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Part

1 Zechariah’s Song

First there is the silence of God 
 Zechariah and Elizabeth were both good people who pleased God. They did 
 everything the Lord commanded, always following his instructions 
 completely. But they had no children. Elizabeth could not have a baby, and 
 both of them were very old.    — Luke 1:6-7, ERV

God breaks the silence
 Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
 are to call him John.        — Luke 1:13, NIV

Zechariah becomes silent
 Now, listen! You will not be able to talk until the day when these things 
 happen.         — Luke 1:20, ERV

Breaking the silence with a song 
 Because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to 
 us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness
                    — Luke 1:78-79, NIV

Memory verse:  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has 
come to his people and redeemed them.               — Luke 1:68, NIV

Recommended Reading:  Luke 1
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Zechariah’s Song
Luke 1:67-79

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a horn[a] of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us—
to show mercy to our ancestors
    and to remember his holy covenant,
    the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people the knowledge of salvation
    through the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
to shine on those living in darkness
    and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”


