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INTRODUCTION TO THE PASSOVER
The Feast of Passover, or Pesach, is also called the feast of freedom because it celebrates
the deliverance of the nation of Israel from slavery in Egypt. It also memorializes the
night when faithful Jews were passed over from death to life through the blood of a
lamb. As Christians we see this story as a foreshadowing of Jesus, the ultimate ‘lamb of
God who takes away the sins of the world’ (John 1:29).
The Book of Exodus recounts how the Lord sent Moses to Pharaoh to seek the freedom
of the Hebrew slaves. Pharaoh, of course, refused Moses’ appeal and this set the stage
for a showdown between the God of Israel and the ‘gods’ of Egypt. Each of the 10
plagues sent by God against the Egyptians was meant to show the supremacy of God’s
power over that of the other gods worshipped by the people of Egypt. The final plague
was the death of the firstborn. Only those families that sacrificed an unblemished male
lamb and smeared it’s blood on the door posts and the lintels of the house would see
deliverance from this terrible plague. The Bible recounts how the Angel of Death, when
he saw the blood on the door frame, would literally ‘pass over’ (pesach in Hebrew) the
house.
On the night of the original Passover, the Israelites shared a final meal together in Egypt.
The meat of the passover lamb was to be roasted and eaten with bitter herbs and
unleavened bread. The meal was to be eaten in haste, since the Jews were to be ready
to begin their exodus from Egypt as soon as the Angel of Death had visited Egypt. God
commanded that the Passover meal be celebrated annually as a constant reminder of
God’s deliverance from slavery.
The meal that has come to be
associated with Passover is called a
‘Seder’, which means order in Hebrew.
There is a strict order for every aspect
of the meal that has varied little in over
3,000 years. The Seder that is described
in Exodus and then later clarified in
the Talmud and the Mishnah is almost
identical to the meal as it is practiced in
modern Jewish homes to this day.
Jesus himself celebrated the Passover.
What we now refer to as the “Last
Supper” was a Passover meal. We can
understand more about Jesus’ teaching
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as we discover and celebrate the Passover ourselves. Many of the prayers and blessings
of this meal were known to Him. As we repeat tonight’s prayers, we will be saying some
of the exact same words that Jesus spoke 2,000 years ago.
There is also a tremendous amount of symbolism for Christians today contained within
the rituals of the Passover meal. The elements we use for communion every week are
taken directly from the Seder. By understanding the Passover and it’s history, we are able
to better understand our own faith.
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PREPARING FOR PASSOVER
 – זתעמאהץThe Search for Leaven
Chametz - that which is leavened
Before Passover begins, all leaven in the home is searched out and removed.
In the first month, you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the
fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. For seven days no yeast is to be
found in your houses.
Exodus 12:18-19a
This simple command has developed into a major and important ritual in preparing for
the Passover. In many homes the command has been expanded to include every speck
of baking powder or other leavening agents. The housewife, who does not want to be
guilty of disobeying this command, also removes all grain products that have the capability of becoming leavened.
The evening before the Seder, the master of the house searches by candlelight for any
crumbs that might remain after his wife has scrupulously cleaned the whole house.
A kindly spouse will leave a morsel or two of leaven in a highly visible place. Then her
husband will sweep it away with a feather into a wooden spoon and have maximum
satisfaction in carrying out God’s ordinance by actually finding apparently overlooked
chametz. If mother occasionally places the offending crumbs in an unusual spot, it is
amusing for the children to see dad hunting for chametz without immediate success
and to listen to his sounds of frustration, for during this performance of the mitzvah (the
God-given commandment) he is not permitted to speak.
All bread or leaven found is wrapped together and the following prayer is said:
All leaven or leavened bread in my possession that I have not seen, nor removed, nor
known about is annulled and is useless, like the dust of the earth.
Early the next morning, the leaven is burned. Utensils used daily are most rigorously
cleaned or they are set aside during Passover week. Many observant Jews keep a set of
utensils, crockery and cutlery reserved for Passover use only.
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On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice
the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and
make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of his disciples, telling
them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him.
Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room,
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room,
furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” The disciples left, went into the
city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
Mark 14:12-16
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THE SEDER PLATE
These are the items traditionally found on the Seder Plate:
‘ – אוZ’Roa - Lamb’s Shank Bone
This item reminds us of the special lamb brought to the temple in Jerusalem on
Passover as an offering to God; it represents the Passover lamb that was slain.
In Exodus we read:
Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man
is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household.

Exodus 12:3

Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put
it on the sides and tops of the door frames of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same
night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made
without yeast.
Exodus 12:6-8
This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet
and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’S Passover.
Exodus 12:11
It must be eaten inside one house; take none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any
of the bones.
Exodus 12:46

The lamb bone also reminds us of Jesus, who was called “the Lamb which takes
away the sin of the world.”
ּ – אסתיעBeitsa - The egg
The egg is usually referred to as the “chagigah” (festival offering). In ancient days,
on the Jewish festivals of Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles, the Jews would
bring an offering to the temple to be roasted in honor of the holiday. At Passover
this offering also supplemented the meat from the Passover lamb. The roasted egg
reminds us of that sacrifice which could no longer be made after the destruction of
the Temple in 70 AD.
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 – סאפראךKarpas - A green vegetable
A vegetable, such as parsley, reminds us that Passover occurs during the spring,
when new life brings a feeling of hope.
 – רוראםMaror - Bitter herb
Bitter herbs, such as horseradish, remind us of the bitterness of slavery in Egypt. It
seems fitting that this dish of maror should be tear producing!
 – תעסוראהץCharoset - “Mortar”
A mixture of nuts, apples and wine reminds us of clay, the mud from which Israel
made bricks for Pharoah.
 – האזתאםMatzah - Unleavened bread
The matzah in the unity (the pile of matzah) reminds us that the Jews left Egypt
before their bread could rise. The three matzot (plural) remind us that God is one,
yet three.

On the Seder table we will also find:
 – האדאגגאחHaggadah - The Telling
At your place setting you have a booklet called a Haggadah, which literally means
“the telling”. It is from the word used in Exodus 13:8:
On that day tell your son, I do this because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of
Egypt.

We also find the same thought in 1 Corinthians 11:26:
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.

While this meal is to be a sacred and reverent remembrance, it is also a festive
celebration. For both children and adults it is filled with seeing, hearing, smelling,
tasting and touching. So enjoy!
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 – ניטאתYayin - Wine
During the Seder meal we will drink four cups of wine (grape juice). They remind us
of four of God’s promises of freedom for the Jewish people.
 – הצאלעם–יעםMei-melach - Salt Water
The salt water reminds us of the sad and bitter tears shed by the Jews when they
were slaves. We will dip the karpas in the salt water.

Vegetable

Bitter Herbs

Mortar

Boiled Egg

Lamb
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ORDER OF SERVICE
1.

 תוריען–אח תאקאלדאחHadlaqat Ha-Neirot – Lighting the Festival Candles

2.

 הסיעדאךKadeish – Recital of Kiddush blessing and the first cup of wine

3.

 זתאהצרוUrchatz – The washing of the hands

4.

 סאפראךKarpas – Dipping of the karpas in salt water

5.

 זתאהצאתYachatz – Breaking the middle matzah

6.

 דיגגאםMaggid – Retelling the Passover story and the second cup of wine

7.

 האזתהצאRachtzah – Second washing of the hands

8.

 יזתוםMotzi,  וזתאםMatzo – Blessing before eating the matzah

9.

 רוראםMaror – Eating of the bitter herbs

10.

 הציערוךKoreich – Eating of a “sandwich” made of matzah and maror

11.

 הציערו נאהצלוהשShulchan oreich (lit. "set table") - The holiday meal

12.

 נופאזטTzafun – Eating of the afikomen or dessert

13.

ּ הציעראBareich – Blessing after the meal and the third cup of wine

14.

 לעללאהHallel – Singing songs of praise and the fourth cup of wine

15.

 האזתריןNirtzah – Ending
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 תוריען–אח תאקאלדאה- Hadlaqat Ha-Neirot
LIGHTING THE FESTIVAL CANDLES
According to tradition, the Israelites were redeemed from Egypt because of the pious
women of that generation, considered to be more righteous than the men. It is therefore
a woman’s privilege to kindle the Sabbath and festival lights in the home.
Select one of the ladies at your table to be the “Hostess”. Select one of the men at the
table to be the “Host”.
At sunset, to usher in the new day and to sanctify the Seder, the lady of the house lights
the candles and says a special blessing.

Hostess: Light the Candles
Everyone Say:
Blessed are You O LORD our God, King of the universe, Who gave
us His commandments and sanctified us by Jesus our Messiah,
the light of the world.
We kindle the lights of Passover for a remembrance of our
redemption from bondage.
Hostess may sit down.
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 הסיעדאך- Kadeish
BEING HOLY, SANCTIFICATION
We begin our Messianic Passover by praising God for this festival of freedom from sin in
Jesus and for this special time with family and friends. This prayer sets apart, or sanctifies,
the meal as a memorial to our redemption by God.
(PRAYER)
We have just celebrated Palm Sunday, the day when Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem to
these words inspired by Psalm 118:25-26:
“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of
Israel!”
John 12:13b
Jesus celebrated His last Passover with His disciples on Thursday evening in the upper
room. Exodus 12 tells us that the lamb for the meal had been chosen four days earlier, on
the day of His Triumphal Entry.

 הסודדיך סוך- Kos Kiddush
THE CUP OF SANCTIFICATION
(THE FIRST CUP)
Host: Fill cups with wine/juice.
With this first cup, we remember the first promise God made to the Jewish people.
I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.”
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(from Exodus 6:6-7)

The word sanctification means to separate or to set apart. The LORD set apart Israel as
His people.
It is Jesus who sanctifies us by grace through faith and separates us to live holy lives.
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said,
Take this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.
Luke 22:17-18

Everyone: Raise the first cup.

Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who
creates the fruit of the vine.
Everyone: Drink the first cup. (Make sure to drink the whole cup of juice!)
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 זתאהצרּו- Urchatz
WASHING THE HANDS
This is the first ceremonial washing that takes place during the Passover meal. Ancient
Jewish tradition required that hands must be washed before dipping food into any liquid. At this time, everyone at the table needs to ceremonially wash their hands in preparation to serve the meal by dipping their fingertips into the water and then drying them
with the towel.

Reader:
The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and all
who live in it. For He founded it upon the seas and established
it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who
may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure
heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is
false.
Psalm 24:1-4

Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has
washed us by your commandments, and who has told us to wash
our hands.

Host: Pass around the CLEAN bowls of water and the towel so
that everyone at your table may wash their hands.
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 סאפראך- Karpas
EATING OF GREENS
As we say a blessing and eat a green herb or vegetable (typically parsley), we remember
that it was springtime when the Passover, and Jesus’ sacrifice, took place.
We dip the greens in salt water to remind us of the tears of slavery. The Jews were slaves
in Egypt and we were all born slaves to sin.

Everyone: Take the sprig of parsley from the Seder plate and dip
it into the salt water TWICE.
Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who
creates the fruit of the earth.
Everyone: Eat the parsley dipped in salt water.
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 זתאהצאת- Yachatz
BREAKING THE MATZOH
The matzah, or unleavened bread, that is used in the Seder is traditionally kept in a linen
cloth. Tonight each person will need one set of matzah. To have a full set of Matzah, you
will need 3 relatively equal sized pieces.

Host: Distribute (3) Three relatively equal size pieces of Matzah
to every person at your table.
There is no agreement among Jews as to why there are three matzah. Some believe that
the three matzah represent the patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but believers in
Jesus know that it could easily represent the tri-unity of God: the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.
We take the middle matzah and break it in two. We then put the smaller piece back in
the pile between the other two pieces and wrap the larger piece in a separate napkin.
This larger piece is now called the afikomen, which means “dessert.” We will hide the
afikomen until after the meal. Later we will find the afikomen and everyone will be invited to eat their “dessert”.

Everyone: Break your middle matzah in two. Place one half of the
matzah (the smaller piece) back in the pile on your plate. Wrap
up the larger broken piece in a napkin and set it to the side.
All the children must now close their eyes while the afikomen is hidden. Once it is
hidden, they may open their eyes.

Host: Pour the second cup of wine/juice. (Do NOT drink it yet!)
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 דיגגאם- Maggid
WHY IS IT DIFFERENT?
This next section is developed from Exodus 12:25-27a:
When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this
ceremony. And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’
then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of
the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.

THE FOUR QUESTIONS
Child #1: Why is this night different from all other nights?
On all other nights we may eat either leavened bread or
matzah. Why on this night only matzah?
Child #2: On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables.
Why on this night do we eat a bitter herb?
Child #3: On all other nights we are not required to dip our
vegetables even once. Why on this night two times?
Child #4: On all other nights we sit straight in our chairs. Why
on this night do we lean to one side?

THE STORY
The leader now begins to reply to the four questions by telling the story of freedom from
bondage in Egypt. This Passover Seder is a special way to relive a time when the Jewish
people were slaves. With God’s help, they became free.
Jacob’s son, Joseph, had been sold into slavery in Egypt by his brothers, but God had
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blessed him. He became second only to Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt. With God’s help
Joseph was able to help all the Egyptian people avoid a famine. When Jacob discovered
that Joseph was alive in Egypt and that there was plenty of food there, he came with his
family from Canaan.
In those days, the Jewish people were called Hebrews, and they were a small group
when they arrived in Egypt. It was the best of times, and the Hebrews grew in number
and were happy. About 400 years passed.
Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in Egypt.

Exodus 1:8

He was afraid of the large number of Hebrews in his country. He was afraid that the
Jewish people would turn against him. The Pharaoh ordered that the Hebrew people
become slaves. They were forced to work day and night to make bricks and build cities. It
was a terrible time for the Jewish people!
They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar... (Exodus 1:14a) But the
Jewish people continued to multiply, so the king ordered that every newborn boy be
killed. But in faithfulness to His people, the LORD raised up a deliverer. His name was
Moses.
God spoke to Moses from the burning bush.
The LORD said,
“I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of
that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey...”
Exodus 3:7-8a
“But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels
him. So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I
will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.”
Exodus 3:19-20
The ten plagues that the LORD inflicted upon Egypt punished them for their harsh
treatment of His people and humiliated their “gods.”
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THE TEN PLAGUES
Everyone: Raise your second cup of wine/juice
Let us raise our full cups a second time. A full cup is a sign of joy and on this night we are
filled with joy in remembrance of God’s mighty deliverance. We must also remember the
great sacrifice at which redemption was purchased. Lives were sacrificed to bring the
Israelites out of the bondage of Egypt.
As we recite the name of each plague out loud, take a drop of wine from your cup with
your little finger and allow it to drip onto your plate, thus reducing the fullness of our
cup of joy this night.

Everyone Say:
BLOOD!
FROGS!
GNATS!
FLIES!
DISEASE!
BOILS!
HAIL!
LOCUST!
DARKNESS!
DEATH!
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Everyone: Set down your cup
Finally, the Pharaoh was convinced that the Hebrew people had to go and he allowed
them to leave Egypt. God brought out Israel, laden with silver and gold. After they left,
however, Pharaoh changed his mind.
The armies of Egypt were behind the Jews and the great Red Sea was in front of them.
The sea held them back, but with God’s help, the sea parted and the Jewish people
passed through on dry land. Pharaoh’s chariots and horses and all his army were trapped
and drowned in the sea.
A new and happy time began for the Jews. As they stood on the other side of the sea
they sang.

DAYENU
A traditional Passover is filled with music. One of the songs sung is entitled “Dayenu”
(pronounce die-a-nu). The word “Dayenu” literally means “It would have been enough”.
Together we will proclaim to the Lord that His gifts to us are more than enough,
acknowledging we are not worthy of all that He has given to us.

Reader 1: If He had brought us out from Egypt, and had not
carried out judgments against them
Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 2: If He had carried out judgments against them, and not
against their idols
Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 3: If He had destroyed their idols, and had not struck
down their first-born
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Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 4: If He had split the sea for us, and had not taken us
through it on dry land
Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 5: If He had supplied our needs in the desert for forty
years, and had not fed us the manna
Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 6: If He had fed us the manna, and had not given us the
Sabbath
Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 7: If He had given us the Sabbath, and had not given us
the Torah
Everyone: Dayenu
Reader 8: If He had given us the Torah, and had not brought us
into the land of Israel
Everyone: Dayenu
Everyone: It would have been enough!
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 תאפאהש סוך- Kos Shapat
THE CUP OF JUDGMENT
(THE SECOND CUP)
With this second cup we remember the second promise God made to the Jewish people:
“I will free you from being slaves to them.” (from Exodus 6:6-7) The LORD freed Israel
through His judgment on Egypt. And God freed us from darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of Jesus.
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom
of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Colossians 1:13-14

Everyone: Raise the second cup.
Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who
creates the fruit of the vine.
Everyone: Drink the second cup.
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 הצחר- Rachtzah
WASHING THE HANDS
This is the second ceremonial hand washing during the Passover meal. We all wash our
hands now in preparation for the eating of the Passover elements.

Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has
washed us by your commandments, and who has told us to wash
our hands.
Host: Pass around the CLEAN bowls of water and the towel so
that everyone at your table may wash their hands.
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 איצומ- Motzi,  הצמ- Matzo
BLESSING THE MATZAH AS FOOD
We understand the meaning of our Passover foods. Now we are ready to eat them. First
the matzah.

Everyone: Pick up the TOP piece of matzah from your pile. Break
it in half
Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who
brings forth bread from the earth.
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who has
sanctified us through Jesus and bid us to eat matzah.
Everyone: Eat ONE of the pieces of newly broken matzah.
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 רורמ- Maror
THE BITTER HERBS
The Maror is a bitter vegetable that is eaten during the meal. The bitterness of the
vegetable symbolizes the bitterness of slavery. Raw horseradish is typically used but
can present something of a health hazard because it is so bitter. Most Seder meals
have a mixture of horseradish and cream or a commercial horseradish spread which still
provides the bitterness necessary without the risk.

Everyone: Dip the second piece of matzah you just broke into
the bitter herbs.
Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who has
sanctified us through Jesus our Messiah and bid us to eat maror.
Everyone: Eat the maror and the matzah cracker.
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 ךרוכ- Koreich
BITTER HERBS AND SWEET CHAROSET
The charoset is a mixture of apples, nuts, wine and other ingredients that is
representative of the clay used to make bricks while in Egypt. During this part of the
Seder, a “sandwich” is made of the matzah, the maror and the sweet charoset. This helps
us to remember how the bitterness of slavery was “covered over” by the faithfulness and
the blessing of God. It also symbolizes the sweet release from the bitterness of slavery.
Even though we suffer, we can have joy because of who God is and how He is taking
care of us. We can also experience the sweet release from the bitterness of slavery to sin
through the blood of Jesus.

Everyone: Take the BOTTOM piece of matzah and break it into
two pieces. Make a “sandwich” of matzah, maror and charoset.
Everyone: Eat the koreich without saying a special blessing.
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 ךרוע ןחלוש- Shulchan Oreich
THE HOLIDAY MEAL
Now we share in a festive meal together!
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 ןופצ- Tzafun
THE SEARCH FOR THE AFIKOMEN
The piece of matzah that was set aside and wrapped up is the “dessert” of the meal. The
reason that the broken piece of matzah is wrapped up is to represent something that
has been hidden and then found. The dessert is supposed to be a reward after the meal.
This is reminiscent of the “reward” that Jesus purchased for us on the cross.

CHILDREN AGE 12 AND UNDER: Search for the afikomen and
bring it to the main table. The child who finds the afikomen
receives a “reward”.
Everyone: Unwrap the set aside portion of the matzah. Pick up
the afikomen and look at it.
It was during Jesus’ last Passover that He took the afikomen and gave it a greater
significance. Passover, the retelling of Israel’s liberation from bodily slavery, was
transformed into a remembrance of regeneration and redemption, whereby we could be
freed from the slavery of sin. There are four key symbols we find with the afikomen.
1) The afikomen is a lowly, unattractive dessert. It is not a food anyone would necessarily
be drawn to, either because of it’s appearance or it’s flavor.

Reader 1:
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of
dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was
despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar
with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not.
Isaiah 53:2-3
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2) The afikomen (as all the matzah is) was pierced and striped.

Reader 2:
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:4-6
3) The afikomen had, for centuries before Christ, represented the Passover Lamb that was
to be eaten at the end of the Passover meal.

READER 3:
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
Isaiah 53:7
4) The afikomen was broken, hidden away and brought back. In the same way, Jesus was
broken, buried and brought back to life.

READER 4:
By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can
speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the
living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.
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He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his
mouth.
Isaiah 53:8-9

The Apostle Paul writes:
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night
he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This
is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”
1 Corinthians 11:23-24
This bread that Jesus took and broke was the afikomen that we eat tonight.

Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who
brings forth bread from the earth.
Everyone: Eat the afikomen.
Nothing further is eaten at the Seder after this. The afikomen is our dessert. Its taste is to
remain in our mouths as long as possible to remind us of our freedom from sin in Jesus.
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 ךרב- Bareich
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL
As in Jewish custom, we thank God after the meal for the food we have eaten.

 – אלו‘ סוךKos G’ula
THE CUP OF REDEMPTION
(THE THIRD CUP)
Host: Fill the third cup.
With this third cup we remember the third promise God made to the Jewish people:
“I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.” (from
Exodus 6:6-7) This cup of redemption symbolized the blood of the Passover lamb. After
the meal was eaten and the taste of the afikomen was still fresh in everyone’s mouth, the
third cup was drank. It was to remind the Jews that through the sacrifice of a lamb, their
salvation was purchased. By the blood of a lamb, they were all redeemed.

Everyone: Raise the third cup.
Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.
Again, the Apostle Paul writes:
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me. For whenever you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
1 Corinthians 11:25-26
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Everyone: Drink the third cup.
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 ללהHallel
PRAISE
At this time songs or Psalms of praise were sung by all in celebration of all the God had
done to redeem and free His people.
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 הסודדיך סוך- Kos B’racha
THE CUP OF PRAISE
(THE FOURTH CUP)
Host: Fill the fourth cup.
With this fourth cup we remember the fourth promise God made to the Jewish people:
“I will take you as my own people.” (from Exodus 6:6-7) We also praise God that all of us,
Jew and Gentile, can become his people by faith in Jesus.

Everyone: Raise the fourth cup.
Everyone Say:
Blessed are you, O LORD our God, King of the universe, who
creates the fruit of the vine.
Everyone: Drink the fourth cup.
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 הצרינNirtzah
ENDING
The Passover meal traditionally ends with a blessing and with everyone saying “Next year
in Jerusalem!”
(PRAYER)

Everyone Say:
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward
you and give you peace. Next year in Jerusalem!
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Thank you so much for sharing this Passover Meal with us. Please feel
free to take this booklet home with you as a reminder of this night
and may God bless you as you continue to prepare your heart for
Resurrection Sunday!
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