
   

February 15 - March 15, 2024 

  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 
 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 
 caring for one another through all of life 

  

PRAYER PARTNERS   

For the needs of friends & family - January-
February 2024: Louise Bergman (Heart surgery 
recovery); Kathy Burch (continued recovery); 
Joyce Meyer (hospital/Cathy Steib's mom); the 
Page family (Julia struggling with work & 
college/Caleb looking for a house); Joyce Phillips; 
Paul Schultz; Vicki Walter (surgery recovery); John 
Williams (air cast/afib procedure); Bob and Sharon 
Winchester 
For those that Grieve:  The Boucher Family 
(Karen's mother); the Page Family (father-in-
love);  
If you know of other folks in our church who 
need special prayer: Please contact the church 
office by phone: 989-835-6731 or via email: 
office@midlandfbc.com  

  
 

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
has two children: Lola 
and Devin. 

  
 

 

 



  LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  

 

   



 
Join us in worship on Sunday February 25 at 10am for a special celebration of 
Black History. DJAM will lead the music and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority will 
present cultural perspectives for learning and celebrating. 

 
 
 
 



Black History Month Celebration in Midland 
Mu Alpha Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and First Baptist Church 
invite you to a Black History Month Celebration on February 25th at 10am. This 
event is sponsored by First Baptist Church’s “The Helen & Russell Skidmore 
Concert Series”. This multi-faceted celebration is entitled African Americans and the 
Arts: A Vehicle for Social Justice. Join us as we share the words of struggle 
and victory accompanied by music across the diaspora. Visit our visual display 
featuring Literature: The Tree of Life; Music: As a Force for Change; and Art: As an 
Expression of Struggle and Victory on loan from families in Midland and curated by 
Janice Wallace. Music will be provided by DJAM Band featuring Kelli Thompson as 
vocalist. A Jazz Vespers will begin at 9:45am on February 25th at First Baptist 
Church, 915 
E. Sugnet Street, Midland. 
 

The Helen & Russell Skidmore Concert Series 
First Baptist Church’s The Helen & Russell Skidmore Concert Series was 
established by William and James Skidmore in memory of their parents, the late 
J.R. and Helen Skidmore. Helen Skidmore was a private piano teacher in Midland 
for many years and directed the children’s choir at First Baptist Church. 
 

For further information, please contact Janice Wallace, 989-859-3117 or Octavia 
Cabey, 989-430-2038. 

 

  
  

Community Partner Sunday Event 
  

Please plan to stay after worship this Sunday, February 18. for our Sunday 
Event, featuring Community Partner, The Legacy Center. Vision: To enhance 
well-being, strengthen families, and give individuals tools for success using 
proven strategies in literacy, youth development, and substance use prevention. 

 

  



 
 
 

  
  
 
  



 
  

FBC is sending a crew to work with Appalachia Service Project in 
Kentucky, June 8-16, 2024. The cost will be around $500 per person 
for enrollment & travel expenses. Over the next several weeks, you'll 
hear about how we're preparing for the trip, and you will be invited to 
support us with your time, creativity & dollars. If you'd like to know more 
about this exciting mission trip, please see Pastor Aleka. 
  

Deposits for mission trip registration are due 2/28.  
Make out your $50 check to First Baptist Church, with your name  

and “ASP 24” on the memo line. Please contact Pastor Aleka  

for scholarship information.  
  



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

 

  

 



 

 
  
  



 
  

Psalm 23:5-6 
New King James Version 
  

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You 
anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of 
the Lord Forever. 

  

ONLINE DONATIONS 
  

First Baptist Church is now able to accept online donations!   
  
  
  

 
  

Online donations are now available on our Website!   
(See top right corner:  www.midlandfbc.com) 

 
   

 
 
 

 
 


