
   

September 10, 2018  
  

First Things  

  

A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  

Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  

What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus would 
live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 

 embracing God's created diversity 

 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 
  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for ALL 

Begin September 16 @ 11AM 

  

Adult Class Offerings:  

Message Engagement - Chapel - Led by Pastor Lara 

Invitation to Retreat - Harmony Rm  
Led by Rev. Karen Walker-Freeburg  
Retreat is a necessity of the Christian Life. However, we 
may need to rethink what "retreat" means. How do we, 
in 2018, pursue and receive the gift and necessity of 
time with God? Whether you are gung ho about 
retreating or the polar opposite: "it sounds like torture," 
we will learn together about what might be refreshing to 
you. I believe God will meet us! 

Knit, Pray, Love - Room 16 - Led by Rena Walker  
 

 

 
  
Rev. Lara Freeburg joined our 
pastoral staff, in December 2012, 
as the Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, Lara 
transitioned into the role of Lead 
Pastor. Lara has a passion for 
preaching and teaching God’s 
word and for walking with people 
as they discover who God has 
created them be. Lara is active in 
the Anti-Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan Health 
Advisory Council, and 
Faithwalking. She has two 
children: Lola and Devin. 

 

 

 

LEAD PASTOR 
When I look over First Baptist’s history, I see a church that has faithfully 
heard and responded to God’s call over and over again. Nearly 150 years 
ago some faithful citizens of Midland heard God’s call to start a Baptist 
church in our city. In the years since, the members of First Baptist have 
heard God’s call and championed incredible missions in our community 
from Rev. Barclay who gathered the children of Swedish immigrants living 
in Midland for Sunday school to Linda Mortensen who led the charge for 
the Co-Op Preschool which ran for thirty years!  Larry Williams 
championed a mission to the migrant workers and Rev. John Dick 
challenged the body to Kingdom Assignments. 
  

Our church has a history of listening for and responding to God’s call. 
These ministries, and countless others, have been ways that those who 
have come before us have faithfully lived out God’s vision for what FBC is 
to be. Today, we join in a great cloud of witnesses as we now ask how it 
is that God is calling us to live out His vision for FBC in this day and age. 
In order to do that, we have spent the last few years revisiting guiding 
principles and developing “Who we are” and “what we do” statements. 
These documents will become even more essential as the last piece of 
the visioning puzzle comes into place this fall and winter: the Community 
Story Study. 
  

Last Spring a team gathered together to ask the questions, “How do we 
better engage our neighbors?” In order to determine the answer, we 
decided to develop a study of our community where we would ask our city 
leaders, our neighbors (from Swede to Jefferson, and Wheeler to 



Ashman), and our church family about their experience of living in 
Midland; in order to determine where the places were that our guiding 
principles, who we are statements, and what we do statements 
intersected with their lives. It is the team’s goal (called the Community 
Story Study Team) to present their data to Team Network this winter, 
and  to charge the leadership body to prayerfully discern where God’s call 
is leading this church at this point in our history together. 
  
I would like to invite you to mark your calendars for September 23, when 
the Rev. Jim Kent will not only will be preaching but also will be offering a 
more extensive explanation of Community Story Study’s process and time 
table. I also would like to invite you to join me in praying over this team 
which includes Rev. Dr. Karen Walker-Freeburg, Rev. Dr. Jim Kent, Allen 
Ross, Dave Pellegrom, Laura Neil, Mark Montei, Lois Crosby, and myself; 
as well as praying over the process itself. May God open our eyes to see, 
our ears to really hear, and our hearts to be moved by His spirit for our 
community. 
  
I am really excited about the Community Story Study, as I see it as not 
only being the way that we are seeking God’s call, but also seeking how 
we can put feet to that call in the here and now. I believe that this study 
will be accelerant for the flame that has been burning within this church 
since its conception, a flame which may have felt dim from time to time, 
but has NEVER gone out. God is not done with First Baptist!  We HAVE 
had periods in our history before where we wondered where God was 
leading us. As I have already mentioned, God has always been faithful to 
reveal a new call to us, and has blessed many a successful ministry and 
vision for a period. This is just one more such period. One more time to 
listen and say “Here WE are Lord Send us!” Send us into the community! 
Send us to be your light to our neighbors. We may not...we don’t have the 
full picture, but our part in this is simply to be like Isaiah, and faithfully go 
where we are led. Will you join me in answering that call? 
  
~Rev. Lara Freeburg 

 

  

 

Are you all ready for a great scrapbooking season?  
We've decided to have a special three-day kickoff.  

I have reserved the Hearthside Room at FBC  
for Thursday, Friday and Saturday, September 27-29, from 9-5 each day. 

Invite your friends & neighbors!!! 

  



 

 
 
 

CHAZ & HELGA MORTENSEN UPDATES 

On my latest trip to Guatemala, I worked on the book of Ezekiel with native 
translators from the Tz’utujil, Poptí and Poqomchí languages. One day at 
lunchtime Víctor, a Poqomchí translator, shared with us how he became a 
pastor before becoming a member of the translation team. 

Víctor had been one of the only people in his community who could read. There 
was a group of Christians who had regular meetings where they tried to study 
the Bible, but none of them was able to read well enough for that to happen. So 
they approached Víctor about reading to them, even though he followed the 
traditional religion. Víctor agreed and saw how happy that made them and 
agreed to do so regularly. In time, he became interested in reading the Bible for 
himself, and at one point he read Jesus words’ in Matthew 23:29-30: “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets 
and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying ‘If we had lived in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets’.” This reminded Víctor of the images of the traditional 
religion that were carried around his town during festivals. He felt he should no 
longer take part in the festivals and decided to join the Christian church. 

After some time Víctor became interested in studying at a Bible institute. His 
pastor said he would join him in praying about that possibility, since there was 
some cost involved and Víctor had no extra money. About a week later, the 
pastor gave Víctor part of the money he needed and told him the rest would be 
provided. When the rest of the payment was due, funds were provided and 
Víctor’s term at the Bible institute was paid for. Similar scenarios took place 
throughout all four years of his study program. As the pastor said, the rest was 
truly provided. To sum up the story Víctor told us, “The Lord did not fail me, so I 
do not want to fail him now.”  

Victor and the other translators worked with Chaz diligently for two weeks as 
they finished the consultant check of chapters 27-48 of Ezekiel. Thank you all 
for your partnership in our ministry, making it possible for us to give 
encouragement and input into the lives of the translators. This is work that will 
last for eternity.  

Working together with you, Chaz and Helga Mortensen 
Financial partnership: https://www.wycliffe.org/partner/theMorts  

                BIBLE STUDY 

  

Bible Study will begin anew on September 17, 6:30-8:00PM in the Media 
Room. We will meet weekly, 3 times per month, taking off the week when 
Team Network meets (no Bible Study on second Monday of the month). Bible 
Study is open to new participants, who are welcome to drop in to any 
session, any time!  
  
We will study Mark 9-16, in 10 sessions now through Dec 3. Materials are 
provided at each session or in advance through email. They are concise, by 
scripture chapter, and include a few questions for thought and discussion. 
Questions can be directed to Louise Bergman at 
louise.c.bergman@gmail.com.             



  

 
  

SHUT-INS 

  

Have an hour free this month? Consider visiting one of our Shut-
Ins!  (Another list will be printed in next month's Newsletter) 
  

Joyce Phillips 
40 Rosemary Court, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Verda Rider 
1400 Eastlawn, Midland, MI 48642 
 

Shirley Sevener 
4815 Russell St, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Dorothy Trask 
800 W Meadowbrook, Midland, MI 48640 
 

Nate & Joyce Poland 
2737 W Wilder Road, Midland, MI 48642 

 

 

 
REFRESH MARRIAGE RETREAT 

In God’s perfect design we would all have thriving, vibrant marriages, but 
all of our marriages are imperfect. “Refresh” is for any couple who wants 
to learn new ways to grow in their relationship. Simply by carving out time 
to focus on your marriage can make a big difference! In Refresh, we give 
you a chance to do this, to consider new ideas, to learn new skills, to 
share more deeply with each other, and listen to the stories of other 
couples. We use teaching time, solitude, couple's time, and group 
discussion. 

FACILITATOR: Trisha Taylor is a counselor, minister, author, consultant 
and speaker based in Houston, TX. She holds a Texas state license as a 
professional counselor and is a fellow in the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors. A graduate from Baylor University (Psychology, 
1985) and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (Counseling, 
1988), Trisha has been married to Craig since 1985. They have two 
adult children. 

Where: The Evergreen Resort, 7880 Mackinaw Trail, Cadillac, MI 
When: Oct 5 – Oct 7 [Fri @ 5:30pm – Sun @ 11:30am] 
Total cost: $350-ish ($190+tax - hotel / $150 - Refresh itself] 

 REGISTRATION FEE. includes Refresh conference fee, 1 dinner, 1 
lunch, and snacks. Please make checks, $150, payable to Midland 
Reformed Church 

 HOTEL. Participants must reserve own room at The Evergreen 
Resort. Please call (231) 775-9947 and use group rate ID #24519. 
Conf Rm Room is $95/night = $190(+tax) ttl and includes 2 
breakfasts. 

 SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE. Do not let finances keep you from 
attending! 

QUESTIONS? please contact Beth De Vries at (989) 627-8505 / 
devriestb@gmail.com or Janet Lane at (989) 948-6333 / 
janetlane121212@gmail.com 

REGISTRATION INFO NEEDED: 
NAME / ADDRESS / PHONE / EMAIL / FOOD ALLERGIES? (If yes, please specify) 

Please fill out this Registration information (along with check for $150) 
and mail to Midland Reformed Church, 1100 N. Saginaw Rd., Midland, MI 
48640 



MOMS IN PRAYER 
 

Moms in Prayer International is an interdenominational Christian prayer 
movement that impacts children and schools by gathering 
Mothers/Grandmothers to pray for them.   We would like to invite 
interested women to join any of the following local groups: 
  
Dow High School— Meets 1st and 3rd Friday Mornings (starting 
September 21) from 8:00-9:15am in the south lobby of Midland 
Evangelical Free Church at 7221 N Jefferson Ave. Jefferson Middle 
School Moms are also invited to come to learn more and pray for 
JMS.  Contact person is Doreen Keptner at dckeptner@gmail.com 
  
Midland High School/Northeast Middle School—Meets every other 
Monday morning (starting September 10) from 7:45-8:45am at Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic School at 3109 Swede Ave.   Contact person is Pam 
Garcia at psgarcia66@att.net 
  
College/University Age Group—Where local Moms gather and pray for 
their children and other area students who are attending college or are 
taking a gap time between high school and college. Meets the first 
Tuesday of the month at noon and 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm 
at Blessed Sacrament Catholic School at 3109 Swede Ave.  Contact 
person is Deb Plaver at mdplaver@gmail.com 
  
Young Adult Group—Mothers of adult children who are no longer in 
school meet to pray for their grown children who are in the career stage 
of their lives. The contact person for this group, which meets twice 
monthly on Mondays, is Louise Bergman at louise.c.bergman@gmail.com  
  
Moms in Prayer's mission is that every school in the world be covered in 
prayer. Our elementary schools are especially in need of praying 
groups. Finally, Moms in Prayer has resources for specialized groups (i.e. 
home school moms, special needs praying moms, church-based groups, 
military moms, and more). For more information, please contact Joan 
Grady at joangrady90@gmail.com or visit www.momsinprayer.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 
to all who celebrate in September! 

FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.  
If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV digital box  

Channel 191 on Wednesdays at 5:30PM and on Thursdays at 2:00PM. 
Church services in video format may also be viewed at  http://www.awincom.com/church-movies/ 

  

October's Newsletter deadline is September 23, at Noon. 

  
 

  

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
1 HODGES, Bob & Becky  

5 CLARK, Ed & Pat  

7 CARY, Ron & Carolyn  

15 JEZOWSKI, David & Pam  

20 HITCHCOCK, David & Jennifer  

24 BRUCE, Gerald & Kimberlee  

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

2 POPE, James & WALKER, Mike 
 

11 SEAMSTER, Leona & SPERRY, Mary Lou 

13 HODGES, Bob  

15 PANGBORN, Ruth  

17 SEAMSTER, Dick 

18 WALLACE, Roland  

19 SMITH, Kerry  

22 SPIKER, Betty  

25 FU, Pengfei  

27 WILLIAMS, Ceonni  

28 METZ, Kaily  

29 FU, Julia  



 

 
  


