In 
October, BMW introduced the seventh 
generation of the 3 Series, the G20. We’ll 
see it starting in spring 2019 and many 
of you will buy one. It will, of course, be 
the 3 Series, with many variations on the 
theme in terms of body styles, drivetrains,  
trim and options. 
 Every 3 Series has been successful. In 
fact, it has remained the world’s best-
selling premium car. BMW’s success 
as a company has been largely due to 
selling the 3 Series at premium prices 
in volumes usually associated with mass 
market cars. 
 The outgoing 3 Series is the F30/
F31/F34, which has been with us since 
2011. While an excellent car, particularly 
in M guise, the outgoing car has been 
criticized for being a bit soft and having 
steering lacking in feel. Other niggles 
have led to the competitors catching up 
with BMW. In fact, it is no longer com-
mon for the 3 Series to win comparison 
tests run by the various print and online 
magazines. 
 BMW has heard the complaints 
and whining. The G20 is meant to put 

the universe back on its proper axis. 
The first evaluation I’ve read from an 
independent source was Car magazine 
from England, generally thought to be 
the best car magazine in the world. They 
titled their article BMW’s ‘Perfect’ 3 
Series. I’ve never seen nor heard of a 
perfect car, but evidently the new 3er 
comes close. 
 The looks of the car won’t confuse 
anyone; it is clearly a BMW sedan. The 
car has grown—again—but is lighter 
than its predecessor. But the real key 
is the renewed emphasis on the driving 
experience. Dynamics are sharp and the 
car is said to be fun to drive. All-in-all, 
the new 3 flatters the driver. 
 Rear drive remains the default but 
all-wheel-drive will be offered across 
the Series. Autonomous tech is built in 
but the car is meant to be driven. 

Engine Choices
As with all modern BMWs, the model 
number isn’t a reflection of displacement;  
it is power and torque that set the 
hierarchy of model names. The 330i gets 
the familiar 2.0-liter inline four-cylinder 
with 255 horsepower now and torque 
peaking at 295 lb-ft. That’s in increase of 
seven horsepower and 37 lb-ft, compared  
to the 2018 predecessor. A twin-scroll 
turbocharger continues to be used. Zero 
to 60 mph comes in 5.6 seconds. Not so 
long ago that was supercar time. And 
this is the base 330i Sedan.
 At or soon after introduction, there 
will also be two M Performance models 
offered, the M340i and M340i xDrive. 
These two get the inline six-cylinder 
engine with 382 horsepower and 369 lb.-
ft of torque. Zero to sixty is 4.2 seconds 
for the M Performance twins. M Perfor-
mance models will get chassis tuning, 
an M Sport rear differential and should 
make it tough on the M engineers who 
will have to surpass these numbers with 
the new M3 version. We won’t see that 
before 2020. 
 An iPerformance model with the latest  
plug-in hybrid drive will be available 
soon after launch.

Transmission
The only transmission offered is the eight- 
speed automatic with paddle shifters. 
The rumor is that there will be a manual 
option for the M3 (codenamed G80). 
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by David Lightfoot

The kidneys are bigger and tied into the headlights but you won’t confuse this with 
anything else but a BMW 3 Series.

The clean and purposeful interior will feel at home to anyone with a modern BMW. 



 Quarter 1, 2019 ZüNDFOLGE 15www.bmwpugetsound.com

The BMW kidney grills keep evolving. 
The latest versions are bigger and the 
top portion of the infilled area leans 
back, into the hood.

The other rumor is that the M3 will be  
offered with sDrive (rear-drive) as standard  
and xDrive (all-wheel-drive) as an option. 

M3 Version
Don’t expect the M3 to be offered until 
the 2020 model year. However, the 
M340i and M340i xDrive have already 
been announced. This seems to be the 
new pattern with the M Performance 
cars coming out with the base models, 
followed by the full-on M Cars later. 

Chassis
Chassis stiffness has been increased by 
25 percent. Weight distribution remains 
50:50. Length is up a little and track is 
increased substantially. The center-of-
gravity has been lowered compared to 
the last generation. Emphasized in the 
press release, the “lift-related dampers 
are part of the car’s standard chassis 
and make a major contribution to the 
unique balance of sportiness and com-
fort—unrivalled by any other manufac-
turer.” That sounds great; if I only knew 
what “lift-related dampers” were. I 
know dampers are shock absorbers. But 
what is “lift-related?” 
 The press release says that lift-re-
lated dampers have main and auxiliary 
springs and internal hydraulic bump 
stops. The latter allow for progressively 
increasing pressure inside the shock. 
I guess this is a new technology and 
a BMW first. The result is a passive 
(rather than adaptive) shock but with 
substantial improvements in vehicle 
dynamics. Simpler and better is good. 

 Other items of note related to the 
chassis, or perhaps we should say uni-
body. Weight has been reduced by 121 
pounds despite the new car being larger. 
More aluminum parts are used. The 
drag coefficient is an astonishing 0.26. 

Styling
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, of 
course, but this is a good-looking car. 
I suspect it may be criticized for being 
a bit timid in the evolution from the 
previous model. It does have to last for 
seven years with nothing more than a 
refresh of the lights in about three years. 
 The interior styling will be familiar 
to any BMW owner. The instruments 
directly in front of the driver are very 
similar to the 5 and 8 Series. Generally, 
the dash has been simplified a bit and 
the materials have been upgraded a 
notch. 

Electronics
The new 3 Series will be loaded with 
electronics including lane departure 
warning, Active Cruise Control, Active 
Guard Collision, Pedestrian Warning 
with City Braking function and, finally, 
Blind Spot Detection. Just like a Toyota 
Camry. 
 BMW is very proud to introduce the 
BMW Intelligent Personal Assistant, 
which responds to the prompt, “Hey 
BMW.” Your BMW version of Siri or 
Alexa will learn your routines and 
habits, and is subsequently able to apply 
them in the appropriate context. You’ll 
be able to say, “Hey BMW, I’m cold” 

and the car will adjust the temperature 
to your preferred temperature. I hope it 
works better than the voice activation 
in my M2, where the nav system always 
wants to take me to New York. Usually I 
just get frustrated and use my phone. 
 You’ll also be able to ask your BMW 
Intelligent Personal Assistant about 
the vehicle (How is the oil level?) or 
to explain the vehicle’s systems. The 
press release always refers to the BMW 
Intelligent Personal Assistant as a 
male. I don’t know whether this can 
be changed. I can’t wait to see how the 
2019 Personal Assistant sounds in 2029; 
probably like having a 286 computer 
embedded in the dash. 
 By the way, the standard system for 
the BMW Live Cockpit is iDrive 6.0. 
But you can upgrade to a bigger screen 
and iDrive 7.0. I gotta tell ya, my 2017 
M2 has iDrive 7.0 and feels about five 
years behind my wife’s 2018 Kia. BMW, 
there ought to be joint venture where 
you could get some help in this area. 
Or, better yet, just let us run our phones 
through the in-dash monitor, like Apple 
CarPlay or Android Auto. I have a 
feeling the new 3 Series will be bought 
by millions in spite of the electronic 
interface. 

Pricing
The 2019 330i arrives with a base price 
of $40,250 plus $995 destination charge. 
The 330 xDrive Sedan will start at 
$42,250 plus $995 destination. Pricing 
for the M Performance models has not 
been announced. 

The G20 looks a lot like the outgoing model, but that’s not a bad thing.
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on october 16, 2018, BMW launched 
the first-ever BMW X7, the pinnacle 
of BMW’s X Sport Activity Vehicle 
lineup. The BMW X7 builds on the class 
leading comfort, handling, safety and 
technology of all the previous BMW X 
Sport Activity Vehicle model lines that 
have been produced at Plant Spartanburg  
since 1999. 
  The 2019 BMW X7 offers standard 
three-row seating for seven with optional  
second-row Captain’s Chairs offering a  
more exclusive seating arrangement for  
six. Standard two-axle air suspension, 
21-inch alloy wheels and advanced 
driver assistance systems ensure that the 
new BMW X7 lives up to expectations 
of style, driver engagement, passenger 
comfort and all-leather and all-terrain 
capability. 
 For the first time, BMW customers 
will have the opportunity to pre-order 
the first-ever BMW X7 online through 
www.BMWUSA.com. Customers will 
be able to select a participating dealer 
of choice and complete their pre-order 
deposit transaction online via their mobile  
device or from the comfort of their home.  
Their selected dealer will then reach out  
to them to finalize the options and colors  
of their BMW X7. Customers who 
pre-order online will also enjoy priority 
vehicle production. 

BMW X7 Exterior:  
A New Dimension in Luxury 
BMW has pulled back the covers on a 
new definition of automotive luxury. The 
BMW X7 blends presence, exclusivity  

and spaciousness with the versatile and  
agile driving properties customers would  
expect from a BMW Sports Activity 
Vehicle (SAV). The newest and largest  
model in the BMW X line-up uses out-
standing powertrain options and chassis 
technology, plus generous levels of 
space in each of its three rows of seats, 
a luxurious ambience and advanced 
equipment features, to deliver unparal-
leled experiences for the driver and 
passengers. 
 BMW’s new design language brings 
the modern elegance characteristic of the  
brand’s luxury-segment models to the 
exterior of the BMW X7, and adds visual  
poise, assurance and an overriding sense 
of authority. The BMW X7 represents the  
next stage in the premium carmaker’s 
ongoing model offensive in the luxury 
segment. 

 The expansive exterior dimensions 
of the BMW X7 take luxury to a new 
level. At 203.3 inches in length, 78.7 
inches wide and 71.1 inches tall, and 
with a wheelbase of 122.2 inches, the X7 
displays harmonious proportions and 
establishes itself as the new head of the 
BMW X model family. The versatile 
functionality of the new BMW X7 is 
highlighted by its 8.7 inches of ground 
clearance. 
 The sizeable dimensions of the new 
BMW X7 are also expressed at the rear, 
which is broken up by horizontal lines 
and bordered by vertical separating edges.  
The slim LED rear lights provide a clear 
segmentation of the rear. Bridging the 
space between the two units is a chrome 
bar—a design cue only previously 
encountered at the rear of the BMW 7 
Series luxury sedan. 

X7 Debuts
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This view shows the remarkable good looks of the biggest bimmer. 

This photo clearly show the three rows of seats.
The two-tone leather looks beautiful, but the soccer team 
might be a little hard on it.
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 (I’ve seen the X7 in person. It is a 
beautiful vehicle with very nice propor-
tions. The only thing about the exterior 
styling likely to give people pause is 
those front kidneys, which are huge. They 
don’t look as bad in person but they are 
still going to take some getting used to.  
–Editor)

BMW X7 Interior:  
More Space for an Exclusive Ambiance 
The impressive open expanse of the BMW  
X7 interior brings a new sensation of 
space to the luxury segment. The three 
rows of seats treat the driver and pas-
sengers to an exceptional feeling of 
roominess within the X7’s elegantly 
appointed interior surroundings. Expan-
sive surfaces and clean structures give 
the instrument panel a modern look 
and its lines flow smoothly into the door 
panels. Large trim surfaces framed with 
electroplated accents on the instrument 

panel and center console enhance the 
interior’s elegant and exclusive aura. 
 Grouped together clearly in the 
center console are the iDrive Controller, 
newly designed gear selector, the start/
stop button, the Driving Experience  
Control switches, electronic parking brake  
switch and controls governing the settings  
for the air suspension and optional off-
road modes. The control panel for the 
standard 4-zone climate control system 
also has a new modern design. 

Even with all the seats in use, there is  
a reasonable cargo space.

With the seats stowed, the cargo area  
is huge. 

The rear styling is crisp and clean  
despite the obvious girth. Continued on page 18

https://bristowsauto.com
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 A standard three-panel electronically  
controlled panoramic glass sunroof floods  
the interior with light. Combined with 
the large windows, the new BMW X7  
offers a very open airy environment 
to all vehicle occupants, irrespective 
of which seat they are in. Electrically 
controlled sliding headliner shades are 
standard for the front, center and rear 
sunroof with the third-row passengers 
having their own controls for the rear 
sliding shade.
 The roominess and versatility of the 
interior is underlined by the standard 
fitment of three rows of seats (offering 
space for seven people). The two pas-
sengers in the third row can settle into 
full-size seats that are fully capable of 
accommodating adult passengers over 
longer journeys. Comfort levels here 
are enhanced by an additional rear glass 
sunroof panel, cup holders and armrests 
integrated into the side panel trim. 

and backrest angles—is electric for the 
first, second and third row of seats. The 
backrests of the seats in the second 
and third rows can be folded down and 
raised electrically via switches located 
on the driver’s side as you enter through 
the rear doors and in the cargo area. 
The seats in the second row can also be 
tilted forward fully to make getting in 
and out as easy as possible for third-row 
passengers. The second-row seats can be 
returned to their upright position at the 
touch of a button, at which point child 
seats can be fixed in place securely and 
easily using the ISOFIX attachments.

Power and Performance 
The new 2019 BMW X7 launches with a 
choice of two updated gasoline engines. 
Heading up the range is the BMW X7 
xDrive50i, with an extensively updated 
4.4-liter V8 engine. A 3.0-liter inline six-
cylinder engine, found under the hood 
of the new BMW X7 xDrive40i rounds 
out the model line-up. All engines chan-
nel their power through an eight-speed 
Steptronic transmission, while BMW 
xDrive intelligent all-wheel drive is on 
hand to ensure that power is transferred 
into secure progress—on or off road. 
 The BMW TwinPower Turbo technol-
ogy in both gasoline engines features 
turbocharging, High Precision Injection, 
VALVETRONIC fully variable valve 
timing and Double-VANOS variable 
camshaft timing. 
 The new engine’s peak torque of 479 
lb-ft is available over a broad rev range 
from 1,500 to 4,750 rpm, while its maxi-
mum output of 456 hp is on tap between 
5,250 and 6,000 rpm. This formidable 
pulling power is available early and 
doesn’t let up, resulting in a 0 to 60 mph 
time of 5.2 seconds. The new BMW X7 
xDrive40i accelerates from 0 to 60 mph 
in 5.8 seconds. 

 The power unit fitted in the new 
BMW X7 xDrive40i boasts the free-
revving ability inherent in all inline 
six-cylinder engines from BMW, plus 
a wonderfully eager response. The 
3.0-liter engine employs a single twin-
scroll turbocharger and direct injection 
technology whose maximum pressure of 
5,076 psi ensures the fuel is delivered in 
extremely precise doses. The straight-six 
generates its maximum output of 335 hp 
between 5,500 and 6,500 rpm, while the 
peak torque 330 lb-ft is available from 
1,500 to 5,200 rpm. The new BMW X7 
xDrive40i accelerates from 0 to 60 mph 
in 5.8 seconds. 

Eight-speed Steptronic transmission: 
more seamless and integrated 
Both engine variants of the new BMW 
X7 are linked to an improved version 
of the eight-speed Steptronic transmis-
sion, whose wider ratio spread and new 
control electronics help to increase the 
powertrain’s overall efficiency. 

Color Palette and Interior Features 
The all-new 2019 BMW X7 will offer a 
choice of six popular existing and brand-
new colors at launch, including non- 
metallic Alpine White and metallic paints  
in Carbon Black with M Sport Package, 
Black Sapphire, Mineral White, Arctic 
Grey and Vermont Bronze. Three more 
colors will be introduced as of April 2019  
production, including Jet Black, Dark 
Graphite, and Phytonic Blue. 
 The X7 xDrive40i comes standard 
with Black SensaTec or a choice of 
nine premium Vernasca and Extended 
Merino Leathers. The X7 xDrive50i 
features standard Vernasca leather  
interior in Black, Canberra Beige, Coffee  
or Cognac with the option to upgrade to 
an Extended Merino Leather interior  
in Black, Ivory White, Coffee or Tartufo. 
A two-tone Ivory White/Navy Blue Full 
Leather Merino interior, with a Navy-
Blue leather dashboard and a Navy Blue  
Alcantara headliner, can be specified for 
both models. 
 (The two-tone White/Navy leather  
interior on the launch vehicle was stunning.  
–Editor)
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X7 Debuts

X7 cupholders can warm or cool your 
drinks. How did we live before this?

The mildly revamped center console 
controls. 

Continued from page 17

 The standard second row configuration  
offers seating for three. Alternatively, 
two extremely comfortable individual 
Captain’s Chairs can be specified for the 
middle row as an option. These comfort 
seats offer the same range of adjustments  
as the seats for the driver and front 
passenger. The individual seats for the 
second row also feature integrated 
armrests and comfort cushions. Two 
second-row seats with a space between 
them represent a first for a BMW SAV 
and create an exceptionally luxurious 
ambience in the rear compartment. The 
space between the individual seats also 
provides an access route to the third row. 
 In either standard or optional con-
figuration, the second-row seats in the 
X7 slide fore and aft through 5.7 inches 
of travel. Adjustment of the fore/aft 
position—like all other seat positions 
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