CELINA 2040
COMMUNITY FORUM 1:
CREATE CELINA

Thank you to the community for participating in Celina 2040’s
C ommunity Fo rum 1: C reate C elina!
This recap contains a summary of feedback from Community Forum 1, which took place May 11, 2019. from 1pm4pm. The recap does not represent all feedback gathered at the event or all feedback reviewed and considered.
Word cloud summaries are for illustrative purposes only.

C E L I NA I N O NE WO RD
“Choose a word that best exemplifies the City of Celina”
The community was excited to share some of the words that exemplify the City of
Celina. Some of the repeated words include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Home
Values
Hometown
Growing
Community
Friendly

O VE R VI E W
Community Forum 1: Create Celina, held Downtown at Two 29 on the Square, was the first of
three community forums for the Celina 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update. Celina 2040 will be
the guide for planning and representing the Vision of Celina, with a 20-year outlook, as the city
grows and develops. Community feedback is very valuable in ensuring that the Plan is created
with the community, by the community, and for the community.
The Comprehensive Plan covers and plans for a number of topics to guide the city, including
land use, infrastructure, parks and recreation, community character, and much more! The Plan
should be updated, with the help of the community, every three to five years to align with the
City’s new development and community members. Not only is the area within the city limits
planned for, but also areas outside of its boundaries as well that may one day be a part of
Celina.

EVENT OVERVIEW
As guests entered, they were given a
welcoming greeting and signed in,
before reviewing an introduction to
the Comprehensive Plan process —
what, who, when, where, and why.
The goal of the event was to gather
comments on the perception, vision,
and values of the community
including: Celina’s strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities, and
challenges; the story of its residents
and what brought them to Celina;
what is desired for different age
groups; and more. Other activities
included a Kid Design Studio where
the younger generation was able to
participate in the planning process
by showcasing what Celina should
be or could be in 2040. In addition,
face painting and a ballon twister
were available for kid-friendly fun!
Community Forum 1 had a total
attendance of approximately 100
people.

KID DESIGN STUDIO: CELINA IN
2040
In addition to the excitement of getting faces painted and receiving amazing balloon animals
and objects, children were eager to design their Celina of the future with construction paper
and other art materials.

Getting feedback from children is important because they often have unfiltered and ambitous
perspectives — sometimes giving surprising answers. Showcased in the above image, one child
created a multi-story library and expressed that it should be close to a park, which he drew
himself in. In addition, passenger rail, a “river walk” or “lazy river” water amenity, a hotel,
beautiful landscaping, housing, and an amusement park were also designed.

TELL US YOUR CELINA
STORY
There are a multitude of reasons that brought the people of
Celina to where they are today. A station was set up to ask
participants to share their Celina story—why they came to
Celina, why Celina is special, whatever they felt was relevant.
They could either write it or participate in a video interview to
share their story if they were willing.
Community members come from an array of backgrounds: some
brought to Celina for employement or the community reminding
them of home and the small communities they grew up in or
some Born and Raised in Celina (BRIC) or others are part of
families who came to Celina in covered wagons, helping found
the city. What many of them share — Celina is a special place!

WHAT ARE
CELINA’S VALUES

Consistent with the trends of the Downtown
Master Plan, the community frequently used
words that represented the small town, unique
character of Celina. The top themes included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family
Faith
Community
Pride
Small Town
Friendly

Throughout the event, the community spoke
highly of the small, close-knit style character that
is found in Celina and how growth and
development should protect these characteristics.
Being a family-friendly, family-focused community
continues to be a resounding theme throughout
all engagement opportunities in Celina.

COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT
Identifying strengths, weaknesses, challenges, and opportunities for Celina sets a solid
foundation for what is working well and what is needed. This Assessment will lead to strategies
and actions to achieve Celina’s preferred future.

ST RENGT HS
The strengths of the community closely reflect
reoccurring themes of maintaining a communityfocused city and having a small town feel. General
feedback themes for strengths of Celina are
illustrated to the left.
Other feedback related as well to traditions,
heritage, quality of life, and rural and agriculture.
The themes in the strengths station closely mirror
the station that explored Celina’s values.
Feedback received has been categorized for
illustrative and summary purposes only.

WE AKNESSE S
The general feedback themes for weaknesses of
Celina revolved around utilities and
infrastructure (including lack of mobility
options). General feedback themes for
weaknesses of Celina are illustrated to the left.
Comments related to a number of areas, such as
growth, development, roads, internet, water
bills, not enough parks and community facilities,
tax rates, the desire for public transportation/
mobility options, and much more. Feedback
received has been categorized for illustrative and
summary purposes only.

COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT continued…
OP P ORT U NIT IES
Opportunities not only reflect what the
community would like to preserve, but also what
things can set Celina apart as unique and
desirable. The general feedback themes are
illustrated to the left.
The “identity” category covered a number of
sentiments, including preserving what Celina is
now and adding features to distinguish Celina
from other cities. In addition, the community
expressed improving economic, educational,
and entertainment uses and destinations to
leverage Celina in a competitive region.
Feedback received has been categorized for
ullustrative and summary purposes only.

C HAL LE NG ES
Challenges of Celina reflect topics found in the
other stations relating to preserving Celina’s
character and planning properly for growth. The
general feedback themes are illustrated to the
left.
Feedback related to preparing for growth, not
having the proper roads and utilities in place for
growth, as well as housing, vision/planning,
safety, and economic development. Feedback
received has been categorized for ullustrative
and summary purposes only.

PLANNING FOR ALL AGES
This station was designed to
capture the needs and wants of
Celina's current and future
generations, including Seniors,
Middle Adults, Young Adults,
Teenagers, and Young
Kids. Participants were asked to
identify what is missing for each
of these age groups in
Celina. Overarching themes
between these age groups are
iillustrated to the right:

WHAT SHOULD CELINA HAVE FOR SENIORS?
W h at i s m is si n g fo r th is ag e g ro u p ? T h in k ab o u t n o w an d i n th e f u tu re !
Comments called for more community programming and
facilities that foster multi-generational activities and
placemaking. Also important for Seniors is to have
opportunities to "Age in Place" with proximity to health care
facilities, affordable housing, and mobility options. Some of the
general feedback themes were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Center
Mobility
Community Programming
Health
Housing
Community Facilities

WHAT SHOULD CELINA HAVE FOR MIDDLE ADULTS?
W h at i s m is si n g fo r th is ag e g ro u p ? T h in k ab o u t n o w an d i n th e f u tu re !
For this group, the community envisions more social and
outdoor recreational activities that are both adult and family
friendly. Similar to seniors, this age group could benefit from
improved mobility options. In addition to attracting more local
jobs, this group needs/wants cultural and entertainment
options, both on private and public properties. Some of the
general feedback themes were:
•
•
•
•
•

Expand Parks and Recreation
Arts and Culture, Entertainment, and Commercial
Development
Improve Mobility
More Community Programming, Events, and
Community Facilities
Economic Development and Local Employment Options

WHAT SHOULD CELINA HAVE FOR YOUNG ADULTS?
W h at i s m is si n g fo r th is ag e g ro u p ? T h in k ab o u t n o w an d i n th e f u tu re !

Celina's Younger Adults can benefit from many of the same
opportunities as other age groups. For this age group, the
community envisons additions in arts, music, outdoor recreation
and creative activities. This group’s wants/needs more
investments into community facilities, as well as performance
venues and concert halls. This group included the need to
develop more affordable housing options that include multifamily (i.e. apartments or mixed-use). Some of the general
feedback themes are illustrated to the left and listed below:
•
•
•
•
•

Arts and Culture, Entertainment, and Commercial
Development
Affordable Housing Options, including Multi-family
Economic Development and Local Employment
opportunities
Community Programming, Events, and Community
Facilities
Performance Venues

WHAT SHOULD CELINA HAVE FOR TEENAGERS?
W h at i s m is si n g fo r th is ag e g ro u p ? T h in k ab o u t n o w an d i n th e f u tu re !
The community envisions social gathering spaces for teens in the
design and provision of restaurants, parks, and community
facilities. Following in the footsteps of other Celina age groups’
wants and needs, a larger breadth of cultural activities and
creative programming were identified as opportunities. In
addition to the arts, this group wants/needs to get active in a
variety of sports, from football, golf, lacrosse, and biking.
Comments also underscored the importance of supporting this
generation through multi-generational programming and
mentorship. Some of the general feedback themes for teenagers
are:
Invest in Community Facilities (ex. Library)
Arts and Culture
Invest in Education
More Community Programming and Events
Expand Parks and Recreation
Kid Friendly Social Spaces and Activities (ex. Roller
Skating Rink)

•
•
•
•
•
•

WHAT SHOULD CELINA HAVE FOR YOUNG KIDS?
W h at i s m is si n g fo r th i s ag e g ro u p ? T h in k ab o u t n o w an d i n th e f u tu re !

Celina envisions young kids needing and wanting to play
outside. This group included a call for the largest investment in
Celina's parks and recreation, aquatics, outdoor activities, and
agritourism. Families would like to incorporate more water
features, including swimming pools and splash pads, into the
City's public parks and community facilities. Participants also
expressed the need to physically expand the City's library, as
well as grow the library's kid-friendly educational
programming. Finally, comments noted the need for more
shaded play spaces and special needs-friendly environments.
Some of the top general feedback themes for teenagers are:
•
•
•
•
•

Expand Parks and Recreation
More Aquatic Amenities and Activities
Arts and Culture and Entertainment
Invest in Community Center and Community
Programming
Agritourism Opportunities (ex. Petting Zoo)

Community Forum 2: Cultivate Celina
will be held July 12, 2019 from 4pm8pm at the same location as
Community Forum 1, 229 W. Pecan
St. The event will overlap with the
Friday Night Market so participants
can engage in the planning process
while also enjoying one of the many
community events that make Celina
unique.
Topics of the day will include:
• Housing
• Mobility
• Land Use/Special Places
• Design
Save the date!

Please visit the project website at
www.Celina2040.com for more info on
what’s coming next and to provide more
ideas!

We

