
 

 
  
  
  

February 13, 2018  
  

First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  

Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters 
and relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  

What We Do: We are learning to live the life that 
Jesus would live if Jesus were living our life 
through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 

  

 
 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg joined our 
pastoral staff, in December 
2012, as the Pastor of 
Preaching and Teaching; in 
June 2015, Lara transitioned 
into the role of Lead Pastor. 
Lara has a passion for 
preaching and teaching God’s 
word and for walking with 
people as they discover who 
God has created them be. Lara 
is active in the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, Mid-
Michigan Health Advisory 
Council, and Faithwalking. She 
has two children: Lola and 
Devin. 

 

  

PRAYER PARTNERS 

  

For those that grieve: The Hu/Zhou Family (Sanlin Hu), The Langley Family, The 
Kevin Lee Family, the family of Darlene Smith, The Vance Family. 
  

For the health needs of many of our church family:  Bobbie Baker, Elva Blymyer 
(fell), Thayer Bradish (health needs), Wayne Crosby (bike accident), Dale Green, Betty 
King, Mary Langley, Dave Mitchell (cancer), Elaine Parsons, Dave Pellegrom, Joyce 
Phillips, Anne Poindexter, Joyce Poland, Andrea Ross (numbness/chemo), Shirley 
Sevener, Betty Spiker, Lou Stickney, Alex Sutherland and Family, Marilyn Walker, Bob 
Winchester (surgery recovery), and Judy Zeiss (cancer). 



And the needs of loved ones: Acacia (Walter's granddaughter); Amelia (Nicole 
Richard's infant niece); The Baker Family: Seth, Emily, Sienna, Andrew & baby Lillian; 
Bobby Baker (Bobbie's nephew); Mike Dahley (surgery recovery); Domingo Davila 
(Hitchcock grandson-complications from strep); Kim & Randy Francisco (cancer); 
Gaylene's Dad (stroke-friend of Sharon Cooper-Bussell); Steven Gibson (Poindexter's 

nephew); Tyler Jenkins (great-grandson of Don & Lorraine Raetz - epilepsy); Lewis King 
(health); Peter Mortensen (cancer); Naomi Potter (Poindexter's friend-fall); Tim Richard 
(leukemia); Yvette Spiker (recovery); Lily Wint (cancer-Ziess' granddaughter); Cindy Wong's 
mom (fall); John Yuill (ear tumor); and Dana Zhou (Jessica Hu's mom). 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer, please contact the 
church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

  

LEAD PASTOR 

  

What is God’s purpose for First Baptist Church? Knowing that our answers to the question of 
God’s purposes often aren’t big enough, our congregation started the journey of seeking 
God’s design for our congregation in 2016, when we looked at our long-held Guiding 
Principles and asked “Do these still fit with who we are?” To answer this question, each 
principle was presented in worship and the entire congregation was invited to attend a 
discussion about the principle which took place each Sunday during the Sunday School hour. 
At the end of the summer, the principles which had been foundational in the development of 
the First Baptist Church for years, were affirmed again. 

Based upon those principles, I stood before this congregation last year at the Annual Meeting 
and said that our focus for, 2017, would be to consider how we live out our identity as 
believers and as members of FBC. Again, Team Network sought to include as many 
individuals in this process of discovery and, following a format similar to the summer before, 
engaged all who were willing in answering this pivotal question. So, this fall, the church was 
presented with a statement which many have felt encapsulated the heart of who we are as a 
congregation - "FBC: Where every person matters and relationships with God and neighbors 
grow". But, the question still arose, “How exactly are we going to do that?” So, the group met 
again and created a “What we do” statement which reads:  - We are learning to live the life 
that Jesus would live if Jesus were living our life through: meaningful worship and study, 
valuing and loving others through service, embracing God’s created diversity, intentional 
connections to our community, and caring for one another through all of life. 

As your pastor and a member of Team Network, I commit to being a keeper of these 
principles, as well as the statements about who we are and what we do. This will be a 
commitment that I ask all of Team Network to join me in making, as we use these as a 
foundation for how we lead and make decisions for our church. 

As 2017 was a year to create and lay a foundation, I see 2018 for gathering information which 
will help us discern together what lies ahead. This year we are going to ask a new question: 
“How does this foundation we have affirmed impact how we interact with our community?” 
God placed this church in this community for a reason! What is it that First Baptist has that 
the people of Midland need? Too often churches answer this question by trying to meet the 



needs and desires that they perceive the community has. These endeavors often fail 
because the church soon realizes either the need they perceived was there, wasn’t, or that 
someone else is already meeting the need better.  

One way that some churches and community organizations have sought to engage the 
community is through what is called an “Ethnographic study”; which I am calling a Community 
Story Study. Instead of assuming we know what other people think about living in Midland, we 
will ask! What is it like living in Midland? What resources do you wish this city had? By doing 
this we are going to seek to learn about our neighbors and to see our city from their 
perspective. 

At the helm of this endeavor is our very own Rev. Dr. Karen Walker-Freeburg and Rev. Dr. 
Jim Kent. They are working alongside: Dave Pellegrom, Allen Ross, Laura Neil, and myself to 
act as a “Creation Team” whose job it will be to develop the process which will be used to do 
this study. This team has already met once and will be meeting again soon to discuss the 
parameters of the study, review a timeline for the study, and discuss leadership and 
volunteers for the collection and analysis phases of the project. 

It is our desire that by the beginning of next year, our church will be able to take the 
information that has been gathered, align it with what we know about who we are, and begin 
discussions about how we live that out, and more effectively move out into our community for 
Christ! Where those discussions will take us no one knows! So, we are in for a year of 
anticipating what God will do among us! 

Another place I see that God is moving among us is with our children and youth. In our 
meeting of the Youth volunteers a few weeks ago, someone mentioned that it seems that our 
church is in a building phase among the youth as well. It is not uncommon for a church to go 
through seasons when the number of youth dwindles. It is easy in these times, as the leaders 
will tell you, to get discouraged. 

I want to thank our incredible youth volunteers and parents who have committed to planning 
and having monthly events for the youth. We have spent this fall and winter trying out a new 
program model, and have seen the benefits as well as the issues. The team has committed to 
continuing to work the kinks out, to reaching out to the church’s youth, and to giving their all 
during this season of growth; knowing that they are laying the foundation for the larger 
number of children coming up behind this current group. 

Finally, I would like to offer some clarity around my leadership in the previously discussed 
topic of the Same Gender Marriage discussion. While there are many very good models for 
leadership, in American Baptist polity, there is a focus on the pastor being a servant of the 
congregation and gives power to the congregation rather than a church’s pastor. It is because 
of my own deep conviction to follow this model that when the discussion around Same 
Gender marriage began, I tried to inform the church (perhaps ineffectively) that my personal 
opinions about  same gender marriage and the LBGT community would remain unspoken, for 
the purpose of allowing myself to be a more effective moderator for the discussion. I am 
aware that there are other church leaders in Midland and around our nation who have chosen 
a different path, either publically supporting or speaking against same gender marriage. While 



I respect these men and women, I feel that I have made the best choice under our American 
Baptist polity. It is the church, not the pastor, which makes such decisions. The pastor then, 
as will be the case for me, must then decide if he or she can ethically work at a church which 
has made such a decision. 

This has not been an easy discussion for any of our leadership. I would like to thank those 
who have been engaged at any part of this process. Though it isn’t easy and it is messy, we 
are striving to live into what it means to truly embrace diversity. I know God will honor that. 

~Rev. Lara Freeburg 
  

LENT 

  

The Lenten Season offers believers a chance to reflect on our lives in light of Christ’s 
sacrifice. As it says in Hebrews 12:1-2, “we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses,” those who have come before us,  who model how our lives can reflect our 
commitment to Christ that we take a closer look at during the weeks leading up to Easter. So 
this year, Jan and Lara invite you to engage in this Lenten season with a look at “The Saints 
Before Us. 

Every Wednesday from February 14 through March 21, we invite you to bring table 
service and drinks, and enjoy a simple soup and bread supper. This will be followed by a 
short worship service which will include: music, prayer, a story of one of the saints of the 
church, God’s word being applied to a principle that the saint encapsulates, and an 
experiential response to what we have heard. This will be followed by a sermon on Sunday 
which again touches on the same principle which was discussed on Wednesday evening! We 
hope you will join us! 

February 14: St. Valentine - “Whatever your circumstances, magnify Christ” 
February 21: St. Catherine of Alexandria - “Obeying God when there is a cost” 
February 28: St. Theresa of Calcutta - “ Living Lives that Look Different” 

March   7: St. Francis of Asisi - “Redemption” 
March 14: St. Patrick - “We have a job to do” 
March 21: Saints of FBC - “We are all saints” 

Thursday, March 29: There will be a soup supper followed by a Maundy Thursday Service 

 
GUIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE MONTH 

STEWARDSHIP-- We are in a partnership with God, entrusted with the responsibility 
of caring for His creation. We dedicate all that we are, and all that we have, to His 
service. 
 



LENT MUSIC NOTES FROM THE MUSIC MINISTER  

  
  

Lent begins Wednesday, February 14, with an Ash Wednesday service in the 
Chapel, preceded by a Soup Supper. (As with all of our midweek Lenten services, 
they will be preceded at 5:30 by a soup supper made with love by a member of our 
congregation and followed by a worship service in the Chapel at 6pm.) 
  

The focus of our midweek services will be the saints of the church. This seemed 
appropriate as Ash Wednesday is also St. Valentines Day. In preparing for the music, 
scripture and saint focus each week, Pastor Lara and I discovered that the saints 
aren't always who they appear to be. In fact, sometimes they may not be the story of a 
single individual, but instead are an amalgamation of several individuals, especially 
saints that lived prior to modern communication. Take St. Valentine, for instance. The 
festival day still exists, but there are now at least 3 acknowledged possibilities for 
whom he really was. 
  

Each week we will focus on a particular saint, medieval or modern, and finish the focus 
with the saints of our own church, First Baptist. Each Wednesday we will hear a new 
story about the lives of the saints and then engage interactively to explore our own 
stories of the church. Please join us. 
  

Rehearsals for Chancel Choir and Chancel Bells are slightly altered due to the 
midweek worship. 
  

Wednesday, February 14: NO Chancel Bells. Chancel Choir will begin directly 
after the service at 6:50. 
  

Wednesday Feb. 21-March 21: Chancel Bells 6:50-7:30. Chancel Choir 7:30-8:30. 
  

Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday Worship. 
  

Wednesday March 28: Chancel Bells and Chancel Choir will return to their 
regular rehearsal times. Bells 6-7 and Choir 7:15-8:30. 
  

Thursday, March 29: Maundy Thursday - worship in the Chapel. 
  

Sunday, April 1: Easter Worship 
  

~Jan Sutherland, Music Minister 
  

  



 

Judson College Choir 

Sunday - March 4 

  

We are excited The Judson University Choir will be presenting God’s Message in Song and 
Testimony on Sunday, March 4. By God’s grace, the Judson University Choir has enjoyed a long and 
fruitful ministry.  Founded by Dr. Edward Thompson (universally known and loved as “Dr. Ed”) during 
the very first year of Judson’s existence, 1963-1964, the Choir has served as one the primary “faces” 
of the University for over 50 years, playing an especially crucial role in attracting new students to the 
campus in the early days of Judson College.  National and international touring soon became a 
hallmark of the Judson Choir, with regular visits to Eastern and Western Europe, parts of Asia, and 
the Caribbean.  When Dr. Ed retired in 1996, Dr. Dale Voelker took the reins and continued the 
tradition of choral excellence, expanding the Choir’s international presence even farther into South 
America and China.  

Recently, the Judson University Choir has shifted its ministry focus just a bit to become a true 
worship-leading ensemble, whose concerts feature specific narrative arcs, opportunities for 
congregational participation, a diverse repertoire, and the use of a wide variety of instrumental 
accompaniment.  This direction has allowed the Choir to co-minister with a number of contemporary 
Christian worship musicians and bands, including Bob Bennett, The Brilliance, Michael Card, Citizen 
Way, The Digital Age, Branson’s The Haygoods, Remedy Drive, Sanctus Real, and Willow Creek 
Community Church’s The Practice gathering.  The Choir tours nationally three times per year and 
internationally every two or three years.  In May of 2018, the Choir will travel to Europe with Judson 
alumnus and DCWPA Artist-in-Residence Rev. Huntley Brown, the internationally known concert 
pianist who has performed with many well-known ministries, including the Billy Graham Association. 

This is going to be an incredible morning of worship, but there will be help needed to make that 
happen! Please contact the office if you would be willing to house a few college students on 
Saturday, March 3. This would include providing them with breakfast before bringing them to church 
on March 4! In addition, we are going to need to provide a meal for the choir after morning worship 
that Sunday. Please contact Barb Neil if you would be interested in helping with that! 

Invite your friends! 
  

For more information about Judson Choir: CLICK HERE 
  

  



 
  

Erik Vance Funeral: 

We would like to extend a special thank you to all who have given 
expressions of love, concern and kindness shown towards us during this 
difficult time 

  

~The Vance Family 

  

Five Year Celebration: 

A heart-felt thank you is extended to everyone for your participation in the 
celebration of my 5 year anniversary with this wonderful church. Thank 
you all for the service and especially for the surprise appearance of 
David Brown. I was deeply touched by his message and his guidance 
through my years here. 
  
  

~Pastor Lara Freeburg 

  

  

 
 
 
 

        
 
 



  

 

 
  
  
  

CLICK HERE to Connect to Church Calendar 
  

   
  

  

SPECIAL INVITE: I play in the Classic Legacy Band of Saginaw and would like to invite 
you to a Free Concert on Sunday, February 25, 2018 @ 3:30pm @ First United 
Methodists Church in Saginaw located on Gratiot Rd (M-46) in Saginaw. 
 
~Roland Wallace, Double Bassist 
 
 
 
  



  
  

 
  
  

SHUT-INS 

  

Have an hour free this month? Consider visiting one of our Shut-Ins!  
(Another list will be printed in next month's Newsletter) 
  

Elva Blymyer 

Stone Crest Assisted Living, 255 N. Main St (M-47) #14A, Freeland, MI 48623 
  

Dale Green 

1919 Pinesboro Drive, Sanford, MI 48657 
  

Emma Mantel 
Stratford, 2121 Rockwell Drive, Midland, MI 48642 
  
Ruth O'Dell 
521 N. Rustic Drive, Midland, MI 48640 
  
Lou Stickney (On Hospice) 
Stratford - Woodbridge Wing #251 - 2121 Rockwell Drive, Midland, MI 48642 
  

  



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

to all who celebrate in February! 

February Birthdays:   
   

  1: Jeff Richards 

12: Thayer Bradish 

14: Alan Clarke 

15: Ben Bruce 

17: Saturn Dean 

18: Sharon Houghton-Ross 

18: Emily Richards 

18: True Rogers 

20: Marci Rogers 

21: Sharon Carruthers 

24: Sue Williams 

24: Verda Rider 
25: Rena Walker 
26: Kelly Bishop 

28: Louise Bergman 
  

February Anniversaries:   
  7: Dave & Bunny Mitchell  
15: Thomas & Margie Seamster  

  

If your name, or that of a loved one, should be here, but isn't, please contact the 
church office with name and birthdate/anniversary date, so Shelley Page can update 
church records. office@midlandfbc.com  
  

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

  

March's Newsletter deadline is February 20th, at Noon. 
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