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Capture Your Holidays With Katrina Kennedy

3
LESSON

Is your head spinning with settings and lights and ideas? 

In this lesson we are going to explore getting creative with 

backgrounds and  composing ornaments. I’ll take it easy 

on you with camera settings, using the techniques you’ve 

already covered.

I’m including a fun list of shots you can use to spark some 

creativity, go on a scavenger hunt, or  pick and choose.

My little holiday reminder(once again)! Please enjoy this 

process. If you find yourself frustrated over the settings, ask 

a question in the classroom or on flickr. Make this holiday 

about capturing your memories with as little stress as 

possible!

L E S S O N  # 3  O B J E C T I V E S :

At the end of this lesson you will be 

able to:

★ Select creative backgrounds with

things from around

the house.

★ Capture the details of ornaments.

★ Create a reflection photo.

★ Go on a scavenger hunt.
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STUDIO SET UPS

You don’t need an elaborate studio set 

up for great photos. A solid surface with 

great window light is really all it takes. 

The top of my washing machine often 

had the best light in the house. I’ve since 

remodeled my laundry room and placed 

an ironing board in front of the window 

for an excellent spot for beautiful light.

LIGHT & FOCAL POINTS

Photography is about finding and using light.  Well lit ornaments 

are a beautiful sign of the holiday season. So where can you find  

great light?

Light is flattering when it is diffused and even. Look for light:

★ From windows or doorways.

★ Under patio covers or open garage doors.

★ On a white overcast day.

Wander around your house and find the best light.

Great photos have is a clear focal point. When shooting orna-

ments, make your focal point very obvious. Avoiding other clutter 

in your frame will create a stronger, more eye pleasing photo.

A few things to consider for a stronger focal point:

★ Place your ornament on a third intersection.

★ Place your ornament against a contrasting, plain backdrop.

★ Blur the background using a large aperture (small f/number).

★ Leave negative (empty) space around your ornament or place

your focal point predominantly in the center of the frame.

★ Get closer.

FOCAL POINT:

For more information on 

focal points click here.

http://thedailydigi.com/photography-class-with-katrina-kennedy/
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BUDGET BACKDROPS

Have you seen Pinterest boards or catalogs  with beautiful, crisp 

ornaments?  As we explore ornaments, keep in mind that many photos 

you see in catalogues and online were created in studios with lighting, 

reflectors, backdrops, stylists and many shots.  You may not have the 

budget, time or energy to go that effort, so we’re going to improvise a bit!

Let’s start with some ideas for backdrops beyond the obvious of your 

Christmas tree. You could use:

★ Fabric

★ Towels

★ Blankets

★ Shirts

★ Scrapbook Paper

While you are looking for something to use, grab something with a 

large white surface too. Maybe a piece of foam core from a school 

project? A white used carton or box. A white table cloth. I challenge you 

to use what you have, avoid buying anything. This found object will 

become our reflector!

★ Table tops

★ Sheets

★ Cardboard

★ A pile of lights

★ Cutting board

BACKDROP HINT:

Drape your backdrop 

so it  curves slightly  

where it meets your 

surface. It willl look 

more pleasing in 

photos.
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SEEING YELLOW?

Adjust your white balance  in camera 

or in your favorite editing program 

to eliminate the yellow cast in your 

photos. Click here for more about 

white balance.

Budget background ornament photo:

For this method, any Mode will work. 

Challenge yourself to use something other 

than Auto.

1 Find something to use as your 

background.

2 Place the background item over a chair 

or other item in good light. (I tape my 

backgrounds to the cupboard above 

ironing board.)

3 Drape the backdrop onto the surface 

below your ornament.

4 Position your ornament.

5 Frame your shot.

6 Press the shutter button

7 Try several different positions.

8 Don’t worry if you have a little bit more 

than your backdrop in the frame, you 

can crop it out if needed.

If you need to add more light, position 

your reflector close to the object so 

that it bounces the light back into your 

ornament. You can hold it yourself or have 

someone help you out.  You want it close. 

Once you get it in the right spot, you will 

see a difference.

http://thedailydigi.com/white-balance-with-katrina-kennedy/
http://thedailydigi.com/white-balance-with-katrina-kennedy/
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CAPTURING THE DETAILS

Macro photography is a creative way to capture 

details in a unique way. To achieve a macro 

photograph, the focal distance between the lens 

and the subject is shortened producing a close 

up, 1:1 image.

You can produce that effect with a macro lens. 

For many of us a macro lens may not be practical, 

but there are some creative work arounds!

★ Reversed lens

★ Extension tubes

★ Auto Macro Setting (the flower mode)

★ Olloclip or similar clip on lens for your

phone

Reversed Lens Macro

First a note of warning: this technique is not 

easy and can expose your camera’s sensor to 

dust and other gunk.

1 Remove your lens from your camera. A lens 

with the widest aperture of 3.5 or 5.6 will 

work well.

2 Reverse it and hold it close to your camera.

3 Move it back and forth until you find focus.

4 Shoot.

This technique will take several shots to get right.

Close Up Ornament Photo with a Point and Shoot

1 Select Macro Mode (the flower photo).

2 Cover your flash with a tissue paper to diffuse 

the light or turn it off if there is enough light.

3 Frame your subject.

4 Shoot.

EXTENSION TUBES

Macro extension tubes are 

an inexpensive alternative 

for macro shooting. They 

have no  optics, but give you 

a macro effect.
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YOU - REFLECTED

You’ve seen the image. The photographer’s face peering into 

an ornament. A fun way to include your self portrait in your 

December documentation.

How can you go about it? Select a silver or gold ornament 

for the best reflection. The color of the ball will help 

tremendously.  Lighter colors will reflect more light, 

creating a better reflection.

Place it in great light and shoot! What you see should be 

what you get! It is all about light!

OUT OF FOCUS?

Want more of your 

ornament in focus? Choose 

a narrow aperture (larger 

number) or back up a bit.
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INSPIRATION & IDEAS

I love creating lists for inspiration and scavenger hunting! A little 

something to get the creative juices flowing. 

12 items to hunt for as you take your ornament photos:

Here are a few ornament ideas to try:

★ Fill the frame with ornaments.

★ Shoot ornaments from above.

★ Take a macro photo of part of an ornament.

I’ve created a Flickr Ornament Gallery for your inspiration and a Pinterest 

Capture Your Holiday board.

If you are having difficulty with anything during the lesson, please ask 

questions! I want you to be successful!

1 A Grinch

2 Shimmering

3 A Sad Santa

4 Peace

5 On A Table

6 An Orange

7 A Favorite Ornament

8 A Peppermint Stick

9 The Number 25

10 Naughty or Nice?

11 Up In The Air

12 With Bells On

PHOTO IDEAS 

These ideas are on 

the December CY365 

Photo Challenge 

List. You can see the 

entire list here.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ianconnor/galleries/72157625407599811/
http://pinterest.com/katrinakennedy/photography-capture-your-holidays/
http://pinterest.com/katrinakennedy/photography-capture-your-holidays/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/captureyourholidays/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/captureyourholidays/
http://captureyour365.com/category/idea-list/
http://captureyour365.com/category/idea-list/

