
DOGS IN LAKEWOOD 
Lakewood residents love their dogs, however a survey revealed that not all are responsible dog owners. 

The survey, completed in March, 2017, revealed the following: 

 Dogs waste is the number one issue in Lakewood, according to the survey. 89% of residents said that dog 
waste is a problem in Lakewood parks. 

 Dogs off leash is the another big issue. 71% of residents said that dogs off leash is a problem in Lakewood 
parks, trails and open spaces. 

 66% of residents said that there are too few places for dogs to play or exercise off leash in Lakewood. 

DOGS OFF LEASH 
 Lakewood’s municipal code provides that a person can be fined a maximum of $2,650 and spend a year in jail 

for their animal running at large. 
 
 Dogs not leashed where leash laws exist often impact the enjoyment of other users of parks, trails and open 

spaces. 
 
 Leashed dogs are less likely to run away or be injured. Dogs off leash have been bitten by rattle snakes or other 

creatures. 
 
 Dogs off leash are more likely to deter wildlife from visiting natural areas than dogs on leash. 
 
 Owners of dogs off leash are less likely to pick up their dog’s waste. 

DOG WASTE 
 Lakewood’s municipal code provides that a person can be fined a maximum of $2,650 and spend a year in jail 

for not picking up dog waste. 

 The average dog produces ½ to ¾ pound of fecal matter each day. That means 100 dogs can produce more 

than 500 pounds of waste per week. 

 Dog waste does not break down like wild animal waste. 

 Dog waste often contains harmful organisms such as E. coli, giardia, salmonella, roundworms, hookworms and 

cryptosporidium. 

 Dog waste left on the ground makes its way into waterways through storm water systems and pollutes our water 

with E. coli and other harmful bacteria that makes people, wildlife and other dogs sick. 

 Dog waste left on the ground ruins the park, trail and open space experience for other visitors. 

IMAGINE LAKEWOOD! 



Contact Us 

Steve Carpenter, Parks 

Manager 

720-963-5244 

SteCar@Lakewood.org 

Make suggestions online at 

Lakewood.org/Imagine 

DOG PARKS 
 Lakewood owns one off leash dog park, Forsberg Iron Spring Dog 

Park. This 4-acre dog park opened in 2008 and is located at 14800 

West Alameda Parkway. 

 

 While popular with many dog owners, off leash dog parks present 

unique challenges in park systems around the country. Common dog 

park problems include: 

 Dogs getting injured due to the presence of aggressive dogs. 

 Visitors not picking up their dog’s waste. 

 No water for dogs. 

 The presence of dogs in heat. 

 Neighbors’ opposition to a dog park near their home. 

 Dogs being left unattended. 

 

Generally accepted criteria for good dog parks include: 

 Minimum size of 5,000 square feet. 

 

 Specific parking close to the dog park gate (although dog waste is 

often found near the gate outside of the fenced area). 

 

 At least 200 feet from adjacent property. 

 

 Flat land to minimize erosion. 

 

 Does not drain to bodies of water or waterways. 

 

 Dog park surface can be readily maintained to minimize health issues 

due to soil contamination from laying dog waste. 

Forsberg Iron-Springs Dog Park on opening day 


