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November 17, 2020 
 
Dear ALC Parents, Families, and Friends, 
 
This year we are experiencing a holiday season unlike anything we have ever seen. COVID-19 has 
changed and rearranged our world, and we are all coping with it as best we can.  Yet we at ALC work to 
make the best of it and extend to each and every one of you wishes for a happy and healthy holiday 
season and a much-improved 2021.  As always, we wish a special welcome to our newest families. Our 
wish for the season is for ALC to continue to maintain and enhance the lives of the people we support 
within a safe and healthy environment.  As always, the generous contributions by you, our parents, 
family members, and friends are an important part of our being able to do this. 
 
This has been a good year at ALC, despite the pandemic and its threats and related rigors.  We 
continue to provide the best services possible to the men and women we support even in these 
challenging times.   For over 30 years, we have stayed true to our mission of supporting individuals 
with neuro-developmental and related disabilities to live and work as independently as possible in our 
community.  We currently serve 48 adults in our community living program with a growing waiting list 
due primarily to the fact that the pandemic caused another local program similar to ours to close its 
doors.  While safe practices have caused us to modify our day program to an online format, we are still 

safely providing in-person services in the areas of independent living skills training, medication 
monitoring, exercise and nutrition, and job support, all the while making the program “person-

centered” to each individual.  One downside of the pandemic is that our supported employment 
program has been significantly impacted as so many individuals have lost their jobs since March.  We 
are so proud of our amazingly able and caring staff who have held fast during the pandemic, continuing 
to develop their own person-centered support skills through training and coaching. As many of you 
know, we implemented a pay increase to reward these efforts during these difficult times.   

 
Each year our end of the year appeal is critical in enhancing our program and services and to meet a 

significant need or needs.   Thanks to your amazing generosity, in past years, we have been able to 
purchase a new vehicle, expand our employment program, and buy a new roof.  Last year the annual 
appeal raised money for painting and repairing our building which has given us a new, fresh and bold 
look! 
 

This year our focus in on the mental health needs of the people we support.   COVID has significantly 
impacted all of us and this is even truer for the people we support.   The increased isolation, loss of 
jobs and volunteer opportunities, disruption to their routines and anxiety over this pandemic has taken 
its toll.  That is why we believe it is the perfect time to hire a part-time Clinical Coordinator.   An 
experienced, licensed professional who is available to provide training and consultation to our staff as 

well as someone who is able to teach critical self-help and stress reduction classes to the people we 
support is more needed now than ever before.   
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As 2020 comes to a close, we are asking you to support ALC through a year-end donation. We are 
always pursuing other funding avenues and will continue to do so, but we need your support as well.  
Each year’s contributions, large or small, will have a huge impact on our ability to provide exceptional 
services to this exceptional group of women and men.  Enclosed is a donor form/reply envelope for 
your use.  (You may also donate on our website:  www.alc-ca.org) 
 

Thank you so very much for your generosity.  We wish you all a most happy holiday season and New 
Year. 
 
Sincerely,  

Stuart Gilliam                                Donna Feingold                                                                              

President, Board of Directors                                Executive Director 
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