
   

June 15 - July 15, 2023 

  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 
 embracing God's created diversity 
 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 

  

PRAYER PARTNERS   
  

For the needs of friends & family - May & June 
2023: Dave Hitchcock (back surgery recovery/rehab); 
Becky Hodges (knee replacement recovery); John 
Williams (surgery recovery); Bob Winchester 
(strength/healing) 
  

For those that Grieve: The Family of John Walter 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need 
special prayer: Please contact the church office by 
phone: 989-835-6731 or via email: 
office@midlandfbc.com  

  
 
   

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg joined 
our pastoral staff, in 
December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for walking 
with people as they 
discover who God has 
created them to be. Lara is 
active in the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, 
Mid-Michigan Health 
Advisory Council, and 
Faithwalking. She has two 
children: Lola and Devin. 

  
 

  



LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  
  

Lead Pastor Newsletter Article June 2023 

During these last six months I have been trying to grow out my hair. My plan is to 
have it past my shoulders; a style I haven’t worn since Devin was born eight years 
ago! The problem is I HATE out-growth in my hair, meaning the stage between 
short and long hair. So, my plan when I go to the salon this week is to ask for my 
stylist to give some form to this messy mane of mine while not taking too much of 
the length. I want to stay “updated” while I work toward my goal! 
  

I share this because many of you will remember that our church did a “Community 
Story Study” (CSS for short) several years ago. A study several members were 
involved and put in some hard work working toward the goal of better engaging 
our community. Then COVID happened and we lost some of the momentum 
behind the work that we did. While there has been some discussion about picking 
the study back up, it was mentioned that the results of the CSS may no longer be 
pertinent in the wake of the pandemic. This left the Church Council wondering: 
“What do we do?” 
  

In discussions with the Missions Team, it was suggested that we use some 
opportunities this summer to engage our community in some less time- consuming 
ways in order to “get a feel” for where people are at this time. Much like this 
week’s trim of my hair, this would be a chance to keep things “fresh” while moving 
toward our goal. After all, there is no need to re-invent the wheel! 
  

To start, the Mission Team used our last day of school popsicle party (which was 
announced and took place on Thursday, June 1) to advertise some events this 
summer that our church is planning to use to gather data. This week (June 12-16), 
we are focusing on learning about the needs and desires our youth and children 
have for our community by offering twenty-five kids lunch after a half-day camp at 
Che-Ko Martial Arts in the mall and using that time to ask them questions about 
their perspective of our city, what it needs, and what kinds of activities they would 
want to participate in. Next month, in July the mission outreach, we will be doing 
something similar with adults at the Annual Ice Cream Social; which will be held in 
Central Park at the Bandshell in hopes of engaging more members of our 
community. Then finally, we will end the summer with a new focus for the First 
Day Breakfast: the parents. Our desire is to use this event to learn about what 
they see as the needs our community has and what events they would like to 
participate in as individuals and families. 
  

I am really excited about these many opportunities this summer and I hope you 
are too. Who knows what we will learn! Please be in prayer for these events, that 
God will open doors and minds to what He has in store for us.  
~Rev. Lara Escoffre 

  



  

 
  

Please call the church office 989-853-6731 to reserve your copy of  
“Fearfully and Wonderfully: The Marvel of Bearing God’s Image” by Philip Yancey 
and Dr. Paul Brand, MD. Learners are invited to increase mindfulness and 
appreciation of our wonderfully made bodies, and to recognize, revere and reflect on 
God’s presence in the world. We’ll study concepts of individual health & well-being, 
and discuss the Church’s functioning as the Body of Christ. 
  



 
  
  
  
  

 



  

 
  

ShelterHouse Thanks FBC for "your $3,700 donation. Your gift is 
supporting adults and children throughout our community in their time of 
need. Thanks to your generosity, survivors of every gender and 
generation are provided with empowering support, tools, and resources to 
transform their lives and help them rediscover the courage and light they 
have within."  

 

YOUTH 

  

 



WILDFLOWER WEDNESDAYS YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
  

For anyone 11-20 years old: 

MOST activities will be 1:00-3:30pm with snack or lunch provided. Times, locations, 
and minimal costs may vary according to planned activities. 

 June 28   FREE Lunch at Pizza Sam’s meet at Pizza Sam’s 1:00-2:30pm, 
                 FREE lunch provided 

 July 12    Picnic & Hiking at Stratford Woods (rain or shine)   

                 d/o @ church at 1:00pm, return at 3:30pm, bring sack lunch 

 July 19    Swimming at Plymouth Pool 

                 meet at pool 1:00-3:30pm, $5, snack provided 

 July 26    Volunteer at Midland Humane Society 

                 d/o @ church at 1:00pm, return at 4:00pm, snack provided 

                 Transportation and scholarships available upon request. 
   

On June 18 our church will celebrate “Dads, Grads, & Tyler’s Baptism.” Youth 
are invited to participate in this very special worship service honoring Tansley 
Rogers & Tyler Steib. Opportunities include: singing/ playing with the Praise Band, 
singing an anthem with the Vocal Choir (Rehearsals Wed. 6/7 & 6/14 at 6:30pm), 
receiving the offering, or supervising our youngest attendees during the service. 
Please let Pastor Aleka know if you’d like to be a part of this worship service. 
  

Youth Volunteers Needed! 2nd THURSDAYS PLAYDATES for young children 
(18 months-10 years) & their grown-ups: 
Contact Felicity Dowker if you’d like to help out: 989-572-6249 

10:30-11:30am, Meet us under the trees near the Cruz Street Parking Lot (indoors if 
it rains). 
  

July 13                  Music & Movement 
August 10             Stories & Sharing 
  

Youth Volunteers Needed! ONE WEEK/ONE STREET: 
Thursday, June 29. Meet at church at 8am and return at 5pm. Dress for physical 
work and bring a sack lunch & water bottle. 
Adult Chaperons/ Drivers/ Workers also needed!!! Please let Pastor Aleka know if 
you can come. 
  
 
 
 

ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL for ALL ages: 

Wednesday, August 2, Central Park Band Shell, 6-8pm. 
Free Jazz/Blues Concert with DJAM, Free Ice Cream to the first 200 attendees 

Please volunteer or participate in this off-site church fellowship event! 
 
 



AUDIO FEED MUSIC FESTIVAL (best for youth and adults 15+ years): 

Sunday July, 2- Wednesday, July 5, 2023 in Urbana, IL. With Pastor Aleka AND 
Pastor Lara! https://audiofeedfestival.com/#home 

Event Admission, Transportation, 3 nights on-site tent camping, 3 meals/ day, plus 
snacks provided for $120/ student. Scholarships available (just let Pastor Aleka 
know you need a little help with this one). Additional food/drink and souvenirs can be 
purchased. 

 WHAT TO EXPECT: an environment where unconditional love is nurtured, 
encouraged, and shared without regard for appearance, religious belief, race, 
societal status, or any other thing that separates us from each other in the world at 
large. We believe that the perfect example of that Love was expressed through 
Jesus Christ, and we do our best in fitful and imperfect ways to follow His example. 
Exploration, questioning, doubts, fears, hopes, joys… all are welcomed and 
encouraged. Ultimately, we’re people who want to support each other and 
experience great music and art with others who feel the same way. 

AND: Good music. No… actually, GREAT music and speakers, especially those that 
are not necessarily “radio single” type material.  From really mellow acoustic to 
hardcore and everything in between. With three stages focusing on different styles, 
there is something for almost everyone almost all the time.  Some of our artists are 
expressly Christian. Many are not, but write music influenced by their faith journey. 
Some are expressly not Christian but share our values of love and community and 
are working all of that out in the best way they can figure out.  We like people like 
that. 
  
  

Youth Volunteers Needed! 

Please join us for “blended style” worship and Biblical preaching.  
Every Sunday, 10-11:15am Worship in-person or on-line 
at https://www.facebook.com/FBCMidlandMI 
  

Has God given you the gift of music, or working with children, or public speaking? 
Wanna’ try Praise Band? We’re looking for Youth (14-21 years old) to: offer Special 
Music, supervise our youngest attendees during service, sing/play with Praise Band, 
advance worship & sermon slides, receive the offering, or serve as Worship Leader 
this summer & fall. It’s a great time to experiment & learn! Contact Pastor Aleka if 
you’re interested.   
  

Rev. Lara Freeburg presents Summer Sermon Series: “Our Story: Hearing and 
Telling the Stories of God’s people.” How have ‘ordinary’ people experienced God’s 
power and presence throughout history? How has God moved in your personal 
story? How might God be using you to shape someone else’s story? How might God 
be using someone else to shape your story? Enjoy a preview of our Summer 
worship song, “God Is In This Story” by Katy Nichole 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_zI1Iy5_EQ 
  

~Rev. Aleka Schmidt 



  

 

  



   

 
  



 

  



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

 

  



 
  

 

 
   

 


