
Do you have concerns 
with the aesthetic appearance 
of buildings in Lakewood?

Architectural Design 

Applicant
The City’s development 

approval process is so long and 
cumbersome already. Is there really a 
need for more design standards and 

review process? I will lose the 
project financing if I don’t have an 
approval by the end of the week.

Property Owner
Why does the City have so many 

regulations? I just want to do what I 
want on my own property without the 

City weighing in on it.

City Staff
There is a fine balance between 

too many regulations and not 
enough. Just because it meets 
the design standards doesn't 
mean that it is a good design.

Neighbor
How did this building get approved 
by the City? It is not appropriate in 

my neighborhood.

Architect
I have to make sure that the 

building design doesn’t bust the 
developer’s budget, and I think 
this is a great looking building; 

I designed it after all.

You?
What’s your 
perspective?

It all depends 
on who you ask!



How can architecture & building design help achieve our sustainability goals?

What is architectural design 
and how can a city influence 
the design of buildings?

Example: historic, downtown

Common ways to regulate building design

CITYWIDE REQUIREMENTS SPECIAL DISTRICTS BUILDING CODE SUSTAINABILITY STANDARDS

Example: Structural safety, 
emergency access, energy 
performance

Example: Green building 
certifications, solar ready design, 
healthy spaces

Example: building code, 
zoning ordinance

Energy & water 
efficient design

EXAMPLE

Solar energy generation

Healthy indoor spaces

Reflecting neighborhood 
character

Lowers greenhouse 
gas emissions

Improve our 
natural environment

Contribute to 
the local economy

Save $ for 
households

Build strong 
community

Improve 
health

ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITY

Building materials

BUILDING 

SIZE & SCALE
FACADE 

ARTICULATION

GROUND LEVEL 

WINDOW REQUIREMENTS
CHANGE 

IN MATERIALS

Commonly regulated design elements
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What does the design 
review process look like?

Current review process

Applicant submits proposed 
site & building design

City staff reviews for compliance 
with adopted zoning regulations

Revisions as needed to 
address zoning regulations

Meets the zoning standards

Zoning approval

City staff refers application to 
Design Review Committee

Applicant submits proposed 
site & building design

City staff reviews for compliance 
with adopted zoning regulations

Revisions as needed to 
address design standards

Design Review Committee 
reviews for compliance with design 
guidelines/standards

Meets the design standards

Design Review 
Committee Approval

Meets the zoning standards

Zoning approval

What are the potential impacts of review processes?

Who decides what is good architecture?
What are the administrative costs for the City?
Will the standards always result in good design?
Does everything look the same?

How long does the review processes take?
Does it increase developer costs?
Does it lead to sustainable design?
Other impacts?

The review process if we 
added a design review process
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