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# 1  I C E  B R E A K I N G

The most common way to engage academic scholars who show up to your
conferences is to encourage ice breaking. Run a quick session whereby they get to
know the person on their left and after a given time period, say 10 minutes, of
introduction, they do the same for the person on their right. Such ice breaking
events, albeit short, can become the gateway to communication between attendees
who sit next to each other and can lead to knowledge sharing, discussions and even
create a new network for them.



# 2  U S E  V I S U A L
A I D S

Everything is much more interesting when you incorporate
visual aids. Use crisp, high definition images in your
presentation slides, have some light animation in them and
even experiment with use of videos or memes related to
your presentation. Such visual stimulators will keep your
audience focused on the talks and presentations and
effectively communicates the information that you would
like to get across to your audience. Without visual aids,
members of your audience may slowly disengage and
disconnect, especially if your content is too lengthy and if
you have the entire presentation slide made up of only text.



# 3  N E T W O R K I N G
S E S S I O N S

Have breaks in between talks to encourage attendees to get
to know each other much better. Think of this as a follow-up
to the earlier ice breaking. Such short sessions give your
attendees an opportunity to discuss the contents presented
at your conference, as well for them to explore their own
ideas and applications of it. Attendees can also meet up with
senior academicians and keynote speakers to clarify any
points that may have been unclear to them and at the same
time, build connections within the senior group of
academics.



# 4  F L A S H  Q U I Z Z E S

The quickest way to grab the attention of your audience at a
conference is by having a short, flash quiz. Have pauses
between talks where the speaker will randomly quiz
members of the floor about what has been presented. Don’t
forget to throw in a small prize as a token of appreciation.
Short quizzes like this are not only fun and engaging for
both the speaker and the audience, but they also enforce the
information that has already been presented, allowing
attendees to better understand upcoming parts of the
conference. Besides that, it bridges the gap between the
speaker and their audience which makes for more effective
communication and encourages your attendees to ask
questions later.



# 5  M I N I  G A M E S

Mini games are also an interesting engagement tool.
Organize quick games that require small groups of your
attendees to work on something related to the presentation
or the conference as a whole. It can be something as simple
as solving an equation or trying to deduce an anagram of a
famous scholar’s name. Think up of something that is both
challenging and fulfilling from an academician’s perspective.
Reward the winner with something significant and valuable
from an academic perspective, say, a couple of tickets to
attend a talk by a famous academician or scientist,
giveaways for journal subscriptions or even academic books
that would stimulate the interest of your attendees.



# 6  L I V E  “ T E S T
S U B J E C T ”

When presenting something that is closely related to the
human body or human behavior, consider using the
members of the audience as your live “test subject”. Have
them carry out simple tasks or behave in a certain way to
support the information that you are presenting. This, in a
way, is also a form of visual aid and not only strengthens the
points that you are trying to make, but also allows your
audience to be able to effectively visualize the information
that is being presented to them, leading them to be more
engaged with what you have to say.



# 7  E X P E R I E N C E
S H A R I N G

During talks or presentations, invite a few people from the
floor to share their academic experiences or discuss a
significant happening in their career as an intellectual.
Allow them to discuss the pros and cons of their experiences
as well as what they have learnt from those. Short sharing
sessions like these would help other attendees visualize and
empathize with the experiences of another attendee further
engaging them, at the same time, giving them a take home
message.



# 8  C O N F E R E N C E
P O D C A S T

To keep your audience engaged even after your conference,
toy with the idea of providing them recordings or podcasts
of your conference, which they can listen to at any time.
Have your conference documented in mp3 or mp4 versions
and have them stored on a USB drive, which you can
provide to your attendees as a part of their attendance
appreciation gift bags. With digital versions of the whole
conference, your attendees will have something that they
can go back to, whenever they need a refresher on what
happened during your conference.



F I N A L  T H O U G H T S

There are many ways to engage an academic community,
however, the main goal remains, which is to provide them
with valuable knowledge or know-how that they can take
home with them and hopefully, incorporate into their daily
workflow or process optimizations. Besides that, a scholarly
community would also look forward to such academically-
driven conferences to meet with other minds and explore
the vast possibilities that science and research have to offer,
which is ultimately what your conference has to be all
about. Good luck.


