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11. ENERGY  

According to the US Energy Information Agency, energy use in the United States is 
approximately 40% for electricity, 28% for transportation; 21% for industrial production; and 
11% for residences and businesses, mainly heat. Since Jericho’s industrial sector is negligible, 
this plan will focus exclusively on the Electricity,  

Introduction  
In an effort to become more sustainable and resilient in response to a changing global climate, 
The State of Vermont has adopted a Comprehensive Energy Plan (CEP) that sets ambitious 
statewide energy goals:  

o To reduce total energy consumption per capita by 15% by 2025 and by more than 
33% by 2050; 

o To obtain 25% of remaining energy needs across all sectors (transportation, heating, 
electricity) from renewable sources by 2025, 40% by 2035, and 90% by 2050; 

o To weatherize 25% of homes by 2020 

o To reduce greenhouse gases by 50% from 1990 levels by 2028 and 75% by 2050 

The Town of Jericho has identified goals and strategies to contribute to these State's goals. 
Jericho’s Enhanced Energy Plan describes its existing energy infrastructure, identifies specific 
targets for total energy use reduction and renewable energy generation, articulates strategies 
for meeting these targets, and maps the most suitable areas for renewable energy generation. 
This plan is in alignment with the Chittenden Regional Planning Commission ECOS plan (2018) 
and uses data from the Long-range Energy Alternative Planning (LEAP) completed by the 
Vermont Energy Investment Corporation.  

This plan addresses strategies for energy management across all end uses, including residential 
uses (28% of all energy used in Vermont), commercial (19%), industrial (14%) and 
transportation (39%) (US Energy Information Administration State Profile, 2016). To meet the 
state’s goals, energy use in all of these sectors must be transformed. A swift adoption of 
renewable technologies and increased electric efficiency will be necessary. The strategies 
described in this plan will lead the town towards these goals.  

CURRENT Transportation and Residential/Commercial (heating energy) sectors.ENERGY 
UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE  
 

Electricity Distribution and Transmission  

Two electric utilities provide grid service to Jericho consumers: 
● Green Mountain Power (GMP) serves approximately 1500 customers in a wide strip 

north and south of VT Route 15, as well as most of the southwest corner of the town. 
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GMP took over the territory parallel to VT Route 15 when it acquired Central Vermont 
Public Service. 

● Vermont Electric Cooperative (VEC) serves approximately 570 customers in the 
southeast corner of Jericho, including much of Jericho Center, as well as the far northern 
and western edges of the town. 

Map 1412 in the appendix shows the GMP and VEC service areas. 

Jericho’s electric utility service territories grew organically from Vermont Electric Cooperative’s 
original mandate as part of the Rural Electrification Act (around 1938) to provide electric 
service to unserved areas of the state.  The Public Service Board (now the Public Utilities 
Commission) later formalized boundaries to reduce redundant utility infrastructure.  Owing to 
this rather unusual history, utility service territories seldom follow neat geographic or political 
boundaries.  In a few locations in Jericho, both utility companies provide service on the same 
road.  It can be confusing and aggravating for customers of one utility who have lost power to 
see that neighbors served by the other utility still have it. 

GMP’s distribution system originates from a substation on Route 15 near the Jericho/Underhill 
border, served by a sub-transmission line from Fairfax. A three-phase distribution line runs west 
along Route 15 to the Essex town line, terminating at a Champlain Water District pumping 
station on the Essex side. Three-phase service also extends south along Browns Trace to a 
metering point about midway between Route 15 and Packard Road. All other GMP service in 
Jericho is single-phase, mostly branching off the 3-phase line. Service in the far southern 
portions of Jericho is fed from lines along Route 117 between Richmond and Williston. See the 
map of GMP’sGMP and VEC’s Jericho distribution facilities on Map 12 in Appendix A. 

The three-phase distribution line along VT Route 15 interrupts the scenic view of Mount 
Mansfield, a view that helps make Jericho an attractive place to live.  Relocating the line 
underground would restore the uninterrupted view of the mountain, reduce the hazard posed 
by utility poles too close to the highway, improve electrical reliability and provide a right-of-way 
for a sidewalk from Underhill Flats to Jericho Corners.  The Town should begin working with 
Green Mountain Power immediately to jointly develop a plan for burying this line. 

Vermont Electric Cooperative provides three-phase service from a metering point on Browns 
Trace southward to Mt Mansfield Union High School and the Army National Guard at Ethan 
Allen Road.  Single phases branch out from this line south along Browns Trace and west along 
Lee River and Packard Roads.  VEC’s single-phase service in the northern (Cilley Hill) and 
western (Skunk Hollow) portions of Jericho originates from a subtransmission line between 
Essex and Westford. 

VEC’s pole lines are generally constructed to follow the shortest straight-line route.  The lines 
are often in the woods where damage is likely and access is difficult.  In contrast, GMP’s lines 
mostly follow public roads.  The difference in construction practices results in a significant 
difference in reliability as illustrated by actual outage data provided by both utilities, as shown 
in Table 11.1. 
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Table 11.1  Utility Outage Data 

 VEC GMP 

Year cstmrs total outage 
hours 

avg 
outage 
hours 

cstmrs total 
outage 
hours 

avg 
outage 
hours 

2010 554 37648 67.96 1692 41 0.02 

2011 560 9623.7 17.19 1691 106.4 0.06 

2012 570 8436.5 14.80 1677 105 0.06 

2013 571 17693.2 30.99 1667 363.3 0.22 

Source:  VEC and GMP 
These statistics suggest that any consumer within VEC’s Jericho service territory should 
consider installing a backup generator. or a battery system. In-home battery storage systems 
can be leased from Green Mountain Power, but there is currently a waiting list for the program 
and purchasing the systems can be prohibitively expensive. This may change over time, making 
technology more accessible.  

Electricity Generation  

Private solar (photovoltaic or PV) collectors and solar hot water heaters are becoming popular 
in Jericho and Vermont as a whole.  According to the State Department of Public Service and 
the Vermont Community Energy Dashboard, 163 solar arrays have been permitted in Jericho as 
of 2017, as shown in Table 11.2. As of this writing, the Town of Jericho is pursuing a 1.6 MW 
solar array on the former landfill at Mobbs Farm.  

 

Table 11.2 Existing Renewable Electricity Generation in Jericho  

 Sites Power (MW) Energy (MWh) 

Solar  275 2.6 2,943 

Wind  0 0 0 

Hydroelectric 0 0 0 

Other  0 0 0 

Total  275 2.6 2,943 

Source: Community Energy Dashboard, November 2018    

Innovative financing plans offered by several companies have reduced the upfront cost of solar 
PV and water heating systems.  Favorable power purchase terms offered by local utilities (so-
called “net metering” arrangements) have made these investments attractive over the long 
term.  As a result, individual PV systems have been installed at many locations in Jericho.  
Browns River Middle School now uses solar PV lighting in its parking lot.  At least three 
community solar arrays with a combined capacity of 665 kW have been installed, benefitting 
many households. 

Natural Gas 
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Since 2008, Vermont Gas Systems has provided natural gas service along VT Route 15 and 
adjoining roads, from the Essex Town Line to Underhill. 

According to data provided by Vermont Gas Systems, they currently serve more than 700 
customers in Jericho, as shown in Table 11.24.  While electric utilities have a regulatory 
obligation to serve all consumers within their designated service territory, Vermont Gas is 
obliged to prove the economic feasibility of any proposed new construction.  Generally, this 
restriction limits gas service to highly developed areas or locations with an “anchor load” such 
as a large industrial or institutional facility.  Natural barriers such as river crossings or rock 
formations can make it economically impractical to serve all potential customers within the 
approved “footprint.”  For Jericho, natural gas service will probably not expand beyond the 
vicinity of VT Route 15.  

Natural gas infrastructure in Jericho could be positive for economic development and for 
lowering home heating costs, but its energy impacts are more complicated. Greenhouse gas 
emissions from natural gas use are lower than fuel oil, making it a possible bridge fuel from fuel 
oil to renewable technologies. However, once they have invested in installing natural gas 
infrastructure, building owners may be unlikely to switch heating sources again. In the future, 
this infrastructure may be utilized for renewable natural gas (biomethane), a nascent 
technology whose availability may increase over the life of this plan. Going forward, the town’s 
energy committee should focus efforts on promoting the benefits of switching from fuel oil to 
renewable energy sources for heating, rather than to natural gas. Vermont will not be able to 
reach its goal of switching to 90% renewable thermal energy by 2050 without changes in state 
policy regarding the permitting of additional fossil fuel infrastructure.  

ANALYSIS AND TARGETS 

Current inventories of energy sources and projections of future energy use are found below. 
Future energy use targets come from the Long-range Energy Alternatives Planning (LEAP) 
analysis for Chittenden County, completed by the Vermont Energy Investment Corporation 
(VEIC). LEAP shows the most likely path for Jericho to meet the State’s energy goals, based on 
current technology. For detailed information on LEAP, see the 2018 Chittenden County ECOS 
Plan – Supplement 6.    

Thermal Energy  
Tables 11.3 and 11.4 below show available data on current home heating fuel by source. To 
meet Jericho’s energy goals, most thermal energy use must come from renewable sources in 
the future. Most heating in Jericho uses fossil fuels, although it is difficult to estimate exactly 
how many residents are using fossil fuels to heat their homes. Fossil fuel-based energy use is 
costly from an economic and environmental perspective.  Additionally, some residents use 
wood to meet supplemental heating needs. Use of fuel oil/kerosene, propane and wood must 
be estimated through the American Community Survey. Vermont Gas makes data available 
regarding the use of natural gas.  
 

http://www.ecosproject.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/ECOSPlan_ProcessSupplement6_EnergyData_Methodology_Final20180615.pdf
http://www.ecosproject.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/ECOSPlan_ProcessSupplement6_EnergyData_Methodology_Final20180615.pdf
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Table 11.2  Vermont Gas Service in Jericho3 
Number of Homes Heating with Delivered Fuels 

2011 2016 

TypeNumber of homes heating with Fuel oil, Kerosene 
Number719 

homes 
(39%) 

588 homes (30%) 

Place of WorshipNumber of homes heating with Propane 
3470 homes 

(25%) 
342 homes (18%) 

CommercialNumber of homes heating with Wood 
20252 

homes 
(14%) 

336 homes (17%) 

Multi-FamilySources: American Community Survey 2007-2011 and 2012-2016 5-Year Estimates 
School 2  

Single Family 596  

Grand Total 707  
Source:  Vermont Gas Systems  

OVERVIEW OF ENERGY 
SOURCES 
Most heating and 
transportation in Jericho use 
fossil fuels, except 
supplemental heat that uses 
wood.  

Table 11.3 below shows home heating fuel by source.  
 

Table 11.3  Home Heating Fuel 
Source:  2000 US Census; 2009-2003 US Census, 2013 American Community Survey.  2013 Courtesy of Chittenden County Regional Planning 
Commission. Jericho data are extrapolated from statewide data . We believe that Jericho has progressed farther than other towns in 
installing new heating technology but have no data to back up our contention. 

Table 11.4 Vermont Gas Service in Jericho, 2015 

Type Number of 
Premises 

Consumption (MMBtu) 

Residential 706 68,468 (86% of natural gas consumption) 

Commercial/Industrial 23 7,335 (11% of natural gas consumption) 

Institutions  2 3,457 (5% of natural gas consumption)  

This Town Plan seeks to move Jericho toward secure and affordable energy sources that 
have minimal environmental impact.  The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund has created a 
statewide renewable energy resource inventory that identifies areas for various kinds of 
renewable energy generation.  This data will help to identify the most viable sources of 
renewable energy in Jericho.  The inventory may help us determine whether any public or 
quasi-public properties or buildings have the potential to develop renewable energy 
resources. 

Renewable energy has become more common because of net metering, which enables 
homeowners or businesses to feed electricity they generate directly into the grid and be 

Primary Heat Source per Household 

 2000 2009-2013 

Utility gas 25 498 

Bottled tank, or LP gas 490 352 

Electricity 33 24 

Fuel Oil, Kerosene 1051 607 

Wood 152 341 

Other fuel 0 28 
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paid the retail rate or higher.  This arrangement provides an incentive for both individual and 
community photovoltaic (PV) installation.  Under Vermont State Law, net metered facilities 
are regulated by the Public Service Board rather than by local permitting.  Because the PSB 
considers local regulations, the Town should adopt policies to encourage net metering while 
preserving aesthetics.  The Town places a high value on the scenic view sheds of Mt. 
Mansfield and Camel’s Hump.  These view sheds as well as locations identified as “scenic” 
on Map 7, Habitat and Natural Areas, are poor sites for renewable energy generation.   
 

Between now and 2050, the LEAP model projects major changes in thermal energy use for 
residential, municipal and commercial buildings. The LEAP model assumes that total thermal 
energy use will decrease due to (1) increased building weatherization, (2) advances in energy 
efficient technology, and (3) increased use of heat pumps and wood heat across building types. 
The tables below show the LEAP model results for commercial and residential thermal energy 
use between 2015 and 2050. 
 

 

 

Table 11.5 LEAP Model Estimates of Future Commercial Thermal Energy Use, 2015-2050  

 2015 2025 2035 2050 

Total Commercial Thermal Energy Use (MMBtu) 63,018 61,673 58,743 51,959 

Percent of Commercial Establishments Weatherized by 
Target Year  

14% 25% 27% 48% 

Energy Saved by Weatherization by Target Year 
(MMBtu)  

1,514 3,315 4,597 11,078 

Commercial Establishments Using Heat Pumps (%) 1% 27% 44% 50% 

Commercial Thermal Energy Use by Heat Pumps 
(MMBtu) 

116 5,001 9,886 14,771 

Commercial Establishments Using Wood Heating (%) 9% 12% 13% 14% 

Commercial Thermal Energy Use Attributable to Wood 
Heating (MMBtu) 

4,682 7,462 10,278 15,048 

Sources: LEAP Model, Department of Public Service, Department of Labor  
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Jericho and surrounding areas have an abundant wood supply.  While much of the new growth 

has little value for timber production, it is still valuable for energy.  As noted above, many 
residents use cordwood as a supplemental heat source.  Mount Mansfield Union High School 
and Browns River Middle School currently use woodchip burners to generate heat. Each winter. 
the high school burns approximately 600 green tons of wood, and the middle school burns 
approximately 300 green tons of wood. However, these systems are both about 25 years old, 
and may need replacing during the life of this plan. Any replacement systems should also be 
wood or another renewable fuel.  

Replacement of old furnaces and wood stoves with new, cleaner burning onespellet-burning 
furnaces should be considered to protect air quality. Pelletized wood and grass and “waste-to-
fuel” methane digestion can be used to generate heat or electricity.  Several Chittenden 
County Towns, including Jericho, received a grant from the Chittenden County Regional 
Planning Commission, to study biomass production in the region.  

Private solar (photovoltaic or PV) collectors and solar hot water heaters are becoming 
popular in Jericho and Vermont as a whole.  According to the State Department of Public 
Service, we have 84 solar arrays in Jericho/Jericho Center either functioning or in the 
application process, as shown in Table 11.4. 
 
Table 11.4  Solar Arrays in Jericho as of September, 2015 

 Green Mountain Power Vermont Electric Coop 

Completed  47  34 

Pending 2 1 
Source:  GMP, 9/15 and VEC 9/15 

And at least one small Community Solar Array, which benefits many households, has been 

Table 11.6  LEAP Model Estimates of Future Residential Thermal Energy Use, 2015-2050 

 2015 2025 2035 2050 

Total Residential Thermal Energy 
Use (MMBtu) 

190,860 171,104 145,076 100,445 

Percent of Residences 
Weatherized by Target Year  

1% 14% 36% 100% 

Energy Saved by Weatherization 
by Target Year (MMBtu)  

679 7,987 21,816 68,284 

Percent of Residences Using Heat 
Pumps  

3% 18% 37% 60% 

Residential Thermal Energy Use 
from Heat Pumps (MMBtu) 

1,909 11,090 22,816 33,451 

Residences Using Wood Heating 
(%) 

14% 14% 14% 14% 

Residential Thermal Energy Use 
from Wood Heating (MMBtu) 

29,876 31,421 31,451 27,634 

Sources: LEAP Model, Department of Public Service  
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installed.  

While not energy generation in the traditional sense, passive solar, or the direct use of sunlight 
for heat and light, can reduce energy use and costs.  Passive solar design is discussed at greater 
length in “Land Use Planning and Site Design” below. 
 
Electricity  
Residential uses are responsible for most of Jericho’s current electricity consumption. While the 
LEAP model projects a reduction in total energy use by 2050, electricity use is projected to 
increase. This is due to the projected electrification of the light duty transportation fleet and 
the increased use of heat pumps, especially for residential heating. 
 

 

Jericho once generated much of its energy from local hydrological sources; numerous mills 
stood beside its rivers, which today generate no power.  The redevelopment of waterpower 
is impeded by high capital costs and state and federal regulations conceived for larger 
facilities.  With appropriate measures to protect aquatic habitat and public safety, this 
resource bears scrutiny. 

Wind energy has been controversial in other locations due to concerns about aesthetics, 
noise and wildlife mortality.  With appropriate constraints, wind energy could be harnessed 
in Jericho on a small scale.  Limited clearing should be undertaken when constructing wind 
turbines. 

Table 11.7 Electrical Energy Use, 2015 

Residential Electric Energy Use (MWh) 15,021 

Commercial and Industrial Electric Energy Use (MWh) 5,804 

Total Electric Energy Use (MWh) 20,824 

Sources: Efficiency Vermont, October 2017  

Table 11.8 LEAP Model Estimates of Future Electrical Energy Use, 2025-2050  

 2015 2025 2035 2050 

Total Electricity Use (MWh)* 12,982 15,641 19,935 25,835 

Total Electric Energy Saved (MWh) 272,700 3,242,100 6,544,800 12,241,200 

Residences that have increased their 
Electric Efficiency 

3% 30% 58% 98% 

Commercial Establishments that 
have Increased Their Electric 
Efficiency  

3% 30% 58% 98% 

Source: LEAP Model 
*Please note that because of the difficulty of projecting industrial electricity use and the 
small amount of industrial activity in Jericho, projected industrial electricity use is not 
included in these data.  
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Transportation accounts for approximately one-third of all energy use in the United States and 
probably more in Jericho.  It represents a major use of fossil fuel and the single biggest source 
(approximately 44%) of greenhouse gas emissions in Vermont. Measures that reduce the use of 
the single-occupancy motor vehicle include planning for compact, mixed-use development in 
village centers, pedestrian and bicycle friendly roadways, local park-and-ride facilities, 
carpooling, and public transit.  Jericho has worked closely with the Chittenden County 
Transportation Authority to bring regular bus service to two of Jericho’s Village Centers.  The 
town has installed new sidewalks in Jericho Center and elsewhere to provide for safer bicycle 
and pedestrian traffic.  These measures are discussed at greater length in the Transportation 
Chapter of this Plan.    
  
The tables below show the light duty vehicles that are currently registered to addresses in 
Jericho.  

 
To meet the state’s goals of 90% renewable energy by 2050, major changes will be needed in 
the transportation sector. The LEAP model projects that 89% of light duty vehicles will be 
electric cars and 96% of energy used by heavy-duty vehicles will come from biodiesel rather 
than fossil fuels. The Town of Jericho can encourage this fuel shift by providing charging spaces 
in public parking areas and working with partners to educate residents on vehicle benefits. 
 
In addition to reducing single occupancy vehicle use, vehicles must shift away from fossil fuels 
to meet Jericho’s energy goals. While many forms of non-fossil fuel cars may be available in the 
future, current technology suggests that electric vehicles are the most likely to replace gas-
burning light duty vehicles, and biodiesel-capable engines are the most likely to replace heavy-
duty vehicles. Widespread adoption of non-fossil fuel vehicles will depend on cost 
competitiveness, reliability and other factors that play into individual and business choices. This 
is especially true with regards to the Town of Jericho’s vehicle fleet, which consists of medium 
and heavy-duty trucks for road work and plowing. The Town evaluates fuel efficiency when 
replacing vehicles, but technology and cost competitiveness must advance significantly before 
the Town will consider alternative fuels for its road maintenance vehicles.   
 
 

Table 11.9 Current Municipal Transportation Energy Use 

Fossil Fuel Burning Light Duty Vehicles, 2015 3,945 

Electric Light Duty Vehicles (including plug in hybrids), 
July 2017 

28 

Sources: DMV, Drive Electric Vermont   
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION  

The least expensive energy is the energy we don’t use.  Simple actions such as replacing 
inefficient lighting and appliances can save energy and money.  Other more complex 
improvements such as increased building insulation and weather sealing can save even more.  
Energy audits are essential in determining which insulation and air-sealing improvements 
should be made, as well as the effectiveness of the measures undertaken.  Jericho should 
promote energy audits which often reveal low-cost improvements residents can make 
themselves. 

Municipalities and schools can be models for energy conservation and efficiency. The Jericho 
Elementary and Underhill I.D. schools have installed more efficient outdoor lighting.  The 2008 
renovation of the Jericho Town Hall included installation of modern windows, improved 
insulation, energy efficient lighting, and HVAC systems.  Energy efficiency retrofits were 
completed at the Jericho Community Center, Jericho Town Library, Jericho Highway Garage, 
and Mount Mansfield Union High School, but more work is needed. Jericho should lead by 
example and continue to make energy efficient retrofits to other municipal buildings and lead 
by example.  Care should , such as the Town Library.  Any work performed needs to be takenin 
completed so as not to disturb the historic character of a building.  Resources are available to 
ensure energy efficiency improvements that preserve historic character. 

Table 11.10 LEAP Model Estimates of Future Transportation Energy Use, 2025-2050  

 2015 2025 2035 2050 

Total Light Duty Transportation 
Energy Use (MMBtu) 

279,001 232,433 147,231 64,169 

Electricity Used for Light Duty 
Transportation (MMBtu)  

221 3,100 21,365 45,092 

Light Duty Electric Vehicles (% of 
Vehicle Fleet) 

1% 6% 41% 89% 

Biofuel Blended* Energy Used for 
Light Duty Transportation 
(MMBtu)  

278,780 229,334 125,866 19,077 

Biofuel Blend*Light Duty Vehicles 
(% of Vehicle Fleet) 

99% 94% 59% 11% 

Heavy-Duty Transportation Energy 
Use from Biodiesel (Percent of 
Total) 

4% 33% 58% 96% 

Heavy-Duty Transportation Energy 
Use from Fossil Fuels (Percent of 
Total) 

96% 67% 42% 4% 

*This measures biofuels blended with fossil fuels. A common example is gasoline with ethanol 
mixed in.  

Sources: VTrans, LEAP Model 

Measures based on 
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Efficiency upgrades completed as a result of a comprehensive energy auditsaudit qualify for 
incentives from Efficiency Vermont (EVT), Vermont’s energy efficiency utility.  EVT offers 

rebates and incentives for homeowners’ purchase and installation of energy efficient products 
and works with commercial and non-residential property owners to plan and implement energy 
conservation strategies.  Energy efficiency services are also available from Vermont Gas 
Systems and from Champlain Valley Weatherization Services for qualified households. Projects 
undertaken with Efficiency Vermont during 2014, 2015 and 2016 are shown below. These 
efforts will help the Town meet its goals of decreasing per capita total energy use by 2050, as 
shown in Table 11.13.  

Land Use Planning and Site Design 

Land use planning can significantly reduce energy consumption.  Directing development toward 
Jericho’s three Village Centers and the Commercial District can reduce Jericho’s energy 
consumption.  It works in several ways: 

● Concentrating residential development and infrastructure close to local services reduces 
the need to commute by automobile.  Transit service is more viable when populations 
are concentrated rather than spread out over wide distances. 

● Natural gas lines are more often found in areas with higher population density. Existing 
natural gas infrastructure may provide opportunities for conversion to renewable 
natural gas in the future. Additionally, dense areas may be candidates for future 
combined heat and power systems. However, as discussed in the Current Energy Utility 

Table 11.11 Recent Residential Energy Efficiency Projects    
2014 2015 2016 

Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® Leads 30 30 17 

Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® Projects 13 16 7 

Total Residential Projects (includes Home Performance 
with ENERGY STAR® projects) 

51 103 99 

Source: Efficiency Vermont, October 2017 

Table 11.12 LEAP Model Estimates of Future Total Energy Use Per Capita (Excluding 
Industrial Electricity Use) 2015-2050  

 2015 2025 2035 2050 

Total Energy Use (MMBtu) 577,173 518,577 419,070 304,723 

Population  5,082 5,202 5,279 5,511 

Total Energy Use Per Capita (MMBtu)   114 100 79 55 

Reduction in Total Energy Use Per 
Capita since 2015 

-- -12% -30% -51% 

Source: LEAP Model 
*Please note that industrial electricity use is recognized as the most difficult element to project 
in the LEAP model, because of regional discrepancies in data from the commercial and 
industrial sector. Therefore, projected electricity use and total energy use are reported two 
ways: with industrial electricity use included and excluded.   
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Infrastructure section of this plan, Vermont will not be able to reach its goal of switching 
to 90% renewable thermal energy by 2050 without changes in state policy regarding the 
permitting of additional fossil fuel infrastructure.     

Multi-family dwellings and mixed-use structures are usually more efficient than single family 
dwellings due to decreased exposure from common walls.  Even for single family residential 
development, the small lot sizes allowed in the Village Center will probably result in smaller 
dwellings, which require less energy for heating, air conditioning, and lighting than large ones. 
Site design can also reduce energy use and costs:  

● Southern exposure for building sites provides immediate energy savings as well as 
potential future benefits.   

● Large window areas on the southern side of a building allow passive solar heating in the 
winter months.   

● South facing roof areas favor solar panels. 
● Clearing areas with solar access in mind facilitates future use of the sun. 
● Shelterbelts north of a building can buffer against cold winter wind and on the south 

side of a building can provide cooling shade in the summer. 

Local Food Production 

As noted elsewhere, more food is being grown in Jericho.  Local food includes production on 
small farms, farm stands, CSAs, community and neighborhood gardens, and family gardens.  
Selling and growing local food reduces the energy needed for transportation and storage.  
Growing local food may also use energy-saving techniques.   Jericho’s current Land Use and 
Development Regulations allow the roadside sale of agricultural products as an Accessory Use 
and farmers’ markets as a Permitted Use in all zoning districts. Additionally, Vermont’s Act 143, 
passed in 2018, limits municipal regulation of “accessory on-farm businesses.” This provides 
additional clarity to agricultural operations seeking to expand their businesses. More 
information on Jericho’s farming operations, including tax abatement programs and economic 
development strategies, can be found in Chapter 6 of this plan.  

GENERATION 

Meeting the goal of 90% renewable energy by 2050 will require a significant increase in 
electricity generation throughout Vermont. As part of Chittenden County’s regional energy 
plan, the 2018 ECOS Regional Plan, the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission set a 
high and low range generation goal for each of the County’s municipalities. Jericho’s range is 
annual generation of 14,523 to 25,201 MWh, in addition to the 1,347 MWh already being 
generated in the municipality as of 2017.1   
 

                                                           
1 Chittenden Country Regional Planning Commission has set high and low generation targets for the county and 
each municipality (see Supplement 6 of the 2018 ECOS Plan for the methodology). Any amount of generation 
within this range means that the town is producing its share of renewable energy generation for the county.  

http://www.ecosproject.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/ECOSPlan_ProcessSupplement6_EnergyData_Methodology_Final20180615.pdf
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The Town of Jericho is open to considering all forms of renewable energy generation, including 
solar, wind and hydroelectric. Wind energy has been controversial in other locations due to 
concerns about aesthetics, noise, and wildlife mortality.  With appropriate constraints, 
including limiting the amount of land that would need to be cleared, small-scale wind energy 
production (as a general rule, one or two turbines with a hub height of no more than 50 
meters) could contribute to Jericho’s renewable energy generation goals. While Jericho 
historically once used local hydrological sources for much of its energy needs, it currently does 
not use any energy derived from hydro-electric generation. The redevelopment of hydro-
electric is impeded by high capital costs and state and federal regulations conceived for larger 

facilities.  
 
These goals are technology neutral, but estimating generation potential in Jericho for various 
technologies helps contextualize the goals. As shown in Tables 11.10 and 11.11 and Figures 1 
and 2, Jericho has a large amount of renewable energy potential, but only a small part of it 
would need to be developed to meet the generation goals.  

  

Table 11.13 New Renewable Electricity Generation Targets 

 2025 2035 2050 

 Low High Low High Low High 

Generation Targets – 
Any Technology 
(MWh) 

4,149 7,200 8,299 14,401 14,523 25,201 

Sources: LEAP Model and CCRPC Modeling 
These targets are in addition to what the municipality is already generating.  

Table 11.14 Land Available for Wind and Solar Generation  

 Prime Potential  Base Potential  

Solar   575 acres  
(3% of town) 

3,855 acres  
(17% of town) 

Wind  447 acres  
(2% of town) 

4,889 acres  
(22% of town)  

Source: CCRPC and the Department of Public Service, Vermont Center for Geographic 
Information   
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Table 11.15 LEAP Model Estimates of Future Renewable Electricity Generation Potential  

 Power (MW) Energy (MWh) 

Rooftop Solar* 4 4,712 

Ground-Mounted Solar* 
– Prime  

72 88,219 

Ground-Mounted Solar* 
– Base 

64 78,791 

Wind – Prime  18 54,815 

Wind – Base  196 599,538 

Hydro  See Map 17 for Potential Sites 

Biomass  See Map 7 for Forested Areas 

Methane Unknown Unknown 

Other Unknown Unknown 

Source: CCRPC and the Department of Public Service 
*Rooftop solar potential is calculated by assuming that a certain percentage of rooftops can hold 
solar systems. Ground-mounted solar potential reports how much land could be developed with 
solar based on its aspect and elevation, and does not remove space taken up by impervious 
surfaces like roofs. Therefore, rooftop solar potential cannot be added to ground-mounted solar 
potential, as this would lead to some generation potential being double counted. 

 
With 0.7% of its total acres developed with solar or 0.9% of its total acres developed with wind, 
Jericho could reach its high generation target (see Figures 1 and 2 below).     
 
Energy Generation Siting  
In order to reach the renewable electricity generation targets, Jericho will need to identify the 
most suitable areas to site these facilities. As articulated in the Town Plan, Jericho values its 
natural resources, its rural character, and its scenic view sheds, listing their protection and 
preservation as its first two goals. While it is important for Jericho to move towards secure and 
affordable energy sources, they must also have minimal environmental impact. Not all areas 
are suitable for renewable energy development.  
 
The State of Vermont and the Town of Jericho have defined certain resources as known and 
possible constraints. Known constraints are areas in which development, including renewable 
energy generation, is not appropriate. Possible constraints are areas in which the effects of 
development, including renewable energy generation, may need to be mitigated. State-defined 
constraints are protected by the ECOS Regional Plan and state agency review during the Public 
Utility Commission review process. These constraints ensure that energy generation in Jericho 
is subject to the same standards as other kinds of development. 
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State-defined known constraints are listed 
below and are shown on Map 18. 
 

 State-defined possible constraints are listed 
below and are shown on Map 19.  

• FEMA Floodways 

• DEC River Corridors  

• State-significant Natural Communities 

• Rare, Threatened, and Endangered 

Species  

• Vernal Pools  

• Class 1 and 2 wetlands (VSWI and 

advisory layers) 

 

 • Agricultural Soils and Hydric Soils  

• Act 250 Agricultural Soil Mitigation 

Areas 

• FEMA Special Flood Hazard Areas 

• Vermont Conservation Design Highest 

Priority Forest Blocks (Forest Blocks – 

Connectivity, Forest Blocks – Interior, 

Forest Blocks - Physical Land Division) 

• Highest Priority Wildlife Crossings  

• Uncommon species  

• Protected Lands (State fee lands and 

private conservation lands)  

Figure 1 - Land Area Needed to Meet Jericho’s High 
Target with 100% Wind Energy 

Figure 2 - Land Area Needed to Meet Jericho’s High 
Target with 100% Solar Energy  
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• Deer Wintering Areas  

 
The Town of Jericho has added additional constraints based on local policy. These resources are 
discussed in detail in the Natural Resources chapter of this plan (Chapter 4).  
 
Locally defined known constraints are listed 
below and are shown on the indicated maps.  
 

 Locally defined possible constraints are listed 

below and are shown on the indicated maps.  

• Groundwater Supply Source Protection 

Areas (Shown on Map 6)  

• Primary Conservation Areas as 

protected in the Natural Resources 

Overlay (Shown on Map 22)  

 • Secondary Conservation Areas as 

protected in the Natural Resources 

Overlay (Shown on Map 22) 

• Village Centers (shown on Map 2)2  

 
While it is important to identify constraints to renewable energy generation, it is also important 
to identify preferred sites. Articulating preferred sites for renewable energy generation is 
important because of the growth of net metering (the process by which homeowners or 
businesses feed electricity they generate directly into the grid and are paid the retail rate or 
higher for that electricity). Vermont’s Net Metering Rules (Rule 5.100, effective 7/1/2017) 
define preferred sites for net-metered renewable energy generation (any renewable 
technology besides hydroelectric). Net metering on preferred sites can be larger (up to 500 kW 
instead of 150 kW) and receive better net metering rates. (See the latest Vermont Public Utility 
Commission Rule Pertaining to Construction and Operation of Net-Metering Systems). Though 
they receive benefits, preferred sites are still subject to review by the Public Utilities 
Commission. Preferred sites as of 2019 are: 

• On a pre-existing structure  
• Parking lot canopies over permitted paved areas  

                                                           
2 Unlike the other constraints in this plan, development is encouraged in the Village Center areas. However, using 
the limited land area planned for growth for land intensive energy generation and transmission facilities is counter 
to this plan’s broader goals of compact, energy efficient development. Energy generation is appropriate in the 
Village Centers if it is incorporated into a preferred site, such as a parking lot or the roof of a building.  

A Note on Scenic Views 

Scenic views are important to the Town of Jericho, and this plan includes many implementation 
items calling for new incentives or regulations to preserve the town’s scenic beauty (Including 
implementation items 3.1.4.4, 3.2.1.2, 4.1.7.4 and 5.1.2.3). Though more specific local policies are 
still in development, Section 248 still requires energy generation facilities not to have an undue 
adverse effect on the scenic or natural beauty of an area.  The Town encourages applicants to work 
with neighbors and the planning commission to use strategies from the Views to the Mountain 
Manual to mitigate any that are projects proposed in the viewsheds identified as “most scenic” in 
that report.  
 

https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/views_to_the_mountains_manual_2011.pdf
https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/views_to_the_mountains_manual_2011.pdf
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• Previously developed land  
• Brownfields  
• Landfills  
• Gravel pits 
• Superfund sites  
• On the same parcel as a customer 

taking 50% or more of the output 
• Town-designated sites (Town-

designated preferred sites can be 
identified in a duly adopted 
municipal plan or through a joint 
letter of support by the town 
planning commission, town 
legislative body and regional 
planning commission) 
 

 

PATHWAYS: GOALS, STRATEGIES, AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Actions Taken  

In 2009, the Jericho Energy Task Force (JETF) was formed to tackle energy-related projects 
within the Jericho community, including energy efficiency, transportation, food production, and 
renewable energy.  JETF’s projects have included: 
 

● Street lighting efficiency improvements - In 2011 the task force took advantage of 
incentives offered by EVT to upgrade Jericho’s streetlights for increased efficiency.  The 
upgrade project, completed at no cost to Town taxpayers, removed about 10 
unnecessary fixtures and converted the 70 remaining fixtures to light-emitting diode 
(LED) technology.  Because of the lower lease rate on the LED fixtures, the Town is 
saving several thousand dollars annually on lighting costs while enjoying uniform 
lighting.  Jericho may bewas one of the first towntowns in Chittenden County to have all 
LED street lighting. 

● Home Energy Challenge - In 2013 the task force won $10,000 from Efficiency Vermont 
for encouraging community members to weatherize their homes via the Home Energy 
Challenge.  The money is helpinghelped make the Jericho Community Center more 
energy efficient. 

● Northeast Solar Energy Association Home Energy Tour - for three years, the JETF hosted 
tours of local energy efficiency projects. 

● Button Up Workshops - threefour workshops were held at the Deborah Rawson 
Memorial Library and more are planned. 

ACT 174 AND SUBSTANTIAL DEFERENCE 
 

In 2016, Act 174 established a process for 
“enhanced energy planning,” which 
encourages municipalities to write plans that 
are “energy compliant.” This plan meets the 
standards for energy planning established by 
Act 174 and outlined in 24 V.S.A. §4352. 
Therefore, the policies of this plan will 
receive substantial deference in §248 
proceedings. The Public Utility Commission 
shall apply the land conservation measures 
or specific policies in accordance with their 
terms unless there is a clear and convincing 
demonstration that other factors affecting 
the general good of the State outweigh the 
application of the measure or policy. This is a 
higher standard of review than “due 
consideration,” which the municipal plan’s 
policies would otherwise receive. 
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● Winter Movie Series - for fourseven years we have sponsored energy-related movies, 
presentations and lectures at the Deborah Rawson Memorial Library and Jericho 
Community Center. 

● Home energy visits were completed by volunteers and further visits are being planned 
with professional assistance.  

● Energy efficiency presentations and informational displays at local functions such as 
Town Meeting and Green Up Day. 

● Home Energy Makeover Trailer at Harvest Market. 
● Two years of electric vehicle displays and education took place at Harvest Market.  
● An eco-driving workshop was held. 
● Button Up Day - Energy efficiency information in cooperation with Jeri-Hill Hardware. 
● Bicycle Commuting and Hands Onon Bicycle Repair workshops. 
● Advised the Select Board and Planning Commission on energy-related matters 
● Assisted with the establishment and continuation of a CCTAGMT bus line. 
● Collaborate with other town energy committees to share information and advocate 

long-term policy changes. 

Goal 11.1.  Promote energy conservation through municipal example and by encouragement 
of appropriate actions by otherencourage public and private entities. to take 
appropriate actions to decrease energy consumption.  

Strategy 11.1.1.  ReduceEncourage the reduction of energy use and costs in municipal 
and school facilities. 

Implementation 11.1.1.1.  Identify cost effective improvements to reduce energy 
consumption and cost at public and quasi-publicly owned buildings, such as the 
community center, through professional energy audits.   

Implementation 11.1.1.32.  Include low cost energy efficiency retrofits as part of 
the annual building maintenance budget.  

Implementation 11.1.1.43.  Include high cost energy efficiency retrofits in the 
Capital Budget.  Pursue resources such as grants, bonds, and low interest loans 
to fund such retrofits. 

Strategy 11.1.2.  Encourage residents and businesses to decrease energy efficiency and 
consumption through conservation by private entities.  measures. 

Implementation 11.1.2.1.  Regularly update the town’s sources and uses of energy 
(energy use profile). 

Implementation 11.1.2.2.  ProvideContinue to provide Jericho residents and 
businesses with informational materials and presentations, regarding energy 
audits, weatherization, and energy efficiency. Continue to educate residents 
about options, and current financial incentive programs and incentives 
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currently available.  . 

Implementation 11.1.2.3.  Investigate opportunities to collaborate with neighboring 
towns and work with organizations and programs, such as Efficiency Vermont 
and the Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity, to encourage 
energy efficiency and reduce energy consumption.   

 
Implementation 11.1.2.4: Develop methods to accurately track residential 

weatherization projects.  
 
Implementation 11.1.2.5. Encourage weatherization by educating residents on the 

fact that weatherization efforts do not increase the assessed taxable value of a 
property. Evaluate Jericho’s potential participation in Property-Assessed 
Clean Energy (PACE) program and/or establishment Clean Energy 
Assessment District (CEAD). 

 
Implementation 11.1.2.6: Decrease the rate of conversion to natural gas by 

promoting the benefits of switching from fuel oil or kerosene to renewable 
systems like advanced wood heat or heat pumps.  

Strategy 11.1.3.  Improve the fuel efficiency of Town vehicle fleet to reduce costs and 
conserve energy. 

Implementation 11.1.3.1.  Adopt fuel efficiency standards as an important 
consideration in the acquisition and/or lease of new vehicles.   

Implementation 11.1.3.2.  Consider the cost-effectiveness and viability of diverse 
fuel-types, such as biodiesel, natural gas, and electric, when purchasing and/or 
leasing new vehicles. 

Implementation 11.1.3.3.  Maintain a regular schedule of vehicle maintenance to 
ensure efficient operation and minimum emissions. 

Implementation 11.1.3.4.  Educate municipal and school employees on energy 
efficient driving techniques by providing materials and workshops such as 
the “eco-driving” seminars developed by the UVM Transportation Research 
CenterEvaluate the feasibility of hybrid/biofuel vehicles in any RFP or purchase 
consideration for the road crew to eliminate idling for power-to-auxiliary 
systems. 

Implementation 11.1.3.5.  Develop a policy limiting idling ofEvaluate the feasibility 
of hybrid/biofuel vehicles in any RFP or purchase consideration for any 
municipal and school vehicles, as well as privatelight duty vehicles when on 
school or municipal grounds.   
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Implementation 11.1.3.6.  Consider the purchase of hybrid vehicles for the road 
crew to eliminate idling for power-to-auxiliary systems. 

Strategy 11.1.4.  Encourage privateJericho residents to conserve fuel efficiency and use 
of alternativerenewable fuels by private entities.   .    
 

Implementation 11.1.4.1.  ProvideDevelop and implement a comprehensive 
education program that includes educational materials/web resources and 
workshops about “eco-driving techniques,” fuel efficiency, and alternative fuels.  EV, 
biodiesel, current incentive programs, and collaborate with Drive Electric Vermont 
to host electric vehicle demonstrations. 

Implementation 11.1.4.2.  Work with the Mount Mansfield Union High School to 
incorporate energy efficient driving techniques into the drivers’ education 
curriculum. 

Implementation 11.1.4.3.  Find ways to reduce idling through education and 
enforcement of 23 V.S.A. §1110 which puts limits on idling. 

Implementation 11.1.4.4. Identify locations for electric vehicle charging stations in 
each of the Village Centers, such as the Jericho Market, and the Commercial 
District.  

Implementation 11.1.4.5. Work with GMP, VEC, and grant programs to identify 
funding sources for electric vehicle charging infrastructure.   

Implementation 11.1.4.6. Update zoning regulations to include language to clarify 
permitting requirements for new electric vehicle charging installations and 
support the ongoing development of this infrastructure. 

Implementation 11.1.4.7. Consider adopting a town-wide no-idling ordinance. the 
Vermont energy stretch code, which requires EV charging stations for new 
commercial development in the Village and Commercial Districts. 

Goal 11.2.  Promote the Development of Renewable Energy Resources. 

Strategy 11.2.1.  Encourage useIncrease the town’s capacity to generate between 
14,523 and 25,201 MWh of solar, wind, hydro, wood, biomass, and other 
additional renewable energy sourcesby 2050. 

Implementation 11.2.1.1.  Document how muchAppoint a town staff person to 
document on a regular basis the amount of Jericho’s energy comes from 
renewable resourcesenergy generated in Jericho. Track progress towards 
meeting goals stated in 11.2.1.  
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Implementation 11.2.1.2. Designate appropriate sites throughout Jericho as 
“preferred sites” for renewable energy generation. Net metering systems on 
preferred sites can be larger and receive better net metering rates.  

Implementation 11.2.1.3 Inventory public and quasi-publicly owned lands, buildings, 
and properties and evaluate their potential for renewable energy, including 
but not limited to solar, wind, hydro, and wood/biomass by consulting, and 
carbon sequestration. 

Implementation 11.2.1.4.  Identify potential sites for community solar systems, with 
assistance from the Vermont Renewable Energy Atlas and the Vermont 
Center for Geographic InformationTask Force and other meanspartners. 

Implementation 11.2.1.25.  Maintain the current height exemption for small 
renewable energy generation facilities found in the Land Use and Development 
Regulations.  Evaluate this exemption against advances in renewable energy 
technology and amend as necessary. 

Implementation 11.2.1.3.  Continue to offer density bonuses for developments 
which include “green building” techniques.   

Implementation 11.2.1.4.  Consider offering density bonuses for homes with 
passive solar siting. 

Implementation 11.2.1.5.  Consider potential sites, such as the former Town Dump 
for community solar systems. 

Implementation 11.2.1.6.  Consider additional local incentivesrevising existing 
zoning regulations to require solar-ready roofs for the voluntary use ofall new 
commercial construction. 

Implementation 11.2.1.7. Conduct a cost-benefit analysis for purchasing renewable 
energy for new residential and commercial buildings, such as Green Mountain 
Power’sEncourage use and development of renewable energy at public and quasi-
public lands, buildings, and properties. 

Implementation 11.2.2.1.  Consider purchasing programs such as “Cow Power”,” for 
electricity at public buildings. 

Implementation 11.2.2.2.  Inventory public1.8. Work with the Chittenden East 
Supervisory Union to encourage any future heating systems at Jericho 
Elementary School and quasi-publicly owned lands, buildings,Browns River 
Middle School remain wood systems or other renewables.  

Implementation 11.2.1.9. Development, including energy facilities, must avoid 
adverse impacts to the known constraints mapped and propertiesdefined in this 
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plan. 

Implementation 11.2.1.10. Development, including energy facilities, must minimize 
and mitigate impacts to the possible constraints mapped and defined in this 
plan. 

Strategy 11.2.2.  evaluateEncourage residents to increase their potential foruse of 
solar, wind, hydro, wood, biomass, and other renewable energy, including but not 
limited to solar, wood/biomass, and carbon sequestration.  Update the Vermont 
Sustainable Job Fund Energy Atlas with Jericho projects. sources to meet the 
town’s goal stated in Strategy 11.2.1.  

Implementation 11.2.2.3.  Investigate the potential1 Create and publicize a list of 
“waste-to-renewable energy” generation developers operating in Jericho. to 
educate residents who are thinking of installing solar panels or other 
renewable systems.  

Implementation 11.2.2.4.  Implement cost-effective renewable energy 
generation2 Educate residents about opportunities to purchase or lease in-
home battery storage systems, especially combined with net metering 
projects, to reduce the need for generators during power outages. 

Implementation 11.2.2.3 Request that are compatible with the useshomeowners’ 
associations do not impede the town’s energy strategy by having covenants 
which include, among other options, minimum house sizes, restrictions on 
output of individual propertiessolar panels, or requirements that homes face 
in a direction which does not provide for passive solar heating. 

Strategy 11.2.4.5 Review zoning regulations and incentives and evaluate how they move 
Jericho towards meeting the energy goals. 

Implementation 11.2.2.5. 6 Continue to offer density bonuses for developments that 
follow the Vermont Stretch Energy Codes.   

Implementation 11.2.2.7. Consider offering density bonuses and other local 
incentives for new residential and commercial development, especially in the 
Commercial District, for implementing passive solar siting and installing 
renewable energy systems. Density bonuses could be scaled proportionately to 
the amount of energy generated by the system.   

Implementation 11.2.1.8. Identify locations for electric vehicle charging stations in 
each of the village centers.state and local incentives for solar-ready roofs on 
new residential and commercial buildings.  

Goal 11.3.  Establish land use patterns and building practices that will result in the 
conservation of energy. 
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Strategy 11.3.1.  Establish and maintain land use patterns and implement bylaws that 
will encourage energy efficient building and neighborhood design and reducethat 
reduces dependence on the automobile. 

Implementation 11.3.1.1.  EncourageMaintain the existing zoning bylaws that 
encourage the concentration of residential and mixed -use development in 
the Village Centers.  Provide opportunities for local commerce in these 
areas and the Commercial District. 

Implementation 11.3.1.2.  Work with utility companies to plan for the efficient 
location of infrastructure necessary to support denser, mixed use land use 
patterns and expansion of fiber optics that facilitate telecommuting. 

Implementation 11.3.1.3.  Facilitate communications improvements such as phone 
and high-speed Internet service that support home businesses and reduce 
commuting. 

Implementation 11.3.1.4.  Recommend to the Selectboard the burial of overhead 
power lines.  Their burial would primarily make Jericho more beautiful by 
making Mount Mansfield more visible, but it could also reduce residents' 
fuel use if combined with sidewalk construction and laying of fiber optic 
lines.  Sidewalks encourage people to walk and bike.  Fiber optics make 
telecommuting possible.  Both measures would help reduce automobile 
traffic. Identify opportunities to bury overhead power lines. For example, 
work with power companies and VTrans to bury power lines and cables when 
roads are improved or constructed. and recommend to the Selectboard to 
consider burying lines when constructing sidewalks and laying fiber optic 
lines.   

Strategy 11.3.2.  Encourage Offer incentives for and provide education about building 
design standards that maximize solar exposure and promote building construction 
standards that incorporate measures for , and energy conservation.  

Implementation 11.3.2.1.  Provide educational materials about energy efficient site 
design.Consider adopting the Vermont Stretch Energy Codes for all new residential 
and commercial development.  

Implementation 11.3.2.2. Offer incentives for new residential and commercial buildings 
that result in NetZero buildings (buildings where the total amount of energy used an 
annual basis is roughly equal to the amount of renewable energy supplied to the 
building.) 

Implementation 11.3.3.3.  Consider adopting subdivision and site plan standards 
that promote solar gain and utilization of other renewable energy resources, 
moving Jericho toward a Passive House goal for standards. 

https://www.phius.org/phius-certification-for-buildings-products/project-certification/overview
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Implementation 11.3.2.3.4.  Encourage landscape designs that promote the efficient 
use of energy. 

Goal 11.4: Reduce transportation energy demand and single-occupancy vehicle use and 
encourage renewable energy sources for transportation.  

Strategy 11.4.1. Include energy efficiency and conservation in all future transportation 
planning.  Transportation planning shall encourage Encourage ridesharing, public 
transportation, road design, intersection design, and use by road design that is 
inclusive for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Implementation 11.3.34.1.1.  Improve infrastructure for bicycles and pedestrians by 
regularly painting fog lines and ensuring they are wide enough for use by 
cyclists, as well as sweeping road shoulders in the spring. See Goal 9.2 in the 
Transportation section for more details. Implementation 11.4.1.2.  Work to 
developsite and construct a small commuter parking lot in coordination with 
the CCRPC and CCTAGMT. 

Implementation 11.3.34.1.3.  Consider building roundabouts at intersections of town 
roads, such as Brown’s Trace and Lee River Road, where they can increase 
safety, reduce and improve traffic jams, and enhanceflow.  

Implementation 11.4.1.4. Support the aestheticsplanning efforts of the Tri-Town 
Alternative Transportation Committee regarding public transportation for 
Jericho, Underhill and Cambridge.  

For other energy-related transportation strategies, including the promotion of 
multimodal transportation systems, see Chapter 9 of the Jericho Town Plan.  
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Maps 

Map 1 – 13: No change 
Renewable Energy Resources: Map 14 
Jericho Center – Designated Village Center Boundary: Map 15 Map 14 
Jericho Corners – Designated Village Center Boundary: Map 16 Map 15 
Riverside – Designated Village Center Boundary: Map 17 Map 16 
 
Renewable Energy Sites and Preferred Sites: Map 17 (New) 
State Known Constraints: Map 18 (New) 
Possible State Constraints: Map 19 (New) 
Potential Wind Energy Resource Areas: Map 20 (New) 
Potential Solar Energy Resource Areas: Map 21 (New)  
Natural Resources Overlay District: Map 22 (Newly added to Town Plan from land use 
regulations) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


