
Capture Your Holidays with Katrina Kennedy

6
LESSON

L E S S O N  6  O B J E C T I V E S :

At the end of this lesson you 

will be able to:

★ Photograph outdoor

light displays.

★ Expose correctly in a

snowy scene.

It’s cold outside! I’m sitting 

in California with a blue sky 

and a high in the mid-50’s, 

while many of you are looking 

out at mounds of white! This 

lesson is really for you! 

For those of us without the 

fluffy white stuff, we’ll step 

outside to capture outdoor 

light displays. In fact, look  

for the biggest, brightest 

displays for the most fun  

with this lesson!

Once again, the quick 

note. Please enjoy this 

process. If you find yourself 

frustrated over the settings, 

ask questions. Make this 

holiday about capturing your 

memories with as little stress 

as possible! 
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OUTDOOR LIGHT DISPLAYS

Outdoor light displays are beautiful to view, but not quite 

so easy to shoot. At night you have the choice of exposing 

for the lights or for the home. If you expose for the lights, 

everything else is black. If you expose for the structures in 

your photos, the lights can lose some of their twinkle.

The best time of day to shoot outdoors is at dusk, right 

before the sunsets. If you life is like mine, getting out at that 

precise time can be a little tricky.  No matter what time you 

get out, the following techniques will be helpful.

For the best holiday light photos, turn off your flash.

BEST LIGHT TIME?

Try going to view lights at 

dusk when the sky is blue. 

You will achieve the most 

even exposures.
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Outdoor Light Photos on AV Mode:

1 Using a tripod or other solid surface will improve this photo.

2 Set your camera to Aperture Priority mode (AV or A).

3 Choose evaluative metering.

4 Choose an aperture of f/22 to capture starburts, try smaller 

apertures for different effects. The camera will choose your 

shutter speed.

5 Choose an ISO of 400 to 800.

6 Shoot.

7 Check your histogram and LCD.

8 Adjust your exposure compensation if necessary.

9 Reshoot.

Outdoor Light Photos in Manual Mode:

1 Place your camera on a tripod or steady surface.

2 Set your camera to manual mode (M).

3 Select Tungsten White Balance or shoot in RAW.

4 Select Evaluative Metering.

5 Choose a narrow aperture (large f/#).

6 Expose for the lights. Adjusting ISO and shutter speed until 

you find a correct exposure.

7 Consider bracketing, to obtain several different exposures.

8 Shoot.

9 Check your LCD. 

10 Shoot again.

11 Play with your aperture.

12 Have fun!

GRAB YOUR TRIPOD?

Any time your shutter 

speed is slower than 1/50 

of a second or  the recip-

rocal length of your lens, 

grab your tripod!

WHITE BALANCE

Choose a tungsten white 

balance setting for outdoor 

light displays. Play with 

others, for different 

creative looks.
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A Quick, Fun Light Play with Shutter Priority:

We’ve been playing with Aperture Priority Mode most of class, we are 

going to shake things up a bit and switch to Shutter Priority! This is a 

fun, easy technique!

1 Set your camera to Shutter Priority (TV or S).

2 Select Tungsten White Balance or shoot in RAW.

3 Select Evaluative Metering.

4 Select a shutter speed of 1-4 seconds.

5 Press the shutter button and move the camera from left to right, up 

and down, or any combination. 

Point and Shoot Pointer

Most point and shoot cameras, have a night portrait sighting. 

Typically a person with a star in the corner. This setting will fire the 

flash to illuminate a person, but keep the shutter open long enough 

to expose for the lights as well. Give it a try and see what you find!

IN A PINCH?

Shoot in Program mode (P), 

so your flash doesn’t fire. 

Steady your camera and 

see what you get.
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Exposing for Snow in AV Mode:

1 Set your camera to Aperture Priority mode (AV or A).

2 Choose evaluative metering for a scene, spot metering for a person.

3 Shoot an aperture for your creative intent:

• f/5.6-f/11 for all in focus

• f/1.4-f/3.5 for a blurred background.

4 Choose an ISO of 100 if a sunny day, a higher number if there is less light.

5 Shoot.

6 Check your histogram and LCD for “clipping,” the blinking areas that have 

been “blown out.”

7 Adjust exposure compensation.

8 Reshoot.

SNOWY SCENES

Snow is white. Are your photos of snow often grey or blue? There is a 

simple fix, that may seem just a bit counter to your thinking! When you 

shoot a snowy scene, you need to overexpose. 

There are two ways we can overexpose:

★ Exposure Compensation

★ Adjusting the exposure in Manual mode.

LET IT SNOW

Overexpose +1/2 

to +3 stops in 

snowy scenes. 
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Exposing for Snow in Manual Mode:

1 Set your camera to manual  

mode (M).

2 Choose evaluative metering for a 

scene, spot metering for a person.

3 Shoot an aperture for your creative 

intent:

• f/5.6-f/11 for all in focus

• f/1.4-f/3.5 for a blurred

background.

4 Choose an ISO of 100 if a sunny 

day, a higher number if there is 

less light.

5 Adjust your shutter speed until 

you’ve found a “correct exposure.”

6 Overexpose by slowing the shutter 

speed, moving your light meter 

between 2 to 6 “clicks” to the 

right.

7 Shoot.

8 Check your histogram and LCD for 

“clipping,” the blinking areas that 

have been “blown out.”

9 Adjust shutter speed and ISO as 

needed.

10 Reshoot.

Point and Shoot Pointer

Does your camera have a snow 

scene preset? Use it if it does. If you 

have exposure compensation, you 

can also increase it +1/2 to +3 to get 

a properly exposed photo.
If you are shooting with an iPhone, play with adjust-

ing your exposure by tapping on different parts of 

your scene until you get an exposure you like. 

PHONE EXPOSURE
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INSPIRATION & IDEAS

Here are a few snow ideas to try:

★ Shoot a contrasting color

against the white.

★ Place the horizon on a third

line.

Here are a few outdoor light ideas 

to try:

★ Try a sweeping, wide angle

shot.

★ Make one part of a light display

prominent.

★ Photograph your own home

from the outside, even if you

don’t have lights!

I’ve created a Flickr Snow & 
Lights Gallery and a Pinterest 
CaptureYourHoliday board for 

a little added inspiration!

If you are having difficulty with 

anything during the lesson, 

please ask questions. I want 

you to be successful!

Sometimes, you just need to put the camera 

down and soak in the holidays!

RELAX

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ianconnor/galleries/72157625606138376/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ianconnor/galleries/72157625606138376/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/captureyourholidays/



