Revelation 21:1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more.

Murder in the Cathedral
Since golden October declined into somber November
And the apples were gathered and stored, and the land
became brown sharp points of death in a waste of
water and mud,
The New Year waits, breathes, waits, whispers in darkness.
While the laborer kicks off a muddy boot and stretches
his hand to the fire,
The New Year waits, destiny waits for the coming.
~T.S. Eliot

Even So Come | Advent Reflections on the First and Future Coming of Jesus

p. 2

INT RO DUCTION

We are fast approaching the season of Advent.
Historically, Advent is a time for looking back to the first
coming of Jesus and straining forward to consider the
time when Jesus will come again to judge the living and
the dead.
Typically at Faith, we have focused more on the first
coming of Jesus, and in many ways this is wise. After all,
Jesus’ first coming is the bedrock of our hope and the
wellspring of our joy. It sustains us as we patiently wait
for our coming king because the first appearing of Jesus
was a divine intervention that signaled the dawning of
a new day. This is why Mary’s first-born son was given
the name Immanuel. God with us. God declaring his
invasion into this present darkness.
But the enemy forces will not give up their territory
without a fight. As much as we long for Satan to set
down his weapons of darkness, deceit, hatred and
death, he will wield them forcibly until Jesus casts him
at last into the lake of fire. So, we live on the frontier of
a coming kingdom. We are citizens of two worlds: this
present evil age and the age to come.
It is challenging to live straddled between two worlds. It
is not for the faint of heart. Often, we feel the tension of
being pulled in two different directions, and sometimes
the darkness of this age and the seeming distance of

the age to come can lead us to despair. All too often,
we can find ourselves thinking, “This must be all that
there is. The world really is chaotic, and death really
speaks the final word.”
But the summons of the gospel is to live with hope while
simultaneously being fully present in a world that is
passing away. To be present in this world means we
face and name the darkness, despair and death that
surrounds us.
Last May, I went to the Holocaust museum in Jerusalem
and I overhead a mom saying to her teenage son, “Just
get through this. Then we can go to lunch.” That is not
being present in this world. That is looking for a way to
shelter ourselves. To be present in this world is to face
the darkness. It is to sit with death and deception. To
name it. To say to the atrocities in our world and in our
heart and yes, even in our church, “I see you, and I know
what you are trying to pull.”
The gospel summons us to do this work with hope.
Hope that Jesus is coming. Hope that when he
comes, justice will roll down like mighty waters and
righteousness will flow like an everlasting stream.
Hope that relationships will one day be restored, and
harmony will finally tell the human story. Hope that
Jesus will turn the hearts of fathers back to their children
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INT RO DU CTION CONT.

and the hearts of children back to their fathers. Hope
that Jesus himself will overcome the wicked and bring
healing in his wings.
This hope is not found in wishful thinking about the
ability of the human race to bring peace to the world.
Instead, this hope is found by straining forward to
consider the future coming of Jesus who inaugurates a
new human race that is fully conformed to his image.
More than anything else, this Advent, I want our church
to experience hope. So each Sunday of Advent we
are going to strain into the future by considering what
happens when Jesus returns.
My prayer is that reflecting on Jesus’ second coming
will strengthen our church to continue to stand strong
at the juncture of two worlds: the old world of sin,
separation, darkness and death; and the world to come
where the sun shines out the brighter to announce
God’s risen and victorious king.
This Advent devotional has been written to enhance
this season of reflection. Each Sunday you will find a
passage of scripture followed by a reflection that lays
out something true that happens when Jesus returns.
The following days of the week you will find passages

and reflections that consider why this specific part of
Jesus’ coming causes hope to rise in our souls.
As we go through this season, remember: God’s
promises never fail and the Promised One never
disappoints. Jesus is coming. So keep waiting for him.
Keep trusting that the darkness one day will lift. One
day the resounding conclusion will come. One day we
will eat and drink with our risen and conquering King!
As always, I am thankful for our church. I could not
imagine a better community to wait for Jesus with,
and I am so thankful for the trust you have given me to
be one of your pastors. I consider it a joy to guide our
community with the gifts Jesus has given me.
Finally, I would like to dedicate this Advent devotional
to my good friend, David Young, who not only helped
write and edit this devotional, but who taught me
through his own suffering to stand in the dark places
while straining forward with expectation and hope.
Merry Christmas, Faith! May this season be one of
unconquerable hope!
Every Blessing,
Pastor Charlie
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WEEK ONE
A T IME TO WAIT
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Sunday, December 1
A Time to Wait
Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy
and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the
wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go
rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy,
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
MATTHEW 25:1-13

Advent is a time when we remember Jesus’ first
coming. It is a familiar story to many of us. It is a
true story for all of us. But it isn’t the end of the
story for any of us because Jesus hasn’t come
back. So, we live longing for a breakthrough from
heaven. For Jesus to finish what he started. For
our king to give us the kingdom he has promised.
Simply put, we are people in waiting.

virgins fall asleep.

Jesus’ parable about the ten virgins reveals
this reality. The parable begins with a sense
of excitement about what is just around the
corner. The bridegroom is coming. Everyone
is supercharged with eagerness. But then the
waiting sets in. The bridegroom doesn’t come
when expected. The night presses in and the

Having enough oil is a metaphor for remaining
confident in God’s promises throughout all
seasons of life. It is living with faith while we walk
through the valley of death. And faith is the
assurance of things hoped for and the conviction
of things not yet seen1. In other words, having
enough oil is going through life all the way to our

This helps us to see that continual alertness is not
what Jesus requires. No one can stay at a fever
pitch of waiting forever. All of us get tired. So what
does Jesus require? The wise virgins knew that the
wait might last, so they brought enough oil for the
long haul.

1 Hebrews 11:1
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final breath still whispering to our soul, “Jesus is
Lord. Jesus is coming. This, too, he will someday
set right.”
Jesus’ first coming reminds us that we are not
alone in our waiting because, on that first
Christmas, there were many who waited for God
to keep his promises to them. Then one day it

happened. A Savior was born, and their faith
became sight.
During this first week of Advent, I want us to
journey with a few of these men and women who
waited well for Jesus to come, so that we learn
how to wait with enough oil until Jesus returns or
takes us home.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Do you ever get frustrated with God’s timing? What would it look like for you to take a step towards a faith that
lasts through all the different seasons of your life?

Monday, December 2
Waiting with Friends
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town
in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why
is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold,
when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what
was spoken to her from the Lord.”
LUKE 1:39–45

Today we are going to journey with Mary as she
waits for Jesus to be born. I find it interesting
that shortly after Mary learns that she will be the
mother of the promised Messiah, she heads out
for a three-month visit with her cousin Elizabeth.

There is very little detail given to these three
months of waiting. Perhaps the two women
prayed together as they worked around the
house. Maybe Elizabeth’s many years of life
provided the wisdom and comfort Mary needed.
Possibly they took walks in the morning to ponder
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God’s promises. We really don’t know what they
did, but we do know that what they did, they did
together.
I think there is a message in this for us. As we
wait for Jesus’ second coming, we need to be with
other people. Yes, our relationship with God is
important, but it isn’t good for us to wait alone.
The night is too long and the burden too heavy
to carry. We need to hear friendly voices tell us of
our blessedness. We need to be reminded that
when we enter the room, joy fills someone’s heart.
We need encouragers to inspire, mentors to give
wisdom, and friends to ponder promises that seem
too strange to be true.

like to invite you to do three simple things today.
First, make a commitment to be with people
during this season. Like Mary, go with haste into
the hill country of friendship. Choose vulnerability
over hiding. Embrace life in community. This
Advent, know and be known by others.
Second, thank God for the friends who wait with
you. These people are a good gift from the God
who loves you.
Finally, in your own way, thank the people who are
waiting with you. Like Elizabeth does to Mary, tell
the people in your life that their presence fills you
with joy.

In light of our need to wait with other people, I’d

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Who are the people with whom you are waiting for Jesus to return? List them by name and thank God for each of them.

Tuesday, December 3
Waiting While Doing
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty,
according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the
temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were
praying outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of
the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was
troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.”
LUKE 1:8–14
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Today and tomorrow we are going to journey
with Zechariah as he waits for God to answer his
prayers. I think the greatest fear we carry when it
comes to prayer is not being heard. After all, not
being heard can communicate that our concerns
don’t matter and, subsequently, that we don’t
matter.
This is where Zechariah finds himself as he goes
to the temple to work his job. He had asked God
to give him a child, and for years it seemed that
God was not listening. I wonder if Zechariah ever
felt forgotten by God. If he did, this must have
been troubling for a man whose name literally
means “My God Remembers.”
Imagine Zechariah’s joy when he heard Gabriel’s
message: Your prayer has been heard (Luke 1:13).
This declaration is filled with hope. It reveals that
during the long years of asking, God had been
listening. And now God was giving his answer.
A son was coming that would bring joy and
gladness to many.
As we wait for Jesus’ second coming, this
account of God’s attentiveness to Zechariah is an
encouragement. It reveals that God isn’t distant.
He isn’t unconcerned or uninvolved. I read a few
months back about a girl from Manhattan, a
senior in a private high school, who arrived home
on Friday afternoon to find an empty apartment,
a hundred-dollar bill, and a note from her mother

saying, “Away for a long weekend. Be good.”
This isn’t what God is like. He doesn’t leave us
some money on the counter and a reminder to be
good. He is near. He is listening. And although
his timing often isn’t what we’d like, he always
answers in a way that brings gladness and joy.
It’s interesting to notice that when God finally
sends Gabriel to share the good news that
Elizabeth will conceive a baby, Zechariah is
right where he should be. The angel doesn’t find
Zechariah at the bar drowning his sorrow. Nor is
Zechariah at his neighbor’s house complaining
about God’s untimely timing. Instead, Gabriel
finds Zechariah at the temple working his job.
In other words, Zechariah didn’t check out. He
continued on with his life. He took the next best
step forward.
All this helps us to see that life doesn’t stop
while we wait. We don’t get to set down our
responsibilities until we get what we want. We
don’t get to sit down on the journey until an angel
comes. Instead, we must continue to live each
day doing what God has set in front of us. And
one day, as we are busy doing the next best thing,
God will meet us.
So this Advent, go about your ordinary life,
knowing that your prayers have been heard. God
has been listening and his answer is coming.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What are the simple daily tasks that God has given you to do while you wait for Jesus to return?
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Wednesday, December 4
Waiting in Silence
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man,
and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel.
I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you
this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day
that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were
wondering at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he was unable to
speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he
kept making signs to them and remained mute. And when his time of service was
ended, he went to his home.
LUKE 1:18–23

Today we are going to journey with Zechariah as
he waits in silence for his son to be born. Typically,
we read Zechariah’s season of silence as God’s
discipline for his doubt, and to be sure, some of
the silence was discipline. But what if something
more was going on?
After all, Zechariah was just doing what people do
when they receive a miraculous word from God.
He was seeking confirmation. Gideon did this by
laying out a fleece. Abraham did this when he
wondered how God would keep his promises to
him. David did this repeatedly in the Psalms. Even
Mary did this when Gabriel came to her. So why
does Zechariah get singled out with a season of
silence?
I don’t think it’s going too far to wonder if the
silence was something more than discipline.
Perhaps it was also a gracious gift and a
surprising invitation.

Consider for a moment that in taking away
Zechariah’s voice, God gave him time to wait
quietly with the good news that the Messiah was
coming. So, for nine months, Zechariah got to
ponder God’s promises to him. Essentially, God
carved out space for quiet and contemplation
because Zechariah could not keep pushing on
with life as usual. He would have to slow down. He
would have to be more still and silent than he had
been for years, maybe than he had been for his
entire life.
And in the stillness and silence, the seed of hope
that God had planted would be given space to
grow. God’s word wouldn’t have to compete with
all of Zechariah’s words. So maybe, just maybe,
part of Zechariah’s silence was to give him a
gracious retreat to dwell more deeply on God’s
word to him.
In our world of countless words and activity, we
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are rarely, if ever, taught the value of silence and
solitude. Even when we go on a retreat, we expect
an agenda of speakers and activities that fill
the day. Most of us can’t imagine a day of total
silence, let alone nine months.
Carving out space for silence and solitude is an
important practice as we wait for Jesus to return
because it invites God to speak into our lives and

it gives God’s word space to expand in our souls.
Silence and solitude allow us to perceive and
receive what God is doing and saying as we wait
for Jesus to come again.
So in light of Zechariah’s nine months of silence,
I’d like to encourage you to find some time today
to sit still and reflect on God’s word given to you.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Slowly reflect on Psalm 46. What stands out to you? What keeps you from being still?
Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives
way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble at its swelling.
Selah
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the
midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms
totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah
Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought desolations on the earth. He makes wars cease to the
end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. “Be still, and know
that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Selah
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Thursday, December 5
Waiting with Wise Men

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you
have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
MATTHEW 2:1–8

Today we are going to learn how to wait for the
second coming of Jesus from the wise men. What
I find interesting about the wise men is that their
waiting was pretty active. They took steps forward
in a journey of faith until they saw Jesus face to
face.
I also find it interesting that their activity was
based on incomplete information. They didn’t
have the whole picture. They didn’t have a precise
location on a map. As a matter of fact, all they
had was a star and a rumor that a king had been
born. But still they moved forward. They packed
their bags and went looking for the newborn king.
They allowed the rumor and the star to lead them
forward. And it did lead them. It led them away

from silken girls bringing sherbet to camel men
cursing and grumbling. It led them away from
what was known into the unknown. It led them
away from their own kingdom into the kingdom of
heaven. Simply put, it led them to Jesus.
The Jewish scribes, on the other hand, could
explain exactly where Jesus was to be born.
They had studied the Scriptures, and they knew
Bethlehem was marked on the map. But they were
unmoved.
I think the wise men provide a model for us to
follow as we wait for Jesus’ second coming. You
see, in many ways we are like them. We, too, live
looking for God’s great king. And as we wait
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for Jesus’ second coming, we must live on the
promises he has given: I go to prepare a place for
you. I will return for you. Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. I am the
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning
star. Surely, I am coming soon!
It’s no good knowing these things and making no
movement. It’s no good memorizing these words

but not allowing them to make a difference in
our daily lives. If this happens, we are not like the
wise men; we are like the scribes who had more
information but were not motivated to move.
So during this season of Advent, follow the
example of the wise men. Don’t worry about
what you don’t know. Don’t wait till you get more
details. Act on what God has revealed.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Is there some step of faith that God is inviting you to take during this season of Advent? What is it? And what
do you need to do to follow?

Friday, December 6
Waiting with Perseverance
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in
the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy
to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord,
now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for
my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.”
LUKE 2:22-32
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Imagine for a moment that you knew something
was going to happen in your lifetime.

Groundhog Day where every day feels the same
with no end in sight.

An event.

For Simeon, this was his reality. He was an old
man who was told that he would not see death
until he saw Jesus. Day after day, Simeon came
to the temple. Day after day, he chose to believe.
Day after day, he didn’t give up. Imagine how
many days he had come to the temple and left
without seeing the promise fulfilled.

An event that will be so impactful that it will
change the course of human history. The world as
you know it will hinge on this event. But this event
isn’t anything major such as an election or war or
even aliens invading. This event is kind of a secret;
in fact, it is so secret you’re not even sure what to
expect. You’ll just know it when you see it.
Now imagine that you can’t die until this mystery
event occurs. You have no idea how long it will be.
It could be today, tomorrow, 10 years from now
or longer. You have no other option but to wait
patiently as your body wastes away. Your bones
grow brittle, and getting out of bed each day
becomes more and more painful. After a while,
your friends start to die. Eventually, you feel as
if you are living out the popular Bill Murray film
1

Did doubt creep in? How about discouragement
or depression or even despair? Simeon showed
great patience and perseverance. He came - day
after day - until he saw Jesus.
Imagine the joy, the peace and the relief that he
must have felt when that day finally arrived. When
he breathed his last breath, it was nothing but
peace. Simeon went out with his head held high,
knowing he had done his job well. 1

Written by David Young

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
How hard are you searching for God this Advent season? Are you looking for him with the patience and
diligence that Simeon did day after day?
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Saturday, December 7
Waiting by Reflecting
Saturday is a day to rest and reflect. So today, look back at the passages you read and the
reflections you wrote this past week. Is there a theme about Jesus’ second coming that really
sticks out to you? Is there something special God has been saying to you? Is there an area in
your life that God is trying to renew or restore? In the space below, name what God is doing
in your life during this Advent season. What is bringing you hope? How is God encouraging
you? Close by writing a short prayer praising him for his good work.

What God is doing in me during this season of Advent:

The truth from this past week that causes hope to rise in my soul:

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK TWO
A T IM E O F CELEBR ATION
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Sunday, December 8
A Time of Celebration
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in
heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our
God, for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood
of his servants.” Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes
up forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures
fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen.
Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you
his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” Then I heard what seemed to
be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound
of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the
Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted
her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the
righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me,
“These are the true words of God.”
REVELATION 19:1-9

In Revelation 19:1-9 we see that when Jesus
returns there is a great celebration. All of the
saints from all generations gather together to
worship Jesus for who he is and what he has done.
This grand celebration includes moments of
joy-filled worship from a triumphant church that
culminates with the marriage supper of the Lamb,
where there is eating and drinking and perhaps
even a little dancing.
Imagine for a moment what this great day will
be like. Imagine gathering together with saints
past, present and future. Imagine the diversity
in the room. Imagine the sense of reunion as
co-laborers with Christ embrace and celebrate
the fruit of their labor. Imagine the reconciliation

that takes place as Christians, who didn’t see
eye to eye in this life, walk into the wedding feast
finally realizing that they were rejoicing in the
same salvation all along. Imagine the joy as
our unlovable traits fade away, and everything
unhappy is undone. Imagine the celebration as
the risen bridegroom welcomes his radiant bride
into his happiness forever.
Jesus’ second coming will be a day of great joy,
so during this week of Advent we are going
to learn how to intentionally create moments
of celebration. It is important that we do this
because each moment of celebration is a
rehearsal for the great day when we eat and drink
with Jesus.
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A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What makes you most excited about Jesus’ second coming?

Monday, December 9
Make Room for Joy
In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in
Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to
me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”
LUKE 1:39–44

Today we are going to learn from Elizabeth and
John how to create moments of celebration.
Personally, I love this section of the Christmas
story. When these people get the slightest hint
that God is about to keep his promises, they break
into joyful celebration.
John kicks off the party by jumping with joy in
his mother’s womb the minute he gets an inkling
of Jesus’ coming. Next, Elizabeth joins in the
celebration by boldly declaring God’s blessings on
Mary and the child in Mary’s womb. Then, Mary
jumps into the “Jesus Is About to Come” party by
bursting into her own song of praise. Finally, there
is the shy member of the party: the Holy Spirit.
He’s the one who initiates this joy-filled party by
animating the whole thing.

In this unrestrained outburst of joy, I think God
is saying something of great importance to us:
Make room for joy.
Why? Well, in the Bible we are told that Jesus
is coming back soon, but soon doesn’t seem to
be happening very quickly. From God’s eternal
perspective, the end of all things is near. But from
our perspective, the end of all things is taking a
rather long time. And while we wait, there is still so
much that is wrong with our world. The curse of sin
hasn’t been lifted. Pain and heartache still present
themselves.
The lingering darkness in our world can often
leave us feeling like there isn’t anything to
celebrate. This is why celebration is serious
business. Intentional moments of joy are like tiny
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slits in the darkness that allow us to peer into the
future coming kingdom. They are foretastes of an
approaching party. They are rehearsals for the
moment when we will celebrate with Jesus.
I think Elizabeth’s loud shouts of blessing and
John’s joyful jumps are an invitation from God to
punctuate our waiting with moments of joyful
celebrating. So this Advent, make sure you make
room for joy. If you know Jesus, you have the most
powerful reason in the world to do this: Jesus is

coming back for you. One day the weariness will
be over. One day the curse will be lifted.
So for a moment, consider this reality. Right now,
all over the world people are stringing lights,
playing special music, baking cookies, making
memories, buying gifts and preparing lavish
feasts. They are interrupting their long waiting
with a little celebrating. Make sure you join them.
It will be good for you, and it is what God invites
you to.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What can you do today to intentionally create space for celebration this Advent?

Tuesday, December 10
Mary’s Song of Thanksgiving
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from
now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is his name. And his mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from
their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the hungry with
good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and
to his offspring forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months and
returned to her home.
LUKE 1:46–56
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Today we are going to learn how we can celebrate
Jesus’ second coming by watching Mary’s
celebration of thanksgiving.
As Mary considered Jesus’ first coming, she broke
into a thanksgiving song: My soul magniﬁes the
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant.
The word magnify can be used in two different
ways. It can describe the act of making something
small appear to be larger than it is, as in the way
a microscope works. Or it can describe the act of
making something that seems small appear more
as it really is, as in the way a telescope works.
We can never make God bigger than he is. We
can never fully capture his infinite wisdom. His
thoughts will always be higher and his plans will
always be greater than our own.

When Mary magnifies the Lord, she is not
inflating the truth, padding the stat sheet, or
manipulating people with a good thanksgiving
song to think that God is more gracious than he is.
Instead, she is scratching the surface. She is giving
us a thimble of the ocean of God’s goodness and
grace. But like the Hubble Telescope, the images
she captures are breathtaking. They leave us
wondering, “What must this God be like who
looked on Mary’s humble estate? How great is the
greatness of her God?”
Part of the annual celebration of Advent is an
invitation to magnify God for what he has done
by thanking him for his presence and provision
in your life this past year. So today as an act of
intentional celebration, think of the great things
God has done for you and thank him for his
goodness and grace.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What has God done in your life this past year? How has he looked on you and remembered you? Write down a
prayer of thanksgiving as a moment of celebration.

Wednesday, December 11
Zechariah’s Song of Praise
And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should be
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saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy
promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath that he
swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being delivered from the hand
of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before
him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation
to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our
God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until
the day of his public appearance to Israel.
LUKE 1:67–80

Today we are going to learn how to celebrate this
Advent from Zechariah’s song of praise. In our
passage for today we see that after an extended
season of silence, Zechariah could finally speak.
For him, there was no better way to break the
long months of silence than by praising God. So
Zechariah filled his lungs with air and ended the
silence: Blessed be the Lord God…for he has
visited and redeemed his people!
Zechariah’s song of praise is the song that all
creation sings. The wind murmurs it in the trees.
The snow whispers it as it falls from the sky. The
planets dance to it as they rotate the sun. All of
God’s creation sings a chorus of praise: Blessed
be the Lord! He loves us! He made us! He is
good!
The invitation that God makes to you as you wait
for Jesus’ second coming is to put your own words
to this song of praise. Perhaps this Advent, you

feel that you have forgotten how to sing a song
of praise. Maybe like Zechariah, you have been in
a season of silence. The good news of Advent is
that Jesus came to give us back our song.
So today celebrate with a song of praise. Like
Zechariah, find words to declare God’s greatness.
Even if all you can find are a few small words,
capture the reality that God has redeemed you.
He has brought you out of silence. He has put a
song of praise in your mouth!
Don’t ever be nervous about praising God. Don’t
ever feel childish about shouting for joy. It is what
you were made for. So today, break the silence.
Shout with joy to the Lord! Worship the Lord with
gladness. Come before him, singing with joy.
Acknowledge that the Lord is God! He made us,
and we are his. We are his people, the sheep of
his pasture (Psalm 100:1–3).
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A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Spend a few moments pondering God’s goodness. Think about his love. Now write down a short prayer of praise
celebrating your God.

Thursday, December 12
The Prodigal’s Party
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’
And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, the younger
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything,
a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into
his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs
ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish
here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father,
I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came
to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe,
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the
fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.”
LUKE 15:11-24

These days we celebrate pretty much anything
and everything. Every day is some national
holiday such as hug a puppy day or talk like a
pirate day. On Tuesday we celebrate tacos, and
every weekend we celebrate football. There’s

usually a lot of food, drink and festivities to
commemorate any given fabricated celebration.
While there is nothing wrong with these
festivities, they ring a bit hollow compared to
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today’s passage of love, pain, loss and eventual
recompense. The celebration here involves fine
clothing, jewelry and the choicest food for a feast.
Most importantly, it brings a son, lost, perhaps
thought dead, to his father’s arms where every sin
is forgotten.

nearly lost someone they love, due to an accident,
disease, war or some other malady, knows this
feeling all too well. It is the sense that you have a
new lease on life. One second the world is dark,
and the next, light is radiating from the person
you thought was gone.

Sometimes the greatest celebrations stem from
the greatest suffering. This party did not come
without pain. Pain on both sides. The son had to
squander his savings and find himself eyeing pig
slop before coming home. While we only see the
side of the prodigal son during this trial, when he
does return home, the father isn’t going about
his daily life. He has not forgotten the son nor
forsaken him. No, he sees the son from a distance,
implying he was waiting and watching for him,
and goes running to him.

This may not seem like a typical passage to reflect
on during this season, but it actually makes a lot
of sense. Jesus’ second coming means one day we
will stand before him as the prodigal son stood
before his father. For many of us, the thought of
standing before Jesus fills us with dread.

I’m sure that was the best tasting calf either the
son or father would have ever had. The son was
starving, and the father never knew if he was
going to see his son again. Anyone who has
1

We feel like a goner. After all, we know what we’ve
done. The world is dark. And so, like the prodigal
son, we rehearse our I’m sorry speech. But Jesus
doesn’t meet us with condemnation. If we have
trusted him, he welcomes us into a great party.
The greatest party.1

Written by David Young

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Celebrate this Advent season in eager expectation of Jesus’ second coming by reflecting on the parable of the
prodigal son. Take a moment today to reflect on Jesus’ grace as an act of celebration.
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Friday, December 13
More Room at the Table
He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give
a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the
just.” When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he
said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” But
he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the
time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited,
‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began to make excuses.
The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please
have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to
examine them. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife,
and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported these things to
his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant,
‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and
crippled and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded
has been done, and still there is room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go
out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house
may be filled.’”
LUKE 14:12-23

Today we are going to prepare to celebrate Jesus’
second coming by remembering that Jesus is an
expansive Savior. His arms are open to all kinds
of people. At the wedding feast of the Lamb
there will be people from every tribe, nation,
background, and race. There will be prodigals
and prostitutes. Saints and sinners. People we like
and people we are convinced won’t be there.
Honestly, this makes me a bit uncomfortable.
Often, I am thrilled that people who struggle like
I do get an invitation to Jesus’ great party. But

Jesus sets a bigger table. His arms are open to all
people. All people are invited to place their faith
in him, and when they do, he pulls up a seat for
them.
A faith that honors Jesus’ second coming is a
‘wide-angled’ faith. It is a faith that embraces
all those whom Jesus in his grace has embraced.
Such faith refuses to make sameness a default
for friendship. It seeks out everyone whom Jesus
himself has sought and it says, “There is room at
the table for you.”
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A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
It may seem like a small thing. But today as an act of celebration, thank God for the massive diversity in the
church. Thank Jesus for being an expansive Savior. Thank Jesus for having arms that are open wide. Thank
Jesus for loving people who are like you and for loving people who aren’t like you. Thank him for your friends
and your enemies. Thank him for the poor, the crippled, the blind and lame. Thank him for your rivals. Thank
him for the people at Faith that you don’t like. In short, thank Jesus for being a God who sets many seats at his
table and who quickly pulls up chairs for the newcomers. And maybe, just maybe as an act of Advent faith,
make a plan to reach out to someone during this season who isn’t like you and include them at your table.

Saturday, December 14
Celebrating by Reflecting
Saturday is a day to rest and reflect. So today, look back at the passages you read and the reflections
you wrote this past week. Is there a theme about Jesus’ second coming that really sticks out to you? Is
there something special God has been saying to you? Is there an area in your life that God is trying to
renew or restore? In the space below, name what God is doing in your life during this Advent season.
What is bringing you hope? How is God encouraging you? Close by writing a short prayer praising
him for his good work.
What God is doing in me during this season of Advent:

The truth from this past week that causes hope to rise in my soul:

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK THREE
A T IME O F JUDGMENT
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Sunday, December 15
A Time of Judgment
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead,
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged
by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea
gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were
in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had
done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
REVELATION 20:11-15

This week we come to the Advent theme of
judgment. This theme of Jesus’ second coming
makes many of us uneasy. Often, we struggle to
embrace the reality that Jesus is a God of both
love and justice. So, it has become wildly popular
to skip over the Biblical passages that highlight
Jesus’ coming judgment upon the unrighteous
who continue in unbelief. A lot of people today
think that the themes of judgment, wrath and
hell are Old Testament ideas, while the New
Testament only puts forward a message of grace
and love.

opposition to him.2 We can debate whether these
passages capture literal pictures of judgment or
if they offer us metaphors. What we can’t debate
is this: The coming of Jesus will be a time of final
judgment.

Yet Jesus spoke often about hell, judgment and
God’s wrath.1 Additionally, we are told that
when Jesus returns he wears a robe dipped in
blood, and he puts to death those who stand in

Think how we feel when we see someone we love
ravaged by unwise actions or relationships. Do
we respond with benign tolerance as we might
toward strangers? Far from it….Anger isn’t the
opposite of love. Hate is, and the ﬁnal form of hate is

1
2

When it comes to Jesus’ final judgment, the real
theological problem that many of us face is that
we have lost sight of the fact that judgment isn’t
a lack of love. Rather, judgment is an overflow of
love. Becky Pippert puts it well in her book Hope
Has Its Reasons:

See Matthew 10:15, 23:29-33, Luke 16:24-31 and John 3:36
See Revelation 19:11-21
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indifference….God’s wrath is not a cranky explosion,
but his settled opposition to the cancer…which is
eating out the insides of the human race he loves.3

Whether we like it or not, Jesus’ second coming
will be a time of judgment, so during this week of
3

Advent we are going to reflect on how judgment
can create hope in our hearts. The big idea for
this week is that Jesus’ coming judgment is good
because it flows from a wise, loving God who
always acts consistent to his character.

Hope Has Its Reasons by Becky Pippert

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Spend some time today creating a list of ideas about why Jesus’ final judgment is good.

Monday, December 16
Justice for Bethlehem’s Boys
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became
furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all
that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he
had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no
more.”
MATTHEW 2:16–18

If we are unable to live with the thought of God’s
judgment because we don’t want it messing
with our pleasant pictures of a loving God, then
what we need to do is reflect on what Herod did
to the boys in Bethlehem whose only crime was
being born around the same time as Jesus. If we
are reluctant to embrace a God who confronts
sin with justice and wrath, ponder saying to
the moms in Bethlehem, “Herod will never be
held accountable. God will let him off the hook.

There will never be justice for your boys who were
ruthlessly run through with a Roman sword.”
When we summon these images to mind, we
are brought face to face with a sobering reality:
We don’t really want a world without the wrath
of God. We actually long for judgment. A world
where everything is tolerated and no one is held
accountable isn’t heaven. It is hell.
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So what causes hope to rise in our souls?
Remembering and embracing the reality that
one day Jesus will set things right. One day the
world will be purged of its unrighteousness. One
day the wicked will be held accountable. One

day the Lord Jesus will punish iniquity. No one will
get away with anything. Even the secret deeds
of darkness will be consumed by the coming King.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Can you think of examples of injustice, large-scale or small-scale? What might God be calling you to do this
Advent to bring justice to these situations?

Tuesday, December 17
Christmas and the Wrath of God
God put [Jesus] forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins.
ROMANS 3:25

As you spend this week considering the coming
judgment of Jesus, keep in mind that Christmas
declares that God is willing to meet the demands
of his justice through a substitute, for Jesus came
the first time not to punish sinners but to die in
their place.
God’s law calls us to love God with all our heart,
soul and mind, but we have loved other things
more. This is the essence of sin – dishonoring God
by loving other things more than him. Since we
all do this, the Bible rightly says that we have all
1
2

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.1
At times we are tempted to think that our sin
isn’t serious, but it is. John Piper captures the
seriousness of sin in these words, “Sin is not small
because it is not against a small Sovereign. The
seriousness of an insult rises with the dignity of
the one insulted. The Creator of the universe is
infinitely worthy of respect and admiration and
loyalty. Therefore, failure to love him is not trivial –
it is treason. It defames God and destroys human
happiness.” 2

Romans 3:23
The Passion of Jesus Christ by John Piper
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Since sin is serious and God is just, he can’t sweep
sin under the rug; instead he must deal with it. So
in the Bible we are told it is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God, the wages of our
sin is death, and at one time we were all objects
of God’s wrath. 3 These words are not idle threats
flowing from a cranky God. Instead they are words
that flow from a just God who cannot pass over
sin. Eventually, God has to do something about
the human heart, which lives in rebellion to him.
Eventually, God has to confront the kingdom of
Satan and death that threatens to undo his good
creation. Being who he is, God cannot allow evil
to exist forever.
And yet in a remarkable turn of events, God was
not content to simply pour out his wrath on us;
instead he wanted to reveal his love. So God sent
Jesus, the second member of the Holy Trinity, into
3

our world to absorb God’s wrath and to bear
sin’s punishment for all who trust him. Paul says it
well in Galatians 3:13, Christ redeemed us from the
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us. In other
words, God wants to save us from judgment, but
he will not save us without judgment. So the first
time Jesus came, he came to be our substitute. He
came to die in our place and for our sins. He came
to absorb the wrath of God.
If God were not just, there would be no Christmas
because there would be no demand for Jesus to
die. Additionally, if God were not loving, there
would be no Christmas because there would be no
willingness for God himself to meet the demands
of justice. But Christmas declares that God is just
and loving. He is willing to meet the demands of
his justice, for Jesus was born to die.

Hebrews 10:31, Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:3

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
When did Jesus save you from God’s wrath? Share your story with your friends and family today.
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Wednesday, December 18
The Refiner’s Fire
Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the
covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and
they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord.
MALACHI 3:1-3

In preparation for this Advent season I read
Advent: The Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ
by Fleming Rutledge. To say that Rutledge’s book
was impactful is a massive understatement. It has
shifted something in my soul. It has taught me a
new approach to this season of lights and carols
and presents around a tree. Her approach is one
of delayed gratification because that is what
most mirrors our daily lives as we wait for Jesus’
second coming.
Today I want to introduce you to the author who
is reshaping my approach to Advent. So here is
Fleming Rutledge’s advent reflection on Malachi
3:1-3.
If you’re alert, you saw that in Malachi 3:1-3 the
‘BUT’ plays an important role. To those who think the
coming of the Messiah will be a picnic, the prophet
says absolutely not, because we are not worthy
to stand before him when he appears. But we will
undergo the reﬁner’s ﬁre, and we will emerge as new
people, remade in his image and ﬁt for his eternal
1

company. We will enter into the wedding feast with
him to rejoice forever.
Only a very great and mighty judge is able to do what
is promised us in Jesus Christ. He has promised us
that he will do away with Sin and Death forever. The
face of the frightening all-powerful judge of humanity
is turned against everything that reduces us, that
imprisons us, that distorts us, that annihilates us. It
is our redeemed self that Jesus loves and promises to
make whole in us, but not without judgment upon all
that is crippling and destructive.
I wonder if you, like me, have grown weary of
patterns in your own life. As I have grown older, I
have recognized that there are certain impulses and
tendencies in my personality that I have worked very
hard to overcome, but they are still there, causing
me - and others - no end of trouble. I am looking
forward to passing through the reﬁner’s ﬁre. I am so
joyful to know that those traits will be judged and
gone forever. I hope that’s true for you too. We rejoice
to know that it is the Lord himself who will come to be
our Judge. 1

Advent by Fleming Rutledge
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A M OM E N T TO REFLEC T
Today, think about passing through the refiner’s fire. Think about the reality that for those who know Jesus, his
final act of judgment will be a final act of liberation. What impulses and hurtful tendencies do you struggle to
overcome? How do you feel when you consider that those things will be judged and gone forever on the day that
Jesus returns?

Thursday, December 19
Hell
And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison
and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth,
Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the
sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and
consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake
of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.
REVELATION 20:7-10

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools,
and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal
man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up
in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among
themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
ROMANS 1:20-25
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It wouldn’t be honest to spend a week reflecting
on the coming judgment of Jesus without
considering the reality of hell. So today we turn
to consider the most sobering reality of Jesus as
judge.
As we reflect on hell, I do not want to get hung
up on whether the Biblical passages are literal or
figurative. I want us to focus on the reality that
hell is real. It is talked about often in the Bible.
Jesus himself mentioned hell more than anyone
else in the Bible, and whenever it is mentioned,
hell is never a place or domain or state of mind
that anyone wants to visit. Hell is separation from
God. It is the sphere where wickedness continues
to grow. It is a place where there is no hope,
beauty, peace or joy. Above all, there is no love in
hell.
The people in hell are miserable and suffering.
In hell, humility is stripped away and pride runs
rampant. Think for a moment about the worst
things about life: pain, self-absorption, bitterness,
anger, grumbling, deception, blaming, lust,
1

greed. Now imagine that those things are allowed
to grow unchecked and unhindered in your heart
for eternity. That is hell.
When we think about hell, it is important to
remember that the people who experience it are
there because they want to be there. In other
words, all Jesus does in the end is give people
what they most want, including freedom from
himself. This is the point of Romans 1:24-25. In
this passage we don’t see Jesus handing over to
sin people who are crying out, “I am sorry. I was
wrong. I want to love you.” No. The people Jesus
hands over to sin exchange truth for a lie. In other
words, they choose hell.
C.S. Lewis put it well with these words: There are
only two kinds of people - those who say, ‘Thy will
be done’ to God or those to whom God in the end
says, ‘Thy will be done.’ All that are in hell choose it.
Without that self-choice it wouldn’t be hell. No soul
that seriously and constantly desires joy will ever miss
it.1

The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Is there any truth about God that you are suppressing for a lie? If so, cast that lie into the pit of hell and live in
light of God’s truth.

Even So Come | Advent Reflections on the First and Future Coming of Jesus

p. 33

Friday, December 20
Repentance
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Now John wore a garment
of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
MATTHEW 3:1-8

Sometimes the only way to get to something good
is to go through something hard. In fact, that’s
pretty much life. You have to go through it to get
to the good part.
Some people would be just fine glossing over
today’s passage, and in fact many do. Forgiveness
is easier to accept than having to repent. However,
in order to get to forgiveness, we must first repent.
We have to take a long look at ourselves and our
sin and confess it to God.
Today is a chance to reflect on our personal sin
and to personally repent. This is so important
because when it comes to the wrath and judgment
of God, we often don’t mind God being wrathful
against somebody other than us.
After all, it’s always easier to judge than be
judged. The difficult thing, the thing that we don’t
like, is when judgment draws close to us - to our
1

friends - to our political group - to our church - to
our sin of choice. We all have sinned and fallen
short, but more often than not we are quick to
point out the speck in our neighbor’s eye while
ignoring the plank in our own eye.
John may have eaten honey, but his message
was anything but sweet to the Pharisees and
Sadducees.
We don’t like it when God steps on our toes and
says we are wrong. This is why we need to always
listen to John the Baptist. When he says you brood
of vipers, he’s referring to us! Being called a family
of venomous snakes is not to be taken lightly. To
repent, you must first take the time to identify sin.
This can be difficult, uncomfortable and at times
scary but always worth it. So, what do we do?
We repent and we bear good fruit in keeping with
repentance. 1

Written by David Young
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A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Today take the time to look inward and ask God to expose those blind spots where sin is living in your life. Then
take a moment to repent of those sins. The fruit you bear this holiday season, as a result, will be worth it.

Saturday, December 21
Reflecting on Judgment
Saturday is a day to rest and reflect. So today, look back at the passages you read and the reflections
you wrote this past week. Is there a theme about Jesus’ second coming that really sticks out to you? Is
there something special God has been saying to you? Is there an area in your life that God is trying to
renew or restore? In the space below, name what God is doing in your life during this Advent season.
What is bringing you hope? How is God encouraging you? Close by writing a short prayer praising
him for his good work.
What God is doing in me during this season of Advent:

The truth from this past week that causes hope to rise in my soul:

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK FOUR
A T IME O F R ENEWAL

Even So Come | Advent Reflections on the First and Future Coming of Jesus

p. 36

Sunday, December 22
A Time of Renewal
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be
his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.”
REVELATION 21:1-5

Almost every Christmas I take my daughter to The
Nutcracker at the Fort Collins Lincoln Center. One
reason I do this is to connect with her during the
Advent season, but the other reason is to catch a
glimpse of the great renewal that is coming for us
when Jesus returns.

the ballet where evil surges. The Rat King and
his menacing minions threaten to destroy Clara
and her innocence forever. But then Clara’s
Nutcracker magically comes to life and defeats
evil decisively and finally. After this moment,
Clara and her Nutcracker begin a magical
journey together into an enchanted kingdom.
They are unafraid as they journey because the
danger is over and in the past. They are in awe as
they look at the new world around them because
everything is magical - snowflakes dance and
trees sparkle with life. Finally, Clara and her
Nutcracker are at perfect peace because they are
being led, protected and served by the radiant
Sugar Plum Fairy, who draws near to bless them.

If you are familiar with The Nutcracker, you may
know what I am talking about. There is a part in

It isn’t an accident that The Nutcracker has found
enduring popularity during the Advent season.

The great promise held out in Jesus’ second
coming is that Jesus returns to make all things
new. He comes to reverse sickness and death.
He comes to defeat evil and banish darkness.
He comes to usher in a new creation that sorrow
cannot enter. He comes to wipe away tears and
end loneliness, for God himself will be with us as
our God.
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It is more than a ballet to take children to during
the cold days of December. It is a peek behind the
curtain. It is a chance to glimpse the great renewal
that Jesus will one day bring.
We long for glimpses of this great renewal
because our world isn’t what it should be. War,
neglect, abuse, poverty, sin and greed are all part
of our story. But one day the magic will happen.
One day Jesus will come, and we will walk
together with him into his enchanted kingdom of
1

goodness, beauty and life.
This week of Advent we are going to reflect on
the great renewal Jesus brings when he comes
again. The idea for this week is that Jesus’ renewal
of all things is really going to happen. Unlike The
Nutcracker, the story of Jesus isn’t a fairy tale. One
day everything wrong will be put right. One day
everything sad will become untrue. Jesus himself
said, “Behold, I am making all things new….Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”1

Revelation 21:5

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What impact does it have in your soul when you remember that Jesus really will come to make all things new?

Monday, December 23
Naming What Jesus Will Renew
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the
division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name
was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in
all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child, because
Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.
LUKE 1:5–7

Today we are going to learn from Elizabeth the
importance of naming the things in our lives that
Jesus will one day renew.
Elizabeth had a lot going for her. She had a
deep and growing faith in God. Elizabeth was

descended from the prominent line of Aaron. Her
husband was respected and well employed. She
had a roof over her head and food on her table.
But Elizabeth had a persistent problem. Elizabeth
was barren.
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This nagging detail of her story took Luke only
one sentence to record, but it captures decades
of disappointment and pain. Elizabeth was
advanced in years. No doubt she had spent many
nights with her husband trying to bring life into a
barren womb. She had cried tears of desperation.
She had whispered prayers of faith, and she had
wondered why her God wasn’t answering.
Elizabeth’s pain birthed a deep longing for
renewal. She ached for a day when her emptiness
would be filled with life and her sorrow would be
overshadowed with the laughter of a child.
Elizabeth’s pain is not unique to infertility. Her
pain is central to the human story because all
of us experience barrenness. Every season of
suffering is a form of barrenness. Barrenness is
present every time a problem is left unsolved or a
faith-filled prayer goes unanswered. Illness, job
loss, chronic pain, a broken family, unwanted
singleness, a wayward child, the death of a friend,

mental health problems and addictions are all
forms of barrenness.
The miracles that surround Jesus’ first and second
coming all point to the truth that God will take
away our barrenness. He will renew what is
broken. He will fill what is empty. He will bring
to life what has died. We know this isn’t wishful
thinking because 2000 years ago he took a
hopeless tomb and filled it with a risen Savior.
The renewal of all things is good news to the
barren. This news is what causes a weary world
to rejoice. But here is what I want you to consider
today: you won’t feel the fullness of that joy until
you take the time to name the things in your life
that are painful, barren and broken. So today is
an invitation to reflect on the things in your life
that Jesus will renew when he comes again.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What feels barren and empty to you this Advent? What seems wrong with your world? Are there problems in
your life that you are waiting for God to solve?
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Tuesday, December 24
You Can Trust God to Renew
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. And her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her,
and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the
child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, but his mother
answered, “No; he shall be called John.” And they said to her, “None of your
relatives is called by this name.” And they made signs to his father, inquiring what
he wanted him to be called. And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His
name is John.” And they all wondered. And immediately his mouth was opened
and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.
LUKE 1:57–64

As you wait for Jesus to renew all things,
remember God always delivers on his word. There
isn’t a single promise that will fall through the
cracks.
This is key to remember because God has made
some great promises to his people. He has
promised to renew all things. He has promised
to end suffering, sin, sickness and death. He has
promised to restore what sin has broken and to
undo Satan’s impact on God’s good creation.
I think, if we are honest, we must admit that
sometimes we wonder if God will really keep all
these great promises. They seem too good to
happen to a world with so much that is broken.
How can promises so bright survive when
surrounded by such darkness?

1

The birth of John the Baptist is a constant
reminder to me that God always keeps his
promises. Even when I doubt, he delivers. Even
when I change, Jesus remains the same. His
faithfulness sits at the center of all existence. I’m
reminded of this truth every time I read: Now the
time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son.1
As you read that verse, you may be tempted to
think, “So what? When the time comes, barring
complications, most pregnant women give birth.”
But remember, Elizabeth’s baby boy started out
as an impossible promise from God. Zechariah
and Elizabeth were old. Their bodies were beyond
bringing life into the world. And yet God gave
them a promise that could not be broken. Your wife

Luke 1:57
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Elizabeth will bear you a son.2
As Elizabeth pushed out her baby boy, God
pushed into the world another reminder of
his faithfulness. He can be trusted. He always
delivers. He keeps his promises - even when they
seem too good or too impossible to be true.

good or too impossible to be true. So today,
reflect on the joy and confidence that Zechariah
and Elizabeth felt at the birth of their son and rest
knowing God will fulfill his word to you. He will
keep all of his great promises. One day your time
will come, and God will deliver. One day Jesus will
return, and he will renew all things.

Jesus’ great renewal of all things can seem too
2

Luke 1:13

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
This Advent there are only two things that you really need: God’s promises and your faith in God to deliver on
his promises. As an act of faith, take time today to list some of God’s great promises to you.

Wednesday, December 25
The Renewal of a Manger
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went
up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were
there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.
LUKE 2:1–7
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A manger is not a place for a newborn baby. A
manger is a feeding bowl for animals. It is smelly
and unclean - filled with a mixture of livestock
feed, sweat and saliva. Yet a manger is where God
spent his first night on our planet.
Now keep in mind that God could have spent his
first night anywhere he wanted. He could have
stayed in the safety of a well-furnished inn. He
could have slept as a newborn prince in a great
palace. He could have found something more
comfortable, safe and sanitary.
Yet what did God choose for his first night with us?
He chose a manger.
So the question has to be asked: What is God
doing in a manger?
The answer is breathtaking: He is identifying with
us.
In Hebrews 2:17 we are told that Jesus had to be
made like us in every respect. So Jesus had to
experience the harsh realities of this life. And it
seems that from Jesus’ first night God is intent on

facing all the harshness this world has to offer.
Jesus set aside the riches of heaven to be born on
a dirt floor in the presence of a wearied mom and
a bewildered dad. Then he was placed, not in a
comfortable crib with a warm blanket, but in a
rough, cold, germ-filled manger.
The manger helps us to see that life on this sinstained planet isn’t comfortable or safe. It is cold,
harsh and, at times, dangerous. Life needs to be
renewed, and Jesus came to renew it.
Yes, there are days when we don’t face disease,
sickness and death. Yes, there are good moments
when we soar above selfishness and sin. But still
there are moments when tragedy hits, and we are
reminded that life is more like a manger than a
comfortable crib.
So how do we keep our heads when faced with
the harsh realities of this life? We remember that
Jesus came to renew all things. And how do we
know that this is true? Because he set aside the
riches of heaven to identify with us. He stooped
down to the lowest of the lows and was placed in
a manger.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What does it mean to you that God came in the form of a baby and spent his first night in a manger? What does
the manger communicate about God’s desire to renew all things?

Even So Come | Advent Reflections on the First and Future Coming of Jesus

p. 42

Thursday, December 26
Something New
Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way
in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
ISAIAH 43:18-19

This week of Advent is for remembering that one
day Jesus will make all things new. This is a good
word for those of us who keep going over and
over the same old hurts and fights and sins and
failures. Or to put it another way, this is a good
word for all of us.

Conversely, we may look back on the former
things and see all the negatives. We may
see the past through the lens of shame and
condemnation - wishing we had not said what we
said or done what we did or remembering how
badly we were treated.

God’s message to us as we wait for the great
renewal of all things comes in two simple parts
and ends with one simple question.

Regardless of how we see the past, God’s word
to us is to look to the future with hope. Behold
I am doing a new thing. This second part of
God’s message is the hinge on which Christian
hope turns. The reason we can move away from
our past and strain into our future with hope is
that God is powerfully displacing the past with
something new, healing and life-giving.

The first part is this: Remember not the former
things, nor consider the things of old.
Think how much time and energy we give to
remembering the former things. We tend to do
this in two ways, neither of which are particularly
helpful. We may remember the former things as the
good old days, back when things were right with
the world, back when our bodies were healthy and
our relationships were close and our life was good.
The problem with this, of course, is that we likely
remember things being much better than they really
were. We whitewash the past with a strong dose of
nostalgia and sentimentality.

So here is God’s closing question: Do you not
perceive it? In other words, do you see what God is
up to? Do you notice the newness God is bringing
into your world? Can you see how God is working
all things for good for you? Do you see that God
is doing something new?
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A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
What parts of your past is God inviting you to stop remembering and rehashing? Conversely, what new thing
has God done in your life? What new thing is he working on right now?

Friday, December 27
The Physical Redemption of All Things
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. For I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because
of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the
pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption
as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
ROMANS 8:16-25

Sometimes it’s easy to forget that this is temporary
- this world, this life, pain, suffering, sorrow; it is all
momentary. Like a mist. Here one day and gone
the next.
That’s hard to keep in the front of our minds when
the things we are experiencing are so visceral right
now. The hunger in a starving person’s stomach is
ravishing today. The broken leg on an injured man
limits his ability to walk right now. That mountain
of debt prohibits what a person can buy this week.

And because all these things are real right now,
it’s easy to get lost in them and think this is all
there is. There are a million things that can keep
us up at night, and they are all real reasons with
real impacts on our lives right now, but Advent is
for remembering that one day Jesus will make all
things new. Today we want to focus on the reality
that all creation waits for the physical redemption
of this world.
This physical redemption is literal. This means
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that one day Jesus will return and restore his
creation, which includes earth — the very earth
you are sitting on as you are reading this. That
also includes us. All those scars, emotional and
physical, were never part of the original plan, and
God will redeem those as well. In essence, all that
brokenness that entered the picture with the fall
and sin will cease to exist.

there is something beyond that pain we face.
A hope in a gift we have already received. A
kingdom that we are citizens of. A physical and
spiritual renewal. A Savior from our pain.
If we can look through our pain today to the day
when Christ will return and set all wrongs right
and restore this world with his presence, it may
not erase the hurt, but it will make it all worth it.1

That’s easy to say, but what does that mean for
our pain today? It gives us hope. A hope that
1

Written by David Young

A M OM E N T TO REFLEC T
What in this world distracts you from the bigger picture at hand? How can you remember this week that there is
more to this life than what you see right now? Try to remind yourself of the hope we have in God’s new creation,
and the fact that one day everything will be made new.
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Saturday, December 28
Reflecting on Renewal
Saturday is a day to rest and reflect. So today, look back at the passages you read and the reflections
you wrote this past week. Is there a theme about Jesus’ second coming that really sticks out to you? Is
there something special God has been saying to you? Is there an area in your life that God is trying to
renew or restore? In the space below, name what God is doing in your life during this Advent season.
What is bringing you hope? How is God encouraging you? Close by writing a short prayer praising him
for his good work.

What God is doing in me during this season of Advent:

The truth from this past week that causes hope to rise in my soul:

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK FIVE
A T IME OF PEACE
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Sunday, December 29
A Time of Peace
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the
city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
forever and ever.
REVELATION 22:1-5

Peace is more than the ending of hostility and
anger. Peace is life as it was meant to be lived.
Peace is harmony between brothers. Peace is
restored relationships with the One who made us.
Peace is unity in the midst of diversity and calm in
the presence of clutter.
Jesus’ second coming will be a time of great
peace. There will be peace between nations,
siblings, neighbors and friends.
The great prophet Isaiah said this about the
peace that Jesus will one day bring: For to us a
child is born, to us a son is given….and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
his government and of peace there will be no end.1
During his first advent, Jesus gave us glimpses
of the endless peace he will one day bring. He
1

calmed turbulent storms. He brought healing to
the sick. He restored fractured relationships and
he forgave guilty sinners.
Jesus’ first coming also started the process of
bringing endless peace to this world. Most
specifically, his first coming established a final
peace between sinful rebels and their Holy God.
But there is still more peace to come.
The second advent of Jesus will signal the final
fulfillment of Isaiah’s great prophecy. On that
day there will be no end to peace. The lion will lie
down with the lamb. Swords will be turned into
plowshares. Spears will be fashioned into pruning
hooks. Nations will no longer lift up swords
against other nations, and we will forget the art
of war.
We long for this great day because the human

Isaiah 9:6-7
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story is filled with war, friction, chaos and unrest.
Jesus’ second coming will reverse this trend
so that our story becomes one of harmony,
wholeness and rest.
The good news for us as we wait for Jesus’ second
coming is that his kingdom is both coming and
present. In other words, Jesus’ reign of peace is
not reserved for somewhere out there. It begins

here and now for those of us who follow him.
The coming Prince of Peace brings us present
peace with God, and this present peace with
God creates a rippling effect in our lives. Our
present peace with God spills out into our present
circumstances and relationships to bring a bit of
Jesus’ coming kingdom into our present world.

A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
The holiday season can be one that reminds you that the world is not yet at peace. Sadly, family get-togethers can
often be times of tension. Sometimes the people we long to live in peace with are the ones who shatter peace and
create conflict. Think back over this past year. Write down the names of the people who caused conflict and unrest
in your heart. Maybe it’s a family member or a co-worker or a friend. Spend some time with Jesus, the Prince of
Peace, asking for his direction in those relationships for the coming year. Ask Jesus what he would have you do to
be an ambassador of his coming peace to those people. Ask Jesus to empower you to be a person of peace in the
coming year.

Monday, December 30
The Healing of the Nations
He shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide disputes for strong
nations far away; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war anymore.
MICAH 4:3

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the
city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,

Even So Come | Advent Reflections on the First and Future Coming of Jesus

p. 49

yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.
REVELATION 22:1 - 3

Yesterday was a day to reflect on the goodness
and the need for personal peace. Today is a
moment to reflect on the goodness and the need
for global peace.

acknowledge that the world is not as it should be,
but one day God will set things right. He will dry
every tear and end all death (Rev. 21:4) and we
will live in peace as intended.

Turn on the news any given evening, and it’s easy
to see how far our world has fallen. The depths
are evident in the conflicts, wars and human rights
violations that occur daily around the globe.
Perhaps even more alarming is how accustomed
to it we are.

Imagine a tree of life with fruit for every month of
the year and leaves that have the power to heal all
the nations. Imagine what such leaves would look
like. Are they big or small? Do they even resemble
the leaves we think of?

We watch news of terrorists bombing innocent
civilians in churches, school shooters walking
into our children’s schools and dictators gassing
villages full of innocent people. In fact, all of these
tragedies can occur in one news cycle today, and
we turn off the TV and continue with our dinners
as if it is to be expected.
When we get to the point where we expect the
worst, where we say, “Well, that’s just the way the
world is now,” and move on, we have forgotten the
need for God’s global peace.

When God ushers in his Kingdom, there will be
nothing bad — no pain, suffering, hunger or
death. Our sole focus will be worshiping at the
throne of God. This image from Revelation is
hard to imagine because we have no preexisting
concept of such a world. We have known nothing
but a world filled with suffering and war.
The best part is that we can partner with Jesus to
bring a bit of his coming kingdom into the present.
We can pray for peace, we can act in ways that
bring peace, and we can live in peace knowing
that God will one day bring lasting peace to our
world. 1

It’s good to take a moment this season to
1 	

Written by David Young
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A M O M E N T TO REFLEC T
Knowing that God intended us to live in peace, consider what you can do personally this coming year to bring
global peace. It doesn’t have to be anything major; it could simply be being nice to someone who is mean to you
and remembering that Jesus is the only one who will bring true peace to this world.

Tuesday, December 31
Jesus is Coming
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus!
REVELATION 22:20

The season of Advent is just about over and if
Jesus doesn’t come back today, tomorrow we will
wake up in 2020 AD.

these 31 days. There’s a hope that swells in my
soul because, more than at any other time in the
year, I remember the once and future coming of
Jesus.

Wow!
Can you believe that?
Tomorrow marks two thousand twenty years since
Jesus’ first coming.
No doubt, in a few short days our lives will return
to their pre-Advent pace. The ornaments will
come down and our mangers will be put away.
Our friends and family will migrate back to where
they came from, and our responsibilities will find
us waking up before the rising sun again.
I don’t know about you, but for me it is sad to see
December end. There’s a peace that settles into

The result of remembering these two realities is
that my heart aligns more fully with heaven. I love
what I was created to love. I long for what I was
created to long for. I behold the one who holds
me. And in the loving and longing and beholding,
God draws near. In other words, each December
is a small Advent – a tiny coming of Jesus into my
world.
Yes, I realize that Jesus is always with me. But
there is something special that happens when I
remember the once and future coming of Jesus.
It helps me see that even though we have waited
a very long time, Jesus’ coming is just around the
corner. One day God will break the silence. One

Even So Come | Advent Reflections on the First and Future Coming of Jesus

p. 51

day Jesus will come.
When he does, it will happen as it did so many
years ago. It will happen when we least expect it:
when we are moving through our everyday lives,
packing up the decorations, putting our kids to
bed, driving to work. Majesty in the midst of the
mundane.
We get glimpses of his coming here and there –
in our hearts, in our families, in our moments of
reading the Bible, in a prisoner who gets set free
after DNA evidence proved he was innocent, in a
father whose heart is drawn back to his children.
But I think we get the greatest glimpse of Jesus’
future coming from the people who experienced
his first coming. And through them, we learn what
to do as we wait for him to come again.1
So what have we learned to do as we wait for our
coming King? We open ourselves to the possibility
of God doing the miraculous in and around us.
We listen to the witness and wisdom of those who
1

have gone before us. We trust in the faithfulness
of God. We name the things in our lives that need
to be renewed. We visit one another with glad
tidings. We bend our knee in worship. We sing
joyful songs with those rejoicing. We keep silent
vigils with those in mourning. We keep showing
up in community. We keep making space for
vulnerability.
But mainly we wait well for Jesus by remembering
the message of Advent: God’s promises never fail
and the Promised One never disappoints! Jesus is
coming!
So if Jesus doesn’t come today and you wake up
tomorrow in a new year, go through this new year
remembering that message. Go through this new
year trusting that one day the darkness around
you will lift. One day the resounding conclusion
will come. One day you will eat and drink with
your risen and conquering King!

I think this is one reason why the early church was wise when it developed the plan to have a yearly season called Advent to
simultaneously remember the first and future coming of Jesus.
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