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e » Escape from Kabul: The Final Days

 New Zealand, an Adventurers Paradise
« $10 Exams, The New Health Chiropractic Center's 10 Year Anniversary

» The Joy of Greek Wine
« Martinez Sturgeon Baseball: Season Begins. Hosts Wanted
« Mother's Day Treats, Movies, Books, Concerts, Calendar and more...

32nd Bay Are, Hav 21, 28 & 29 Discount
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g Mt. Diablo High School, 2450 Grant St. e
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KidFest’s low admission price includes
unlimited access to:

Non-stop live family stage entertainment
Meet Pete the Cat & Llama Llama
Kids Town America » Bike Rodeo

FriendLy
@ SouThern
b’ll J s 2 HOSPFTQUT‘Y! BUY ONE ENTREE AND TWO DRINKS AT

REGULAR PRICE AND GET THE SECOND
‘.‘ ENTREE OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

PLUS Arts & Crafts Marketpl A = : = : .." LY, WhO'S You 0
s raits viarke ace —
20 Rides # 2 Food Couri'zs first 500 HUCKLebe‘\‘\‘y . 9
www.KidFestConcord.com families

OQpen 7am-3pm, 7 Days . 4391 Treat Blvd., Concord, CA, 94521

Sea Lion Splash allows you to meet these
beautiful creatures up close all day

3 Shows daily: The Silver Starlets aerial
acrobatic show & Python Ron’s Reptile Kingdom

Kids" art and sports activities all day

Inflatable slides and crawls
Offer expires 5/31/23 - Cencord Location Only



https://subscribepage.io/RVzeTJ
http://www.kidsfestconcord.com
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Notes

Misty Bruns, author of the column “A
Walk through Time”, is passionate about
her research. I have never really put much
thought into what goes into her articles.
She visits local cemeteries and graveyards
and takes note of headstones, especially
of the 1800s and thus a story-to-be told
begins.

By David King

“Graveyards are around churches,
cemeteries are not,” she points out. “As
a kid, my mom and I would often visit
cemeteries,” she says. They would learn
the names, read the epitaphs, and the
dates. “We always found it interesting.”

Misty says she has ancestors buried in
Rose Hill Cemetery at Black Diamond
Mines. I visited Rose Hill. Iread the
names and dates engraved on the
headstones and then in a morbid math
exercise, I figured out the age of each
person buried, and moved on.

But for Misty, that’s not enough. She
wants to know their story. How did they
live, how were they known. Her research
begins by finding nuggets of information
wherever she could, turning them into
pieces of a puzzle. “You can gather a lot of
information just from a headstone.”

To gather enough information to build
what she feels is a complete story to tell
may take her months, and in some cases
years. The research is all basically done
Online.

Misty is a volunteer photographer for
FindAGrave.com. This communal website
helps families find the whereabouts of
ancestors as they discover their genealogy.
She can upload a name or photo of a
gravesite and see if it has been previously
recorded. Other tools she uses are
Family Search (compiled by the Mormon
Church), Census records, and old archives

Tales From
the Grave

of newspapers, magazines and other
publications.

“I feel a great pride in researching and
putting the pieces together of who the
person was and connecting them to a
family. It’s really fulfilling for me.”

In today’s edition, on page 18 Misty
tells the story of Katie Aiken. “I have seen
this broken headstone for years.” Katies
stone had her parent initials birth and
died dates. Since Katie was born and had
died between census, Misty was able to
search census records of her parents, and
discovered Katie also had brothers and
sisters. The story thickens.

The Antioch Library online has
newspaper clippings from Contra Costa
Gazette from 1860-1922, Antioch Ledger
18870-1922 as well as others. Misty
searches for are any published notification
of the persons death.

In Katie’s case there was none. So,
Misty searched her last name, for any
information to come up, which she was
able to find one report of Katies school
record. And that was clues to several
paths for which Misty was able to tell a
Katie story. “It’s hard work but I enjoy
putting the pieces together was able to
put this nearly forgotten girl’s name back
in the universe.” Now Katie and family
are connected on the internet for future
inquiries.

With Katie it probably took a year to
connect her to a family with a story that
could be told. The internet has certainly
made such research a lot easier.

Thank you, Misty, your column is always
fascinating.

Graduation Cakes

and Cookies!

Star Grad Theme

1848 W'Ilow Pass Rd Concnrd

Don'’t pass
us by

Your financial future
starts here.

No matter where life takes you, we have
the right product to help get you there.

Here's how you benefit:
High-yield savings and certificates
Low-rate loans
Free checking
Convenient online and mobile banking

Local, friendly service at four
Bay Area locations

Visit safeamerica.com to discover
what a credit union can do for you.

X x X
YEARS ﬁ/*
*70 SafeAmerica

Credit Union

'l‘ INSURANCE
* Your savings insured to $500,000 per account. By member this institution is
not federallv insured. or insured by anv state government.



http://www.diablogazette.com
http://www.fb.com/DiabloGazette
http://safeamerica.com/
http://www.alpinepastry.com

otte Q otte
Diablo ay 20 0 08-0990 e« dailabloga g 0

City of Clayton Presents The 16th Annual

CONCERTS
N THE CROVE

EVERY OTHER SATURDAY
MAY 13 - SEPT. 16 | 6:00 - 8:30P.M.

MAY 13 | CROSSMAN CONNECTION
I Country Hits Old and New

MAY 27 | ROD THE MOD

Rod Stewart Tribute Band

JUNE 10 | VYBE SOCIETY
Top 40 Hits

JUNE 24 | PRIDE AND JOY
7 Hits from 60’s to 80’s

JULY 8 | FOREVERLANLC

Michael Jackson, 14-man tribute band

JULY EE\‘LI,‘CH":AGD TRIBUTE AUTHORITY
j’f«‘/ Chicago tribute band

AUG. 5 | HOUSEROCKERS

Best hits 60's, 70’s, 80’s and beyond

AUG. 19 | FLEETWOOD MASK

Fleetwood Mac Tribute Band

. " SEPT. 2 | ALAMEDA ALL STARS
- Celebrating Gregg Allman

. SEPT. 16 | EAST BAY MUDI
0 Classic Soul and R&B

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors!

= __

W 8 e &

Pl REPUBLIC ' OAKHURST
SERVICES

All About Maintenance « Bradburn Dentistry « Rachel Calloway, DOS = CBCA
Chick Boss ¢ Clayton Farmhouse = Ecomulch = Ed's Mudville Grill
Estates by Wendy Moore * Hair's the Place » La Veranda Café
Leigh Klock Homes * Maresi's Chophouse = Sip N’ Sweet
Skipolini's = Sky Power Solar « State Farm Insurance
Travis Credit Union ¢ Village Market

A

¢ For more information about the Concerts in the U_ o

Grove series, please visit the City website or 2! _
ClaytonConcerts.org. Scan the QR code shown here - :ﬁf :
to donate to support Concerts this year! (O ¥
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@\ The Naked @
w David George, UC-Cerhf:ed
~/ Master Gardener

Gardening can be serious work
this time of year. Digging, planting,
weeding, and hauling bags of this and
that. Your back health especially can
be a victim of this springtime toil. But
there are other injuries lurking in the
bushes and planters. Taking care of
your physical health while gardening
should be a top priority. My friend and
fellow Contra Costa Master Gardener,
Joie Spinelli recently reminded me of
some great gardening safety practices.

“The most frequent gardening
injuries are to the back and result from
bending over too far — never more
than a 30-degree angle.” Joie says.

“Or carrying too-heavy loads.” Also,
working with saws, axes, hatchets;
even shovels and hand tools in an
improper way or when they are not

goggles.

A young gcrdener lifting composf using a healthy back ongle

sharp can result in
serious injury. And
then there are falls
from extension or step
ladders. The ground is
pretty hard when you
hit it at full speed. One
of the most serious risks
for long-term injury is
from flying debris or
sprays getting into your
eyes, especially if you
are not wearing safety

Joie recommends
that you do most of
your planting work at
waist height, if possible,
either at a working table
or alongside a raised

You’ve Got Your Back

This careless gardener is causing undue risk of injury

bed. That

il minimizes
stooping

and bending

| injures to

= backs. Keep

W ladder use to

a minimum

by pruning

q your fruit

trees low so

top branches

@ are within

= arm’s reach.

Never use

ladders on

children.

uneven or mushy ground.

“And don’t forget to keep hydrated
during hot days by drinking plenty of
water,” Joie continues. “Dehydration
can creep up on you and affect your
decision-making.” Wear good-fitting
gloves when working with soil or tools,
but not with shredders because they
can pull your hand right in.

“All gardeners should
/ have zero tolerance for
accidents and injuries,”
Joie says. “Rely on help
and the right equipment
for the job, such as
wheelbarrows and carts for
heavy hauling. Keep hand
tools sharp, clean, and
used properly. And always
have a first aid kit nearby
for the inevitable blisters,
scrapes, and splinters.”

Thanks, Joie, for some
great advice for avoiding
serious injuries in the
garden. Gardening can be
fun when done safely.

For more detailed
online gardening health
and safety notes, go to:
https://safety.ucanr.edu/
Master_Gardener_Safety_
Resources/.

Happy World Naked
Gardening Day

This year’s memorable date is
May 6, when gardeners across the
planet immodestly celebrate their
close relationship with nature and
pick up a healthy dose of Vitamin D
(courtesy of the sun). Just Google it
for the exposing details (and some fun
photos.)

The Naked Gardener always
recommends not using poisonous
chemical pesticides, fungicides,
or herbicides to prevent harm to
untargeted plants, critters, pets, and

Email your comments and questions
to: NakedGardener@diablogazette.
com. In some cases, these may appear
in future columns.

B CVCHS NEWS

“"I Dave Fehte, Executive Director
a Clayton Valley Charter High Scho

With just over a month before the end of the 2023
academic year, CVCHS students have been busy
completing course projects, participating in athletic and
musical competitions, and getting ready for graduation.
I'd like to share a few highlights happening here and off-
campus.

Art Expo Displays Unique Talents

An annual tradition here at CVCHS is our Arts Expo. It
provides a great opportunity for our students to showcase
their unique talents outside of the classroom. This year,
CVCHS students exhibited numerous works encompassing
sculpture, graphic arts, photography, jewelry, painting,
drawing, video and mixed media.

The Art Expo is judged by local professional artists who

T y

carefully consider each entry and award cash
prizes as well as certificates and medals. CVCHS
is fortunate for the generosity of our sponsor,
Rotary Club of Concord/Clayton Valley, which
supports the Arts here at CVCHS. All student
exhibits will be posted online, and winners will
be announced in May.

Spring Athletic Teams Soar

You could say that our last semester of school
is coming down to the wire — and so are many
of our Spring athletic team competitions. I am
proud of our CVCHS student-athletes and what
they have accomplished this season. There are
many who deserve recognition, but none more
worthy than the 17 members

team who qualified for this
year’s Arcadia Invitational in
Southern California.

Our Girls 4x800 sprint medley took
first place with Isabelle Ruff helping to
secure the victory by going from fourth
to first in the last leg of the relay.

Our Boys 4x800 ran just under eight
minutes in the invitational heat placing
them in eighth out of 20 participating
teams. Additionally, all of our runners
and jumpers finished in the top 10

for each of their competitive events.
Congratulations to everyone on the
Track & Field team and our coaches
who help inspire our student-athletes
to be their best.

CVCHS Choirs Win Awards

In the musical competitions, the
CVCHS Choirs just completed a
fabulous six-day tour to New Orleans,
Louisiana (NOLA) over Spring
Break. Students competed in the
WorldStrides Heritage Festival held at
the University of New Orleans against
high school choirs from around the
country.

CVCHS choirs were thrilled to
receive the coveted Sweepstakes
Award for the highest overall point
average of any other choir program at

, Closing Out the CVCHS School Year

of the CVCHS Track & Field CVCHS Track & Field Team at the Arcadia Invitational

the festival.

The Women’s Ensemble took a gold medal, while
Concert Choir and Show Choir brought home silver awards.
Senior Sarah Andrews was awarded a prestigious Maestro
Award for her outstanding solo performance in “Change
the World.”

While in NOLA, students enjoyed a variety of activities
including a wetlands tour, riverboat jazz cruise, Cajun
cooking class, and a masquerade ball awards ceremony.
For many students, it was their first experience in the
South, and for others, their first airplane ride. And of
course, they ate a lot of beignets, gumbo, and jambalaya.

Seniors Determine Academic Futures on
Commitment Day

On the annual Commitment Day, CVCHS Seniors
celebrated the next steps toward their academic futures.
Each student wore sweatshirts, t-shirts, hats and other
apparel recognizing their commitment to continuing their
education at a four-year university, community college, the
military or vocational school.

Seniors gathered in the Upper Quad to acknowledge to
their families and the school community their intentions
for their post-high school journey. It was a wonderful
day for celebrating all of their accomplishments here at
CVCHS and making final preparations for our graduation
ceremony on June 1 at the Concord Pavilion.

Here’s to closing out another great Ugly school year.
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f ) Jennifer Stojanovich
) /) Realtor, Better Homes Realty

When to Sell Your Home
Depends on Many Factors

Deciding to sell your home can be a
big decision. It is important to consider
a variety of factors before putting your
home on the market. Timing is one of
the most important things to consider, as
the real estate market can fluctuate. This
can impact the price you end up getting
for your home. Here are some factors to
consider when deciding when the best
time is to sell your home.

One of the most significant factors
affecting the real estate market is
seasonal fluctuations. Spring and
summer tend to be the most popular
seasons to sell homes as the weather is
more pleasant, and people have more
free time to look for homes. Additionally,
families with children may prefer to
move during the summer months to
avoid disrupting the school year. Winter
can be a slower season for home sales
due to colder weather and the holiday
season, although in areas with mild
winters, it may not make a substantial
difference.

It is important to consider the state
of the economy when deciding when
to sell your home. In a strong economy
with low unemployment rates and high
consumer confidence, home prices tend
to rise.

In a weak economy, home prices
may decrease, and there may be fewer
buyers in the market. Currently, while
home values are starting to moderate,
they are still much higher than they were
just a few years ago. Now could be a
good time to see a sizable return on your
investment.

It is important to consider interest

rates when deciding when to sell your
home. Low-interest rates can make it
more affordable for buyers to purchase
homes, which can increase demand and
drive up prices.

Conversely, high-interest rates can
make it more difficult for buyers to afford
homes, which can decrease demand
and drive down prices. Interest rates for
mortgages have been climbing steadily
over the last year. But many experts
forecast that they will begin to drop this
year.

Local market conditions such as
the availability of jobs, schools, and
amenities in your area can all impact
the demand for homes. Additionally, the
availability of homes for sale in your area
can also affect the price you receive for
your home.

Finally, be sure to consider your
personal situation when deciding when
to sell your home. If you need to sell your
home quickly, you may need to price it
more competitively and sell it during a
slower market. Alternatively, if you have
the luxury of time, you may be able to
wait for a stronger market to sell your
home.

The best time to sell your home will
depend on a variety of factors, and
it is important to consult with a real
estate professional to help you make an
informed decision. They can help you
assess the current market conditions,
evaluate your personal situation, and
determine the optimal timing to sell your
home.

Compliments of VirtuaResults.net
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Knives * Apparel * Backpack and Transport Gear * Eye Wear * Flashlights & Gloves * Lighters and Fire Starters
LE Gear * Scissors and Shears * Self Defense Equipment * Tools (Axes, Multi tools, Machetes)

05:210-3312

STORE HOURS:
Monday - CLOSED
Tues. & Sun. 12P-4P;
Wed. - Sat. 11A-5P

Best Mother’s Day Gift
JP Bladeworks

Custom Kitchen Knives

www.knifeandtactical.com

1815 Broadway St. Concord

_| With this ad, maximum value $28
Single Knives $7 - $11 each. One coupon per customer.

1815 Broadway St. Concord  PH: 925-270-3812

BETTE R HOMES
REALTY
6160 Center St., Suite E, Clayton

1275 Shell Cir, Clayton

Fantastic “Willow™ model in Chaparral
Springs at Oakhurst Country Club with
views of Mt. Diablo. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths
approx. 1709sf. Full bedroom and bath on
main level.

3124 Wmdsor Pl Comurd -

Charming Single-Story Home 3 bedrooms,
2 baths approx 1143 sf with an attached
2-car garage. Level approx. .12 acre lot
features covered patio area great for
entertaining.

C@nsider it

LD/

Rarely Available "Grove" Model in Black
Diamond at Oakhurst Country Club backing
to 11th green with views of golf course and
Mt. Diablo. Updated with downstairs primary
bedroom and primary bath. 2 bed plus loft/op-
tional 3rd bed, 2.5 baths, approx. 1797sf,

1463 Indianhead Cir, Clayton

Stunning “Willow” Model in Chaparral |
Springs at Oakhurst Country Club backing
to golf course with 13th fairway and Mt.
Diablo views. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, approx.
1709sf. Downstairs bedroom and full bath.

Market Update - Clayton

Address Sales Price SFE Bed/Bath Sales Daie|
[1268 Shell Cir $807.000 [ 1709 [3/3 4/4/2023
| 1155 Moccasin Ct $921,000 | 1343 | 372 4/5/2023
|"403 Chupcan P $850,000 | 1939 | 3/3.5 /1272023
| 1199 Gamay Dr $975,000 | 2032 | 4/2.5 4/13/2023
| 10 Mt Alpine P $1,215000 [ 2141 |43 4/14/2023
| 1191 Shell Ln $835.000 | 1700 | 3/3 4/17/2023
| 935 Kenston Dr 51,185,000 1550 4/2 4/21/2023
Jennifer Stojanovich Markal liposie-Conoord,
- - Address Sales Price _SF___ Bed/Bath __ Sales Date|
Broker ['1313 Spring Meadow Ln $925 000 1588 [ 472 4/3/2023
(925)672-4433 | 3051 Treat Blvd #120 $340,000  [805 [ 1/1 4/4/2023
925-567-6170 - cell | 972 San Miguel 51,250,000 [2565 |4/3.5 4/6/2023
| 2073 La Orinda PI $1,021,500 [2152 [4/25 4/7/2023
; PRE #01446062 | 1641 Allegro Ave $750,000 | 1448|3725 4/13/2023
Jjennifer@bhrbroker.com 474 Baery Ct S1,150,000 |2349 |425 4/14/2023
www_jenniferstojanow'ch_com | 1412 Delaware Dr $820,000 1128 |32 4/18/2023

N A I(ITCHEN YOU LOVE

ENTERTAIN FRIENDS AND FAMILY

* Complete design service -
concept through construction drawings
¢ Top Quality craftsmanship
* Personalized material & product selection
* Firm start and finish dates
* 5-Year Written Guarantee

Transform
Your Home:

CREATE YOUR
. | DREAM BATHROOM

Call 877.734.6404 orvisit www.CareyBros.com REMODELING
to schedule your virtual or in-home design consultation CA State License #442880
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calendar of events

YOUR PARTNER IN BUSINESS
GREATER

CONCORD

CHAMBER oFf COMMERCE

bercom | (925) 685-1181

concordch
KCaD concordchamber.com

CLUBS

June 1, SIR Branch 19 )
Month’l Luncheon 11 AM with
a social hour and lunch. The
featured speaker will be Fred Fuld,
who will speak about Al, Space
Travel, and Robotics, SIR1s a
social organization of senior men
who get together and participate
in fun activities, such as golf,
bowling, bocci, hlkl_ng, dming out,
wine tasting, day trips, etc.. All are
welcome, Pittsburg Elks’ Lodge,
200 Marina Blvd., Pittsburg.

June 10, Classic Car Show
Eresented,b Walnut Creek
lks Lodge. Particpants
and Sponsors register now.
Sponsorship call Judy Godar
925-937-8995. Registration fee
$40 includes meal. A Eortion of
proceeds to benefit Elks charity

Erojects. Register Online at https://
poe1811.square.site/.

FARMERS’ MARKETS

Pacific Coast Farmers Market
Concord Todos Santos Plaza
Tuesdays, 9:00am to 2:00pm.
Thursdays 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Martinez Sundays, 9:00am to
2:00pm, 700 Main St.

Walnut Creek Kaiser 1425
South Main 10 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Fridays 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 E.m.,
Rossmoor Golden Rain Rd.
Saturdaysdgzooam.—lzpo pm.
Shadeands North Wiget Ln. and
Mitchell Dr. , Sunday 9:00 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. 1799 Locust St.

EVENTS

May 5-7, Concord Historical
Society’s Spring Tea and the
Concord Art Association’s Colors
of Spring Show,2 seatings a day,
11 and 2PM. Entry fee $50.
Concord Museum and Event
Center, 1928 Clayton Rd. Concord
https:/, concord 1stor1cal.or§/
events/spring-tea-save-the-date/

May 6, Bay Area SpringFest
2023 - Noon - 7PM. Bay Area
SpringFest celebrates the
beginning of spring with plants,
arts & crafts, music and food

in Downtown Concord at tree-
lined Todos Santos Plaza in the
largest city of upscale Contra
Costa County, free admission and
free nearby parking. There will

be music on the Todos Santos
stage, a variety of food vendors,
free activities for kids and myriad
shopping opportunities. 2175
Willow Pass Rd, Concord. https://
www.kidfestconcord.com/

May 6, Ruth Bancroft Annual

Gala, 5:00PM, Join us for our

— Journey Through the Garden —
come explore Ruth’s rare plants
and get to know more about the
curafed collection. This year we
will be highlighting plants native
to Latin America, https://www.
ruthbancroftgarden.org

May 7 - July 9, Sundays 1PM

- 41}71\Z Ga11>1’1 o Homey and
Gardens ,Admission: $5 Come
take a tour. No reservation is
required and starting now through
September the Concord Historical
Society has or%?nlzed a quilt
display throughout the rooms of
the Galindo home! 1721 Amador
Ave, Concord

Saturday Mag 13(,i Pleasant
Hill Garden Study Club
Pre-Mother’s Day Plant Sale,

9 am to 2 pm New - California
native plants, including native
milkweeds. Colorful flower

bowls, succulents galore, water-
wise perennials, plus herbs,
heirloom tomatoes, assorted other
vegetables, and more. For more
information, call 925—323{2731 ,
or go to www.Bhgsc.com: inslow
Center, 25(910 leasant Hill Road at
Taylor Blvd., Pleasant Hill.

May 18-21, Contra Costa,
County Fair, Thursday, Friday &
Sunday: Noon - 10 PM. Saturday:
Noon - 11 PM. Enjoy live music

on our Main Stage, entertaining
shows, Antioch &)eedway events,
fantastic fair food, traditional
exhibits, youth livestock, our NEW
AND FREE Family Fun Zone, and
more! Contra Costa Coun Event
Park, 1201 West 10th St., Antioch

Friday, Mal){r 1ﬁ, CVCHS
Induction Hall of Fame, at
the at Centre Concord (5298
Clayton Road Concord, CA)., The
event will start at 53:00pm with

a social (no host wine and beer),
followed by dinner at 6:30pm and
the induction ceremony at 7pm.
Tickets: https:/ [rb.g;ﬁjsfvym Adult
tickets are $50 each, Kids 12 and
under $25 each. Ticket(s) will be
mailed to you.

May 19 ?Sth Annual Ma}yor’s
Cup Golf Classic. 11AM- 1.
Concord Mayor Laura Hoffmeister,
Diablo Creek Golf Course’s Joe
Fernandez and staff, and George
Marshall and Dan Bieber from
Legends at Diablo Creek. The
event will support the charities
Concord Junior Giants, Concord
Ambassadors, and the First Tee of
Contra Costa Youth Golf Program.
Diablo Creek Golf Course at (925)
686-6266.Diablo Creek Golf
Course. 4050 Port Chicago Hwy.
Concord

20, AM Larks, Editor,
or, and Book Critic will
Il)_rgsent “Published! Tips and
ricks from an Indie Editor”
2PM. Larks will share advice on
submlttlngdto blqglsi, journals,
agents, and publishers.Tri-Valley
riters Chapter of the California
Writers Club. Las Positas College,
room 2470, 3000 Campus Hill Dr.
in Livermore, email your RSVP to
treasurer@trivalleywriters.org

Ma
Aut

Sat, 20 - Sun, 21 May, Art,
Wine & Music Festival
Pleasant Hill. Enjoy the VIP
Premium Wine tent and VIP Craft
Beer tent along with individual
beer and wine for purchase along
Crescent Drive.Festival goers

can enjoy live music throughout

the weekend. https://www.
leasanthillchamber.com/events/details

art-wine-music-festival-2022-8524

May 20, Nourish Gala 2023
151 p-m. Join your fellow hunger
ghting superstars for an exclusive
evening in support of the Food
Bank of Contra Costa and Solano,
featuring (%omjmet fare, cocktails,
dancing, delicious desserts and
plenty of glitz and glam. Renowned
violinist Rose Crelli. Blackhawk
Country Club, Danville Dining,
dancing, cocktails and live auction
Black tie optional. Tickets: https://
rb.gy/z3tfch

May 20, Concord’s Got Talent,

P_ —7P , T L ET R e T TR S
Joinuson'  E - (NCORDS GOT
ay 20 at B
p-m. for a

unny, clever, K
and musical show to entertain

eople of all ages. Concord Senior

enter 2727 Parkside Cir. Concord
cityinfo c1t3/ofconcord.o_r
Phone: 92}5 6ﬁ1—2489 Tickets are
only $5! APurchase them here:
https://tinyurl.com/48zvvpkd

May 21, Downtown
Throwdown, 2PM-7PM, CYC
will be hosting the 2nd Annual
Downtown Throwdown Boxing
event live in Concord’s, Todos
Santos Plaza. Admission: $31?.00.
Todos Santos Plaza 2175 Willow
Pass Rd Concord. Email: info@
cycmail.org Phone: (925) 671-
7070. Buy tickets: https://rb.gy/fbefe

dfest.
ilat) o ‘;wg

May 27-29, Bay Area Ki
Saturday AT K
& Sunday, qE
10am - 6pm. ===
Memoria
Day Monday,
10am -
gmeay )
rea KidFest has been the premier
family event in the San Francisco
Bay Area for over three decades.
Our §2nd KidFest is scheduled
for the May 27-29, 2023 three-
day Memorial Day Weekend in
the largest city in 111:pscale Contra
Costa County. KidFest has been
voted the Best Family Event or
Community Fair/Festival in the
East Bay by readers of Bay Area
Parent magazine. https://www.
kidfestconcord.com

MARTINEZ CALENDAR
SEE PAGE 21

ARTS/THEATRE/
MUSIC

Friday, May 12, Jazz Café
Returns to Stanley Middle
School. 6:00PM. A professional
Eerformmg experience to budding
amorinda musicians, the much-
anticipated annual Jazz Café
returns for a fun éand free) evening
of jazz, coffee and dessert.
Among the student ensembles that
will be performing are the Stanley
Jazz Crusaders, the Stanley Jazz
Messenﬁers, Stanley Chorus
Campo Jazz Ensemble and the
Acalanes Jazz Ensemble. 3455
School Street, Lafayette.

May 21, CV Woman’s

Club Hosts Mark Shaw for
Diamond Terrace Performance,

a delightful afternoon of music,
wine, appetizers and desserts
with singer, Mark Shaw to benefit
the CVWC Scholarship. Shaw is

a local Realtor with REéMax by

day, crooner by night. He plays
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and
Bobby Darin with a high energy
and bewitching suave singing
richly interpreted standards

and popular songs of the teens,
208, 308, 408, 50s and 60s. 6401
Center St, Clayton, CA. from

4 p.m. — 6 p.m. Reservations
are limited. For reservation |
information ($35), please visit:
www.claytonvalleywomansclub.
org or call 925-685-0394 for more
Intformation.

Sunday, May 21, Diablo
Women’s Chorale. We would
appreciate Diablo Gazette
publicizing our upcoming Concert
In the Key of Spring” on Friday,
May 19 at 7 PM or at 3 PM at_
Walnut Creek United Methodist
Church, 15431(Sunnyva1e Avenue,
Walnut Creek. For advanced ticket
information: DiabloWomensChorale.

org

Starts June 1, Music & Market
Series, Concord. In conjunction
with live music runs the weekly
farmer’s market. The City of
Concord partners with the Pacific
Coast Farmer’s Market Association
highlighting all the great fruits,
vegetables, food, and more the Bay
Area has to offer. The Concord
farmers market is home to over

30 different local vendors from all
over the area. Todos Santos Plaza,
2175 Willow Pass Rd. Concord

Lesher Center for the Arts

May 7, Viva Espana! Presented
by Contra Costa Wind Symphony,
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

May 12, 13, Contra Costa
Ballet’s Sleeping Beauty
Presented by Contra Costa Ballet.
The spell. The kiss. The happily
ever after.Times vary.

May 14, Sounds of the .
Americas: Sounds of Brazil
Presented by Diablo Symphony
Orchestra, 2:00 PM - 4:15 PM.
From the Brazilian tambourine to
inspirations for Charlie Chaplin.

May 11-15, Robin Hood, Pre-
sented by Fantasy Forum Actors
Ensemble. Join Robin Hood’s
band of merry men for adventure!

May 18, Little Women
Presented by The Ballet School’s
Teen Production Workshop

May 23, Northgate Spring
Concert 2023, Presented

by Northgate High School
Instrumental Music Boosters, 7:00
PM - 9:25 PM

May 26, Diablo Ballet’s A
Midsummer Night’s Dream
Presented by Diablo Ballet

June 2, Delfeayo Marsalis and
the Uptown Jazz Orchestra
Presented by Lesher Center and
Diablo Regional Arts Association,
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM

Lesher Center for the Arts 1601
Civic Drive ,Walnut Creek, https://

www.lesherartscenter.org

Tickets: (925) 943-7469 Wed-Sun
Noon to 6:00 p.m.
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In Case You Missed It...

Local News ltems from Claycord.com and Other Sources

Contra Costa Transportation
Authority Launches Bay Area’s
First Autonomous Shuttle

e

The Contra Costa Transportation
Authority (CCTA) said it just launched
the Bay Area’s first autonomous shuttle
program that will be open to the public.

The Bishop Ranch Autonomous
Shuttle Program will run through fall
2023, providing free, driverless electric
shuttles to four key destinations within
San Ramon’s Bishop Ranch business
park.

CCTA said the program will be
available to the community from 7:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

The shuttles hold up to eight
passengers, plus an attendant, and have
a maximum speed limit of 15 miles per
hour.

PRESTO shuttles don’t have drivers,
pedals, or steering wheels, but do have
an attendant to make sure riders have a
safe and pleasant experience. The Beep
command center also remotely monitors

the shuttles at all times to ensure the
shuttles are operating safely.

More information on how to use the
shuttles can be found at ridePRESTO.com

BEWARE! The Rattlesnakes Are
Out In Our Local Open Space

T

It’s springtime and the weather is
warmer, which means the snakes are out
in our local open space.

If you're out hiking, biking, jogging
or just enjoying the outdoors, always
remember to keep an eye on your
surroundings, and don't let your dogs off
leash (if dogs are permitted).

East Bay Regional Park District
Acquires Finley Road Ranch
Property Adjacent To Morgan
Territory Regional Preserve And
Mount Diablo State Park

The East Bay Regional Park District
has purchased the 768-acre Finley Road
Ranch property located off Finley Road
in Contra Costa County at the western
edge of Morgan Territory Regional
Preserve and the southern edge of Mount

Diablo State Park.

The acquisition preserves forever
one of the largest remaining pristine
open spaces adjacent to Mount Diablo
State Park. The property was officially
acquired on April 24, 2023. Park District
board of directors voted to authorize
purchase of the property on March 7,
2023.

“The acquisition is an important step
toward a long-desired staging area at the
end of Finley Road,” said Park District
Board Director John Mercurio. “Access
to western Morgan Territory Regional
Preserve and southern Mount Diablo
State Park has been limited over the
years and this property is an important
step toward improving public access.”

Park District General Manager Sabrina
Landreth: “The acquisition supports
the Park District’s mission of habitat
preservation and providing public access
for recreation, and furthers California’s
30x30 Initiative goal of conserving 30
percent of the state’s lands and coastal
waters by 2030.”

Egg Laying Ambassadors Have
Busy First Few Months Of 2023
At Lindsay Wildlife Experience In
Walnut Creek

The following information is from the
Lindsay Wildlife Experience in Walnut
Creek:

Did you know that we have over 5 egg
laying ambassadors at Lindsay? These
ambassadors include Topaz the Golden
Eagle, Valkyrie the Swainson’s Hawk,
Lucienne the Mourning Dove, Chucki the
Chuckwalla, and Emmy the Pond Turtle.
Even our ambassador Black Widows
will lay egg sacs. Egg laying is a good
indicator that these ambassadors are
healthy and comfortable in our care, so
our Animal Keepers are always excited to
find an egg! So far this year, our Animal
Keepers have found 5 unfertilized eggs, 4
from Topaz and 1 from Valkyrie.

[ 1i'

JRRGI -

legalbriefs

$

w

Doug@PruttonLaw.com

by Douglas A. Prutton, Attorney

Exhausted Ernie flops into the
lawyer’s chair and with blood-shot
eyes and furrowed brow and relays the
following story:

“I’'ve been working my buns off
at Concord Cement my whole life,
counselor. All T ask is that I get at least
one day off every week so I can go
fishing or whatever, but my supervisor
sometimes schedules me to work seven
days straight. Can he do that?

“Funny you should ask me that Ernie,”
the lawyer responds, “because the
California Supreme Court in a recent
case involving Nordstrom employees
just addressed that very issue.”

There are two laws, what we call
statutes, which come into play. Labor
Code section 551 provides that every
employee “in any occupation of labor is

Give Me a Work Break, Please!

entitled to one day’s rest therefrom in
seven.” The other statute, Labor Code
section 552, states that no employer
“shall cause his employees to work more
than six days in seven.”

These statutes raise a couple of
principal issues that employers and
employees have fought over. The first
issue is whether these statutes require
a day off every week, or whether they
should be applied on a rolling basis.
Take this example. On Monday, July
3, an employee is given a day off. She
then works nine days in a row and
takes her next day off on Friday, July14.
The employee complains that she had
to work nine days in a row, when the
statutes state that she is entitled to a day
of rest every seven days. The employer
counters that the employee got a day
of rest each week — on Monday for the

LAW OFF

CALL US FOR A FREE

NO FEES UNLESS WE WIN!

Laborpgrgg‘ln;ﬁg;%u;xt Law

Former insurance company and corporate
lawyer, representing only employees and
injured persons since 1982,

week starting July 3 and on Friday for
the next week. Who is right?

The Supreme Court concluded that the
employer is right. The Supreme Court
said that the statutes “are most naturally
to be read to ensure employees at least
one day of rest during each week, rather
than one day in every seven on a rolling
basis.”

Another issue raised by these statutes
concerns the interpretation of Labor
Code section 556 which states that
the one rest day in seven statutes do
not apply “when the total hours of
employment do not exceed 30 hours in
any week or six hours in any one day.”
Nordstrom argued to the Supreme Court
that so long as an employee works less
than six hours on any day of a particular
week, that employee can be made to
work seven days that week without a
rest day. The Supreme Court rejected
that argument. The Court concluded
that employees are entitled to a rest day
every week unless they work no more
than six hours each and every day of a
given week.

The final issue addressed by the
Supreme Court in the Nordstrom case
concerns the word “cause” in the day of
rest statutes. The statutes say that an
employer shall not “cause” employees to
work more than six days in seven. What
does “cause” mean? The Supreme Court
said it means that an employer “may
not encourage its employees to forego
rest or conceal the entitlement to rest.”
The “employer’s obligation is to apprise
employees of their entitlement to a
day of rest and thereafter to maintain
absolute neutrality as to the exercise of
that right.”

“So, Ernie, when are we going
fishing!”

by Christopher Yoo, 16,

CieswithYoo i« O
( Grandmaster, Dublin, CA," é

White to move and win.
Hint: Pins, skewers, and mating nets!

SOLUTION

1.Bc2

Threatening Bd1, which is a hard threat to deal
with.

1.Bd3? Ne5 2. Be2+ 3= The bishop needs to be
on di, so f3 does not come with tempo.

1...Ne5 2.Bd1+ f3 3. exd4!

Making use of the fact that the f3-pawn is pinned
as Black cannot take the rook. The geometry
works in White’s favor.

3...Nxf7

3...Qxd4 4. Nxe5! This prevents Kg7, as the
king cannot go to g7 from hs.

4.Rh2+? Kg6 5. Nxe5+ Kgy!=forking the
knight and bishop, black get his material back.

4...Qxe5

4...Qxd1 5.Rh2+ Kg5 6.Rxh7+-

5.Rh2+ Kg6 6. Bc2 Skewering the king
to the bishop, leading to a decisive material
advantage.
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YOUR NEIGHBOR'S SHOES

by Michael Barrington, mbwriter.net

Jamil Hassan, Concord
resident and interpreter for
US and NATO forces, shared
with us firsthand details of the |,
fear, confusion, complications |
and harrowing experience of
trying to leave the country
with his family. With the
Taliban on the offensive,
he was a marked man, his
life in danger. This two-part
revealing series based on my
three-hour interview with him
and his recently published

Jamil Hassan with General

book, “Promises Betrayed”,
shows that he is fortunate to
arrive in Concord.

Who can ever forget the Afghanistan.

frightening and shocking

images of Afghan people trying to

hang on to fuselage of a huge US Air-
force C 17 as it sped down the runway.
Some appeared to fall off. Others it was
reported were found dead in the landing
gear when it landed in Qatar.

It was noon, the day after the Taliban
had taken over the capital city, Kabul,
August 16, 2021. For Jamil Hassan and
his family, the past twenty-four hours
had been a nightmare. After eight years
as an interpreter at the highest level
working for NATO, the US and Afghan
forces, he was terrified.

Months previously, like many
employees of the coalition forces, he had

the opportunity to apply for a special visa

so he could emigrate to the USA. But he
was newly married, had a beautiful wife,
a two-year-old daughter, a well-paying
job, and no desire to leave his country.
He was also assured that despite the
draw-down and reduction of troops, his
employment was secure. It came as a
shock when on July 15, his employment
was unexpectedly terminated. One
month later on August 15, he received a
frantic phone call from his brother-in-
law, telling him to “Turn on the TV. The
Taliban are taking over Kabul. Do not
leave your house.”

Jamil was born during the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan in Paktia, an
eastern, Pashto speaking province, about
100 miles southeast of Kabul. Having
lived under the terror of civil war during
the Mujahideen chaos followed by the
first Taliban regime, he was a young

Trusted.

Proven.
Essential.

MDRR continues to
stay committed to
providing the highest
quality of service.

AugusHQ 202] Jom|| Hosson with
his family inside Kabul airport, right
after crossing the airport gate, Kabul,

David Petraeus during
his visit at ANA's 207th
Corps, Herat, Afghanistan.

August 20, 2021 - Under a US Air Force C-17
Cargo plane on the tarmac of US Air Force

Base Al-Uleid, Doha, Qatar. The C-17 in the
background was the plane Hassan, his family and
400 other Afghans flew in from Kabul.

teenager when the US invaded the
country, October 7, 2001. (His two
older brothers would later work for
coalition forces and eventually find
their way to Concord. His father,
younger brother and sister currently
remain in Kabul unable to leave.)

Forced to relocate to a Dari
speaking region due to his father’s
work, he attended grade school, and
became fluent in the language, the
second most commonly spoken in the
country. Urged by their uncle who
had incredible foresight, the boys
attended a private school with an
intensive English program.

Later Jamil landed a job as an
ESL teacher and managed an English
computer training center. He was

With over 600 customers providing feedbacR
during our website survey, we listened and are
happy to announce that our new website is live.

our newly redesignhed website is easier-to-
navigate and more intuitive than ever!
See for yourself by visiting www.mdrr.com.

2008 - On a mission with Italian forces along the highway
from Herat to Qala-e-Naw, the provincial capitalof Badghis
province, Afghanistan

2009 - Providing linguistic services for MG Jalandhar Shah
Behnam (left), ANA’s 207th Corps Commander, and BG
Paola Serra (right), RC-West Commander, Herat, Afghanistan.

2009 - At the office of ANA s 207th corps Commander wnh
Italian Army Col. Ignazio Gamba (right) and four members
of ANA (left) who were set free by the Taliban. The Afghan
soldiers were captured in a Taliban ambush in Badghis
province, Afghanistan, and were released after months-long
negotiations brokered by local elders and tribal leaders.
Taliban used to make prisoners of war (OWs) grow beard and
give them traditional Afghan clothes at the time of their release.

twenty years old. Then in 2008 against
his families wishes, he passed all the
tests and obtained work as tri-lingual
interpreter speaking Pashto, Dari and
English with the NATO/
Italian forces.

“Those early days
were chaotic,” he
explained, “there was
so much confusion and
lack of understanding of
the country, its culture,
and languages. Often
interpreters who spoke
Pashto were assigned
to a Dari speaking
region and vice
versa.” The screening
of interpreters was
haphazard, and Jamil
recounts the case of a
US officer telling his
Afghan soldiers to
carry extra ‘magazines’
in case of an ambush.
It was translated as
‘brochures in case the
men got bored.’

In 2010, wanting
to graduate from
high school, he took
a job with US forces
which enabled him to
go to school during
the day and work
at night translating
documents. Accepted
into university, he
was forced to give up
work and focused on
obtaining a degree in

Escape From Kabul : An Afghan Interpreter’s
Desperate Pllght and joumey to Concord

Law and Political Science. From 2017
after graduation, until 2021, he was
employed as a senior translator by the
NATO led ‘Resolute Support Mission,’
responsible for advising and training
long term security units.

LIKE ALL PERSONNEL
WHO HAD WORKED FOR
THE ‘INFIDELS,’ JAMIL
KNEW HE WAS NOW A
MARKED MAN

Like all personnel who had worked for
the ‘infidels’ Jamil knew he was now a
marked man, that his life was in danger
and that Taliban door-to-door searches
would take place. His one thought was to
remove as much incriminating evidence
as possible. He had already submitted
papers to obtain an SIV (Special
Immigrant Visa), but his interview at
the US Embassy was not scheduled for
another two weeks. Cleaning out his
computer, he eliminated his Coalition
profile and deactivated his accounts. But
it was impossible to completely remove
ten years of posts on Facebook and social
media. Bit by bit he tore up documents
and asked his wife to burn them in the
kitchen, then flushed the ashes down
the toilet. It took ten hours to dispose of
everything.

A former colleague texted from Italy
advising him to get out of the country
as fast as he could. He suggested he try
to obtain clearance with the Italians,
due to having worked with them. Basic
essentials were squeezed into two
backpacks and a suitcase. A smaller
handbag contained passports and his
SIV application, plus dozens of letters
of recommendation including one
from 4 Star General John Nicholson,
and a photo with 4 Star General David
Petraeus.

At 8:45 AM the family took a taxi to
the airport Eastern Gate. Thousands
of shouting, screaming people were
pushing, shoving, struggling to gain
entrance in a disordered mass. After a
two-hour search, he found the Italian
representative, but it took almost three
hours to fight their way back to the
Eastern Gate. A phone call to the Italian
Coordinator advised that they were done
for the day. There was no more room in
the airport, that they should “go home or
sleep outside the gate. The next flights
were at 6:00 AM.” Opting to stay in line,
another phone call just after midnight
announced that all Italian morning
flights had been canceled.

After fourteen hours of waiting outside
the airport, being crushed, trampled on,
without any food or water, having lost
his wife and child for a number of hours
and his wallet stolen, Jamil fought his
way through the crowd towards the US
Military section. His passports and SIV
papers were finally accepted by a US
Marine and the family crossed the line
and through the gate. Another three
hours in line for security checks and
finally they were left crammed into an
aircraft hangar where they were given
water and MREs (meals ready to eat). At
4:00 AM and not having slept for thirty-
six hours, they were seated on the cargo
deck floor of a C17 together with 450
other Afghan refugees. Their next stop
was Qatar.

Part II. To be continued, “From Kabul
to Concord” June 2023 edition.

Michael Barrington is a local
humanitarian and author: his memoirs,
“The Bishop Wears no Drawers”, a
historical fiction navel, “Let the Peacock
Sing”and romance novel, “Becoming
Anya”. www.mbwriter.net.
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Methers Day 5nmeé Buffet

Includes Complimentary Mother’s Day Mimosa at Luna Restaurant

”

Restaurant

2118 Willow Pass Rd. #1 OOB/
Concord

Call for Reservations”

925) 691-4080

Scan our QR code. Now taking orders online

New! Now Serving a Full Barl
Enjoy our Brunch Buffet Every Sunday

.Ju

5100 C-Fayton Rd. A14 Concord
Call for Reservations

(925) 969-1887 \\g

!-@ -Scan our QR code. Now taking orders onllne
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https://lunaristorante.us/home-italian-cuisine-restaurant-concord.html
https://restaurantfiore.com/home-italian-cuisine-concord.html
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VISIT

@NC

@w Fline s:.,,o,h] Summer Guests Coming to Visit? We’ve Got You Covered!

CEO & President

Spring and Summer for us at Visit
Concord usually means visits from
friends and family. They love our local
weather and find Concord the perfect
escape from the cold weather that lingers
in their hometowns.

For guests coming your way, Visit
Concord has created special Stay and
Play packages that offer a variety of
local flavors mixed in with some of our
favorite things to do.

Visit Concord has created unique
themes for Stay and Play packages
that cater to the various tastes of
your visitors. This allows you to add a
personal touch to your loved ones’ stay.

Guests simply book their hotel stay at
one of Concord’s nine hotels. Then let
Visit Concord know which Stay and Play
package you want, and we will take care
of the rest.

Concord offers hotel rooms that
appeal to every budget from serene
suites and allergy-friendly rooms to
comfy, economical accommodations.
All champion exceptional hotel cleaning
practices to meet health and safety
expectations.

Many hotels offer friendly indoor and
outdoor places for all of you to gather,
including fireside and poolside. Most
are open for breakfast but are close to
delicious dining options. And vir