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Ms. Ramirez’s class enjoys physical education in our new multi-purpose room!

*Important Dates to Remember*
Friday, October 8: Crazy 8’s Day! Wear your PS 8 gear

Monday, October 11: Indegenous Peoples’ Day-School Closed

Tuesday, November 2: Election Day-Fully Remote School Day

November 11: Veteran’s Day-School Closed

November 18: Parent Teacher Conference Day-Half day for children 11:30am
dismissal-lunch before dismissal



Dear PS 8 Kindergarten Families,

September has flown by and kindergartners have made great strides as they acclimate
themselves to PS8.  We are learning LOTS about classroom procedures and rules, letters
and sounds, counting and calendars, and most importantly, being a supportive, helpful
member of a classroom community.  Thank you all for your good wishes and enthusiasm as
we begin this year.

Please take a few moments to read through the newsletter.  The information gives you a
strong understanding of the current curriculum content as well as tips to support your child
at home.

Sincerely,

Ms. Claus, Ms. Kozeta, Mr. Levy, Mr. Malik, Ms. Ramirez, Ms. T

A quick glance at this month

Reading

Phonemic Awareness

Kindergartners have really taken to our phonemic awareness curriculum, Heggerty.  We
are launching Weeks 4-7 this month.  Children are learning the following phonological
skills:

● Hearing and identifying rhyming words
● Isolating the initial and final sound in a word
● Blending, adding, deleting and substituting words in compound words
● An alphabet drill to teach all letter names and sounds
● Counting the words in a sentences

As the month progresses, children will begin to blend, segment, add and delete
syllables in words.

To learn more about the program, visit https://heggerty.org/. You can also play some of
these Phonemic Awareness Games to help support your child at home.

Phonics/Word Study

Kindergarten students are continuing to work in Unit 1, which is 12 weeks long and
introduces each of the 26 letters in the alphabet.  Children learn the names, the sounds

https://heggerty.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dalOD_zyqhIZPcXnbNd5yjDj0wKMr-VIfEVaYvrT59s/edit?usp=sharing


and the proper lowercase letter formation.  This month, children will be introduced to
their first vowel letters - i, u, o and a.  Once the first vowel is introduced and taught,
children will begin to blend letters into simple CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words
such as fin, fun, man, mob, etc.  For more information about FUNdations please use the
following links:

Home Support Unit 1

Home Support Unit 1 Video

Ms. Kozeta’s kindergartners are working hard at learning the order of the alphabet and
identifying letter names and sounds with our FUNdations magnetic boards.

Writing Focus
In our first writing unit, Launching the Writing Workshop , children are writing teaching books
about topics they know and love well!  During the workshop, they learn the writing process:
getting an idea, sketching, labeling and writing words the best they can, and revising their
pieces to teach even more.  Writing workshop leans heavily on our Heggerty and
FUNdations work as children work hard to transfer their beginning knowledge of letters and
sounds into their writing work.  Later in the month, children will continue informational
writing with a unit called Show and Tell. This unit invites children to bring in and write about

https://hub.wilsonacademy.com/sharelink/e508b788-7ad4-4d71-92aa-82be0931f508
https://hub.wilsonacademy.com/sharelink/ce78d84c-1fe7-438b-9e18-c03067ad6ce2


their most prized possessions!  It also facilitates building community as students learn more
and more about each other's preferences.  Be on the lookout for a letter from your
classroom teacher with further information.

Math
Our math program, Bridges, begins with a whole group lesson and then transitions into math
workplaces.  Children have the opportunity to explore math manipulatives and play math
games that reinforce the work taking place as a class.  This month we are continuing to
focus on a variety of counting skills, writing numerals 0-10, developing a solid sense of 5 and
10, and creating and extending patterns.

Please read the Bridges Unit 1 Family Letter for more information here.

During math workplaces, children play math learning games while working
cooperatively with a partner!

Social Studies
Kindergartners are continuing a study of their school community.  They are learning:

● What are rules and why are they important?
● How do rules in our community help us?
● What are classrooms and how are they organized?
● Who are the people that make up our school community, and what are their jobs

like?

Students will be engaged in interviews with PS 8 staff members to understand how each
member of our community is valued and respected for the work they do.

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/family/PAR-BR0-U1.pdf


Science
During the month of October, we will be launching our first unit in Science in our Amplify
Science curriculum.. Unit 1 will focus on the needs of plants and animals.  To kick off this unit,
Kindergarteners will be planting daffodil bulbs in our PS 8 garden.

Amplify science poses a real life problem to engage students as they learn about science
content.  In this unit, students help a group of children figure out why there are no more
monarch caterpillars in a community garden and how to bring them back. Students conduct
hands-on investigations to figure out what plants need in order to live and thrive. They ask
questions and learn about the system of plants and animals that live together in a habitat.
They figure out patterns in the life cycles of living things by reading and analyzing
photographs.  This unit will continue through November.

Everyone loves choice time!

Contact us… Please email your child’s teacher if you have any questions.


