
CELINA 2040
COMMUNITY FORUM 2:
CULTIVATE CELINA

Thank you to the community for 
participating in Celina 2040’s
Community Forum 2: Cultivate Celina!

This recap contains a summary of feedback from 
Community Forum 2, which took place July 12, 2019, 
from 4pm-8pm. The recap does not represent all 
feedback gathered at the event or all feedback 
reviewed and considered. 

RECAP: JULY 12, 2019



The evening was fun-packed 
with numerous feedback 
stations, face painting and 
a balloonist for the kids, 
and the Friday Night Market 
taking place on the Square. 
The community had the 
opportunity to enjoy what 
makes Celina great while 
also cultivating Celina’s 
future through ideas and 
comments. 

Community Forum 2: Cultivate Celina was held on July 12, 2019, in Downtown Celina 
from 4pm to 8pm. Community Forum 2 was the second of three public engagement and 
outreach events to gather feedback for the City’s Comprehensive Plan Update, Celina 
2040. 

The Comprehensive Plan considers a wide range of topics to guide the city, including 
land use, infrastructure, parks and recreation, community character, and much more! 
Comprehensive plans should be updated, with the help of the community, every three to 
five years to align with new development and community member sentiment. Not only is 
the area within the city limits planned for, but also areas outside of its boundaries that may 
one day be a part of Celina.

Over 200 people came to the event to collaborate with the Planning team and City Staff, 
weighing in on ideas for Celina 2040, including:

• Housing,
• Mobility/Transportation,
• Special Places, and
• Design.

OVERVIEW
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MOBILITY

Jars of the Future

As the city continues to invest in its infrastructure 
network, the Jars of the Future exercise was used to 
gather feedback on what the community feels are the 
top considerations in designing Celina’s future mobility 
network. Eight different jar options were provided, and 
each person was given eight coins to either distribute 
evenly or provide more coins to their top priorities as 
they felt appropriate. 

The results are as follows:

Comments noted the desire for more connections around the city, including sidewalks, 
trails, and bike lanes, which could connect parks and natural areas and provide travel 
choice. In addition, another theme was safety, including lighting and traffic control, and 
the quality of roadways. 

For the full wording of the jar choices, please visit the Mobility Survey on www.
Celina2040.com through7/26/19.
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Street Typologies & Tradeoffs

Multiple boards were set up reflecting different streetscapes and design alternatives. 
Feedback overwhelmingly favored multi-modal infrastructure and other amenities, such 
as:

• Sidewalks and trails
• Bike lanes and other bike facilities
• Safety
• Road expansions and improvements

Connectivity was noted as highly favorable with the community supporting sidewalks, 
trails, and bike accommodations throughout the city — connecting homes, schools, 
stores, and other destinations. Street designs were noted as needing to have a separation 
between bike and pedestrian spaces to increase safety. Another safety measure 
mentioned was the maintenance of tall grass and landscaping alongside major roads. 
Unkempt landscaping is causing visibility obstructions in some cases. 

Public transit and ride sharing/carpooling opportunities were also a frequent topic of 
conversation.  The community consistently advocated for wanting more of these options 
available within Celina and to adjacent cities.

Mobility Board Sampling:
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There was significant discussion on high-quality, native landscaping to create “green” 
connections and low-impact designs throughout the city. Many participants were concerned with 
how new roadways would affect their neighborhoods and how detention ponds were designed, 
living downstream from future developments. 

Consistent feedback was provided by the community on the importance of the following actions 
in Celina’s future:

• Keeping natural areas natural and respecting them properly as Celina develops;
• Preserving the remaining tree canopy and adding more trees;
• Restoring areas impacted by development/farming;
• Planning “green” connections between neighborhoods and larger scale parks along creeks; and
• Protecting habitats (birds, fish, pollinators, and other animals).

For more information on the natural systems in Celina, please visit:
https://arcg.is/0HmGPu

NATURAL SYSTEMS

Celina is very interested in preserving the rural/country feel as the city develops. 
To better understand the next steps in doing so, an interactive and educational 
station was provided which showed and discussed many features of Celina’s natural 
systems.  Feedback was gathered by using a sustainability framework to solicit ideas 
from the community on how to preserve the natural systems and open spaces that 
the community holds dear. 
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• Traffic and infrastructure

• Balancing with other residential   
types in the city

• Providing senior living

• General disagreement with it being in 
Celina

• Locating in certain locations (areas noted 
include Downtown and mixed-use areas)

• Balancing with other residential types in 
the city

• Providing a diversity of residents in the 
community

• Having controlled aesthetics

• General support with it being in Celina

SOME OF THE CONCERNS/
NEEDS DISCUSSED INCLUDED:

SOME OF THE LIKES/GOOD 
ASPECTS INCLUDED:

HOUSING

Walkable Multi-Story Development

The Celina City Council said that Celina can be the best at “Housing Choice” (i.e. price, 
form/design, amenities, and locations) in the 2018-2020 Strategic Plan. One property type, 
multi-family, has received a divided response from the community overall. To get a better 
understanding of the community’s opinions on multi-family and how to incorporate the 
land use in Celina as both commercial use support and housing diversity, a station asked 
the questions: what is good about multi-family and what are the concerns. In doing so, 
the Plan can incorporate what the community sees is going right and also address any 
challenges. 

There was extensive verbal feedback gathered at this station, which noted an 
acceptance of and appetite for walkable multi-story development, many noting its 
importance in providing an “age in place” concept, enhancing the growth of Downtown 
and employment centers, and providing housing  to complement Celina’s jobs.  This 
feedback was complemented with the caveat that multi-story development should be 
properly sited to ensure that existing neighborhoods are properly buffered.  
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Neighborhood Center

DESIGN

Placetypes are an important element to how the community experiences the city. The scale 
of the placetype can often determine how the community would like the area to develop. 
The station discussed three levels of placetypes — neighborhood, community, and regional 
centers. Participants were given dots to select the images they preferred. The total count of 
each image is reflected below. 

The feedback favored streets serving cars, pedestrians, and bicycles; gathering spaces in 
developments; and housing diversity in mixed-use developments. At the neighborhood 
scale, participants voted for both gathering spaces in and around neighborhoods. 

There was a genuine interest in walkable, mixed-use centers — the community favored 
a variety of housing types, active green spaces and water, and lively outdoor spaces 
(especially those with water elements). Many were supportive of a Legacy-scale regional 
center, stating that they would like to have this style of development in Celina instead of 
driving south for it.  About a third of those engaged with the station showed interest in 
getting transit connections in Celina. 

Participants noted the following regarding walkable, mixed-use centers: 

• Accommodating growth compactly and helping protect open spaces and agricultural land
• Having close proximity to walkable centers improves competitiveness of Celina
• Enhancing Celina’s livability

45 30 29

10 34 27
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Community Center

Regional Center

29 53 39

15 11 3

37 46 37

6 20 6
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KIDS DESIGN STUDIO

At the kid’s station, the younger members of the community (and some adults) colored 
pictures with walking and bicycling accomodations and Celina’s historic gazebo. In 
addition, children designed their dream neighborhood. Many drew green spaces and 
creative additions such as a space observatory, musical flowers, Carter Ranch, high-rises, 
and water amenities. 
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POSTS TO THE FUTURE

The stage is set for Celina to change in a number of ways over 
the next 20 years, but some things do not have to be different. 
Feedback was gathered for the community’s “posts to the 
future.” By finishing the sentence “Dear Celina, I hope you...”

The community provided comments, many relating to 
preserving the small town feel  and community of Celina — 
holding on to what makes Celina unique from other cities. 
In addition, other comments mentioned having parks, trails, 
and open space — mirroring much of the feedback from 
throughout the day and through other outreach points. 
Some also mentioned changes in taxes and supporting small 
businesses in the community. 
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PLEASE VISIT THE 
PROJECT WEBSITE AT 
WWW.CELINA2040.COM 
FOR MORE INFO ON 
WHAT’S COMING NEXT 
AND TO PROVIDE MORE 
IDEAS!

NEXT STEPS

The gathered feedback from the community will be used to draft the vision and 
Comprehensive Plan. Community Forum 3: Celebrate Celina will be held in 2020 as the 
Planning Team presents the draft Comprehensive Plan Update. The event will be used to 
ensure that the proposed Plan represents the community and to celebrate all that is Celina 
and all that Celina will become. Stay tuned!


