January 15 - February 15, 2021

First Things
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and
relationships with God and neighbors grow.
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus
would live if Jesus were living our life through:






meaningful worship and study
valuing and loving others through service
embracing God's created diversity
intentional connections to our community
caring for one another through all of life

PRAYER PARTNERS
For the health needs of many of our church
family: Pat McCourt (recovery), Karolea Streeter
(recovery of kidneys and from tooth extraction), Bob
Winchester (surgery recovery new aortic valve)
And the needs of loved ones: Harold Bergman
(Roger's father-strength in recovery at home), Sara
(friend of Andrea Snoddy – aggressive cancer in neck
and chemo treatment), Deb Cuthbertson (kidney
stone), Julia Page (healing of back and elbow)

If you know of other folks in our church who
need special prayer: Please contact the church
office by phone: 835-6731 or by email:
office@midlandfbc.com.

Rev. Lara Escoffre
joined our pastoral staff,
in December 2012, as the
Pastor of Preaching and
Teaching; in June 2015,
Lara transitioned into the
role of Lead Pastor. Lara
has a passion for
preaching and teaching
God’s word and for
walking with people as
they discover who God
has created them to be.
Lara is active in the AntiHuman Trafficking Task
Force, Mid-Michigan
Health Advisory Council,
and Faithwalking. She
and her husband,
Laurent, have three
children: Lola, Chloe and
Devin.

LETTER FROM PASTOR
We all have jobs that we do not enjoy doing, whether that be at home (i.e:
cleaning the bathroom or doing the dishes) or at work (i.e: filling out paperwork
or meetings). My least favorite job at home is taking out the garbage, which has
led to my husband, Laurent, being our families’ ‘garbage manager!” At work,
my least favorite job (and I think those who have served on Team Network will
agree with me on this) is writing an “Annual Report”.
My lack of passion for writing the “Annual Report”, I believe, stems from the
fact that I am “by nature” a visionary. My natural state is to look forward, not
backward. Over the past few years, I have learned the value of the “Annual
Report.” As a leader it gives me a chance to look at the goals that I set for
myself and the church during the previous year. Writing of the report also
provides me with a time to learn and grow, celebrate, and (this year) … to,
also, grieve.
Admittedly, as I sat down to write this year’s pastoral report, I was not
expecting that it would lead to grief. But that is exactly what happened. (The
2020 Annual Pastor’s report will be available via email by February 1) As I
reviewed my reports and calendar from this last year, I felt tears well up in my
eyes. The life described in the notes I reviewed from last year now seemed like
some distant dream. During our “pre-CoVid days of freedom” the weeks were
filled with face- to- face meetings, including an unlimited number of people
located at all sorts of locations. Best of all, these times of togetherness
occurred without masks or fear of the consequences.
National surveys conducted over these last few months reveal that people all
around the country are experiencing increased stress and anxiety due to the
pandemic; there is even a new phrase to describe the phenomenon: pandemic
fatigue. Complicating the emotional impact of the pandemic are the political
and socio-cultural concerns our country is facing. Social scientists note there is
an increase in the use of alcohol, drugs, domestic violence, and violence
across our nation. We are ALL trying to figure out how to cope with the stress
of our situation and the uncertainty experienced in not knowing how long this
will last.
While I would love to answer the second question, about how much longer all
this will last, I cannot. Though the numbers on the calendar have changed from
2020 to 2021, there is no guarantee as to when things will be different. What I
can offer is hope and encouragement.

You are not alone. That feeling that you have, of being tired or of wanting to
cry, many of us have it. That experience of calling out to God, praying for His
help to get through the hour/day/week; that prayer where you ask Him to
please make the violence and suffering stop: you are not the only one praying
these words.
Knowing that we are not alone, is a helpful step in dealing with the stress and
anxiety we are facing. But, for many of us, we will need more help to deal with
what is going on both inside and outside of ourselves. Mayo Clinic suggests
that we intentionally make changes to take care of our bodies, connect with
others, and, finally, take steps to care of our minds.
While opportunities for increasing one’s physical health are available through
many online services and classes in the community (and through the support of
our medical providers), as a congregation we have several great ways to help
one another with our needs for connection and increasing the health of our
minds and spirits. First, we are still meeting for Fellowship Time on Zoom at
9:30 am on Sunday mornings before worship. We, also, are offering two weekly
Sunday school classes, which provide education and fellowship. While these
are all great opportunities, I want to invite you to reach out to one another
outside of these times as well; and to be honest about how you are doing when
you do!
Secondly, FBC is providing opportunities for us to care for our minds. It may
surprise you to know that our history as believers, from the time of Abraham to
today, has been filled with periods when God’s people simply thought they
would not be able to make it through. That is one of the reasons that I am
teaching on the book of Jeremiah not only on Sunday morning but, also, in a
weekly Sunday school class. Jeremiah was written and took place during a
period of history in which God’s people felt like their world was falling apart.
Yet, central to understanding the book is the idea that while it felt like things
were out of control, the people would discover God was in the middle of it. It is
my hope that through these sermons and discussions, many of us will find
peace and comfort in these coming months.
While we do not know what lies ahead, we do know that we will not face it
alone. God is still “in the middle of it all.” With our Lord and our FBC family at
our side we can make it through another year!
God bless and keep you.
~Rev. Lara Escoffre

JANUARY & FEBRUARY - SUNDAY WORSHIP
In-Person & via Zoom & Facebook Live 10:00AM!!!
9:30AM - FBC FELLOWSHIP TIME - VIA ZOOM
Karen Walker Freeburg hosts ZOOM fellowship time on Sundays just prior to
worship from 9:30-9:50am. This is a great opportunity to catch up and enjoy
one another's company!
Topic: Sunday Fellowship Time - Host Karen Walker-Freeburg
Time: January 24, 2021 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Fellowship Time
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88681788744
Meeting ID: 886 8178 8744
Passcode: 599439
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,88681788744#,,,,,,0#,,599439# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,88681788744#,,,,,,0#,,599439# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 886 8178 8744
Passcode: 599439

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

10:00AM - SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE - ZOOM Link:
Time: Jan 24, 2021 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85353293890
Meeting ID: 853 5329 3890
Passcode: 443742
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,85353293890#,,,,*443742# US (New York)
+13017158592,,85353293890#,,,,*443742# US (Washington D.C)
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 853 5329 3890
Passcode: 443742

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
In-Person & Via Zoom Link
February 14, 2021 - 11:00AM
Following Worship Service

Zoom Link for Annual Business Meeting - 2/14/2021 @ 11AM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83894623823
Meeting ID: 838 9462 3823
Passcode: 757181
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,83894623823#,,,,*757181# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,83894623823#,,,,*757181# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 838 9462 3823
Passcode: 757181

FROM THE DESK OF KAREN BOUCHER
Singer Barry Manilow had a song, from way back in the 70’s, called “Looks
Like We Made It.” Now this is a love song, but I’m stealing the title for this
newsletter article. Actually, I’m not so much as stealing, but rather
borrowing it because this past year has been something we have never
experienced before. A year that made us adjust and adapt our lives, our
work, our worship, and our learning options and so once I say …..IT LOOKS
LIKE WE MADE IT!!
I’m happy to say “…we made it,” as FBC has met these challenges, and I
believe, have met them exceptionally. Our worship services are going well
with ZOOM and Facebook options. Learning opportunities continue with the
adults having two options. One on Wednesday afternoons from 4–5PM with
Mark Neil and Rev. Dr. Karen Walking Freeburg hosting. The book to start
the year, seems to be appropriate for our times is called “White Lies: Nine
Ways to Expose and Resist the Racial Systems That Divide Us.” Pastor
Lara is also offering an appropriate Bible Study and discussion for our time
as she will be sharing on the book of Jeremiah. This class will be held on
Friday afternoons from 1:30–2:30PM The Youth will continue to meet on
Wednesday evenings from 7- 8 p.m. for a time of checking-in, class time
where we continue with Old Testament VIP’s and will also be studying the
book of Jeremiah keeping with the preaching series and Pastor Lara’s class.
You will find the ZOOM meeting numbers for each of these opportunities on
FBC weekly Highlights. If you don’t receive the Highlights, please email the
church at office@MidlandFBC.com. Life Groups are also meeting as each
group determines their own date and times.
The Youth had a Fellowship Event on Sunday, January 17 from 11:302PM We enjoyed sledding and returned to the Hearthside Room for games
and snacks. Masks were worn at all times, except when eating.
So, let me end as I started with the statement “Looks like we made it” and
will continue to do so as the C.E. Team continue to pursue ways and
options for learning. If you would like to offer to host a Bible Study, book
review, or Life Group please don’t hesitate to contact me at
education@midlandfbc.com.
In Service Together,
Rev. Dr. Karen Boucher

JANUARY & FEBRUARY YOUTH SCHEDULE
ZOOM MEETINGS - WEDNESDAYS
7:00 - 8:00 PM
Youth will continue to meet every Wednesday, via ZOOM, from 7:00 to 8:00 PM

Topic: Wednesday Youth Group Meetings w/Karen @ 7:00 PM
Time: January 20, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89719583650
Meeting ID: 897 1958 3650
Passcode: 975271
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,89719583650#,,,,,,0#,,975271# US (New York)
+13017158592,,89719583650#,,,,,,0#,,975271# US (Washington D.C)
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 897 1958 3650
Passcode: 975271

DUE TO RECENT COVID RESTRICTIONS
PER OUR GOVERNOR
OUR OFFICE IS ONLY OPEN VIA APPOINTMENT
Please contact the Office via phone or email.
Office: 989-835-6731
Email: Office@midlandfbc.com
Someone from our office will get back to you.

The C.E. Ministry Team will continue to wait on offering in-person Sunday
School until further information can be gathered. The youth meet on
Wednesday’s nights, and adults meet on Wednesdays and Fridays via Zoom.

ZOOM Link - Wednesdays @ 4:00PM
Sunday School w/Mark Neil & Karen Walker-Freeburg:

Join Wednesday SS - Zoom Meeting @ 4PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86267274621
Meeting ID: 862 6727 4621
Passcode: 609705
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,86267274621#,,,,*609705# US (Washington D.C)
+13126266799,,86267274621#,,,,*609705# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
Meeting ID: 862 6727 4621
Passcode: 609705

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

ZOOM Link - Fridays @ 1:30PM
Sunday School w/Pastor Lara Escoffre

Join Friday SS- Zoom Meeting @ 1:30PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84648019357
Meeting ID: 846 4801 9357
Passcode: 952952
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,84648019357#,,,,*952952# US (New York)
+13017158592,,84648019357#,,,,*952952# US (Washington D.C)
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 846 4801 9357
Passcode: 952952

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
~Karen Boucher

SHUT-INS
Consider calling one of our Shut-Ins...
Joyce Phillips 989-832-2940
40 Rosemary Court, Midland, MI 48640
Ruthie O'Dell 989-259-7303
Brookdale Assisted Living, 4004 Waldo Ave, Midland 48642
Bruce Rogers 989-878-1844
Colonial Villa, 5007 Universal Dr, Midland, MI 48640
Shirley Sevener 989-832-3010
4815 Russell St, Midland, MI 48640

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes

EAGLE SCOUT - SANCTUARY & HEARTHSIDE RISERS

Kudos to Eagle Scout Tanner Squires!
For making risers for the platform areas in the Sanctuary
and for handicap access to the stage areas in the Hearthside Room.

February-March Newsletter deadline is February 11.

