
   

May 1, 2018  
  

First Things  
  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

• meaningful worship and study 
• valuing and loving others through service 
• embracing God's created diversity 
• intentional connections to our community 
• caring for one another through all of life 

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE MONTH 

  

Everyone a Minister...God has given each member, of 
the body of Christ, a gift and calling which is given so 
that we can build up the body and partner with Him in 
fulfilling His mission to the world. There are many kinds 
of ministry; all are important. 

  

Ethan Bruce – 18th Birthday Party and 
Graduation Open House 

Gerald and Kim invite YOU to celebrate 
Ethan on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 from 6-9 
p.m. at their home, 4403 Andre St. Come 
wish this future Wolverine well! 

 

 

 
  

Rev. Lara Freeburg 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as 
the Pastor of Preaching 
and Teaching; in June 
2015, Lara transitioned 
into the role of Lead 
Pastor. Lara has a 
passion for preaching 
and teaching God’s word 
and for walking with 
people as they discover 
who God has created 
them be. Lara is active in 
the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force, 
Mid-Michigan Health 
Advisory Council, and 
Faithwalking. She has 
two children: Lola and 
Devin. 

 

 

 



PRAYER PARTNERS 

  

For those that grieve: The Marilyn Walker Family, The Joe Musser 
Family (McCourt extended family), The Caleb Neff Family (friend of Pastor Lara - 

infant death), The Naomi Potter family (Poindexter friend), The Marilyn Walker 
Family, The Julie Wiseman Family (of Eagle Ridge Church of God - loss of teenage 

grandson)  
  

For the health needs of many of our church family:  Elva Blymyer 
(fell), Thayer Bradish (health needs), Wayne Crosby (bike accident), Dale 
Green, Betty King, Dave Mitchell (surgery recovery), Ruth O'Dell, Elaine 
Parsons, Dave Pellegrom, Joyce Phillips, Anne Poindexter, Joyce 
Poland, Bruce Rogers, Andrea Ross (numbness/shingles), Shirley Sevener, 
Lou Stickney, Alex Sutherland and Family, and Judy Zeiss (cancer). 
  

And the needs of loved ones: Acacia (Walter's granddaughter); Amelia (Nicole 

Richard's infant niece); The Baker Family: Seth, Emily, Sienna, Andrew & 
baby Lillian; Mike Dahley (surgery recovery); Kim Francisco (cancer); Roger 
Hackett (Ruth O'Dell's nephew-cancer); John Ingram (recovery); Sharon Ingram 
(dementia); Tyler Jenkins (great-grandson of Don & Lorraine Raetz - epilepsy); Lewis 
King (health); Peter Mortensen (cancer); Greg Poland (seizure); Tim Richard 

(leukemia); Yvette Spiker (recovery); Lily Wint (cancer-Ziess' granddaughter); Cindy 
Wong's mom (fall); and John Yuill (ear tumor). 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer, please contact the 
church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

  

 

LEAD PASTOR 
 

“Cross my heart, and hope to die.” Do you remember that phrase from when you were a 
kid? When I was growing up, this phrase could be added to a promise made, in order to 
“up the ante.” I don’t know about you, but it seems like I make far fewer promises as an 
adult than I did as a child. Perhaps this is because, as an adult, we understand the 
power that a promise has and the repercussions of not following through once a promise 
is made.  When we make promises we tend to think carefully about if we really can and 
will follow through.  
  

Some of you may remember that in the mid 1970’s the congregation created a written 
promise, known as a covenant, about how the church would strive to live in our life 
together and in our world. In an effort to keep this promise in the forefront of the 
church’s mind, it was read on communion Sundays for many years. Then, I am told, 



about ten to fifteen years ago when it ceased to be used, and existed as a document in 
the back if each hymnal.  
  

Last year, when we finished affirming our guiding principles and creating new “Who we 
are” and “What we do” statements, I was asked to consider bringing out and taking a 
look at the covenant to determine if it would benefit our congregation at this time. I loved 
the idea. The very concept of a promise made by the community as to how we will live 
together and live out who we are and what we do, excited me! To me, it is a way to keep 
our vision for who God is calling us to be in front of us and be challenged to live into that 
identity.  
  

So on April 22, during the Sunday school hour, we had an open gathering to discuss the 
affirmation or tweaking of the 1976 version of the church covenant which reads: 

  

Having been led by the Spirit of God to place our trust in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord, we solemnly and joyfully covenant with God and with each other as a 
fellowship of faith. 
  

Believing that God has revealed the truth of life in Christ, we will seek to grow in 
grace and knowledge of the Lord through Bible reading, prayer, worship and 
obedience. 
  

Believing that the local church serves the cause of Christ on Earth, we will give it 
our financial support and service with gratitude. Striving to live together in 
Christian love, we will pray for each other, share each other’s joys, and help one 
another in sickness and distress. 
  

Believing that God has called us to witness to his saving power and love, we will 
try to bring our personal, family, and community relationships under the Lordship 
of Christ. We will also aid in proclaiming the gospel to the whole world and work 
for justice, freedom, dignity, and peace. 
  

And now, our Father, we acknowledge our weaknesses and profess our need of 
you. We thank you for the contributions of others to our lives.  Make us aware of 
the effects our lives have on others. Help us to be instruments of your peace. Fill 
us with joy in our faith and with hope for the coming of your kingdom. Amen. 

  

The class offered many wonderful insights and determined to continue the discussion 
the next Sunday, April 29. The following week, the group discerned together that 
perhaps it would be best if the congregation went through a period of regularly reading 
the covenant together again in order to determine as a larger body if the words still felt 
as though they accurately described the life that we desire to live together. We agreed 



that we would again read the covenant on communion Sundays for the remainder of 
2018 and then discuss the covenant again in January 2019. 
  

I hope that every person will be able to read and consider the covenant in light of the 
work that we have done together over the last few years on the guiding principles, “Who 
we are” and “What we do” statements. I pray that we will be given wisdom as to if this 
promise (covenant) to one another is something that we want to use in order to keep our 
eyes focused on our life together. This covenant has such beautiful potential to be a tool 
which we use to enhance our life together and to be the church that God is calling us to 
be. 
  

~Rev. Lara Freeburg 
  

  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! The Church Business Meeting will begin at 11AM. 

Meeting Agenda Items to Follow. 

  

MUSIC NOTES FROM THE MUSIC MINISTER  

  
  

  

This month, I will be contacting people about performing special music to play during the 
summer services. 
  

Chancel Bells & Choir, Praise Team, and Take-Note Volunteers and Families, you are 
officially invited: 



  

 
  
  
  

Soli Deo Gloria,  
Jan Sutherland, Music Minister 

  

 

May 18 & 19, 2018  

  

  



  
  

GUESS WHO's COMING to DINNER? - Saturday, May 19   

This is a very fun evening of getting to visit and eat with folks you may not know very 
well. This “too cool” event is being planned by your Congregational Care Ministry Team! 
It could also be called “Guess Where You Are Going to Dinner?”, as it is a surprise 
where you will be eating. 
  

If you are willing to be a “Host Home”, please contact Sharon Houghton-Ross. Sign-up, 
in the narthex, as a “host” or “guest”. The “host home” will provide the main dish, 
and those who come will bring side dishes. 
  

SUMMER CONNECTIONS 
 

Weekly Picnic Potluck @ Plymouth Park 

Dates: Wednesdays, June 13, June 20, June 27, July 11 Time: 5:55 pm - 7:30 pm 

Location: Plymouth Park, “H” Pavilion - this is by the little league fields 

  

Vision/Purpose of “Connections”: To have a mid-week family-focused presence for the 
whole church family, that would encourage tighter bonds and deeper 
friendships. Additionally, this is a fun and safe place to invite a friend, co-worker or 
someone you want to connect to your church family.  
  

REMEMBER this is a potluck meal…bring your own plates, cups, silverware, drinks and 
a dish to pass. We will have spaces near the walkway for those who need a smooth 
path. We hope to have a few people available as valets. We want to include as many 
people as possible. In case of a bad storm, we will meet at the church. Hope to see you 
on a Wednesday for a change! 
  

Contact Shelley to sign up as a "HOST” one of our Summer “CONNECTIONS”. 
Hosts will bring a meat and choose a theme. Please let Shelley know a week in 
advance what meat you are providing so it can be in the weekly highlight to give 
everyone an idea of what side dishes or desserts to provide: office@midlandfbc.com or 
989-835-6731. 

  

SHUT-INS 

  

Have an hour free this month? Consider visiting one of our Shut-Ins!  



(Another list will be printed in next month's Newsletter) 
  

Joyce Phillips 
40 Rosemary Court, Midland, MI 48640 

 

Verda Rider 
1400 Eastlawn, Midland, MI 48642 

 

Mercedes Ross 
350 Dick Street, Midland, MI 48642 

 

Shirley Sevener 
4815 Russell St, Midland, MI 48640 

 

Dorothy Trask 
800 W Meadowbrook, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Nate & Joyce Poland 
2737 W Wilder Road, Midland, MI 48642 

  

  

  

SPRING CLEANING OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

  

Property Management recently attempted to schedule a SWEAT DAY. This wasn’t 
possible as all the weekend dates were not available until sometime in June. So, we are 
suggesting that the various rooms/areas be adopted as a project by either a member, a 
family or one of the FBC groups (i.e., Life Group, Choir, Youth Group, Sunday School 
classes). This could be done on any day of the week that would fit your schedule. 

• Nursery 

• Cry Room 

• Head Start entrance and windows along the hallway (South wing) 

• Narthex windows and doors 

• Sanctuary windows and window sills 

• Sunday School classrooms 

• Media Room/Library 

• Kitchen (Hitchcock Life Group has adopted this) 

Please consider this as a one-time opportunity or as an on-going mission. We are 
hoping to have all areas cleaned by May 31. (Cleaners are provided, please bring a 
bucket and rags from home) Please coordinate with Shelley for times, dates and areas: 
office@midlandfbc.com or 835-6731. 

  



 

  



 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

Thank you so much for your very nice card. 
  

For the present time, I will be staying here at my daughter and son-in-law Dave's 
home. I'm just taking it slow and easy. This is the first winter in many years that I 
have stayed in Michigan and now it seems like winter will never end, but I keep 
hoping and eagerly looking for anything green sprouting up. 
  

First Baptist holds a big place in my heart and I would love hearing from you all. 
Thanks again. 
  

Love, 
Gloria Decker 
44758 Charnwood Dr. 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
 
 
REMEMBERING JACK THORSBERG 
We would like to thank all whom attended the ceremony honoring our father’s passing. 
Words cannot express our sentiments of gratitude, love and remembrance that we have 
of our Dad. Thank you. 
 
~Daughter, Gloria Elizabeth, and Son, John Evart 
 
 
  

TAKE-NOTE THANK YOU! 

As always, a big Thank You goes out to all of the Take Note parents, staff and 
volunteers. We appreciate your faithfulness in having your students present for 
rehearsals. We pray that they have blessed you with their message. Thank you, staff 
and volunteers for your guidance and assistance with the children to help them learn 
the message of the Lord and to spread His teachings with joyful songs. 
  

~FBC Staff 
 
  

GHANA MISSION 

First Baptist Church: 
  

Thank you for your generous contribution and continued support of my mission work 
in Ghana. The young ladies and I greatly appreciate your continued prayers and 
support.  Kindly, Rovaughna 
  



  

 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

to all who celebrate in May! 

  

. . . HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU.  
  

Wouldn't you love to send those simple powerful words to everyone at FBC? 
  

YOU CAN! 
  

Get the card supply and monthly birthday list from Shelley Page in the office. (These can be 
delivered to you, if needed.) At home, at your leisure, write a celebratory note and address the 
card. Print the date lightly in the stamp corner. Return the monthly supply of greetings to 
Shelley and she will post them in a timely manner. (Or stamps can be given with birthday card 
supplies to be mailed from your home.)  
  
Congregational Care will financially sponsor this BIRTHDAY greeting. Please contact Vicki 
Walter of Congregational Care (or Shelley Page at 835-6731) for details. 
  

May Birthdays:   

   

May Anniversaries:   
  

    23: Rob & Shannon Johnstone  
    29: Wilbur & Leona Seamster   
    30: Dale & Carrolyn Green 
  

If your name, or that of a loved one, should be here, but isn't, please contact the church office 
with name and birthdate/anniversary date, so Shelley Page can update church records: 
office@midlandfbc.com  

  



FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

  
  

 
        

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter for Friends and Members 
  

First Baptist Church              
915 E. Sugnet Road               
Midland MI 48642-3772     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: May 3, 2018 


