
 
  
  

October 10, 2018  
  

First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  

Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  

What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 

  

  

WORLD MISSION OFFERING  

It is the time for the World Mission offering! 
"You are the salt of the earth" Matthew 5:13. As 
followers of Christ, our congregation is the salt of 
the earth, seasoned with the love of the gospel 
and called to carry that love to all the earth. WMO is 
focusing on "Health and Wellness", "Abolishing 
Global Slavery" and "Economic and Community 
Development". More info comes each week. Please 
Give generously! 

 

 
 

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg joined 
our pastoral staff, in December 
2012, as the Pastor of 
Preaching and Teaching; in 
June 2015, Lara transitioned 
into the role of Lead Pastor. 
Lara has a passion for 
preaching and teaching God’s 
word and for walking with 
people as they discover who 
God has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task Force, 
Mid-Michigan Health Advisory 
Council, and Faithwalking. She 
has two children: Lola and 
Devin. 

 

 

 



 

 
  

SPECIAL BUSINESS MEETING - OCTOBER 21, 2018 

  

There will be a Special Business Meeting immediately following service 
where the Audit Report and the Audit process  

will be discussed and voted upon. 
 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

  

For those that grieve: The Elaine Parsons Family 

For the health needs of many of our church family: Shirley Sevener (heart 
failure), Thayer Bradish (upcoming surgery & recovery), Joe Mortensen 
(recovery), Joyce Poland (recovery), Andrea Shumake (autoimmune disorder), 
Bob Winchester (recovery), Alex Sutherland, Wayne Crosby (continued 
recovery), Andrea Ross (numbness), Betty King (hospice), Dave Mitchell 
(cancer), Lou Stickney(hospice), & Anne Poindexter 

And the needs of loved ones: Mollie Neitzel (Kathy Burch granddaughter: dog-
bite infection), Danny O’DeII (Ruthie’s son-wildfires), Acacia (Walter’s 
granddaughter), Lanny Robbin’s granddaughter’s family & foster child, Lillian 
Baker, Roger Hackett (Ruth O’Dell’s nephew-cancer), John YuiII (Acoustic 
Neuroma brain tumor), Tyler Jenkins (great-grandson of the Raetz’ - epilepsy), 
Tim Richard (leukemia), Lewis King 

And the needs of Friends: Pat Hintz's friend (cancer), Patty Zurba (cancer - 
friend of Kathy Burch), Mike Dahley (more surgery recovery), Peter Mortensen 
(cancer) 

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer, please contact the 
church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 

 

  

Invite your friends & neighbors!!! 
 



LEAD PASTOR 

This summer my eight-year old daughter, Lola, was diagnosed with dyslexia and 
ADHD. While I anticipated the first diagnosis, I was rather surprised by the 
second. I had noticed that Lola had trouble focusing at times, but at other times 
her focus was nearly impossible to break! How could she have attention deficit 
when at moments there is anything but a deficit in attention?! 
  

What I learned from the neuropsychologist was that the inability to regulate 
between hyper -and lack of- focus is a symptom of ADHD. Like most people, a 
person with ADHD does focus on things that peak their interest. But, unlike 
those without ADHD, they can struggle intensely to regulate that focus with 
things that they don’t find interest in. 
  

While it is compounded in people with ADHD, as I said, we all have this 
characteristic of hyper focus on some things and completely ignore others at 
other times. But, what do we miss when we do that? Sometimes, what we miss 
is God at work around us! 
  

Like many of you, the Community Story Study Team (or the CSST, who was  
introduced to you in last month’s newsletter) believes that God is at work in 
Midland! But, we acknowledge that in our busyness (and focus on other good 
things) we may not be able to see and hear where we are being called to join 
Him in that work. So, the CSST has committed to slow down and listen for 
God’s still small voice around us. 
  

It is our conviction (the CSST) that the people who God is going to use to speak 
to us about where we are being called to join in His work are a lot closer than 
you may think! First, they are our neighbors! That is why this month we are 
hosting four focus groups of our neighbors to ask about their experience of living 
in Midland. The goal is not to share the Gospel or convince them that FBC is the 
place to be (though we would be excited if that happened), but instead it is to 
simply listen to them. Our hope is that by listening to our neighbors we will be 
able to hear where it is that God is already moving in our city OR where there is 
a need that we had been blind to before that would intersect perfectly with who 
we are as a church and our mission of being FBC: Where relationships with God 
and neighbors grow.   
  

Second, the CSST believes that God is going to use YOU, our brothers and 
sisters at FBC, to help us hear how God is on the move among us. That is why 
in late October (the 21st and 28th) and early November (the 4th and 11th) we 
will be hosting one hour focus group meetings (from 12:15-1:15PM) to hear your 
experiences of Midland. These meetings will include lunch with six to eight other 
church members and three committee members. 
  

The first opportunity to sign up for one of the groups will be on Sunday, October 
7 and will conclude November 4. The sheets will be on the glass top table 
before and after worship, or you can contact the office between 9am-2pm from 
Monday through Thursday and Shelley will add you to the focus group you 



choose,  (office@midlandfbc.com or 989-835-6731) OR, if you would prefer to 
have  one-on-one meeting with one of the committee members, please contact 
the office. 
  

I am excited to share that God has already been at work through this process! 
As we shared our plans with the community leaders this summer we heard time 
and again how impressed they were that a church was putting such work into 
learning about our community. This tells me that we have been a light to our 
community already just by saying we want to listen. I truly believe that God is 
not done with FBC and that this is the beginning of something wonderful. Please 
join us and share with us your story! 
  
  

~Rev. Lara Freeburg 

  

FAITHWALKING 

Looking for a way to go deeper in your faith? Feeling stuck? Consider attending 
the Faithwalking 101 Retreat November 9-11, (Friday evening, Saturday, and 
then conclude Sunday afternoon) at Midland Christian School.This will be the 
sixth year doing Faithwalking in Midland, welcoming participants from about a 
dozen different congregations.  

Faithwalking is an ongoing spiritual formation journey that is focused on 
equipping people to live fully human, fully alive missional lives. It is our 
deep conviction that Jesus demonstrates the fully human, fully alive life to 
which we are all called.   

Some of the key concepts we address in Faithwalking include spiritual 
formation, inner healing, emotional maturity, and the missional life. Faithwalking 
is both a process and a community where people experience teaching, 
coaching, encouragement and tools that will help them grow in each of these 
areas. Faithwalking 101 is the beginning of the journey. At a retreat that takes 
place over three days participants will experience five sessions that contribute 
to the work of spiritual formation and enable us to join God in his mission in the 
world. Each session includes a presentation, a time of solitude, a small group 
reflection and a large group conversation. The five sessions will explore the 
ways our “first formation” continues to impact our current level of emotional 
maturity, spiritual health, and missional engagement. Participants explore 
concepts like Authenticity with God and others; Integrity as ‘workability’; The 
difference between keeping and honoring one’s word; and the nature of Vows 
we have made, strategies we have learned from our earliest years that are 
designed to keep us safe and meet our needs. All of this takes place in a setting 
where God’s spirit is at work and a community of friends is lifting up the 
participants in prayer.  

For more information please see Pastor Lara or go to: 

www.faithwalking.us       www.midlandfaithwalking.com    (register here) 

 



 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY LUNCHEON 

 

OCTOBER 14 - 11:00AM 

 

As usual, meat and potatoes will be provided.  
Please bring a salad or dessert to share 

while you fellowship with your Church family! 
  

Dear First Baptist Family,                                               

Psalms 23 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he 
restores my soul… 

This time of year seems to come around much too quickly. Was it not Easter 
just a couple of days ago? But here we are just a few short weeks from Conse-
cration Sunday with the major holidays staring us in the face. It’s time to stop 
and take comfort in the words of Psalm 23. We believe that God wants to lead 
us. We believe that allowing Him to lead brings us peace in our hearts and 
restores our souls. We also believe that following his leadership means 
supporting the church and its service to our community.     

As your Stewardship and Finance Team, we are so grateful for your continued 
support. You make our job easier by your faithfulness. Enclosed is a pledge 
card for 2019. Allow God to lead you to a place of still waters as you decide 
what you can give for the coming year. We will be dedicating the promise of 
those gifts as well as celebrating with a luncheon after the church service on 
Consecration Sunday, October 14. Meat and potatoes will be provided. If you 
can, please bring a salad or dessert. The Boy Scouts will be the clean up crew! 

Many thanks to everyone who serves on the Stewardship and Finance Team: 

Roger Bergman, church treasurer; Jim Hitt, special funds treasurer; Gale 
Bradish financial secretary; Harry Steib, Lanny Robbins, Rick Imhoff and Bob 
Clarke representing the endowment fund. 

Blessings to All, 

Bobbie  Baker, Chair of Stewardship and Finance 

  



 
  

SHUT-INS 

Have an hour free this month? Consider visiting one of our Shut-Ins!  
(Another list will be printed in next month's Newsletter) 

Doreen Cobb 
The Medilodge, 1333 W. Grand River #131, Howell, MI 48842 

Emma Mantel 
Stratford, 2121 Rockwell Drive, Midland, MI 48642 

Ruth O'Dell 
521 N. Rustic Drive, Midland, MI 48640 

Lou Stickney (On Hospice) 
Stratford - Woodbridge Wing #251 - 2121 Rockwell Drive, Midland, MI 48642 

 

  

OCTOBER 
 

 
  
 



 

  

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

 
  
 

  

 
 
 


