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PRAVIN GORDAN’S NO-KNOWLEDGE OF LETTER IS MISLEADING
PRETORIA – The Directorate for Priority Crime Investigation (DPCI),
commonly known as the Hawks, has noted with concerns the utterances
by the Minister of Finance Mr Pravin Gordhan that he was not aware of
the letter sent to him, detailing the 14th March 2016 at 16:00 as his
deadline for answering questions sent to him.
The Hawks do not engage people on public space but the Minister has
left us no choice but to clear the air, set the record straight and restore
public’s trust on us as an elite crime fighting unit.
On 19 February 2016 the National Head of the Hawks Lieutenant
General Mthandazo Ntlemeza sent a letter to Mr Pravin Gordhan. The
letter contained questions which the Minister had to answer on or before
16:00 on 1 March 2016, so that we could continue with our
investigations into the alleged rogue unit at SARS.
The minister received the letter, but instead of providing us with answers
he sent us a written response via his legal representatives, Gildenhuys
Malatji Attorneys.

In the letter the minister requested more time to answer questions,
saying by the time he received the questions he was busy preparing the
budget speech. The letter from his attorney was received by this office
on 1 March 2016, approximately an hour before his 16:00 deadline.
In the letter from his attorney, the minister did not mention how much
time he needed to answer the questions, and as a result another letter
was written to his attorneys on 3 March 2016.03.15
The letter it was received, stamped and the acknowledgement of receipt
was signed by one Josephine at the reception desk of Gildenhuys
Malatji Attorneys at 08:40.
We find it very disturbing when the minister is adamant that he never
saw a letter with 14 March 2016 as his SECOND deadline to answer
questions.
This office also received a letter from his attorneys dated 07 March
2016, acknowledging the receipt of our letter with the 14 March as his
new deadline. The letter also stated that the minister had left the country
to the USA and the UK, saying the “imposed deadline of 14 March 2016
was not achievable and that the minister would be able to respond as
soon as he returned from overseas”.
We would also like to mention that the minister, through the letter from
his attorneys, questioned the authority of the National Head of the
Hawks and was duly referred to the powers of the DPCI in Chapter 6A
of the South African Police Service Act.
As for the minister suggesting that the Hawks had leaked the letters and
should call a press conference and talk about the matter at hand, we
would like to set the record straight as well, that had the minister, like
any law-abiding citizen, complied with our letter and provided answers,
we would not be where we are today.
This is neither a talk-show nor a soapie. We are mandated to investigate
without fear, favour or prejudice and there is nowhere in the constitution
wherein calling a press conference has been mentioned as another
means of conducting investigations.
The minister, for whatever reasons, has failed to meet the SECOND
deadline for answering questions and our legal team are forging a way
forward which will see the Hawks exercising our constitutional powers.

The investigations will not be stalled by an individual who refuses to
comply with the authorities and demand a preferential treatment.
No further comments will be made on this matter.
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