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This Frequently Asked Questions document (FAQ) was prepared by Katherine Sonnick, Town 
Planning Coordinator, to give factual information to help residents understand the zoning 
amendments recently recommended by the Planning Commission to the Selectboard.  For 
more information, including the full Natural Resources Overlay, please visit the town website. 

What is the Natural Resources Overlay, aka “NRO”? 

Jericho’s existing zoning regulations contain a Natural Resources Overlay District (NRO), which 
provides guidelines when land development occurs in specific locations that contain certain 
natural resources. The NRO has been a part of Jericho regulations for many years. 

A few years ago, Jericho’s Conservation Commission (CC) recommended to the Planning 
Commission (PC) specific changes to the NRO, so that Jericho’s important natural resources 
could be better protected. The recommendations came from over 10 years of efforts by the 
community to identify and evaluate our natural resources. These efforts culminated in the 2013 
Science to Action project and report. 

The Science to Action project made it clear to the commissions that the current NRO doesn’t 
protect the Town’s most important natural resources, and is not specific enough to help 
landowners and developers know how and what to do, to protect resources when they develop 
their land. 

The Conservation Commission worked with the Planning Commission to create a new Natural 
Resources Overlay District that they have recommended to the Selectboard as amendments to 
the zoning regulations. The new NRO aims to protect specific important resources through a 
map based on new data and through standards based on sustainable practices combined with 
Jericho’s specific community needs. 

What’s been the process to create a new NRO? How has the community been 
involved? 

Starting in 2015 and then restarting in fall 2017, the volunteers from the CC and PC worked 
together to draft a new NRO. Experts and publications from the U.S. Forest Service, Vermont’s 
Fish & Wildlife Department, the Regional Planning Commission, the Town Attorney, and outside 
consultants helped the CC and PC to identify the Town’s most valuable natural resources, to 
create a zoning overlay map to show the resources’ locations, and to draft standards that 
regulate how development can occur in these locations.  

Throughout the process to create a new NRO, the PC regularly posted updates to its website, 
Facebook page, and in Front Porch Forum, and the Town Planner published an article in the 

https://www.jerichovt.gov/index.asp?SEC=AE3894D9-5916-413A-99D0-3788D9D2844B&Type=B_BASIC
https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/Sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/Science_to_Action_Report.pdf
https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/Sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/Science_to_Action_Report.pdf
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March 15, 2018 Mountain Gazette. The CC and PC held several public meetings, including two 
well-attended public workshops in February and March 2018. Many residents shared their 
opinions, at these meetings and through phone calls, meetings, and emails, with the PC and the 
Town Planner. The Jericho Trails Committee also provided feedback. The CC and PC continued 
to refine the draft NRO, and each new version was posted to the Town’s website.  

In late May 2018 the draft NRO was basically ready to be finalized by the PC. After a couple 
additional regularly scheduled PC meetings and a public hearing on July 3rd, the PC decided to 
formally recommend to the Selectboard that they adopt the new NRO. 

What’s the status of a new NRO as of July 12, 2018? 

The PC finalized the NRO draft in May. In early July, the PC recommended to the Selectboard 
that they adopt the new NRO. The Selectboard will now consider the PC’s recommendation and 
will hold additional public hearings on August 2 and August 16. 

Why did the PC take action on the NRO at its meeting on July 3rd?  

The PC meeting agenda for July 3 included a public hearing on the “final draft” for the revised 
NRO, and a PC vote on whether to formally recommend the zoning amendments to the 
Selectboard for further consideration.  

- The Planning Commission considered alternative dates, but the July 3rd meeting would 
have the greatest number of PC attendees.  The decision to proceed with the hearing 
during this scheduled PC meeting the day before a holiday wasn't taken lightly. There 
are many demands on the PC’s time, from the Selectboard, from the DRB, and from 
residents, who all want the PC to complete many tasks. The PC has already started 
working on its next large project, to review the zoning regulations for the Commercial 
District and the PC wants to minimize the overlap between the NRO project and the 
Commercial District project in order to maximize public understanding and engagement. 
The PC was ready to proceed with the hearing.  

- Several members of the public attended the hearing. In fact, the meeting was one of the 
most well-attended PC meetings of the past year. After the PC heard and considered the 
comments from the public, the PC voted to formally recommend that the Selectboard 
consider the proposed changes to the zoning regulations.  

- The PC has been working with the Trails Committee and the Conservation Commission 
during their meetings on this set of regulation amendments for most of this year.  This 
process has been open, widely publicized and vetted by many community 
members.  Many changes were made to the draft zoning language as a result of public 
comment. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/23cacf_f0b841411d704349b82c6fd83b772c29.pdf
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How does the NRO affect me? 

If you are not applying for a zoning permit, then the NRO doesn’t directly affect you.  

The NRO only affects new development that 1) requires a Jericho zoning permit and 2) only 
when the new development will occur inside the resource. Most of the mapped areas remain 
available for development that follow the standards in the NRO. 

The NRO provides specific criteria and standards so the development can occur in a way that 
does not permanently destroy the resource and its ecological function.  

The NRO does not affect existing development. The NRO does not affect development that 
does not require a Jericho zoning permit. The NRO does not affect development that will occur 
outside the resource. Furthermore, the NRO does not apply to smaller projects, such as 
renovations, additions with under 25% expansion of the footprint or new accessory structures 
(less than 1,000 sq ft). 

The NRO’s goal is to preserve Jericho’s natural resources for the entire community and for 
future generations. 

The NRO Map shows many “blobs” all over town. What’s on the NRO Map?  

Each “blob” represents a natural resource, also called a natural community. A natural 
community is made of plants, animals, habitats, or landscape features, or a combination of 
these.   Click to view the NRO Map. 

As far as the discussion of where the natural resources are mapped: The inventory process 
involved three phases: 1) remote landscape analysis; 2) field work and public input to verify 
resource locations; and 3) final ranking of most important to least important resources 
(importance in terms of objective ecological functions and subjective residents’ values) and 
map creation. The methodology used in mapping and assessing these resources is detailed in 
the Science to Action report, Appendix 1. To sum that up, the town invested in a natural 
resources inventory produced by qualified professionals in 2013.  Natural Community mapping 
is a complicated business involving interpretation of aerial imagery, prioritization of sites to visit 
and actual field verification. The consultants the town hired are well-regarded professionals. 
The Science to Action project in 2013 also included public workshops for Jericho residents to 
identify resources they value most highly. Many natural resources that ARE present in Jericho 
are NOT included on the maps because those resources are common and are not directly 
threatened by typical rural development. 

 

https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/Map_NRO_6_5_2018.pdf
https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/Sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/Appendix.pdf
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What is an Impact Study? Will I need one? It sounds expensive. 

An Impact Study is a review of a specific land development application, in terms of the natural 
resource affected and the proposed development, performed by a qualified ecologist or similar 
professional.  

An Impact Study is NOT automatically required for all zoning permits inside the NRO.   

An Impact Study can do done if an applicant disputes the boundaries of a Resource or if the 
applicant proposes to develop according to different standards. 

An Impact Study could be required by the Zoning Administrator or the Development Review 
Board (DRB) if the information provided by an applicant isn’t sufficient in order to make their 
findings.  

An Impact Study for a typical single-family home or small subdivision is estimated to cost 
between $500 and $1,000. 

The Jericho Conservation Commission has offered to provide property owners with free 
assessments in July. To find out more, go to the Town website. 

Why do we need the NRO? Jericho seems rich in wildlife and woods.  

The goal of the new NRO is to ensure Jericho continues to provide critical habitats. Jericho 
already has a Natural Resources Overlay, but it is outdated and vague. The new NRO is based 
on years of scientific research and community engagement and represents the most current 
practices for compatible development. Jericho residents routinely cite natural resources as 
important values. The Town Plan tasked the Planning Commission to update the NRO and to 
use the data and information the Town has paid for.  

The NRO isn’t just about preserving wildlife, but also significant forest block and diverse plant 
life. Development and fragmentation of natural habitats is the most common cause for decline 
of plant diversity in Jericho.  Protecting Jericho’s plant diversity is important because plants 
provide crucial habitat for most other organisms, are a food source for most animals, especially 
pollinators, and make our landscapes more resilient to climate change and other disturbances. 

Will the NRO stop growth in Jericho?  

The NRO is not designed to stop growth. The NRO is designed to influence the location and the 
process of growth. The NRO is designed to encourage growth to locate outside the boundaries 
of important natural resources. The NRO intends to make sure that when development does 
occur inside a natural resource that the resource can survive the disruption and co-exist with 

https://www.jerichovt.gov/index.asp?SEC=AE3894D9-5916-413A-99D0-3788D9D2844B&Type=B_BASIC
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the development. The NRO’s goal is to allow development in the sensitive areas to still occur, 
but in a way that preserves and protects the sensitive natural resources in Jericho. 

The one exception is development would not be permitted to occur inside a vernal pool plus its 
100-foot buffer.  

What’s being proposed for new bike and pedestrian easements? 

The proposed amendments for bike and pedestrian easements is not a part of the NRO, but a 
separate amendment to Section 11 of the zoning regulations.  The Development Review Board 
already has the option to request Bike and Pedestrian easements from developers when they 
apply for new subdivisions and other conditional use permits. The PC has recommended a 
change to enable the DRB to require easements when the developer’s project takes place 
within areas specified as “desired connections” to existing trails or open spaces per the Town’s 
2015 Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan. The change does NOT mean that the developer must 
build specific trails or paths; this change is only to create easement grants to the Town for 
future use.  The location of the areas of desired connections may be viewed on Map 3 in the 
Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan on the Town Webpage. The Trails Committee, the DRB, and 
the PC see the change as necessary to provide desired bike/ped connectivity, as the Town 
continues to grow. 

https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/Desired_Connections_Map_3.pdf
https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/BIke_and_Ped_Plan_2015(1).pdf
https://www.jerichovt.gov/vertical/sites/%7B0A48C719-28BA-4BAE-B0A4-76C55C17A32C%7D/uploads/BIke_and_Ped_Plan_2015(1).pdf
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