
   

October 1, 2017  
  

First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  

Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  

What We Do: We are learning to live the life that 
Jesus would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 

  
 

FAITHWALKING RETREAT 

NOVEMBER 10 & 11 

  

Faithwalking in Midland has been operating for 
several years now, and the multi-denomination team 
is looking forward to offering this 2-day retreat 
experience again. The 2-day format includes lunch 
each day, but participants have dinner and sleep at 
home before returning for day two.   
  

https://www.faithwalking.us/faithwalking-101/ 

 
  

Rev. Lara Freeburg 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
has two children: Lola 
and Devin. 
 

 

  



LEAD PASTOR: Rev. Lara Freeburg 

For the last two years we, as a church, have put time and energy into asking the 
hard questions about who we are and what God is calling us to do. We have 
discussed, prayed, and planned. It was this work that provided the foundation for 
our purpose (FBC: Where every person matters and relationships with God 
and neighbors grow) and how we live that purpose out (We are learning to live 
the life that Jesus would live if Jesus were living our life through: meaningful 
worship and study, valuing and loving others through service, embracing 
God’s created diversity, intentional connections to our community, and 
caring for one another through all of life) I am so proud of the work our church 
put in to making this happen and so grateful for those who blessed us with their 
wisdom throughout the process of the creation of these two statements, which 
were formally released on Rally Day (September 10). 

But, what happens now? The problem often times is that we put all this work into 
these statements but nothing happens. That question (How do we live out our 
purpose statement?) will be one of the tasks that Team Network will be taking on 
at our retreat place on September 30. Now, don’t get me wrong, there are already 
lots of ways that we are living into our statements! We are finding new ways to 
care for one another through the Paul-Timothy Mentoring program and the re-
initiating of the Stephen Ministry Program. We look forward to serving the 
community again through the Halloween Hallway; which provides a warm, safe, 
and dry place to Trick-or-Treat and rest on Halloween. We are having hard 
conversations about what it means to embrace God’s created diversity in Sunday 
School classes. We are engaging in worship and study together on Sunday 
mornings. 

These are faithful responses to whom God has called this church to be. But, the 
truth is we stand in a world of people who are looking for value and as followers of 
Christ, we are those who know where their true value comes from. We are those 
who know the truth that God created each and every one of us to be His image 
bearers. We are to be those whom desire to see others come to know this truth 
themselves, a truth that can only be made known through a relationship with Jesus 
Christ. It is this knowledge that calls us to continue to ask how we can grow in our 
purpose. 

By the time this article is released, Team Network will have already met and the 
discussion will have started, but I still want to ask you to pray for our leaders, our 
teams, and our church as we seek to discern what it means for us to put this 
purpose into action. I believe that we are on the right track, that we are asking the 
right questions, and doing the right footwork to be faithful to God’s call on this 
church. I see us as at the start of a new phase, with a world of possibilities before 
us. Now is the time to dream big. Now is the time to ask what God has in store for 
us. I pray that you will join me in this dreaming. 
  



MISSION & MINISTRY TEAM 
  

  

The team has been meeting since August; and we learned the following new 
expectations from Pastor Lara: 

1. M&M team supports ALL mission ministry outside the four walls of the 
church 

2. M&M is the clearing house for all mission requests 

3. M&M is the sponsor of any outreach program. We need to find an owner to 
lead the event.  

Also, we are in the yearly process of revisiting our local community and world 
missions’ engagements for 2018. A survey has been sent out to all church 
member sponsors for feedback. Our intent is to focus on fewer organizations and 
have a greater impact with each organization with our limited resources. If you 
have any organization for the team to evaluate for 2018, please contact the M&M 
team no later than October 10th. 

Lastly, we like to call ourselves M&M (Mission & Ministry team), just like the M&M 
chocolate candies! The analogy is we ALL represent different colors and opinions 
but our hearts are filled with God's love to bring treats to all recipients because 
they matter to God. Pastor Lara also agreed to use M&M candies as FBC’s official 
candy. 

Special thanks to Lacey Schultz for her leadership in leading the Mission & 
Ministry (M&M) Team last year. THANK YOU!  Cindy Kwok will lead and serve on 
the team with all current members- Beverly Baab, Elaine Parsons, Janice 
Wallace, and Victor Atiemo-Obeng. 



CONSECRATION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 15 

 

 
  



Please be thoughtful and in prayer regarding your pledge for 2018, and return 
your pledge card by October 15. 
  

As in previous years, we are having a Picnic Potluck on Consecration Sunday, 
following Sunday School at noon. Meat will be provided. We ask those attending 
to bring a dish to pass (A-Q vegetable or salad, R-Z dessert or whatever the spirit 
inspires you to bring).  Come and enjoy! 
  

 

  

 

Join us for an Open House on Tuesday, October 10th, 6:00PM – 8:00PM at 
Midland’s Open Door, 412 West Buttles. Tour the facilities and learn how 
Midland’s Open Door meets the needs of the homeless, hungry and hurting in our 
community. 

Light refreshments will be served. 

FBC Serves at Midland's Open Door on the second Saturday of each month from 
9AM-2PM. See Chuck McCourt for details. 
  

GUIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE MONTH 

  

SCRIPTURE AS TRUTH --- Scripture is the story of God’s revelation of Himself to 
humankind and His plan for the redemption of the world.  We are called both as 
individuals and as the Church to read, interpret, discern, and follow this truth. 

  



 PRAYER PARTNERS 

  

For the health needs of many of our church family: Thayer Bradish, 
Kathy Burch, David Bussell, Dianna Cole, Mel Collins, Dale Green, Pastor 
Lara and her children, Betty King, Emma Mantel, Dave Mitchell, Ruthie 
O'Dell, Elaine Parsons, Joyce Poland, Joyce Phillips, Anne Poindexter, Betty 
Spiker, Lou Stickney, Alex Sutherland and Family, Ned Sweebe, Marilyn 
Walker, Bob Winchester and Judy Zeiss. 
  

And the needs of loved ones: Acacia (Walter's granddaughter), Bill Babb, 
Bobby Baker (Bobbie's nephew), Kim Francisco, Steven Gibson (E. 
Poindexter's nephew), Dr. Harris (Kathy Burch's doctor), Peter Mortensen, 
Mary Pietenpol, Gary Poindexter, Rick Raetz, Rose (E. Parsons' friend), and 
Audrey Yost (Streeter's friend) 
  

And those that grieve: The Korkoske Family (Shelley Page's uncle) 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer, please contact 
the church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

AMISH DINNER!  

Friday, November 3, 2017 we will travel to Clare for the Fabulous Amish Dinner! 
Contact Jenn Hitchcock to reserve your spot! You may call 832-3822 to make your 
RSVP! 
  
  
  

October 13 & 14, 2017  

  
 



 

We'd like to express great BIG Thank Yous to Kerry & Brendon Smith for 
creating the recent Road Rally event, for Marcia Williams for organizing 
the Potluck Picnic at Plymouth Park, and Andrea Shumake for hosting 
the Youth Bonfire. 
  

 
  

  

2017 ANNUAL GATHERING - OCTOBER 28, 2017 

  

The ABC-MI Annual Business Meeting will be held on October 28, 2017 at the 
Covenant Baptist Church, in West Bloomfield, MI. The cost is $10, or $20 with 
meal. Please see Pastor Lara if you are interested in attending. 
  



 
  

 
  

CLICK HERE to Connect to Church Calendar  
 

Halloween Hallway:  
Please see Jan Sutherland if you are able to help with this upcoming M&M 
Outreach!!! 

  
  



  
 
  

SHUT-INS 

  

Have an hour free this month? Consider visiting one of our Shut-Ins!  
(Another list will be printed in next month's Newsletter) 

Elva Blymyer 

Stone Crest Assisted Living, 255 N. Main St (M-47) #14A, Freeland, MI 48623 

Dale Green 

1919 Pinesboro Drive, Sanford, MI 48657 

Emma Mantel 
Stratford, 2121 Rockwell Drive, Midland, MI 48642 

Ruth O'Dell 
521 N. Rustic Drive, Midland, MI 48640 

Lou Stickney (On Hospice) 
Stratford - Woodbridge Wing #251 - 2121 Rockwell Drive, Midland, MI 48642 

 
 
 
 



 
  
  

Coffee Corner Volunteers Needed: 

Maybe time would permit you to help once a month, or on a monthly 
basis, with our Coffee Corner! Volunteers help prepare and serve 
coffee before/after the morning service. Contact Thayer Bradish for 
details: 989-513-1241 or email: tabmichtab@aol.com 

 
  

 

Dear FBC Family, 

We had the pleasure last evening of a meal shared with Kao and 
Chua Chao and one of their daughters. The Chaos were a refugee 
family from Laos sponsored by FBC Midland in 1976. They moved to 
Portland long, long ago but have stayed in contact. Larry Williams and 
I met them at MBS the evening they arrived in Michigan. 

As always, the Chaos express their gratitude to the Midland church for 
welcoming them and their two very young children to the US. 

We appreciate the ongoing prayers for Peter as we await the reports 
on his surgery. 

~Joe & Kathy Mortensen 



 

When someone we know has cancer or has a loved one with cancer, often we 
want to reach out with help and support. But how can we be sure the help we’re 
providing is what the person really needs? 

The best way is simple but often overlooked: Just ask. 

A good example of why this is important comes from an episode of the TV show 
Parenthood from a few years ago. One of the main characters, Christina, has 
recently been diagnosed with cancer, and two friends drop by to cheer her up and 
bring her a roasted chicken. 

Christina goes to put the chicken away in the refrigerator—where there are four 
more chickens just like it, leaving barely any room for anything else. 

These friends meant well, but because they made an assumption about what 
Christina needed—a chicken dinner—their help was not all that helpful. They 
could have done much more for Christina if they said: 

“What can we do right now? Do you need any meals, or help with transportation, 
or someone to run errands—or something else? We’d really like to help.”  
Then they could have acted based on Christina’s response—and helped in ways 
that Christina genuinely needed right then.  

 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday Wishes 

to all who have birthdays in October! 

November's Newsletter deadline is October 23 at Noon. 

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

  


