U nwr ap ping the
Ge n e rosity of G od

God is generous. He gives life and laughter.
Redemption and rest. Peace and purpose. Conviction
and coffee. Sunsets, snow, and so much more.
God’s generosity is limited only by himself, which means
his generosity is eternally expansive. It touches all of
life. The universe rolls on, not because it is so great,
but because one great God can’t stop giving. In many
ways, God is like Niagara Falls, pouring down torrents
of blessings that overwhelm and satisfy those who stop
to notice.
Sadly, we can overlook the generosity of God.
Sometimes this happens because we are going through
a difficult season. Problems and pain can mask the God
who is graciously sustaining life and generously working
all things for our good.
I think for many of us 2020 has been a year where
our collective problems have kept us from seeing and
celebrating God’s generosity. Personally, I know that
has been part of my story this year. I have noticed a
seed of ingratitude taking root in my soul.
I am certain I am not alone in my stumble towards
thanklessness, so during this Christmas season I want
to lead us on a journey to recover the deeply biblical
truth that God is a giver and we have 10,000 reasons
to praise him.

To aid us in our journey, our Christmas sermon series
and devotional will focus on the generosity of God. The
sermon series will look specifically at God’s generosity
displayed in the Christmas story, and in the devotional,
you will find various gifts that God graciously gives.
My hope as I assembled this devotional was to give you
a helpful tool to rediscover God’s generosity to you. My
deep desire this Christmas is that every person at Faith
is filled with gratitude and praise. God has given so
much, and more than anything, I want Faith to see our
giving God and be glad.
Honestly, God has not hidden his generosity from us.
It is clearly displayed in Jesus. In Jesus, heaven came to
earth. In Jesus, the Giver became the Gift. In Jesus, God
took on flesh and dwelt among us.
Why did Jesus dwell among us? To live the life of
righteousness we could not live and to die the death
we deserve to die. Why did Jesus live and die for us?
So that God could lavish his blessings upon us. Do you
see what this means? Christmas happened because of
God’s generosity.
So during this month, savor the words you read. Carve
out time to craft prayers of thanksgiving. Sit long in this
season of remembrance and anticipation, then let your
soul rise to sing a joyful song of praise.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Charlie

Matthew 13:44
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

Jesus is a great treasure. He is fully God and fully man. He is the
high King of Heaven and yet he set aside his glory to walk this
earth. He created our flesh and then wrapped himself in flesh to
be with us. Jesus is a great treasure that God continually offers.
As a baby, Jesus was helpless. He cried when he was tired and
nursed at his mother’s breast when he was hungry. As a young
boy, he learned the stories of God’s faithfulness, and empowered
by the Holy Spirit, he slowly saw his place at the center of it. As
a man, Jesus built benches, submitted to his Father, washed
feet, proclaimed good news, calmed storms, healed sickness,
encouraged the broken, battled Satan, broke bread, and poured

wine so that we could remember. So in this month of December
we remember.
We remember that both the manger and the cross held his body.
One held his body in birth; the other in death. We remember the
events Mary pondered in her heart and the sword that pierced it.
We remember the angels that sang at his birth and the crowds
that called for his death. We remember the horror of the cross
and the wonder of an empty tomb. We remember these things,
and in remembering, we discover what we knew the first time we
met him: Jesus is a great treasure.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of Jesus?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by
grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

God is kind. We catch a glimpse of God’s kindness in Matthew
9:36 where Jesus saw a huge crowd of people who were hurting
and helpless. Matthew tells us that Jesus had compassion on
the people because they were like sheep without a shepherd.
Matthew doesn’t tell us exactly how Jesus expressed compassion
in that moment, but I imagine he reached out to meet their
needs.
Another glimpse of God’s kindness is found in John 8 where
a sinful woman is brought to Jesus. According to the Mosaic
law, the woman deserves punishment, but Jesus meets her with
compassion. He speaks words of grace, silences those who

were accusing her and empowers her to turn from her life of sin.
Clearly, the kindness of Jesus leads her to repentance.
By the way, kindness is how Jesus interacts with you. He knows
everything there is to know about you and yet he doesn’t hold
back kindness.
So in this Christmas season, here are some questions to
consider: How do you see Jesus being kind to you? How are you
being kind to yourself and others? Are there any ways that you
are currently being unkind to yourself or others?

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s kindness?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Hebrews 13:8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Change is woven into the fabric of life. We grow up and our
bodies grow old. We transition. We move on. We try to stay in
touch with friends, but friends shift. We try to linger in the good
seasons of life when we are healthy only to find that life is like
the windings of a great river – it constantly bends to make room
for new scenery. Sometimes the changes are beautiful and
welcomed. Other times they are painful and unwanted.

Instead Jesus is solid, reliable and unchanging. As such, you can
cling to Jesus and find real hope in him when life shifts and you
are headed for another change. After all, the same face Mary
saw on that first Christmas is the same one you will behold when
you see him face to face.

In all the changing of life, God offers us a great gift. He is
constant - the same yesterday, today and forever. His love is
not topsy-turvy. His promises are not about to give way to
something new. His character isn’t bent by public opinion.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s unchanging
nature?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Luke 5:31-32
And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”

A question to consider at Christmas is this: Why did Jesus leave
his home in heaven to walk this earth? The answer is somewhat
shocking: Jesus came to befriend sinners.
You see, the simple truth of Christmas is that we are sinners. We
struggle to follow God. We clamor for hurtful things. We are
selfish and inconsistent. We do, think and say foolish things.
Although this sounds discouraging, it is actually encouraging
because being a sinner does not disqualify us from friendship
with Jesus. Instead, being a sinner is a prerequisite.

Additionally, Jesus not only befriends sinners; he radically
changes them. Here are a few examples. Selfish Zacchaeus
became generous, timid Peter became courageous, anxious
Martha learned to sit at Jesus’ feet, harsh John became a man of
love and legalistic Paul became a preacher of grace.
Clearly, Jesus befriends and transforms sinners. What might
happen in your life this Christmas if you open your heart to
receive this gift?

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s desire to be my
friend?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

John 15:13
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.

During World War II, prisoners of war were building a great
railroad for their Japanese captors. The prisoners went out early
in the morning with their shovels and worked for hours in the hot
sun. After working, the prisoners handed in their shovels and
waited while the prison guards counted the shovels.
One day after a particularly hard day of work, the shovels were
counted and the guards noticed one shovel was missing.

At last, one man stepped forward, and immediately he was
killed for stealing the shovel.
Later that night, the shovels were recounted at the tool shed,
and the guards realized that no shovel had been missing. They
had miscounted. Suddenly it dawned on them: an innocent man
had stepped forward to save the other prisoners.

The prisoners were all lined up and ordered to stand in the hot
sun until someone admitted stealing the shovel. No one stepped
forward. No one got involved. Next, the guards shouted and
beat the prisoners. Still no one stepped forward. No one got
involved. Finally, the guards threatened to kill all of the prisoners
unless someone admitted to stealing the shovel.

Roughly two thousand years ago Jesus stepped forward to save
us. He got involved with our world. He immersed himself in our
problems and pain. On that first Christmas, Jesus entered our
world to live the life we were meant to live. Thirty-three years
later he went to the cross and died the death we deserve. Three
days later he rose from the grave, and now Jesus is alive, still
willing to get involved, still stepping forward to save us.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s involvement in
my life?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 139:13-16
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my
soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made
in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed
substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed
for me, when as yet there was none of them.

God created you. He breathed into you the gift of life. He knit
you together in your mother’s womb. In other words, God wasn’t
taking the day off when you were made. He was personally
involved. He crafted your personality, your physical attributes,
your abilities, your intellect, your tastes and your temperaments.
When you look in the mirror you might not like what you see, but
when God looks at you he sees his handiwork.
In Genesis 1:26, God reveals that you are created in his image.
This means that your life has value. You are not a highly evolved
animal trying to make it through the evolutionary process of time

and chance. You bear the image of the Most High God. You
have intrinsic worth because God is intrinsically valuable.
In Genesis 1, God also reveals that we were made to be in
relationship with him. God wants to talk with us, guide us and
bless us. Because of this, God wants you to surrender your life to
him so that you experience his love, joy and life. This is the most
reasonable thing to do because you were made by God and for
God. He gave you the gift of life.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of life?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 19:1-2
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his
handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.

According to the Bible, creation is a gift from a loving God. In
Genesis 1, God is like a loving father who gets everything ready
to welcome his children into the world. He makes the heavens
and the earth. He makes the sun to warm our bodies and to give
us light. He makes the stars for us to gaze at and explore. He
makes the seas for us to swim in and enjoy. He makes air to fill
our lungs. He makes green grass for us to walk on in the summer
and white snow for us to shovel in the winter.
In the same way a piece of music teaches us something of the
composer and a painting teaches us something of the painter,
so too creation teaches us something of our Creator.
When we look at creation we learn that…

God is not only alive, but he favors life over death and wants us
to find life in him. He made this possible by sending Jesus so that
whoever believes in him might have eternal life.
God Is Powerful. From the crashing waves of the ocean to the
nuclear fusion of the sun, creation tells the story of a powerful
God.
God Is Gentle. From the gentle breeze that sweeps over the
foothills to a mother tucking her baby into bed at night, creation
tells the story of a gentle God.
There are many other attributes of God that creation reveals,
and part of cultivating a heart of gratitude is to enjoy God’s gift
of creation and consider what it teaches you about your Creator.

God Is Living. Creation teems with life. In this we learn that

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of creation?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 104:14-15
You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that
he may bring forth food from the earth and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to
make his face shine and bread to strengthen man’s heart.

God is generous. He has given you good food and drink to enjoy.
In Revelation 19:6–10, we see that the gift of food and drink is a
shadow that points to a greater day when we will eat and drink
with Jesus. One day Jesus will come back, and together as God’s
people we will enjoy a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined (Isaiah 25:6).
This future feast is described in the Bible as a great wedding
where there will be eating and drinking and perhaps even a little
dancing. This feast will not be marked by overconsumption or
drunkenness. It will be a time of gratefully enjoying the gifts that
we receive because of Jesus.

food and drink. Instead of listening and laughing during family
dinner, we rush. Instead of lingering with friends over a meal, we
push on to the next thing. Instead of enjoying, we consume.
During this advent season, slow down and enjoy the gifts of food
and drink. Bake cookies and share them with others. Grab a cup
of coffee with a friend. Invite your neighbor over for dinner. Plan
a memorable Christmas dinner with your kids and prepare it
together.

Sadly, in the hurry and worry of life, we overlook the simple gift of

Above all, during this season eat good food, drink good drink
and enjoy these gifts to the glory of God - meaning: Enjoy these
things as a rehearsal for the day when you will eat and drink with
Jesus.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of food and
drink?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Genesis 2:15
The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it.

In the Bible we see that God is a worker. In the beginning, God
worked with the power of his Word to create the heavens and the
earth. After the Fall, God worked, saving his people from Satan,
sin and death. In the present, God works by sustaining our world
and drawing us to life in Jesus. In the future, God will work by
blessing and sustaining his new creation in and through Jesus.
Since you are created in God’s image, you are created to work.
This means that your job is a gift from God, and in doing it well,
you reflect the character of God and God provides for you.

But wait. Work matters. It is a gift. It is something to embrace
and do wholeheartedly.
When you embrace work as a gift from God, you open your eyes
to see the amazing things that God is doing in and through you.
Furthermore, when you see your work as a gift, you open your
heart to all that God is teaching you in those countless hours
that you strain in the mud and the muck to move things forward.
God has so much in store for you as a worker. So work hard for
his glory and your good.

Many people don’t see work as a gift. More often than not, work
is seen as something to avoid or something to do as quickly as
possible so that we can give ourselves to what really matters.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of work?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Exodus 20:8-11
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your
work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not
do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

In Genesis 2:2, we see that God steps back from his work to rest.
In Exodus 20, God gives his people the gift of rest by asking
them to step back from their work to worship him, have fun and
enjoy people.
A weekly day of rest is a great gift. It is a compassionate gift
because it allows us to step away from our work and worship
God. It is a theological gift because it reminds us of God’s ability
to hold all things together while we let things go to enjoy him. It
is a refreshing gift because in rest we are recharged for another
week. It is an equalizing gift because it is given to all people. It
is an enriching gift because in rest we connect with the people
God places in our lives. Finally, it is an important gift because it
points us to Jesus who is our ultimate rest.

Sadly, many of us do not embrace the gift of rest. On our days
off we stay connected with technology and respond to emails
and texts instead of enjoying God and the people he has placed
around us. Fearing we will be passed by, we often keep the
pedal pressed hard to the floor. In doing this, the rhythm of life
becomes hurry and worry instead of work and rest. Tragically,
the people we are called to love and the God we are created to
enjoy are passed over for the next thing.
This Christmas season set aside a few days to rest and mark
them on your calendar. What will you do on those days? Who
will you spend time with? What traditions could you put into
place so that there is rest during this special season?

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of rest?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if
they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and
has not another to lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how
can one keep warm alone? And though a man might prevail against one who is
alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

Friendship is one of God’s great gifts. It allows us to bear his
image. It pulls color into the common activities of life. Friends
fill our homes with laughter, and they hold us up when we are
sinking.
The theologian Augustine captured the essence of friendship
when he wrote: Friendship is the ability to make conversation, to
share a joke, to perform mutual acts of kindness, to read together
well-written books, to share in trifling and in serious matters, to
disagree though without animosity – just as a person debates with
himself – and in the very rarity of disagreement to find the salt of
normal harmony, to teach each other something new or to learn from
one another, to long with impatience for those absent and to welcome
them home with gladness on their arrival.1
According to Jesus, friendship requires sacrifice because a friend
is someone who gives. Jesus demonstrated this truth by giving
his own life so that we could find new life in him. In dying for us,
Jesus took the penalty for our sin which had distanced us from
God and people. In rising for us, Jesus became a living Savior
1 	

who befriends us and empowers us to be faithful friends.
As you make your way through this Christmas season, it
is important to thank God for what he has done to make
friendship possible. It is also important to thank God for the
friends that he has placed in your life. The people who surround
you are gifts from God, and it is wise to open your eyes and see
them as such. Finally, it is important to ask God who he is calling
you to befriend.
This Christmas, who do you need to love? Who do you need to
share life with?
If you are married, think of a meaningful way that you could
show your spouse that you are thankful for his or her friendship.
If you are a parent, think of a fun Christmas tradition that you
could start with your kids to develop a deeper friendship with
them. If you are single, think of an activity that you could put
together to encourage your friends this Christmas.

Augustine. Confessions.

In the last 24 hours…
In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of friends?

Luke 1:18-23
And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God,
and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and
unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words,
which will be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were
wondering at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and
remained mute. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

Typically, we read Zechariah’s inability to speak as God’s severe
discipline for his doubt.
The story goes something like this. The angel Gabriel comes to
Zechariah and pronounces a message of great hope from God.
Zechariah’s barren wife will have a son who will be used by God
in great ways. And how does Zechariah respond to this joyous
but also preposterous proclamation? He asks a question: “How
can this be? For my wife and I are old.” Gabriel then rebukes
Zechariah for his doubt and makes him mute until his son is
born.

did this repeatedly in the Psalms. Mary did this when Gabriel
came to her. So why does Zechariah get singled out for asking a
question that others have asked before?
I don’t think it’s going too far to wonder if the silence was
something more than just God’s discipline. Perhaps the silence
was also a gracious gift and a surprising invitation.

But wait! What if there is something more going on?

Consider for a moment that in taking away Zechariah’s voice,
God gave him time to sit quietly with the good news that the
Messiah was coming. For nine months, Zechariah got to ponder
God’s promises to him. Essentially, God carved out space for
internal quiet and contemplation. It’s not like Zechariah could
keep pushing on with life as usual. He would have to slow down.
He would have to be more still and silent than he had been for
years.

On one level, God’s discipline of Zechariah makes perfect sense.
How dare anyone question God’s word, especially a man who
served God at the temple?

And in silence, the seed of hope that God had planted in
Zechariah’s heart was given space grow. God’s word wouldn’t
have to compete with all of Zechariah’s words.

But on another level it doesn’t make any sense. After all,
Zechariah was just doing what people do when they receive
a miraculous word from God. He was seeking confirmation.
Gideon did this by laying out a fleece. Abraham did this when
he wondered how God would keep his promises to him. David

So maybe part of Zechariah’s forced silence was to give him a
gracious retreat from the world of words to dwell more deeply on
God’s word to him: The Messiah is coming and your son gets to
play a part in the story.

Here’s the overall message: Don’t question God, or God will
discipline you.

In our world of countless words and activity, we are rarely, if ever,
taught the value of silence and solitude. Even when we go on a
retreat, we expect an agenda of speakers who fling words at us
and activities that fill the day. Most of us can’t imagine a day of
total silence, let alone nine months.

and solitude allow us to perceive and receive what God is already
doing and saying.
So in light of Zechariah’s nine months of silence, I’d like to
encourage you to find some time today to enjoy God’s gift of
silence. Be still and reflect on God’s generosity to you.

But carving out space for silence and solitude is important
because it invites God to speak into our lives and it gives God’s
Word space to sink deeply into our hearts. Simply put, silence

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s gift of silence?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 118:14-16
The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Glad songs of
salvation are in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly,
the right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!”

As followers of Jesus we are to be people of laughter. As the
psalmist writes in Psalm 118:15, Glad songs of salvation are in the
tents of the righteous. The reason we are called to laugh is simple.
Our God lives and he loves us. The extent to which we laugh
reveals the extent to which we embrace these simple truths. As
Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “Only if we are secure in our
beliefs can we see the comical side of the universe.”

As you make your way through this Christmas season,
remember that God lives and that he loves you. In remembering
these simple truths, let joy and laughter fill the walls of your
home. Let glad songs of salvation dwell in your soul. This
Christmas, make time to laugh with family and friends. Carve
out space to enjoy Jesus. Make time to celebrate God’s goodness
to you. Even if you don’t have much, you have Jesus, and he is
enough to gladden your heart.

When we deeply believe that God lives and that he loves us,
joy and laughter become the baseline for the valleys and the
peaks of life. In moments when we walk through the valleys of
darkness, we look up to see the joy above us that beckons us
onward. In moments when we stand on the mountaintop of an
inexpressibly good life that leaves us satisfied but not stuffed full,
we look down to see that joy has settled into life like a morning
fog settles into a mountain meadow.

If you find yourself sullen and sad this Christmas, ask God to
give you his joy. If you aren’t much fun to be around, take time
to repent. Repent of taking yourself too seriously. Repent of
trying to control people instead of enjoying them. Repent of the
excuses you make for not being fun and ask the Holy Spirit to
give you the gift of laughter.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of laughter?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 23:1-4
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your
staff, they comfort me.

Do you ever feel lost, frightened, weak or in need? Chances are,
you do. As humans, we are limited. We have limited strength
and understanding. We have limited physical, financial and
emotional resources. Because of this, at times we feel weak,
frightened, lost and in need.
The image the Bible uses to remind us we are limited is the
image of sheep. In the grand scope of all the animals God could
choose to represent the human race, sheep are about as limited
as they get.
Imagine what it would communicate if God picked tigers as
an image for the human race. Tigers are strong, cunning and
dangerous. If you heard tigers were loose in your neighborhood
you would stay inside. You wouldn’t let your kids walk to school
alone. But if you heard sheep were loose in your neighborhood,

you might try to feed or pet or ride them. Why? Because sheep
are weak and needy.
God calls us sheep. He does this not to be mean but to be
truthful. We are limited, weak and in need. God meets our needs
by giving us himself. God calls us sheep and himself our good
shepherd. This means that God searches for us when we are
lost, he strengthens us when we are weak, he binds us up when
we are broken, he helps us to find places of quiet rest when we
are tired, he satisfies us with his good provisions, he graciously
guides us when we don’t know the way, he loves us and will
always look after us. Really, the only gift sheep need is a good
shepherd, and Christmas reminds us that God has given us
this gift. Jesus came to lead all of God’s sheep back to the place
where they belong – close to the shepherd’s heart.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of a good
shepherd?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 127:3-5
Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like
arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s youth. Blessed is the man
who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his
enemies in the gate.

Children are a great gift from God. Sadly, because of sin and
selfishness, many people don’t see children as a blessing.
Many people today see children as a costly inconvenience and
complain because kids make messes, need help and demand
time and attention.
This is sad. Children are not a costly inconvenience. Children
are a blessing to be welcomed. Jesus gave us a picture of how to
welcome children as a gift from God.

come to him and by blessing them. For Jesus, children were not
a distraction from more important work; they were important
work.
If you have children, take some time today to consider how you
can help your children see that they are a gift from God to you.
If you don’t have children, take some time today to consider how
you can help a child see their value.

In his day, children were seen as second-class citizens. They were
inconsequential and unwelcome when an important person
came to visit. Jesus flipped the script by allowing children to

If you are a child, take some time today to consider how you can
be a blessing to the people around you.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of children?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Psalm 91:1-2
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in
whom I trust.”

There are moments in this life when we need a shelter. We need
a shelter because at times life doesn’t work out the way we
planned - our kids get sick, our company downsizes, our health
declines. We need a shelter because at times we get wounded
by those we love. We need a shelter because at times we lose
our way and can’t find the road that leads us back home. In the
midst of the confusion and uncertainty of life, we need a shelter
that is certain, solid and strong.
In Psalm 91, we find that God is our shelter. He promises to be
close to us when we are brokenhearted and to deliver us from
our troubles. He promises to redeem us when we take refuge in
him. This is a great gift. God is for us. He has open arms and he
invites us to find shelter in him.

life. Joseph needed a shelter to embrace Mary as his wife. And
together they needed a great shelter to walk a path they never
imagined walking before.
God was their great shelter. Spiritually, he sheltered them by
giving strength to carry on. Emotionally, he sheltered them by
reminding them of his presence and protection. Physically, he
sheltered them by providing a stable in which to deliver Jesus into
this world. Financially, he sheltered them by bringing resources
to them through the wise men.
As you prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, consider the
different ways God has been your shelter. In what ways has God
sheltered you this past year? In what ways is he inviting you this
Christmas to come to him and to find shelter in him?

On that first Christmas, Mary and Joseph needed a great
shelter. Mary needed a shelter to embrace God’s plan for her
In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of God’s
shelter?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Matthew 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

Repentance is one of God’s great gifts. It is the Spirit-empowered
acknowledgement of sin that results in a change of mind about
who and what God is, what is important and what is good.
Repentance is then followed by a change of behavior flowing
out of an internal change of values.
Repentance is essentially our humble declaration that we are
sinful and God is not, we are wrong and God is right, we need
help and God is our great helper.

Repentance moves from our minds to our lips. When we admit
that we are wrong, we need to confess our sin to God and to
the people we have sinned against. Confessing our sin to God
demonstrates that we understand sin hurts him. Confessing our
sin to the people we have sinned against demonstrates that we
understand our sin has hurt them. While this step of repentance
is hard and requires great humility, it is essential in bringing
reconciliation with God and with people.

In Romans 12, Paul challenges us to be transformed by the
renewing of our minds. This challenge helps us to see that
repentance begins in the mind when we admit that what we
have been thinking, saying and doing is inexcusable and we
need to stop fighting God. When we admit these things, God
begins the miraculous work of aligning our will with his.

Repentance is such a great gift because it leads to
transformation. Repentance changes our hearts. A changed
heart leads to changed behaviors. Changed behaviors lead to
a changed life. A changed life leads to a changed legacy where
generations to come are blessed because we repented of sin.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of
repentance?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Ephesians 1:7
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace.

Sin is serious because it offends God. He is ultimately the one
whose glory is belittled when we ignore or disobey him.
God’s justice demands that our sin be punished. God’s mercy
means that God desires to rescue us from the just punishment
for our sin. The just punishment of sin is death.

Because of Jesus, forgiveness is a gift that is available to us.
Those who experience God’s forgiveness are the ones who stop
trying to earn forgiveness from God by being very good. Instead,
they humbly admit their need for God to forgive them and that
Jesus died and rose for this to happen. This humble admission
of need opens our hearts to receive the precious gift of God’s
forgiveness.

God’s justice and mercy met in the death of Jesus. On the cross
Jesus took the full punishment for our sin and opened up for us
the riches of God’s mercy. Jesus died in our place and for our sin.
Jesus rose for our life and our salvation.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of
forgiveness?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Romans 8:1
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Do you ever feel guilty or condemned? If so, reflect on the great
gift from God that is wrapped up for you in Romans 8:1: There is
therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
God doesn’t play games with us. He doesn’t say one thing
and mean another. He is serious when he says there is no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Furthermore,
God wants us to put this truth on as a life-vest to keep us afloat
in the moments when Satan tries to drown us in a sea of guilt
and condemnation. So remember, there is therefore now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
To be “in Christ Jesus” means that we are in a relationship with
Jesus by faith. Faith in Jesus means we trust that Jesus died in our
place and for our sin and Jesus rose for our life and salvation.
When we do this, our old sinful self is put to death with Jesus and
we rise to a new life of love, joy, and mission empowered by Jesus.

freedom we have found in Jesus by overwhelming us with
condemnation. Satan does this by reminding us of our sins. He
whispers to us the truth about who we once were and what we
once did without whispering to us the truth about who Jesus is
and what Jesus has done. Satan showers down guilt by bringing
back images we desperately want to forget. He recounts to our
souls the seriousness of our sin without recounting the great
beauty of our Savior.
Here is the truth: Christ has died, Christ has risen and in him
there is no condemnation.
So this Christmas do not open your heart to Satan’s lies.
Remember the truth of the gospel - you are more sinful than you
ever imagined, and you are more loved than you ever dared to
hope. In Christ, your past is forgiven and your future is full of
hope because there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Jesus. What a gift!

On this side of eternity, Satan will try to destroy the life and
In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of a clear
conscience?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Isaiah 58:9
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say,
“Here I am.”

Do you ever think you are bothering God? That perhaps you are
too insignificant to come to him or that he is too busy to listen
to you? Do you ever wonder if he’s perturbed by your constant
requests or annoyed at the smallness of your concerns?
Grace doesn’t just mean that we have free access to God, but
also that God loves listening to us. God’s attentiveness is a
great gift because it means that God wants us to come to him.
He wants to hear our thoughts and ideas. He bends his ear to
listen to our concerns, not because he doesn’t know them, but
because we matter to him.

Even if we stammer or don’t know what to say, God listens. He
listens to the painful plea of a hurting mom. He listens to the
exhausted cries of a struggling student. He listens when we seek
his guidance. He listens when we confess our shortcomings. He
listens when our joy is full and when our tank is empty. There isn’t
a season or a situation when God closes his ear to his people.

This reality should cause us to come to God freely and
frequently. There is no need to fear that we will be ignored.

Jesus said God wants us to come to him like a child comes to her
good dad. In other words, we are to come freely, frequently and
fearlessly. We are to come when we’re anxious and when we’re
joyful. We are to come when we are weak and when we feel
strong. We are to come in all situations because God wants to
hear from us. So this Christmas come to God in prayer. Enjoy the
gift of his attentiveness.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of God’s
attentiveness?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Luke 1:34-37
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.”

In the months leading up to the birth of Jesus, Mary experienced
God’s omnipotent power. Most obviously, God the Holy Spirit
worked in Mary’s womb to bring Jesus into the world, but God’s
powerful work didn’t stop there. The Holy Spirit also gave Mary
supernatural strength, comfort and courage.
Remember, Mary was around 15 years old when she became
pregnant with Jesus. At that time she was engaged to Joseph,
and she was living in a culture that looked down on single
women becoming pregnant. While the virgin birth was true,
it wasn’t a story many people would believe. So Mary faced
criticism, judgment and shame.
This helps us to see more of the Spirit’s powerful work in Mary.
Without the Holy Spirit’s presence and power, Mary would have
been overwhelmed by worry and uncertainty. Without the Holy
Spirit, Mary would have said no to God’s impossible calling. But
because the Holy Spirit powerfully worked, Mary said yes and
she became the mother of Jesus.
Mary’s experience highlights our need for the Holy Spirit. We
need the Spirit’s presence to steady us as we wait for Jesus to
return. We need the Spirit to bring life to our souls. We need him
to enter the empty parts of our lives to bring fullness. We need
his peace to quiet the chaos and his supernatural joy in our

moments of sorrow. We need his power at work within us to help
us to overcome sin and grasp the extent of God’s love for us.
The good news of Christmas is that the same Spirit who
powerfully worked in Mary can live in us. When we trust Jesus
as our Savior, not only are our sins forgiven but the Holy Spirit
enters our lives.
The Holy Spirit accomplishes so much in the life of a Christian.
The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, empowers us to serve, guides
us in life and guards us in doubt. The Holy Spirit produces in
us love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. The Holy Spirit makes new people
with new identities that are grounded in Jesus; new minds that
love the Bible; new powers for life, mission and evangelism; new
passions for godliness; new hopes for the future and new joys
for living. The Holy Spirit is the comforter, helper, encourager,
leader and developer of God’s people. The Holy Spirit does
these things not to magnify himself but to apply the work of Jesus
in the lives of Jesus’ followers so that much is made of Jesus.
This Christmas, be open to the gift of the Holy Spirit and believe,
like Mary, that nothing is impossible with him.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Matthew 8:23-27
And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. And behold, there arose
a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he
was asleep. And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.”
And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and
rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men marveled,
saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”

One of my favorite stories in the Bible is when Jesus gets up
from a nap during a storm and tells the winds and the waves to
settle down. In that moment Jesus allowed his disciples to catch
a glimpse of his divine power, and they wondered, “What sort of
man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”
The answer: Jesus is so much more than just a good man; he is
the God man. Jesus possesses infinite power, and he wants to
use his power to work all things for good in our lives.
About 15 miles away from the cabin where my family spends
our summer vacations there is an old cedar forest. Some of the
trees in that forest are over 400 hundred years old, and most
likely they will still be standing hundreds of years from now. The
reason for this is that each tree has a massive root system that
sustains, strengthens and steadies it through wind, hail, drought
and storms.
The truth that Jesus is all powerful is a root system for us. And
the implication of this truth brings calm and stability in whatever
storm we face: since Jesus is all powerful, he is able to make all
things work together for good.

If we live inside this reality, we will be more solid and stable than
those massive cedars. Nothing will blow us over, and we will
have a constant calm even in stormy seasons.
If we live outside this reality, our lives will be like a straw house
in a hurricane. We will quickly be blown over and fear will
overwhelm us because we do not have a root system to stabilize
and strengthen.
Do you ever wonder how Mary brought Jesus into this world with
such courage, calm and confidence?
I think it’s because she understood that God was able to take all
the rejection, criticism and struggle she would face and work it
for her good.
The good news of Christmas is that stability is a gift God offers
to all of us if we will simply trust in Jesus. So today, trust in Jesus
and live like a giant cedar. You have a massive root system
supporting you. You are connected to the all-powerful God of
human history. Those who trust him are stable, not because
nothing traumatic happens to them, but rather because they
know that their God is able to work all things for their good.

Romans 8:28
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of stability?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Matthew 1:18-23
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).

God can be trusted. His character, commands and promises
are constant, unchanging and utterly reliable. What God said
yesterday is true today and will remain tomorrow. What God
did in the past breathes significance into the present. What God
promises for the future is a hope we can build on today.
God’s faithfulness is a great gift because our world is greatly
unstable. In our world, promises are quickly made and quickly
broken. In our world, what is here today is gone tomorrow.
Our world is like Jell-O. It has the appearance of firmness but it
doesn’t hold steady. Because of this, at times we do not know
who we can trust or what will remain.
God steps into this instability and says, “I can be trusted. I will
remain. My words will never fade away. My promises will never
fail. Build your life on me.” God’s faithfulness is a huge gift
because it brings stability into our wobbly here and now.
The birth of Jesus is the greatest demonstration of God’s
faithfulness. Back in Genesis 3, God promised Adam and Eve
that he would destroy Satan, sin and death. In Genesis 12, God
promised Abraham that one of his descendants would bless

the world. In 2 Samuel 7, God promised David that a great King
would come to rescue God’s people.
God’s people held closely to these promises. They talked about
them. They waited in anticipation for them to break into reality.
And you know what happens when you wait, especially if you
wait a long time. You become restless. You begin to doubt and
wonder.
And then it happened. In a small, uncomfortable stable, in the
presence of barn animals, God entered our world and kept his
promises. Jesus came to destroy Satan, sin and death, to bless
the world and to rescue God’s people.
Jesus is the greatest demonstration of God’s faithfulness. Even
though it cost him his Son, God the Father kept his promises
to us. Even though it cost him his life, God the Son remained
faithful to his Father. Even though it cost him recognition, God
the Spirit kept his promise to work behind the scenes to draw
men and women to Jesus. What this means is profound. The
Trinity is faithful. You can build your life on God. What a gift!

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of God’s
faithfulness?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Luke 2:8-14
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

I love the classic Christmas movies like It’s a Wonderful Life and
White Christmas. I watch them every year, and I’ll keep watching
them because I genuinely enjoy them. So what I am about to say
isn’t thoughts from a Christmas scrooge; it’s an honest reflection
on why I think the story of Jesus’ birth offers a better message.
It seems to me that the overall message of the classic Christmas
movies is something like this: In the end we will be able to pull
together and create a world of unity, love and peace. In other
words, we have light and life within us, so we can dispel the
darkness and create a wonderful life.
So here is a question I’d like us to consider: Is that really true?
Do we really have the ability in ourselves to overcome loneliness,
broken relationships, conflict, evil and injustice? It’s a great
message to declare if it’s true, but a casual look at human history
reveals that we cannot save ourselves. Yes, there are bright
moments when people work together, but still there are wars
and rumors of wars. Still there are families in crisis. Still our world
is full of darkness, anger, violence and despair.

I love the story of Jesus’ birth because it reveals a realistic
message about life. Jesus’ birth doesn’t say, “Cheer up! There is
light and life in you. If you try very hard, you can make the world
a better place.” On the contrary, Jesus’ birth reveals that things
are really bad. We are in trouble. Our world is broken beyond
our ability to repair, and yet there is incredible hope.
Why is there hope? Because Jesus came as light and life to save
the world. This is what the angel announced to the shepherds on
that first Christmas so many years ago, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Notice the angel didn’t say, “I bring you good news of great joy.
You can save the world!” No. The angel declared “A Savior is
born.” This reveals the truth that we need salvation. We need a
light and a life that is outside the world to enter the world to save
the world. This of course is the message of Christmas, which is
why Jesus’ birth is a story of good news and great joy.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s gift of good
news?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

The message of the Bible is very simple: Jesus changes
everything.
God first preached this message in Genesis 3 to Adam and Eve.
In Genesis 3, Adam and Eve destroyed everything by rejecting
God. In that moment, God made a great promise - one day
Jesus would crush Satan, sin and death.
Throughout the Old Testament, God revealed this great promise
to his people.
At times God revealed the coming of Jesus in subtle ways. For
example, when Abraham left his father to go to a new country,
God revealed what Jesus would do in leaving his Father in
heaven to come to earth. Also, when Isaac carried the wood
for his sacrifice and willingly entrusted his life to his father, God
revealed what Jesus would do in carrying his wooden cross and
entrusting his life to his Father, even in sacrifice.

At other times God revealed the coming of Jesus in great detail.
For example, in Isaiah 7:14, God revealed that Jesus would be
born of a virgin, and in Micah 5:2, God revealed that Jesus
would be born in Bethlehem.
Because God revealed this great promise, millions of people
waited thousands of years for Jesus to come.
And then it happened. In a small, uncomfortable stable, in the
presence of barn animals, God entered our world and rested in
the feeding trough of an animal. This act of humility changed
everything. It set in motion a story that culminated with Jesus’
death and resurrection.
Believing this story requires faith and humility, but embracing
this story really does change everything because Jesus is God’s
greatest gift. He is Immanuel. God with us. Jesus. The hope of
the world. The one who changes everything.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of Jesus?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Philippians 4:11-13
Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation
I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In
any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

I still remember the Christmas I didn’t get what I wanted. In the
weeks leading up to Christmas I repeatedly asked my parents for
a video game system so I could play Super Mario Brothers with
my friends.
To help them remember, I left hints around the house. I cut out
ads from catalogs. I drew pictures of me playing Nintendo with a
smile on my face. In passing, I told my parents I would share my
new gaming system with my sisters. I was sure my request was
clear and compelling.
When it came time to unwrap presents that Christmas, my dad
told me my present was in the garage.
“That’s strange,” I thought. “What is my new Nintendo doing in
the garage?” When I opened the garage door, I discovered the
answer. My parents had bought me a brand-new BMX bike.
I wish I could say that I responded to my present with a sense
of joy and thankfulness, but that wouldn’t be honest. Instead, I
sulked back to the living room glaring at my parents.

Sometimes we respond to God in this way. We are not content
with the gifts he gives. We want something more.
This is tragic when you consider all that God generously gives
to meet all our needs. He meets our needs for relationships by
providing the church. He meets our needs for forgiveness by
providing Jesus. He meets our needs for strength by providing
the Holy Spirit. He meets our needs for wisdom by giving the
Bible. He meets our needs for love by giving himself.
God has given so generously so that we can receive a great gift:
the gift of contentment.
Contentment is resting in what God has given. Contentment
is gratefully acknowledging that what we have is enough.
Contentment is humbly acknowledging that what we have and
what we don’t have are ultimately the workings of a wise and
generous God. So instead of wanting more, open your arms and
receive God’s gift of enough. Be content with what he has given
to you.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of
contentment?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is
being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but
the things that are unseen are eternal.

No one likes to go through trials and troubles. No one likes to be
pressed down by life, perplexed about the future or persecuted
by others. But according to Paul, trials and troubles are gifts
from God because they bring an eternal glory.
How can this be? What does God accomplish in giving us the
unwanted gift of suffering? In short, suffering teaches us lessons
that cannot be learned any other way.
Here are three lessons we learn from the unwanted gift of
suffering.
1.

Suffering teaches us that this world is not our home.
When life is good and pleasant, we can want this world
to remain. Furthermore, when life is good, we can get
comfortable with the here and now and forget that our
home is coming when Jesus reigns. When life is hard, we
are reminded that while Jesus reigns in our hearts, he does
not yet reign in our world. Sin still damages and destroys.
Governments still fail. Men and women still live in rebellion
against God. Because of this, our home is not in the here

and now but in the life to come. Troubles help to fix our eyes
on the life to come, a life with Jesus where tears, trials and
troubles are no more because Jesus reigns over all.
2. Suffering teaches us humility. When life is good, we can
become proud, thinking that we are smart enough, rich
enough and strong enough to make it on our own. Suffering
brings us back to reality. We are not strong enough or smart
enough. We don’t control the future. In reality, we are weak,
limited and in need.
3. Suffering teaches us dependency. Dependency is really
the great gift that God gives through suffering. You see, it
is during the famine that prodigals realize they need their
dad. It is during sickness that we learn we need a great
physician. It is during the storm that we learn God is a
shelter. If storms never rage, we never learn to depend. If we
always have abundance, we never learn to lean on Jesus. So
God teaches us dependency in giving the unwanted gift of
suffering.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

•

What can I do to better see the good God is doing through
my suffering?

Psalm 119:9-16
How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.
With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!
I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. Blessed
are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! With my lips I declare all the rules of
your mouth. In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. I
will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. I will delight in your
statutes; I will not forget your word.

The Bible is an amazing gift from God. In many ways it is the
gift of sight, because without the Bible we would not see what is
most beautiful. Without the Bible we would not see the glory of
God, the unsearchable riches of Christ, the splendor of the cross
or the streams that lead us to living water. Without the Bible we
would not know that we are great sinners and that Jesus is our
great Savior. Without the Bible we would not understand that
God loves us and is working all things for our good.

1 	

If God had remained silent, think of the world that we would live
in. Our world would be a place of confusion and speculation.
The best we could hope for would be to scratch at the divine like
a dog scratches at the back door while his owner naps inside.
But God is not napping and the door is not closed. God speaks
in the Bible so that we can know him, love him and follow him. As
Francis Schaeffer often said, “God is there, and he is not silent.” 1

Francis Schaeffer. He Is There and He Is Not Silent.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of the Bible?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.

Can you imagine life without change? It would be devastating.
Imagine how hopeless you would feel if real lasting change
were impossible. Think how pointless life would be if you knew
you always had to walk around the same cul-de-sac of sin,
selfishness, heartbreak and hurt. Imagine how hopeless life
would be if you knew that each generation was destined to
repeat the same mistakes as the generation before.
One of the great gifts that God gives is change. He doesn’t
leave us as we are; he changes us into the people we desperately
want to be. He comes to us when we are impure and leads us
to purity. He comes to us when we are sinful and gives us his
righteousness. He comes to us when we are walking in darkness
and leads us into the light.
Personally, I am grateful for the gift of change. Before Jesus
entered my life, I lived for myself, and I hurt my family and
friends.
But now because of Jesus, I am changed. The old me has passed
away and a new me has come. I now desire to serve people,
to follow Jesus and to be compassionate, forgiving, gentle
and helpful. I desire these things because Jesus has graciously
demonstrated these things to me. Jesus has loved me deeply,
and now I long to deeply love.
This gift of change is possible for you because of Jesus. Paul
says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone and
the new has come.”

The change Jesus brings begins with individuals but it ends with
the world.
When you come to Jesus, he first changes you. He moves into the
interior of your heart and begins a work that extends outward.
First, he changes your relationship with God. He makes you
a friend of God instead of an enemy of God. Furthermore, he
changes your heart so that your deepest longings are now for
the things of God.
Next, Jesus changes your relationships with people. He gives you
love, compassion, patience, gentleness and kindness for people.
In this your family and friends are changed. Your co-workers are
encouraged. Even your enemies are prayed for and loved.
As your relationships are changing, Jesus begins to change
the mission of your life. As Jesus transforms your life, you can’t
help but get excited about the change Jesus can make in other
people. So you start giving your time, money and talent to help
more people meet Jesus.
As the mission of your life begins to change, Jesus begins to
change your church. Again it starts with you. You begin to
desire your church to be all that Jesus wants it to be so that more
people know, love and are changed by Jesus. So now you start
using the gifts God has given you to help your church thrive.
You start praying for people to meet Jesus through the ministry
of your church. You start welcoming new people to your church
because you see Jesus has brought them into this community to

experience his love and transformation.
As your church begins to change, your community will
be changed. People will be strengthened, encouraged
and challenged to take the light of Jesus into their homes,
neighborhoods, schools and workplaces. Because of this, more
people will see Jesus, more people will love Jesus and more people
will be changed by Jesus.
Finally, as your community is changed, your world will be
changed. Universities will be renewed. Governments will
transform. New churches will be planted. God’s kingdom of light
will push back the kingdom of darkness and death.

All of this change is possible in and through Jesus, but it all begins
at a very personal level. It begins with you. When you trust Jesus
as your Savior, he moves into your heart and begins a work in you
that extends out to your world.
This coming year what change does Jesus want to make in your
life? Take time today to wrestle with this question. It has huge
implications, not just for you but for your world. It could be that
as you receive God’s gift of change, generations to come will also
be changed.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of change?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

1 Corinthians 10:13
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

In a season of the year that for many people is marked by
over-indulgence, it is good to remember the gift of self-control.
God hasn’t left you alone to battle your sinful desires. Instead,
the third member of the Trinity humbles himself and lives within
those who trust Jesus. One of the gifts the Holy Spirit brings is
self-control.
Self-control is the ability to joyfully say no to gluttony,
drunkenness, laziness, sexual immorality, bitterness, pride, lust,
selfishness, apathy, complaining and a host of other sins that
threaten to destroy our lives and our joy this Christmas.

Self-control also includes joyfully saying yes to love, generosity,
purity, sacrifice, humility, gentleness, faithfulness, joy, patience,
forgiveness and a host of other attributes that characterize Jesus.
Sadly, many followers of Jesus don’t embrace the Spirit’s gift of
self-control. They see their primary identity as sinners saved by
grace, instead of new creations with new hearts and new desires.
Because Jesus lives and sent the Holy Spirit, we can joyfully say
no to sin and yes to Jesus.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate the gift of selfcontrol?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him.
1 John 4:10
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.

Do you realize that you have never lived a loveless day? Jesus’
entrance into our world as a baby is God’s great declaration and
demonstration that he is bent on loving us.

Me: God, don’t you know not to love people like us? God, don’t you know
that if you love us, it’s going to cost you? Don’t you realize we’re going
to turn our backs on you? Don’t you know that we will stumble and fall?
Don’t you know that we will never appreciate or reciprocate fully?

And I should point this out. God isn’t ignorant. He doesn’t love
us because he doesn’t know who we are or what we’ve done.

God: I know all of this, but I love you, so I put together a plan to save you.

He knows all that we’ve done. He knows all that we are going to
do. He knows all that we want to do, and yet in spite of all the
information that would lead him away from us, God loves us.

And so as an explosion of devotion, God sent Jesus into the
world to die in our place and for our sins, so that if we believe in
Jesus we might be embraced, loved and forgiven by God.

God’s love has often left me scratching my head. Honestly when
I read about God’s love in places like John 3:16 and 1 John 4:10, I
feel like sitting God down for a little chat.
I imagine the conversation going a bit like this.

I know this all seems a bit illogical. But can I tell you what is
more illogical. It is more illogical to refuse God’s love or to walk
through this life as if you are unloved. So as you gear up for
another year, make a commitment today to live, worship and
rest as one who is loved.

In the last 24 hours…

In the next 24 hours…

•

How have I experienced God’s generosity?

•

What can I do to express gratitude to God and other
people?

•

What people, things or circumstances am I grateful for?

•

What can I do to enjoy and celebrate God’s gift of love?

•

What obstacles or difficulties did God use in the last 24
hours to shape me?

Matthew 28:20
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.

Christmas is over and today we wake up to 2021. In a few days,
life will return to its normal pace. The ornaments will come down
and the manger will be put away. Friends and family will migrate
back to where they came from. Christmas decorations will go
on sale for half price. School and work will begin and will find us
waking up again before the sun.
I don’t know about you, but for me it is sad to see December go.
There is a peace that settles into these 31 days. There is a hope
that swells in my heart. There is comfort that lingers because
more than at any other time, I remember God’s generosity. The
Giver became the Gift.
The result of remembering and celebrating this reality each
December is that for a few precious days my heart aligns with
heaven. I love what I was created to love. I long for what I was
created to long for. I behold the one who holds me. And in the

My prayer of thanksgiving:

loving, longing and beholding, God comes near and dwells with
me.
The amazing message of God’s generosity, though, is that
Jesus is always near. He is Immanuel – God with us. And he has
promised to be this not just during December but to the end of
the age. This means that all of life can be filled with the wonder,
the longing and the hope of Christmas. Jesus is always drawing
near to us and inviting us to be with him.
So take some time today and invite Jesus to be with you in the
coming year. Ask him to help you, lead you, guide you, provide
for you and to be near you. Wrap up this devotional by writing
down a prayer to Jesus thanking him for his generosity to you
and inviting him to be with you as you go through this next year.

Additional Notes:

