
   

November 7, 2018  
  

First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  

Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  

What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 

  

MISSION & MINISTRY OFFERING  
The Missions team is sponsoring a food drive for the 
H.E.L.P. Food Pantry this Thanksgiving. The 
collection runs until November 18. I have posted 
a list of needed items on The M&M board. Please 
post this reminder in the Sunday bulletin for our 
team through November. Monetary donations 
may be given to FBC for the food Pantry. 

 

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg joined our 
pastoral staff, in December 
2012, as the Pastor of 
Preaching and Teaching; in 
June 2015, Lara transitioned 
into the role of Lead Pastor. 
Lara has a passion for 
preaching and teaching God’s 
word and for walking with 
people as they discover who 
God has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task Force, 
Mid-Michigan Health Advisory 
Council, and Faithwalking. She 
has two children: Lola and 
Devin. 
 
 

 

  

  



PRAYER PARTNERS 

  

For those that grieve: The families of Joyce Poland & Elaine Parsons 
  

For the health needs of many of our church family: Thayer Bradish (surgery 
recovery), Wayne Crosby (recovery), Betty King (hospice), Dave Mitchell (cancer), 
Joe Mortensen (recovery), Anne Poindexter, Andrea Ross (numbness), Shirley 
Sevener (heart failure), Andrea Shumake (autoimmune disorder), Alex Sutherland, 
Lou Stickney (hospice), Marcia Williams (migraines & rx side effects), Bob 
Winchester (recovery) 
  

And the needs of loved ones: Acacia (Walter's granddaughter), Lillian Baker, Roger 
Hackett (Ruth O'Dell's nephew-cancer), Tyler Jenkins (Raetz' great-grandson-
epilepsy), Lewis King (cancer), Mel Lewis (Poindexter grand-niece), Tim Richard 
(leukemia), Lanny Robbins' granddaughter's family & foster child, Jim Vance (blood 
clot), John Yuill (Acoustic Neuroma brain tumor) 
  

And the needs of Friends: Mike Dahley (more surgery recovery), Pat Hintz's friend 
(cancer), Peter Mortensen (cancer), Patty Zurba (cancer - friend of Kathy Burch)  
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer, please contact the 
church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

  

  

 

HOPE LUNCHEON 

(Helping Other People Eat) 

November 25, 12 NOON  

There will be a HOPE Luncheon for Shelter House, followed by decorating of 
the church, in preparation for Advent, on November 25, following Sunday 
School.                                            

Contact Sharon Houghton-Ross, Barb Neil or Pat McCourt for Details. 

  

 
  

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING - DECEMBER 9, 2018 

  

The Business Meeting will immediately follow morning service 
where the 2019 Proposed Budget will be voted on. 

  
 



LEAD PASTOR 

Last week I traveled to Battle Creek to meet with the other peer leaders of our 
American Baptist Churches of Michigan Ministers Groups. Since I arrived early, I sat 
patiently as the other leaders trickled in one by one. As they did this, we exchanged 
pleasantries; the typical “how are you?” or “how was your drive?” Most answered 
with just one or two words, as it was still rather early. 
  

Then one, our group’s leader, mentioned that he was thanking God for getting to the 
church safely. When asked "Why?" he mentioned that he had come from Detroit 
and was so exhausted from packing for his move to California that he knew he had 
fallen asleep several times in the car! As the group joined in the man’s gratefulness, 
we discussed how we each saw God move in our lives. The truth is, sometimes the 
movement of God is obvious (like keeping us from getting hurt) and sometimes God 
moves in our lives in that “still small voice” that spoke to Elijah. 
  

The Community Story Study Team (or the CSST) believes that God is at work in 
Midland! But we believe He is revealing Himself with the still small voice of our 
neighbors! In order to discern how it is we can join Him, the CSST came up with a 
three phase plan. First, in September and October, we met with city leaders (like the 
City Planner, Police Officer, and Principals) in order to hear their perspectives and 
dreams for our city. Second, in October, we met with our neighbors (those who live 
in our area, parents of the Boy Scouts who meet here, and a local Evangelical 
Christian Young Professionals group) to listen to their hopes and concerns. Finally, 
over the last two weeks of October and continuing over the first two weeks in 
November, we have and will continue to meet with members of FBC in order to hear 
your vision for our church and thoughts about living in Midland. 
  

As we finish up this time of data collection, in November we will move into the next 
part of the process...which will be to analyze the information we have gathered. By 
the end of the gathering phase, we will have conducted over a dozen interviews 
with over thirty people from around the community. That is a lot of stories to sort 
through! The CSST knew that we needed help looking for patterns and similarities 
so we have asked Mark Neil, Lanny Robbins, and Victor Atiemo-Obeng to join our 
team and use their skills in analysis to help us evaluate the information we gathered 
in these interviews. It is our hope that by the end of January we will have a 
summary of the analysis for both Team Network and the congregation; which will 
then lead to conversations by both the leadership of Team Network and the body as 
a whole as to where we see God already moving in our city OR where there is a 
need that we had been blind to before that would intersect perfectly with who we are 
as a church and our mission of being FBC: Where relationships with God and 
neighbors grow.  
  

I continue to be excited about this process as the stories of how we have already 
seen God at work just in the phases we have completed already. Community 
leaders have been touched that churches are asking the same questions about 
Midland as they are. Our neighbors have had experiences of hearing stories of 
people just like them struggling and coming to faith. Our church body is feeling 
heard and appreciated. These ARE examples of the still small voice of God at work 
among us. Imagine what is still to come!  
 

~Rev. Lara Freeburg 

  
  



 

As Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s approach, many people are hurting 
due to the loss of a loved one, a cancer diagnosis, divorce, job loss, or some 
other significant life challenge. These experiences can make an ordinarily joyous 
season difficult, lonely, and perhaps even painful. 
Cancer—Now What? describes how the holidays can be a struggle for someone 
who is suffering:

 

When you know someone is struggling during the holidays, here are some 
simple ways you can make a big difference: 
  

 

By relating in these ways, you can help hurting people find comfort and hope in a 
difficult time. 

  



 

AMISH DINNER FELLOWSHIP 

Saturday, December 29 

  

FIRST Baptist Family, I am sorry I failed to schedule earlier! Many of you have 
asked about the YUMMY Amish Dinner! We have a great opportunity to close 
out the year on Saturday, December 29! We can go for lunch! Please let me 
know if you have any interest. I know the Season is a busy time for everyone! 
Please contact Jenn Hitchcock at jjhitchcock@sbcglobal.net or 832.3822. 

  

 
  

SHUT-INS 

  

Have an hour free this month? Consider visiting one of our Shut-Ins!  
(Another list will be printed in next month's Newsletter) 
  

Joyce Phillips 
40 Rosemary Court, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Verda Rider 
1400 Eastlawn, Midland, MI 48642 
 

Shirley Sevener 
4815 Russell St, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Dorothy Trask 
800 W Meadowbrook, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Nate Poland 
2737 W Wilder Road, Midland, MI 48642 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

to all who celebrate in November! 

 

  

NOVEMBER 

 
  
  



  

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

  

December's Newsletter deadline is November 21, at Noon. 



 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 


