
 

 

 

The topic of discussion at this meeting was Sustainability and Resiliency. At the start of the meeting 
“sustainable development” was defined as “development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Resilience is the ability to 
anticipate risk, limit impact, and bounce back rapidly through survival, adaptability, evolution, and 
growth in the face of turbulent change”. “Resilient communities” were then defined as “communities 
[that] minimize any disaster’s disruption to everyday life and their local economies. Resilient 
communities are not only prepared to help prevent or minimize the loss or damage to life, property, and 
the environment, but they also have the ability to quickly return people to work, reopen businesses, and 
restore other essential services needed for a full and timely economic recovery”.  

This meeting used Mentimeter to gather input on various sustainability and resiliency questions. The 
questions can be accessed and answered here. 

The conversation consisted of the statements/questions and responses listed below: 

 USE THREE WORDS TO DESCRIBE WHAT A SUSTAINABLE WEST DES MOINES MEANS TO YOU. 
 Planet 
 Intentional 
 Prepared 
 Thriving 
 Equitable – to all parts of the City; make sure the same effort is given 

to VJ and the east side as is given to the growing western edge 
 Protection of natural resources 
 High quality of life 
 Encompassing 
 People 
 Profits 
 Adaptive – to new technologies and climate change 
 Enhancing 
 Balance 
 Holistic – underlying health component with sustainability and natural resources 
 Global 
 Innovation 
 Appreciation 

 
 ON A SCALE OF 1-10 (1 BEING FULL RESTRICTION, 10 BEING NO RESTRICTION), TO WHAT DEGREE SHOULD 

THE CITY CONTROL DEVELOPMENT... 
 That would remove mature tree stands (average = 2.5) 

 Timber is usually there for a purpose 
 Trees, when they reach a certain age, have a certain value 
 What classifies “mature”? Diversity of the stand? What is the value of that stand? 

Functionality 
 In the floodplain or flood hazard areas (average = 2) 

 Repetitive loss from flooding is usually in floodplains – economic and ecological impacts 
 Floodplain isn’t a static definition – climate change rising levels 
 Economic factors – rebuilding or mitigating 
 Roles floodplains play: 
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“I think that in West Des 
Moines there is a lot of 
focus is on the built 
environment – which is 
important – but there 
also needs to be a larger 
focus on the natural 
environment.” 

https://www.menti.com/09155ae3


• Drinking water 
• Controlling flooding 
• Wildlife crossing/habitats 

 How do we plan for changes in water flowing through our communities? 
 That would require grading steep slopes (average = 2) 

 Most slopes in WDM have very deep bedrock which means the hills are mostly soil that will 
erode very easily if built upon 

 Grading changes how water flows  
 Policy would need to be specific for specific uses 

• Roads = not a major issue, could even stabilize 
• Buildings = cause a lot more problems 

 Development on slopes can cause erosion  - water quality problems 
 Need to figure out the benefit or risk to grading 

• Risks of not mass grading: erosion, building failure, road failure 
• Benefits of not mass grading: amenity (views) 
• Benefits of grading: stabilization 

 That would impact endangered species habitats (average = 2) 
 Federal policies are wavering so local governments should step up 
 Protecting endangered species is a federal rule but it is a local resource 
 Seattle makes protecting native species a priority 
 Include critical species (not only endangered) 
 Need an inventory of critical species that we have 

 In wetlands, water features, and drainage ways (average = 2.5) 
 Iowa has been draining wetlands for farming for years 
 Implement wetlands into urban areas to help with habitats and flood mitigation 
 We should be managing water, not draining it 
 Wetlands help recharge aquifers 
 Wetlands connect to human health, drinking water 

 
 WHAT SUSTAINABLE FEATURES AND ELEMENTS SHOULD WE INTEGRATE INTO NEW DEVELOPMENT AND 

REDEVELOPMENT? 
 Wetland preservation 
 Green roofs 
 Locally-sourced building materials 
 Agriculture and local foods production – greenhouses, fields – agriculturally themed development – 

how do you permanently protect that ag land? Intentional  
 Responsible land use planning. TOD, green infrastructure… - mobility for everyone within City even 

without having a car – walking, bus, mixed use areas provide walkability which lowers driving 
leading to fewer carbon emissions 

 Renewable energy 
 Cooperative solar – on top of data centers? 
 District heating or co-location of synergistic users or consumers of energy – loop that a series of 

buildings can use – think about the things that could use the energy/heat that gets put out by the 
data centers 

 Trying to get builders to be conscious of sustainable development rather than just building what’s 
cheapest 

 Electric vehicles – going to be a major shift 
 

 WHAT OTHER IDEAS DO YOU HAVE RELATING TO THE FUTURE OF SUSTAINABILITY AND RESILIENCY FOR THE 
CITY OF WEST DES MOINES? 
 All policies should be economically viable 
 Utilize equity as a key variable in planning 



 Uber like transportation vs fixed bus routes 
 Climate Action Plan (enforced) attracting international businesses 
 Learn from past mistakes, locally, regionally, nationally, and globally 
 Thinking about what we are uniquely positioned to do here in the Midwest. Such as advantage due 

to our Midwest location or our proximity to one of the world’s most productive agricultural areas 
 How we add more value to agricultural products, food products, bio production 


