
   

May 15 - June 15, 2023 

  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 
 intentional connections to our community 
 caring for one another through all of life 

  

 
  

Thursday, May 18 - 9am-5pm 

Friday, May 19 - 9am-5pm 
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
   

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
has two children: Lola 
and Devin. 

  
 

 

 



PRAYER PARTNERS   
  

For the needs of friends & family - April & May 2023: Thayer Bradish 
(recovery/strength); Cara Hitchcock Reel (tonsil infection); Pat (brain surgery 
scheduled-Williams' extended family); Andrea Snoddy & Isabelle & family; John 
Walter (chemo & radiation); John Williams (surgery recovery); Bob Winchester 
(hospitalized/internal bleeding) 
  

For those that Grieve: The Families of Ruth O'Dell, Anne Poindexter, Ben 
Schultz's friend's son; and Betty Spiker 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer: Please 
contact the church office by phone: 989-835-6731 or via email: 
office@midlandfbc.com  

  
  
  

TAKE NOTE! MUSICAL - THIS SUNDAY!!! 
  

 
  

Important Dates:  5/19     3-5:30pm    Dress Rehearsal #1 

                              5/20     9-11:30am   Dress Rehearsal #2 

                              5/21     10am           Presentation of Spring Musical 
                              5/22     3-5:30pm     Last Day of Programming until Fall 2023 

  

 
 
 
 
  



  

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  



LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  
  

Lead Pastor Newsletter Article April 2023 

At the end of my senior year at Judson University, I had to complete what the 
school calls a “capstone” project. This project allowed me to direct a Neil Simon 
play based on the Biblical book of Job, called “God’s Favorite” this project was 
accompanied by a research paper addressing the value of drama in worship. 
My primary argument for my paper was that drama can address issues and 
topics that sermons sometimes struggle to deal with adequately. An idea that I 
have embedded into my own preaching regimen here at FBC.  
  

Like drama in worship, stories have “power” in our lives to help us deal with, 
express, and share aspects of our lives that otherwise would remain hidden. 
When we tell our stories, we open the door to healing and acceptance. When 
we listen to the stories of others, we open ourselves up to growth and deeper 
relationships. 
  

Our summer series, “Our Story,” will begin June 4 and will explore important 
stories of some well-known (like Adam, Jacob, and the Apostle Paul) and not 
so well-known people in Scripture (like Caleb, Jael, and Joel). Each week we 
will be invited to look beyond our own experiences and into the life of another to 
see what we can learn about them and maybe even ourselves. Who knows 
what we will learn!? 
  

Our hope, Pastor Aleka and myself, is that this series will help us learn a bit 
more about how to build relationships with others in our lives. Sometimes 
outreach starts by simply asking a person to tell their own story. Doesn’t that 
sound easier than traditional evangelism? What a great reason to stay involved 
this summer! 
  

Rev. Lara Escoffre 

  

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE - Budget Year to Date - May 2023 
  

 
  

S&F team will note that a charge to our budget was made for a Web site 
license for online (Vanco) donations and this might put us overbudget for the 
year. This charge occurs every two years.  Bobbie Baker, on behalf of S&F Team 

 



MUSIC 

  

Worship & Music “Worship is the celebration of God’s gift of life.” 
  

Vocal Choir: 

sings next on May 28, followed by June 4 and June 18. We will warm up at 9:00 
on those Sunday mornings. Our last weeknight rehearsal until Fall will be Wed. 
June 14 at 6:30pm. 
  

Praise Band: 

will play in worship May 14, May 21, June 4, June 11, and June 18. We will 
rehearse at 8:30 on those Sunday mornings. 
  

Special Celebration: 

Join us in a special celebration for Dads, Grads, and Baptism on Sunday, 
June 18 at 10am. 
  

YOUTH 

Youth Fellowship 

7 Junior and Senior High students fellowshipped over a day-long Dungeons & 
Dragons Campaign at church on Saturday, May 6. Under the tutelage of Ben 
Schultz and Ceonni Williams, they had such a great time that they asked to hang 
out an hour longer than planned! We’re looking to schedule another event like 
this soon. 
  

The school year is quickly winding down, and summer is right around the corner. 
You still have time to register for Higher Ground at Camp Lake Louise, located in 
Boyne Falls, MI. You can learn all about the programs being offered this 
summer, and even complete your registration on their 
website https://highergroundatlakelouise.com/ . 
  

CHECK OUT the Youth Fellowship bulletin board in the narthex for info 
about upcoming events and for pics of our latest adventures! 
  

Grace and Peace, Pastor Aleka 
  



 
  
  
  
  

 



  

 
 ~Rev. Aleka Schmidt 

  
  

  
 
  
  



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

 

 



 

 
  

 
  


