
Planning Commission Meeting Summaries 
 
In an effort to keep the public up to date on current Planning Commission activities we 
are providing summaries of recent meetings below. 
 
October 15, 2018 
 
The Jericho Planning Commission held a joint meeting with the Jericho Energy Task 
Force during the Energy Task Force's meeting time, Monday October 15. 
 
The PC and JETF heard a presentation from the Chittenden County Regional Planning 
Commission (CCRPC) on the Regional Energy Plan and the process to bring the Jericho 
Town Plan into conformity with both state energy requirements and the CCRPC Energy 
Plan.  If the Town would like to have a say in any Jericho renewable energy projects 
brought before the Public Utilities Commission, the Town will need to amend the energy 
chapter of the Town plan.  The CCRPC has offered to help in that amendment process.  
Both the JEFT and the PC have graciously accepted the offered assistance of the CCRPC. 
 
October 2, 2018 
 
They continued to look at some potential future draft Zoning Amendments.  The 
following items were discussed: 
 

• Accessory Apartments 
• Comments on zoning changes from the DRB.  These comments came from a 

joint meeting held with the PC in February. 
 
September 18, 2018 
 
The PC attended the Jericho Farmers Market last week.  They discussed how it went and 
looked ahead to their attendance at the October 6th market. 
 
The Town recently obtained access to an online engagement site.  They discussed the 
site and how to use it to engage the community.  More to come. 
 
The PC discussed and approved their Operating Procedures. 
 
They discussed future Zoning Amendments: Accessory Apartments, PUDS and 
Cemeteries. 
 
September 4, 2018 
 
Rob and Mia Groff are proposing to construct a dance studio adjacent to the schools on 
River Road.  They asked the PC to consider giving their support for their proposal for 
shared parking with BRMS and Underhill ID.  The PC agreed to compose a letter for the 
Groff's to provide to the school superintendent.  In doing so, the PC noted that they 
support shared parking wherever possible. 



 
The PC discussed the following future zoning amendments. 

• Cemeteries –They are changing the definition in Zoning to make it clearer that 
home burials are not subject to the Town Zoning Regulations.  They also 
agreed that they would revise the zoning to allow cemeteries as a conditional 
use in the Rural Agricultural Residential zoning district.  The Jericho Cemetery 
Commission is in support of these changes. 

• Accessory Apartments –In 2016 the PC considered making some changes to 
the accessory apartment regulations.  On August the PC looked at those old 
proposed changes and considered additional changes.  They will discuss 
Accessory Apartments at their next meeting further. 

 
The planner updated the PC on the online engagement platform that the Town will be 
using.  Stay tuned for more information on this and for how to get plugged in. 
 
The PC did not meet on August 21 
 
August 7, 2018 
 
The PC discussed the following: 
 
Some potential future (at a time to yet be determined) zoning changes that they have 
been discussing at several recent meetings.  Accessory Apartments, and cemeteries. 
 
2019 Municipal Planning Grant applications are due this fall.  The PC discussed some 
ideas for the grant, focusing on topics raised in the Town Plan.  They have decided to go 
ahead and apply for a planning project that would focus on the village centers and 
understanding their unique character and what they need to function to their fullest 
capacity in years to come. 
 
July 17, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission discussed some future zoning changes.  These changes are 
not proposed for the current round of amendments or any set date.  They discussed Fire 
and Life Safety issues, Accessory Apartments, Planned Unit Developments and 
Cemetery Uses 
 
The PC heard a status update on the Commercial District project.  The Selectboard 
recently approved additional funding for the master plan element of the project.  This 
will include more analysis of utilities as well as additional meetings with the public and 
the project leadership team. 
 
July 3, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission met on July 3rd and held a public hearing on a round of draft 
Land Use and Development (AKA Zoning) Regulations.  Following the close of the 
public hearing, they voted to pass along the round of amendments to the Selectboard for 



their public hearing(s). Included in this round of updates are changes to the below 
sections of the regulations: 

• Natural Resource Overlay District  
• Private Driveways 
• Trails/Pedestrian Facilities 

 
June 19, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission met with Lucy Gibson from DuBois & King presented the 
findings of the Riverside Street Network study.  She discussed the findings and 
recommendations of improvements for Dickinson Street and the potential street build-
out of the sawmill parcel behind the Jericho Market. 
 
PC discussed some new planning project and zoning changes.  Specifically, they talked 
about some changes to the Accessory Apartment language in the Lang Use Regulations.  
They will continue this discussion at their July 17th meeting. 
 
June 5, 2018 
 
The PC finalized changes to a round of updates to the Zoning Regulations.  They voted 
to move these changes forward to a public hearing on July 3.  This was a time for the 
public to ask any questions or offer comments on the proposed changes. 
 
May 15, 2018 
 
The PC and community meet with their consultant, Chris Sargent of DuBois & King, to 
kick off the Commercial District Project and plan for the upcoming year. 
 
The PC continued to discuss on the Natural Resources Overlay (NRO) District.  Small 
edits were made to the draft in response to additional comments, which includes those 
related to the "High Elevation Areas" (HEA), now "Higher Elevation Areas".  The NRO 
map was amended to reflect a refined definition of the HEA, "defined as all forested 
areas above the contour line that is 250 feet below any and all peaks that are at least 
1,000 feet in elevation that are located within a Contiguous Habitat Block."  As a result 
of the definition specifying that the HEA includes "all forested areas...", the NRO MAP 
was amended to remove the areas that are not currently forested. 
 
The PC also discussed adding language to require trails on lots that are going through 
development in areas of key trail connections as shown in the 2015 Bike and Pedestrian 
Plan and the 2016 Town Plan.  The Trails Committee will look into this further and 
report back to the PC as they hope to add this language to this round of Zoning 
amendments. 
May 1, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission continued discussion on the Natural Resources Overlay 
(NRO) District.  Small edits are still being made to the draft in response to additional 
comments.  Recent changes include simplifying confusing language, further defining the 



"High Elevation Areas", referencing other parts of the existing Zoning language, a 
standard for the Development Review Board to authorize relief from the requirements 
of the NRO, and exemption of Town constructed and maintained trails. 
 
The PC will meet with their consultant, DuBois & King to kick off the Commercial 
District Project and plan for the project during their May 15th Planning Commission 
meeting.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
They finally discussed agenda items for their upcoming Planning Commission meetings.  
The PC worked on a task list last year and the items on this list were the basis of their 
discussion.  During their June 5 meeting they will begin discussion on several items 
including:  comments received from the Jericho Underhill Fire Department, review 
comments received from the DRB, Accessory Apartments, review the cemetery use, 
Planned Unit Developments and stormwater regulations.  More information will be 
upcoming on these discussion items in the next few weeks.  
 
March 20, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission met ahead of the Natural Resources presentation briefly to 
discuss some potential language regarding trails to add to the Land Use Regulations.  
They also conducted two interviews for new PC members. 
 
February 22, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission first met at 6:30 pm for 30 minutes to plan for upcoming 
Natural Resource Overlay public outreach.  They then meet with the Development 
Review Board, during the DRB's normal meeting time.  The purpose of the meeting with 
the DRB was to mainly provide an opportunity for open communication between the 
boards. 
 
February 12, 2018 
 
The Planning Commission called a special meeting for Monday February 12th.  The 
following items were on the agenda: 

• The PC approved the RFQ for publication and talked about the process of hiring a 
consultant.  The plan is to have a small group of Planning Commissioners, 
members of the general public and Commercial District property owner work as a 
task force to hire the consultant.  More information on can be seen directly above. 

• The Planning Commission briefly discussed the status of the Natural Resources 
Overlay.  They decided to hold an informational meeting where they will have an 
outside professional come in and explain the importance of protecting natural 
resources, the natural resource data as well as process where that was gathered. 
At that time there will be a short discussion of the draft Natural Resources 
Overlay.  Following this information meeting, a workshop is proposed where the 
draft can be further discussed.  More information on this process as well as dates 
will follow shortly. 



• The Planning Commission discussed their joint meeting with the DRB on the 
February 22nd. 

• The PC will have a table at Town Meeting day stop by and see us! 
 
January 16, 2018 
 
The following items were discussed at this meeting: 
 

• The Planning Commission received a Municipal Planning Grant from the State of 
Vermont to continue the Commercial District planning project begun in 2016.  
The first step in this planning process is for the Planning Commission to select a 
consultant.  On Tuesday the PC discussed a draft Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ).  The RFQ is continuing to be edited by the Planning Commission and will 
also be reviewed by the Commercial District Property owners.  Any member of 
the public who wishes to submit comments may do so in writing to the Planner, 
Katherine Sonnick (ksonnick@jerichovt.gov), by February 2nd. The PC will make 
their final edits and approve for distribution to consultants at their next meeting 
on February 6th. 

• The Planning Commission has been working with the Conservation Commission 
on revising the Natural Resources Overly district.  They will talk about progress 
made and next steps.  They hope to provide further information at Town Meeting 
day as well as to hold a workshop in March.  More information about the 
workshop will follow. 

• The Planning Commission discussed their response to comments received about 
the Town's discontinuance of the Local Tax Stabilization program in 2016.  The 
Planning Commission is committed to carrying out the vision of the Town Plan to 
preserve the rural character of the Town and to this end will continue to seek 
ways such as crafting the Natural Resource Overlay district regulations and rural 
preservation measures.  They have passed on a letter regarding the comments 
received onto the Selectboard. 

 


