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I  am a Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeon  and use the app on both my 
iPad and iPhone to help patients see and understand the problems that they have 
with their heart and how we plan on repairing the problem surgically. When the 
problem is repaired I can then use the app to show the patient and family what we 
did in surgery. This has helped the patients and in some cases even the nursing 
staff and referring physicians better understand how these cardiac problems were 
repaired. 

  Open heart surgery is obviously a very stressful time for patients and family 
and this app better than any other means helps relieve this stress to some degree 
by providing a visual real time  3D-type image that is easy to understand and 
anatomically accurate. There is less fear and anxiety when people better 
understand a problem.

 I use the iPad version in the office and have used the iPhone version at the 
patient’s bedside in the hospital. Many times my nurses will use my iPhone to 
take pictures of the heavily diseased valve or aorta that I removed/ replaced at 
surgery and these pictures coupled with the Heart Pro app are very helpful after 
surgery for the patient, family, and nurses and other doctors that are involved in 
the patient’s care. 

 I recently had a patient that used the app after seeing it in the office and emailed 
me one of the illustrations from the app with a question that I could easily answer 
with an email and the patient did not have to wonder or worry about a question 
that would have been very difficult to ask without the illustration from the app. 
This allowed better patient care and understanding.

  I have also been able to use the app teaching our OR staff so they better 
understand the operation that we need to do and they in turn can provide better 
help in assisting with the corrective surgery. I also use it with the nurses that will 
be involved with the patients’ post op care and this has helped improve the post 
op care that the patients receive.

 “ There is less fear and anxiety when people better 
understand a problem.”


