
Isaiah 9:2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.

The Divine Dawning
By Thomas Aquinas

Light of lights! All gloom dispelling,
Thou didst come to make thy dwelling
Here within our world of sight.
Lord, in pity and in power, 
Thou didst in our darkest hour
Rend the clouds and show thy light.

Praise to thee in earth and heaven
Now and evermore be given,
Christ, who art our sun and shield.
Lord, for us thy life thou gavest,
Those who trust in thee thou savest,
All thy mercy stands revealed!





Introduction
Christmas reveals breathtaking truths about God.  The one who made us moved heaven and earth to save us.  
The audacious promise maker is also keen on keeping his promises.  God has good plans and more than enough 
strength to move them forward.  In his heart there is a bent toward blessing.  He is Immanuel.  God with us.  God 
for us.  A God who wants to be known by us.  This is good news of great joy for all people.       

Sometimes I forget the glorious truths that are revealed in the Christmas story.  It’s not that I intend to forget, 
but given enough time I often do.  When this happens, my life, which was once filled with good news of great joy, 
slowly becomes one filled with modest joy or, sadder still, a life with no joy at all.

I don’t think I am alone in this.  For whatever reason, the things that are most precious to us can become what we 
most take for granted.  

It’s for this reason that I’m thankful Christmas happens every year.  You see, for me Christmas has become a 
season for my soul to remember the worth of the one who made it.  Yes, I love the presents and the cookies and 
the bright lights around a tree.  But more than anything, I love remembering the story of God coming to save the 
world he created.  I love imagining Joseph holding the one who formed his rugged hands.  I love remembering 
that God looked at our broken world and felt compassion for us.  I love retelling my soul the ancient truth that the 
baby in the manger is God’s gift to me.  And it is in remembering this great story that my soul stirs, and I see again 
the God who loves me.  

I’ve written this devotional to help that happen for each of us this Christmas.  Each Sunday will begin with a truth 
about God revealed from the Christmas story.  The following days of the week will look at how that truth is seen in 
various ways throughout the Bible.

Most likely, what you find in this devotional will not be new, because what you and I need is usually not new truth.  
What we need are reminders about the greatness of old truths.  Truths that have been passed from one generation 
to the next.  Truths that have withstood the battering of time.  Truths we once had and might have forgotten, had 
we not seen them again.  

As we go through this season, remember that Jesus is the fullest revelation of God.  So keep your eyes fixed on 
him.  Keep reading the stories about his life, death and resurrection.  There is always more to see in what you see, 
and Christmas is for seeing him.

As always, I am so thankful for Faith Church.  I could not imagine a better community of people to journey with 
through this life, and I consider it a joy to encourage our community with the gifts God has given me.  

Finally, I would like to dedicate this devotional to the teaching team at Faith.  I am thankful for the way Brad and 
Steve help me to see, over and over again, the God who loves me and sent his Son to save me.  Preaching really is 
a burden and blessing best shared! 

Merry Christmas, Faith!

Every blessing, 
Pastor Charlie 
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Week 1

The God of History





DECEMBER 4 - The God of History
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  Matthew 1:1  
 
Matthew begins his telling of the Christmas story with Jesus’ genealogy.  So for 17 verses, we read about how so-
and-so was the father of so-and-so.  At first glance, it isn’t a very interesting read.   

As a writer, I sometimes imagine Matthew submitting his book to a modern publisher and getting this response:

Dear Matthew:
Thanks for a chance to look over your account of Jesus’ life.  We love what you are trying to do and we are very 
interested in publishing it.  Generations to come will definitely benefit from having a historical account of Jesus’ life.  
So thanks for your hard work.

But we need to be frank about one thing.  Your opening is a nightmare.  People don’t care that Uzziah was the Father 
of Jotham.  We’re not saying no to the opening, but we strongly suggest you change it.  Just jump in with the bit about 
the angel coming to Mary.  That’s where the story gets really interesting.

Kindest Regards,
Your Publisher     

Matthew’s response might have been something like this:

Dear Publisher,
Thanks for the feedback.  But I want to leave the opening the way it is.  I think it’s important for people to know that 
Jesus’ coming is part of a much bigger story - a story God has been telling throughout human history – a story that 
included real people.  Hope that helps.

Kindest Regards,
Matthew 

P.S. Also, it took hours to track down Jesus’ genealogy.  So it stays.   
P.P.S. Luke just told me you gave him the same feedback about his genealogy and that he moved his to chapter 3.  
He’s such a sellout. 

The birth of Jesus is part of a much bigger story.  The biggest story ever told.  A story about the God of history 
stepping into the world he created.  

The way Matthew begins his gospel reminds us that God is the God of history.  He is a living God who actively 
works.  His fingerprints are all over people’s lives – if we have the eyes of faith to see them.  From Abraham to 
Jesus, God moved history along and he will continue to do this because history is his-story.  I know that sounds 
trite, but it’s also profoundly true.  

So this week as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, we are going to remember that God controls history.  
All we are, we are by God’s decrees.  All we experience passes through his loving providence.  He ordains and 
orders all of our ways and all of our days.      

A Moment to Reflect
How far back can you trace your family history?  How do you see God at work in your family’s story?  In what ways are 
you encouraged, knowing God is actively at work in human history?  
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DECEMBER 5 - The First Christmas
He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.  
Ephesians 1:4

The first Christmas didn’t happen in a stable in Bethlehem.  It happened before the foundation of this world.  We 
don’t know all of what the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were doing before the creation of this world, but we do 
know one thing for sure: Before the foundation of the world, God the Father chose us in Jesus.

This is a profound mystery.  The God of history planned history before history began.  A helpful but imperfect 
picture of this is an author who charts out a story before putting pen to paper or an architect who draws blueprints 
before digging the foundation.  So the birth of Jesus and the salvation of sinners were planned by God before this 
world began.  

This is not a puzzle to solve; it is an anchor to tether our souls to.  God’s love for us reaches back to eternity past.  
We have never lived a loveless day.  Jesus’ coming and all the joy it would bring so that a weary world rejoices was 
conceived by God long before he took dust from the ground and breathed into it the breath of life. 

So as you prepare to celebrate this Christmas, take heart, knowing that before the foundation of the world God 
chose to love, bless, and save you.

A Moment to Reflect
In what ways are you encouraged knowing God chose you before the foundation of the world?  
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DECEMBER 6 - Your Creator
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.   Colossians 1:16  

God’s rule over history extends to our lives.  In Colossians 1:16 we’re told that by him all things were created.  This 
includes the creation of your life.  

Don’t breeze by this truth.  Take a moment to savor it.  

Jesus created you.  He breathed into you the breath of life.  He knit you together in your mother’s womb.  You are 
his handiwork.  A one of a kind creation.  A body mixed with dirt and grace.  A soul stamped with the image of 
your maker.  

When you look in the mirror you might not like what you see, but when Jesus looks at you he smiles and thinks 
thankful thoughts.  You are his creation and he wants to be with you.  

Why?  Because he loves what he has made.  

Do you believe this?  If so, the most important issue right now is not purchasing presents, or baking cookies, or 
rushing off to the next thing.  The most pressing issue is being present with the one who made you and moved 
heaven and earth to be with you.  

After all, isn’t that what Christmas is all about?  God drawing near to his good creation and making a way for us to 
draw near to him.  So take time today to be with Jesus.  It’s what you were made for.    

A Moment to Reflect
What steps can you take to make drawing near to Jesus a priority during this season? 
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DECEMBER 7 - God’s Hand in Your Life Today 
You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb…. All the days ordained for me were 
written in your book before one of them came to be.  Psalm 139:13, 16 

God’s hand is in everything that happens.  From the first page of human history to the last page of eternity, God is 
orchestrating it all. This doesn’t mean we don’t have freedom.  God gives us a lot of freedom.  We can choose to 
live with or without him.  We can choose to lean on our own understanding or we can trust God’s Word to guide 
us.  And our choices have real consequences.

But our freedom isn’t bigger than our God and our choices don’t overthrow what he has ordained. The Christmas 
story reveals this so clearly.  

A few hundred years before Jesus’ birth, God made a promise through the prophet Micah about a savior being 
born and Bethlehem being an important city in the story.  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth from me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days.1 Essentially, God said that Bethlehem, though a very small city, will be the place where the 
fulfillment of God’s promises enters the world.  It was kind of like God pulled out a map, circled Bethlehem in red, 
and said, “The savior will be born here.” 

So Mary and Joseph needed to get to Bethlehem before Jesus was born.  But they weren’t there.  They were in 
Nazareth and Mary was pregnant.  They were probably not planning any trips to Bethlehem anytime soon.  So 
something had to get them moving.  But what would cause a man to take his very pregnant wife on a very long 
journey?

It’s not like God could cause a nationwide census that required everyone to travel to their hometowns to be 
counted, and pick a man from the house and lineage of the great King David to be Jesus’ earthly dad, so that 
when the census started he would be required by law to travel to Bethlehem, and have all this take place at 
precisely the time that Mary was to give birth.

Actually, this was exactly what God did. And in doing this, God shows us that he controls history and moves it 
forward according to his plan.  

This means we don’t need to give in to despair as we look at the world around us.  The world isn’t spinning out of 
control.  Life isn’t random or haphazard.  All that is happening in the world today is under God’s control and part 
of his eternal plan.  So we don’t need to fear when we think about the future.  God’s plans for our lives are not 
going to be thwarted.  The seemingly random setbacks we face won’t keep us from experiencing God’s blessings.  
Everything is unfolding according to God’s sovereign plan.  

So today as you look at all that you experience, remind your soul that all that happens to you is moving you toward 
God’s plans and his purposes in your life.

A Moment to Reflect
What, if anything, seems out of control in your life today?  What, if anything, keeps you from believing that God is 
completely in control of your life? 

1 Micah 5:2
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DECEMBER 8 - All Things
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according 
to his purpose.  Romans 8:28    

The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They are planted in the house of the 
Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green.
Psalm 92:12 – 14   

About 15 miles from the cabin where my family spends our summer vacations there is an old red cedar forest.  
Some of the trees are over 400 hundred years old and most likely they will still be standing hundreds of years from 
now.  The oldest trees in the forest are more than 8 feet in diameter and loom some 175 feet above the forest 
floor.  It is breathtaking walking in the shadow of these giants and hearing them creak in the blowing wind.    

What is not seen is the massive root system for each tree.  If we could see it, we would understand why these trees 
are still standing after centuries of wind, hail, drought, and storms.  You see, below the ground there is a deep and 
expansive root system that supports, nourishes, and strengthens each tree.  

The truth that God controls history is a root system for followers of Jesus.  And the implication of this truth is 
breathtaking: Since God rules history, he can make all things work together for good in our lives.  

Including hard things?  Including trials and tribulations?  Including seasons of drought and storm?  Including the 
loss of a job or the loss of a child?  Yes.  Profoundly and mysteriously, God is an all things kind of God.  

If we live inside this reality, we will be more solid and stable than those massive cedars.  Nothing will be able to 
blow us over and we will have constant nourishment even in dry seasons because we will be consistently connected 
to reality.  God controls history and he works all things for our good.

If we live outside this reality, our lives will be like a straw house in a hurricane.  We will quickly be blown over by 
fear and uncertainty because we do not have a root system to nourish, stabilize, and strengthen.

Do you ever wonder how Mary brought Jesus into this world with such courage and confidence? 

I think it’s because she understood that her God was able to work all things for her good.  He was able to take all 
the rejection, all the criticism, all the questions of “How can a virgin be with child?” and work it all for her good.  

The good news of Christmas is that God does this for all those who love him.  

So if you love Jesus, live today like a giant cedar.  You have a massive root system supporting you.  You are rooted 
in the God of history, and those who love him are the strongest, the bravest, and the most life-giving people in the 
world.  Not because they have the inside track on what is happening in the world, but rather because they know 
that their loving Father, gracious Savior, and indwelling Holy Spirit are in control and working all things for good.  

A Moment to Reflect
What strengthens, stabilizes and nourishes you?  Is what strengthens you able to make you stand strong for hundreds of 
years?  In what ways is the truth that God rules history like a massive root system for your soul?  
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DECEMBER 9 - The Fullness of Time
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  Galatians 4:4 – 5   

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors!  Psalm 31:15  
 
God’s rule of history extends to the hours, minutes and seconds of our lives.  This means your life is moving 
forward at precisely the speed God wants it to move forward.  This also means there is plenty of time for you to 
do what you need to do.  You don’t need to rush off to the next thing.  You can linger in the relationships God has 
given.  You can create a healthy pace that moves in rhythm with the song of God’s creation.    

At times we forget this.  At times we rush around trying to cram 36 hours of activity into a day that only holds 24.  
This tends to happen when we forget that God is moving things forward and his timing is perfect.

A classic picture of God’s perfect timing is Jesus on his way to heal Jairus’ daughter.  Everyone around him was 
saying he needed to hurry along.  Jairus’ daughter wasn’t doing well.  She needed healing now, so there was no 
time to stop to be present with other people.  

But Jesus stopped.  He was present.  He took time to heal an older woman in need.  He made the effort to offer 
words of encouragement.  And did Jairus’ daughter miss out?  Was Jesus too late to rescue her?  Not at all.  At 
just the right time, Jesus came and brought healing to her.  

So if God seems to be delayed in your life, remember his timing is always perfect.  Also remember that at times 
God’s people have waited a long time for God’s perfect timing.  Abraham waited over 25 years for God to give 
him his promised son Isaac.  Moses waited eighty years before leading God’s people.  God’s people waited 
thousands of years for Jesus’ first coming.  And yet at just the right time Jesus came and died on the cross for us.

A Moment to Reflect
What are a few things you are waiting for in your life today?  What can you do in these weeks leading up to Christmas to 
deepen your trust in God’s perfect timing?    
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DECEMBER 10 - Jesus’ Family Tree
And Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 
and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah.
Matthew 1:5 – 6 
  
Christmas is typically a time to be with family.  For some people, Christmas is a yearly reminder that they were 
handed a winning ticket – they grew up in a home that was healthy.  For others, Christmas is a reminder that they 
missed out.  For them, Christmas is a yearly battle with disappointment, envy, and regret.  

The truth is families can go both ways: they can be a source of great joy and a cause of deep pain.  Jesus’ family 
tree illustrates this.  There were some bright moments to celebrate, like when Boaz rescued Ruth.1  But there were 
also some dark moments, like when David committed adultery with Bathsheba and then murdered her husband 2 
or when Judah had a one night stand with Tamar, his daughter-in-law.3 

The remarkable truth that comes into focus in looking at Jesus’ family tree is God’s generational kindness and 
faithfulness.  He took both the victories and failures of each generation and used them as part of the story of 
Jesus coming to rescue and redeem the world.  This doesn’t mean that David’s sin with Bathsheba was a good 
thing, but it does mean that one generation’s failures weren’t wasted nor did they get in the way of God keeping 
his promises to his people. 

I don’t know what you feel when you think about your own family.  But I do know this: the failures in your family will 
not be wasted nor do they get in the way of God keeping his promises to you.  

So today take a few moments and thank God for his faithfulness to you and your family.  

A Moment to Reflect
If family is a source of pain, consider what you could do this Christmas to chart a new course for you that could impact 
coming generations.  What new traditions could you put in place?  What new memories could you make either with your 
family or with friends that feel like family?

1 Ruth 2-4
2 2 Samuel 11
3 Genesis 38
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Week 2

The God of Mystery





DECEMBER 11 - the God of Mystery
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.  Isaiah 55:9   

Following God doesn’t always make a lot of sense.  God asked Noah to build a boat in the middle of a desert.  
Abraham was called by God to sacrifice his son Isaac.  God told Joshua to defeat the city of Jericho not by 
fighting, but by shouting.  And God told a virgin she would conceive a son who would save the world.

Sound crazy?  The truth is: sometimes God asks us to believe things we don’t understand, and sometimes he 
promises to do things that are seemingly impossible.  

So what do we do in these moments?  Do we trust what makes sense or do we believe what God has revealed?  

Our answer to that question will determine whether we see God do the miraculous in and through us.  In other 
words, if everything must make sense before we say yes to God, we’ll never get out of the boat to walk on water. 

So as you begin this next week leading up to Christmas, ask God to help you embrace the reality that his ways are 
higher and his thoughts are wilder.  

Paul said it like this in 1 Corinthians 2:9 - No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has 
prepared for those who love him.  

A Moment to Reflect
What is your typical response to something you don’t understand or can’t explain?  How would you respond if God came 
to you and asked you to do or believe something that doesn’t make sense?  Pray and ask God to open your eyes to the 
mysterious ways he is working around you.  
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DECEMBER 12 - The Downside of Following God
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name 
Jesus.  Matthew 1:18 - 25   

Often we think following a God whose ways are higher is exhilarating.  And I suppose sometimes that is true, but 
I think it’s also inconvenient and at times a bit annoying.  After all, there are times when we don’t understand what 
he’s doing, and if we do know what he’s up to, we’re not always sure it’s best for us.  

Consider Joseph for a moment.  Joseph was engaged to be married.  Then one day he hears that Mary is 
pregnant, but not to worry, God is in on this.  

What?  Time out!  Is this open for discussion?   

Now I realize I am not Joseph, but if I were, I would ask God to come up with another plan.  Or at the very least, 
find another virgin to bear his son.  I mean, it’s great that God wants to be with us, but couldn’t he come up with a 
less mysterious way of entering the world?    

To be frank, I don’t think Joseph sat down and wrote Joy to the World  after he got the news about Mary being 
pregnant.  In fact, Matthew tells us, the only thing Joseph was thinking about writing was a certificate of divorce.  
In other words, Joseph was troubled and concerned.

It’s interesting to notice that God didn’t immediately solve the mystery for Joseph.  He certainly could have.  God 
could have sent Gabriel to talk with Mary when Joseph was present.  Or if he couldn’t get them in the same place 
at the same time, God could have sent Gabriel to reveal the mystery to Joseph right after he talked to Mary.    

But God didn’t do this either.  Instead, he let the mystery linger.  He waited until after Joseph decided to divorce 
Mary to reveal what he was up to.  

Consider for a moment some of the unsettling emotions Joseph most likely felt during this time: doubt, anger, 
betrayal, fear, and disappointment.  Why did God allow these emotions to grow?  Why not resolve the tension or 
devise a plan with less mystery?    

I can think of only one reason: Mystery deepens our relationship with God.  It invites us to be vulnerable.  It 
creates a need to voice doubts, questions, and fears.  And in expressing these things, our relationship with God is 
strengthened.  In other words, we find God, not in the absence of mystery but by walking through it with him.  

The mystery and inconvenience of the virgin birth invites us to name the things in our lives that we don’t fully 
understand.  

So today take some time to talk with God about the things in your life and in your world that remain a mystery to 
you.
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A Moment to Reflect
What things in your life or in your world remain a mystery to you?  Are there any fears or doubts that keep you from 
living wholeheartedly?  Has God allowed something in your life that is inconvenient to you?  Have you experienced a 
deepening in your relationship with God because of this inconvenience?    
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DECEMBER 13 - The Upside of Following God 
And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a 
child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”
Genesis 17:15 – 17   

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. So 
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?”  
Genesis 18:11 – 12   

The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah conceived and 
bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called the name of 
his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he 
was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was 
born to him. And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” And she 
said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old 
age.”  Genesis 21:1 - 7  
                                                                                                                                                                                                
Hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus, God promised a man named Abraham that his descendants would be 
as numerous as the stars in the sky and that Abraham’s family would bless all the families on the earth.

That was a pretty amazing promise but it was also puzzling because Abraham and his wife Sarah didn’t have any 
children.  All they had was a well-worn prayer that God would give them a son.  But God hadn’t answered the 
prayer, and time had seemingly run out.  

You see, Abraham and Sarah were in their 90s and their bodies were as good as dead.1

So when they heard about God’s mysterious plan to give them a son, Abraham and Sarah laughed.  They laughed 
because it was good news.  They laughed because they believed.  And at times they laughed because, in light of 
what they could see, it was hard to believe God could pull the whole thing off.  

But still they believed.  And as it turns out, that was all they needed: God’s promises to bless them and their belief 
in God’s promises to them.  

So they believed and they laughed, and at just the right time God worked out his mystery.  When Abraham was 
99 years old, the same God who called the stars to fill the sky, called life back into Sarah’s womb, and nine months 
later this very old couple held their newborn son.  

The name Abraham and Sarah gave to their son captures the upside of following a God whose ways are higher 
and better.  Isaac means son of laughter.  

The point couldn’t be clearer: God brings laughter into our lives because he keeps doing things that are too good to 
be true.  

Christmas is the exclamation point to this truth.  After all, Jesus is a baby born to a virgin girl.  

1 Romans 4:19
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So when Jesus was born, the angel said: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people.2

In other words, the ultimate son of laughter has been born because he brings joy and laughter to the whole world.    

A Moment to Reflect 
Right now, all over the world, people are stringing lights, baking cookies, and enjoying this season.  They are interrupting 
ordinary life with a little laughter and celebration.  What could you do to join in?  How could you make this Christmas 
one of joy and laughter?  

2 Luke 2:10
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DECEMBER 14 - God Will Provide
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”….  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them 
together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide 
for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. When they came to 
the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac 
his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife 
to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And 
he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The 
Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”  
Genesis 22:1 – 2, 6 – 14  

The most testing times in our relationship with God come when what he asks of us is difficult to do or hard to 
understand.  In these moments, we are most tempted to rest in our own understanding and do what seems right 
in our own eyes.  And yet, following a good God whose ways are higher means in these moments of mystery we 
respond with faith and obedience.

Abraham responded like this when he went to sacrifice Isaac.  So did Joseph when he took Mary to be his wife.  
And, most profoundly, Jesus demonstrated faith and obedience when he laid down his life as a ransom for many.

As we follow Jesus there will be times when what God asks of us is hard.  After all, in the Bible there are 
commands that are difficult to follow and harder still to see how they will work out for our good.  Here are just a 
few: Forgive as you have been forgiven.  Love your enemies.  Pray for those who hurt you.  Turn the other cheek.  Give 
generously.  Serve sacrificially.

The truth that empowers faith and obedience when we stand face-to-face with the mysterious will of God is this: 
God will provide.  

He will provide a way when there is no way.  He will provide forgiveness when all we have to offer is bitterness.  He 
will deliver strength when our will is failing.  No good thing does he withhold from those who walk with him.  

How do we know that this is true?  Because God the Father reached out from heaven and gave us God the Son.  

This is the most breathtaking act of provision.  We have no greater need than a relationship with God, and God 
graciously provided.  He gave us himself.  And since God did not spare his own Son, how will he not also give us 
all things.    

This Christmas your heart may be heavy because, like Abraham, God has asked you to do something very hard.  
Or perhaps today you feel like Isaac because your questions are many.  Where is the lamb for the offering?  
Where is God in this difficult season?  Where is the strength I need for today?  

If that’s you, take heart.  Christmas is a time to remember that God provides what we need.  He provided a ram 
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for Abraham, he provided Jesus for humanity, and he will provide everything you need.  

A Moment to Reflect 
Write down ten specific ways God has provided for you today.  Even if the provision was very small, it is good to 
remember and celebrate the numerous ways God provides.  
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DECEMBER 15 - The Mystery of the Manger
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
Luke 2:6 – 7   

The mysterious message of Christmas is not that God picked a baby to save the world but that God entered the 
world as a baby to save us.  John clearly reveals this in John 1:1, 14: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God....  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.1

In other words, the God who called the planets into existence and hung the stars in place made himself small and 
came down as a baby.  And here is the part that is almost too strange to be true: God spent his first night on our 
planet in a manger. 

What a strange collection of words.  God in a manger.  You see, mangers are feeding troughs for animals.  They 
are rough, earthy, smelly, and unsafe for babies.  
 
Now keep in mind that God could have entered our world any way he wanted.  He could have entered into the 
safety of a well-furnished inn.  He could have come with pomp and circumstance in a great palace.  He could have 
found something comfier, safer, and more sanitary.  

And yet what did God choose for his first night with us?  

Here is the mystery: He chose a manger.

So the question has to be asked: What is God doing in a manger? 

The answer is breathtaking: He is identifying with us.  

In Hebrews 2:17 we are told that Jesus had to be made like us in every respect.  So Jesus had to experience the 
harsh realities of this life.  And it seems from Jesus’ first night that God is intent on facing all the roughness this 
world has to offer.

So Jesus set aside the riches of heaven to be born on a dirt floor in the presence of a wearied mom and a 
bewildered dad.  And then he was placed, not in a comfortable crib with a warm blanket, but in a rough, cold, 
germ-filled manger.  

Why?  Because life on this sin-stained planet isn’t comfy or safe.  It is often cold, harsh, fragile and, at times, 
dangerous.  

Yes, there are days when we don’t face disease, sickness, and death.  Yes, there are good moments when we soar 
above selfishness and sin.  But still there are moments when tragedy hits.  When our failures take the wind from 
our sails.  When a loved one gets sick.  And we are reminded that life is more like a manger than a comfy crib.  

So how do we keep our heads when faced with the harsh realities of this life?  We remember the mystery of the 
manger: This newborn baby in the filthy feeding bowl is Immanuel, God with Us. 
 

1 John 1:1, 14
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And from the manger God communicates something significant: I understand your problems and your pain.  I know 
what it’s like to be unsafe.  I, too, have experienced the harshness of life.  And I have come to save you. 

A Moment to Reflect  
What does it mean to you that God came in the form of a baby and spent his first night in a manger?  How does your 
perspective on life change when you remember the mystery that God is with you?  
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DECEMBER 16 - the Profound Mystery of Christmas
You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin….  Whoever makes a practice of 
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the works of the devil.  1 John 3:5, 8    

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.  2 Corinthians 5:21   

After spending his first night in a rough, unsafe, wooden manger, Jesus spent the next 33 years of his life facing 
the harsh realities of life.  He was poor.  He had no place to lay his head.  He was misunderstood by his family.  He 
was betrayed by his friends.  He was abused by his enemies.  And then he laid himself down once more on another 
rough, unsafe piece of wood.  But this time not in birth but in death.  

You see, the manger points us to the cross, and on the cross Jesus died for you.  

This is a great mystery because Jesus is the creator and sustainer of this world.  He is the second member of the 
Trinity.  Completely and eternally God.  As a man, Jesus walked in perfect obedience to the Father and yet he was 
condemned and crucified.

Why?  

The answers to this question are as mysterious as his death.  Jesus died to rescue us from God’s wrath.  Jesus died 
to make us holy, blameless, and perfect.  Jesus died to free us from Satan, sin, and death.  Jesus died so that we 
might live.  

Do you see what this means?  Jesus’ coming is shockingly personal.  God loves you.  

This is perhaps the most profound mystery of Christmas and at times it can be overshadowed by the 
sentimentality of the season.  

Don’t let that happen to you this year.  Make Christmas more than cookies and candles and songs about a 
silent night.  There is nothing wrong with these things, but remember to leave some space to make it all deeply 
personal. 

Jesus came to take away your sin.  Jesus came so that you might belong to him.  Jesus was born to enable you 
to live by faith.  Jesus died for the forgiveness of your sins.  Jesus rose to secure your resurrection from the dead.  
God loves you.  

Christmas isn’t sentimental, nor is it abstract or impersonal.  Christmas is about your forgiveness.  Your ransom.  
Your conflict with Satan.  Your victory over sin.  Jesus came for you.   

A Moment to Reflect
Today spend a few moments asking Jesus to reveal himself personally to you.  To do this, take a few moments to become 
quiet.  Let go of any worry and remind yourself that God loves you and that Jesus came to save you.  When your soul 
becomes quiet, ask Jesus if there is a personal word that he wants to speak to you.  Don’t move past this question too 
quickly.  Be still, listen, and allow Jesus to speak personally to you.  Write down what Jesus says to you and leave it in a 
visible place so that you see it during this Christmas season.  
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DECEMBER 17 - the Mystery of Grace
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8   

Christmas always reminds me of the mystery of grace.  After all, we didn’t earn the coming of Jesus.  None of us 
so impressed God with our good behavior that he had to send Jesus.  

And yet the central message of the Bible is that God so loved the world that he sent his only son.  That message 
drips with grace.  God seemingly can’t help hugging prodigals and welcoming us home.  What a good message to 
hear!  What a deep mystery to believe!    

Sadly, grace is something many of us miss.  Sure, we may be saved by it, but often we don’t live in light of it.  

Perhaps this happens because we misunderstand grace, which is understandable because grace is a mystery.  It 
goes against our natural instincts.  How could an offended God embrace his enemies?  How could a Sovereign 
King give his life for rebels?  

When we lose sight of grace we begin to fear that God’s love will one day run out – that our sin will become 
greater than our Savior – that we will finally write a check too big to be covered by God’s kindness in Jesus.  

But this isn’t true.  Grace is better than we know and more than we can hold.  Just as we won’t drain the ocean with 
a thimble, we won’t drain the vastness of grace within our lifetime - or any lifetime, for that matter.  

So here is how grace works:  God offers us the gift of his love.  It comes with no strings attached and we do not 
have to be good enough to receive it.  As a matter of fact, if God gives us his love by grace, it means we aren’t 
good enough and God isn’t waiting for that to change.  If he were, his message wouldn’t be a message of grace.  

So what do we do?  Like a baseball catcher receiving the ball from a pitcher, we open our heart and receive what 
God gives.  This is what it means to be saved by grace through faith.  This is what it means to believe in Jesus and 
receive eternal life.  And Christmas says, in no uncertain terms, that God has made the first move.  The pitch has 
been thrown.      

So here is the question: Will you open up your heart?  Will you believe?  Will you receive God’s grace?  Or will you 
let it pass you by?  

A Moment to Reflect
Take some uninterrupted time to thank God for his grace.  Is there an area of your life that you haven’t allowed his grace 
to penetrate?  Do you carry needless shame because you refuse to receive God’s grace?  My prayer is that in receiving 
God’s grace you are set free to fully enjoy this season.      
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Week 3

The God of Humility





DECEMBER 18 - the God of Humility
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.  Luke 2:1 – 7   

Imagine for a moment what Jesus gave up when he took on flesh and dwelt among us.  The riches of heaven were 
his.  He enjoyed unending fellowship with the Father and the Spirit.  Glory, honor, dominion, and power belonged 
to him.  

And yet he did not hold onto these things.  Instead, he laid them down.  He humbled himself.  He became a 
servant.  Obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

None of this was forced upon him.  Christmas isn’t the story of a reluctant savior.  Jesus humbled himself freely 
and full of joy.  

Don’t rush past this reality.  The implication of Jesus’ glad humility is life-giving if you stop to see it.  

Jesus’ humility means God wants to be with us.  He wants to bless us.  He wants us to experience grace upon 
grace.  And the only way God could fulfill this dream was for Jesus, the second member of the Trinity, to lay down 
his life for us.  So for the joy that was set before him Jesus endured the cross.1

 
My prayer for you this Christmas is that you would know in your heart that God wants to be with you.  

Roughly two thousand years have passed since Jesus humbled himself and was born as a baby, but God is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.  What he wanted then is what he still wants today.  He wants to be with you.  
He wants to bless you.  So he humbled himself and came to save you.  

If you will humbly believe this, you will receive the blessing of Christmas, the presence of Jesus in your life today.   

A Moment to Reflect
Do you realize it brings God joy to be with you?  What can you do in this season to be with the God who loves you and 
humbled himself to save you?  

1 Hebrews 12:2
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DECEMBER 19 - He Came to Serve
The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.  Mark 10:45  
 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Philippians 2:5 – 8   

The story of our culture is one of upward mobility.  We want to upgrade everything, as soon as possible, as quick 
as possible.  We want to upgrade our starter home to a custom home with a little acreage and a view.  We want to 
move higher up in our company, so that we have a higher income with higher perks and privileges.  We want the 
fastest, the newest, and the largest.  This is our culture’s story.  

The Christmas story is radically different.  It is the story of downward mobility.  It is about how Jesus humbled 
himself and set aside his divine privileges.  It is about Jesus laying down his life as a ransom for many.  

In other words, Jesus didn’t come from heaven to earth to boss people around.  Nor did he come to hustle and 
manipulate his way to the top.  Instead Jesus came to serve.  

Don’t miss this.  This is the heart of the Christmas story.  This is what sets the Christian faith apart from all other 
religions.  Our God hasn’t asked us to serve him.  

Our God is full and self-sufficient.  His power, grace, life, and goodness are overflowing in abundance. And out 
of his fullness he stoops to serve.  So he washes feet, heals the sick, encourages the weak, feeds the hungry, and 
helps those in need.  

This is good news because we don’t need an upgrade; we need a humble savior.  And Jesus came down to give us 
what we need.  

So what does Jesus ask of us?  He asks us to allow him to serve us and he asks us to join him in serving other 
people.  

This, by the way, is where true peace is found.  

Peace isn’t found in our constant upgrading.  If it were, our culture would be settled and satisfied.  But it’s not, 
because the story of upward mobility doesn’t end with peace.  It ends with striving for more.  

So where is peace found?  In being served by Jesus and in joining Jesus to serve others. 

A Moment to Reflect
In what ways do you need Jesus to serve you?  Consider Philippians 2:5 – 11.  How does Jesus’ life of humble service 
challenge and change some of your dreams and ambitions?    
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DECEMBER 20 - Okay With the Mess
He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  Philippians 1:6  
 
One way Jesus humbly serves is by remaking us from the inside out and being patient until the work is finished.  I 
once thought this remaking work would be wrapped up in a few weeks.  So I was always a bit ashamed when things 
in my life were less than perfect.  Then Liz and I remodeled our kitchen and in the process I learned an important 
lesson.  

Remodeling our kitchen was a massive project, partly because I had never used power tools before and partly 
because we were taking out walls and putting in new fixtures.  

My friend Rod Brown drove out from Minnesota to help, and I’m so glad that he did.  For starters, he flips 
houses in his spare time, so he knows his way through a remolding project.  But mainly, I was glad he was there to 
encourage me.  

You see, about halfway through the project, I was certain I had destroyed my kitchen.  It looked like a bomb 
went off.  Like one big mistake.  Huge holes in the drywall.  Dangling electrical wires.  Dust everywhere.  I was so 
overwhelmed by the mess and so fearful my house was beyond repair that I stopped functioning.  I just stood in 
the middle of the mess wishing it would go away.   

Rod isn’t what I’d call a sensitive man, but he noticed I wasn’t doing well.  So he called a five minute break, handed 
me a can of Country Time Lemonade and said, “Charlie, you’ve got to learn to be okay with the mess.  It’s just part 
of the project and I’m not leaving until it’s done.”  

Those words weren’t just what I needed to hear about my kitchen.  They were words for my soul.  

Up to that point, I thought God wasn’t okay with the mess.  That everything in my life needed to be neat and tidy.  
That the holes in my character frightened him deeply.  That sometimes he wondered if starting a work in me was 
just one big mistake.  

But Rod’s words shifted something in my soul.  They helped me to see that my life is a remodel project and for the 
time being, God doesn’t have a problem with the mess.  Sure, dust is everywhere.  Sure, sometimes he removes 
some drywall and exposes things I’d rather not face.  But God isn’t overwhelmed.  He’s too busy taking out the old 
things and bringing in the new.  

Christmas reveals this truth in such a clear way.  After all, the story of Christmas is about a humble God who cares 
about the mess we are in.  So Jesus comes as a humble servant and his humility means he’s patient as he works to 
renew and remake.  

So now I am practicing letting myself be a work in progress, believing Jesus notices all the things about me that 
need to be redone; and yet he loves me anyway and is okay with the mess because he is remaking me from the 
inside out.           

A Moment to Reflect
Christmas reveals that God isn’t looking for perfection.  He’s looking for humble people who will trust him to do a work in 
and through them.  So today, sit for a moment and let yourself rest in the reality that God isn’t overwhelmed by the mess.  
He loves you wholly.  And he will finish his good work in you.  
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DECEMBER 21 - Words of Life
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 
  
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is 
necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”  Mark 10:41 – 42  
 
Another way Jesus humbly serves us is by speaking words of life to us.  To a woman at a well he offered living 
water.  To his young disciples he spoke correction.  To a grieving sister came words of hope.  To a demon-
possessed man he spoke deliverance.  To a dead girl he commanded life.  To a blind man he called for sight.  To a 
lame man he said take up your mat and walk.  And to a condemned criminal Jesus promised paradise and offered 
his grace.

Christmas is a season to stop and listen.  It is a time when we remember that God wants to be with us.  He 
humbled himself to serve us and he is speaking words of blessing, life, and correction to us.  He is full of grace and 
truth.

Sadly, in the rush of planning and purchasing Christmas, we can drown out his voice.  We can shush him while 
whooshing off to accomplish one more seemingly necessary thing.

But only one thing is necessary: Listening to our Savior and allowing his words to birth hope, peace, joy, and 
repentance in us.

My prayer this Christmas is a simple one.  I pray that you would understand the transforming power of stillness 
before Jesus.  That you would courageously carve out space to be with him.  That you would still yourself in this 
wild season and hear from the one who loves you and speaks words of life to you.

Stillness before Jesus is an act of faith because it is a tangible expression that we believe Jesus speaks today and 
we want to hear his voice.            

A Moment to Reflect
Take a moment today to allow Jesus to speak to you.  Be still and listen.  Jot down what you hear.  Meditate on it 
throughout the day.  Then courageously share what Jesus has said to you with someone you love.  
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DECEMBER 22 - He is Available
Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.  Mark 10:14  
 
One of the clearest pictures of Jesus’ humility is in the way he made himself available, not in a theoretical kind of 
way, but in a real way that welcomed interruptions, made room for strangers and said yes to people who wanted 
things from him.

And for the record, there were a lot of people who wanted things from Jesus.  Here’s the short list: blind men, 
grieving sisters, greedy tax collectors, hurting women, sick children, confused disciples, disgruntled lawyers, angry 
Pharisees, demon-possessed madmen, condemned criminals, scared followers, needy parents, squirming babies.

To all these and hundreds of others, Jesus made himself available.  Sure, there were moments when he drew 
back to spend time with his Heavenly Father, but most of the time Jesus was out healing the sick, washing feet, 
answering questions, feeding the hungry, calming storms, casting out demons, and blessing children.

He didn’t consider himself too busy to be bothered by a woman caught in adultery.  He didn’t get overwhelmed 
when a desperate dad needed help or kids wanted some time or when a crowd showed up without lunch.  

Instead, Jesus was available.  He was truly and deeply present.  He wandered and he blessed.  He noticed needs 
and stepped forward to meet them.  He stopped to tell stories.  He lived his whole life with an inner ear to the 
Spirit’s whisper: Listen to her.  Eat with them.  Play with those kids.  Draw in the sand.  Walk to that tree.  Rest at this 
well. Look at the birds.  Notice the flowers.  Give them something to eat.    

And as he made himself available, his life became bigger and bigger.  It took on more meaning as more people 
were served.    
 
Jesus calls us to be like him.  This is exhilarating but also a bit scary. It’s exhilarating because being available means 
we are in on God’s movement in this world.  We get to live awake to what he’s up to.  We are storm chasers, 
watching where the Spirit is blowing.  We are feet washers and storytellers.  This is exhilarating and meaningful 
work.

But it’s also exhausting and a bit scary because being available means we say yes to interruptions and surprises.  
We hold our days loosely because God may have another plan. And while I don’t particularly like interruptions, I’m 
also learning there isn’t another way to become available than to welcome them.

And so, slowly, I’m learning my life doesn’t consist of the plans I put together.  Instead, life consists of the love I 
receive from God and the love I give away to other people.
  
I’m making myself more available these days, and in this I’m finding my life is becoming more meaningful.  I don’t 
think this is a coincidence because Jesus’ humble life continues to be the most meaningful life ever lived.  

And because he continues to live today, he invites us to trust him.  To be available like him and to experience 
meaning in our lives today as we humbly give our lives away.  

A Moment to Reflect
What can you do in this season in order to be fully and deeply present with the people around you?
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DECEMBER 23 - You’re Not Bothering God
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 
casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  1 Peter 5:6 – 7   

Sometimes we are tempted to think that we are bothering God.  That he is too busy to hear what we are going 
through.  That what we face is too small to warrant his care and attention.  

Christmas says this kind of thinking is nonsense.  God humbled himself to be with us.  This means he wants us 
to cast our cares on him.  He wants us to boldly approach the throne of grace.  He wants us to come to him like 
a child comes to a good father.  Freely.  Frequently.  Fearlessly.  When we are worried.  When we are happy.  In 
seasons of want and in seasons of plenty.      

Really, the only thing that bothers God is our not coming.  Because not coming shows that we have forgotten his 
heart or we have forgotten our need.  

A Moment to Reflect
When was a time in your life when you talked with God freely, frequently, and fearlessly?  What keeps you from talking 
to God like this?  

32



DECEMBER 24 - Learn From Me
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.  Matthew 11:29  

During the Christmas season, followers of Jesus commit to learning the ways of their Savior.  

The ways of Jesus are never brash or detached from relationship.  His ways are personal and unassuming.  He is 
gentle and lowly in heart.  He is slow to anger and abounding in love.  He is with us and for us.  Incarnate.  Flesh 
and blood.  Bread and wine.  Relational.  Local.  In a phrase: Jesus is humble.  

Jesus invites us to learn from him.  This means we cannot remove ourselves from pursuing humility in our homes, 
hearts, relationships, and workplaces.  

It is, of course, tempting to do this, because humility seldom appears to be the best or most efficient way forward.  
It seems like humility gets in the way of progress and slows things down.  Humble people often appear weak and 
dismissible.     

And so, the Jesus way is often out of step and unwanted in the world today.  What most people want is bold 
leaders who walk into a fight, gutsy people who say it like it is, slogans that are easy to remember, and pragmatic 
principles that promise a successful career, marriage, family, business, church, country, or whatever you happen to 
want in your life today.  

Jesus offers another way forward.  A way that is not imposed or clearly mapped out.  A way that requires abiding 
in him and learning from him.  A way that includes watching, waiting, suffering, praying, and working with him.  A 
way that finds us hungering for righteousness, turning the other cheek, talking to an unseen God, and blessing our 
enemies.

I realize that, at first glance, Jesus’ way seems like a waste of time.  But it is the only way Jesus offers to those who 
follow him.  So continue to humbly walk with Jesus, learn from him, and allow him to gradually, incrementally, and 
mysteriously change you into his likeness.  

A Moment to Reflect
Contemplate Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:29.  What is he trying to teach you during this Christmas season?  
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Week 4

The God of Good News





DECEMBER 25 - the God of Good News
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  Luke 2:8 - 14  

The Bible reveals a good God who blesses his entire creation.1   So when Jesus was born, an angel appeared to 
shepherds and said: Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people.

The good news was, of course, the coming of Jesus, because Jesus’ birth was God’s great declaration that he was 
keeping his promises.  He would forgive.  He would bless.  He would love, heal, and restore this world broken by 
our sin.

And the good news was of great joy because it is for all people.  Don’t miss this.  The good news is for all people.  

This means Jesus came for Jews and Greeks.  Men and women.  Republicans and Democrats.  The old and the 
young.  The single, the married, the divorced, and the widowed.

He came for the rooted and the wanderer.  The faithful and the faithless.  The mother who makes child rearing 
look easy and the mother who snarls at the back row in her minivan. 

Jesus came for the athletes and the losers.  The writers, the cheaters, and the worship leaders.  

He came for the abused and the abusers.  The all-natural, gluten-free, vegan crusader and the leave-me-alone-so-
I-can-enjoy-my-hamburger-and-Cheetos snarfer.  

Jesus loves mansion dwellers and double-wide owners.  The shamed and the broken.  The sexually promiscuous, 
and the sexually self-righteous.  The people living in North America, South America, Africa, Asia, Australia, 
Europe, and that cold continent called Antarctica.  

He came for the womb dwellers.  The disabled.  The dysfunctional.  The immigrant and stranger.   The white-
shirted Mormon missionary.  The black-dressed Amish girl in a horse-drawn buggy.  The inmate robed in an 
orange jump suit.  The Muslim in her purple hijab.  And the conservative Christian in his nicely pressed Sunday 
best.  

The good news of Jesus is for all people because Christmas says in no uncertain terms that God has not set a 
small table and only invited a certain type of person to know him.  There is no us and them in the Christmas story.  
There is just one good Father, sending his only Son to save all people.  

When we miss this reality, we make the mistake of believing that only a few people have a corner on the market 
of Jesus, the Bible, theology, and the story of grace.  This isn’t to say that every opinion about these things is true, 
but it is to say that no one is excluded from knowing the truth and being changed by it.  

God is an expansive God.  In his grace, he set a big table.  And in his mercy, he invites all people to experience 

1 Psalm 145:9, 16
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and express his love in Jesus.

In light of the reality that the good news of Jesus is for all people, I thought it would be enriching to have different 
people write this final week in the devotional.  So I have asked some of the people who share their life with me 
to share their perspectives on the good news of Jesus.  I trust you will be encouraged and strengthened by their 
insights.       

A Moment to Reflect
Meditate on the angel’s message of good news of great joy for all people.  What keeps you from loving every kind of 
person whom Jesus loves?  How does the Christmas message of God’s far-reaching love broaden the limits of your love 
and open up your heart to other people?
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DECEMBER 26 - The First Evangelist1 
The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above 
all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise his heel.”   Genesis 3:14 – 15   

The 3rd chapter of Genesis contains both tragedy and triumph - bad news and good news. In terms of the 
tragedy, we see humanity plunging itself into rebellion against God in at least three ways:

1. Rather than guarding and keeping the paradise of God, Adam and Eve allowed God’s enemy to take refuge 
within it.

 
2. Rather than taking a stand against God’s enemy, Adam and Eve sided with him.
 
3. Rather than gladly submitting to God’s law, Adam and Eve sought to create and live by their own law. 

The tragedy of Genesis 3 is that Adam and Eve rebelled against God and thus alienated themselves from him!  
They justly deserved death!  But the story doesn’t end there. 

Instead of the Bible being a very short story of sin and judgment, it is a story of God’s loving triumph over our 
rebellion and sin!  This triumph begins to unfold in Genesis 3.  

In the first part of Genesis 3 “no one sought after God,” but God proves himself to be a loving, missionary Father, 
who seeks after his own!  

And so as Adam and Eve hid in the darkness of the tangled underbrush, God came to them! And God didn’t 
come to Adam and Eve as an angry judge, eager to condemn!  He came rather with good news of great joy.  

God’s good news is proclaimed in verse 15, where he promised that there would be born from this woman an 
offspring who would one day crush the head of Satan and bring this cosmic rebellion to an end. 

The offspring was Jesus who crushed the head of Satan through his own death and subsequent resurrection.  And 
it is through this offspring that God makes his appeal to all people everywhere to come out from their hiding so as 
to be reconciled to him. 

So the question we must ask ourselves in light of Genesis 3 is the same that God asked Adam and Eve right after 
they sinned, “Where are you?” 

And so today I wonder, have you stepped out of the darkness into God’s marvelous light, so as to be reconciled to 
him through faith in Jesus? If not, what are you waiting for?   

A Moment to Reflect
Are there any areas of your life where you are in active rebellion against God? Are there any areas of your life that you 
would prefer to keep in the dark? In what ways does this first gospel apply to these areas? What does it mean to you to 
come out into the open with God?

1 By Steve Baumgaertner
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December 27 - Good News for the Shamed1

I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my 
great army, which I sent among you. “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord 
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall 
know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God and there is none else. And my people 
shall never again be put to shame.  Joel 2:25 - 27   

There aren’t many things worse than feeling shame.  Whether it’s caused by guilt for doing something wrong, by 
embarrassment for making a mistake, or by having something hurtful done to us, the feeling of shame is terrible.  
It is one of the most painful emotions there is, so almost invariably we try to hide it. 

In the Prophet Joel’s time, the kingdom of Judah experienced a series of crushing military defeats.  Joel described 
these defeats as locusts, destroying all the crops and hopes for the future.  These defeats were part of God’s 
discipline for his people’s disobedience and they brought great pain and humiliation.  
 
Yet, even with the humiliation of those defeats, God promised to never let his people be ashamed again.  And 
even more, God promised to restore what was taken away.  

A few years ago, my wife had an affair.  I was so ashamed of what happened, even though I hadn’t done anything 
wrong.  I felt like the worst husband in the world - that if anyone ever found out, I’d never be able to show my face 
again. 

So I told no one.  I kept it hidden.  

The toxicity of my hidden shame drove me to a point of despair where I nearly took my life.

In this low point, I realized I needed to share my hurt, shame, and embarrassment with others.  So I finally started 
sharing what had happened, and it was this act of transparency that God used to set me free from the shame. 

Still, my marriage ended in divorce and I found myself poor, single, and hurting.  To use Joel’s language, the 
locusts ate everything and left me with nothing.  In this season the temptation to hide my shame was so strong.  

Thankfully, in that same time, a friend told me about kintsugi, the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery. 

When a plate or bowl is broken, it isn’t thrown away and replaced.  Instead, the Japanese use a special lacquer 
infused with gold dust to repair the broken pieces.  What was broken and unusable becomes whole once more and 
even more precious than before. 

The art of kintsugi comes from the philosophy that the breaking and repair of an object is part of its history and 
should be highlighted rather than hidden.  It shows the care of the artist for his possessions as well as his skill.  

Like the kintsugi artist, God heals our brokenness, and puts his gold in those fractures pieces – taking away our 
shame and making us more beautiful than before. 

The Lord did this for his people during the time of Joel.  He is doing this in my life today.  And he will do this in 
your life, if you will trust him.  This, after all, is why Jesus came.  To bring good news.  To remove our shame.  

1 By Matt Fuller
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A Moment to Reflect
What causes you to feel shame?  Have you shared this with others?  Do you believe that Jesus came to restore what is 
broken in your life and remove your shame?  
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DECEMBER 28 - Good News for the Needy1

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he 
opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”   Matthew 5:1 - 6 
 
Matthew 5 marks the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  Up to this point, Jesus has been busy calling 
his disciples, healing the sick, and ministering to great crowds of people.  Now Jesus sits down to teach us what it 
looks like to align our lives to his ways of living.  

I love how Jesus starts his sermon.  He tells us that it is good to be at the end of our own rope and resources.  
He says those who are humble before God will inherit the earth.  Then he says those who live with a constant 
recognition of their neediness for God will be satisfied.

In short, Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount by declaring neediness to be a blessed state to be in.  

Jesus goes as far as to say that those who are poor in spirit, meek, and spiritually hungry are blessed.  

Blessed means happiness and a form of congratulations.2    Essentially, Jesus says “Woo Hoo! Yeah! And congrats 
to those who recognize they don’t have it all together.  Way to go to those who realize they need me more than 
anything!”  

One of my favorite things in life, and especially during the Christmas season, is gathering friends and family 
around our big, worn out table.  None of the chairs match and that’s okay with me.  I love my mismatched chairs.  
They remind me of the people who sit around my table.  

Each time people gather around my table, I put together a question to spark conversation.  Sometimes the 
conversation is light but at other times it takes a more personal turn.

I love it when this happens.  As a matter of fact, one of my favorite times around the table is when someone has 
the courage to express neediness.  When someone says, I’m feeling lonely today. I’m struggling with depression 
again. I’m confused about what to do next. I am frustrated about my job. I need prayer.  

These moments make all the time and preparation I put into creating a meal and opening my home worth it.  I’ve 
provided a space for someone to share their needs and now I get the privilege of walking alongside them, praying 
for them, and watching God meet their needs. 

Here is some really good news for us this Christmas: The coming of Jesus is God’s way of opening up his home and 
inviting his mismatched, needy children to sit down at his table.  

And his heart for our neediness is huge.  So huge that he calls us to be poor in spirit.  To express our longings to 
him. To share our needs with other people.  To live hungry, poor, and humble.  

And his promise to the poor in spirit is where the good news becomes full of great joy.  The kingdom of heaven 
belongs to them.  In other words, those who live with a constant hunger for Jesus will be blessed.  They will 

1 By Elizabeth Sandberg
2 New Illustrated Bible Commentary by Earl Radmacher, Ronald B. Allen, H. Wayne House
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experience Jesus’ coming kingdom and Jesus himself will satisfy their longings.  He will fill the needy soul with 
goodness.3   This is good news of great joy!  

A Moment to Reflect
Spend a few minutes today writing down or shouting out all your needs, big and small, to God. 

3 Psalm 107:9
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DECEMBER 29 - Good News for the Barren1

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he 
had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before 
God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years….  After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and 
for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on 
me, to take away my reproach among people.”  Luke 1:5 – 7, 24 – 25  

Zechariah and Elizabeth were both righteous before God and walked blamelessly in His commandments.  
Zechariah was a priest, a position of esteem.  Elizabeth was descended from the prestigious line of Aaron.  They 
were good, God-honoring people.  But Elizabeth and Zechariah had a nagging problem that followed them 
around all the days of their marriage.  Elizabeth was barren.  Not only that, but at this point she was “advanced in 
years,” well past her prime childbearing years. 

There is no doubt in my mind that Elizabeth and Zechariah experienced an unspeakable amount of pain due 
to their childlessness.  They experienced heartache month after month.  They cried tears of desperation.  They 
experienced judgment from their peers and social stigma.  They questioned if God heard their prayers, if he still 
loved them.  They prayed routinely for a miracle that never seemed to come. 

I can safely assume all these things because I walk in Zechariah and Elizabeth’s footsteps.  Barrenness is part of my 
story and I can tell you infertility is as painful today as it was 2,000 plus years ago.

Zechariah and Elizabeth’s pain stemmed from a deep longing that went unfulfilled.  This pain is not unique 
to infertility; it can come from any season of long-suffering or where prayers seem to go unanswered.  Illness.  
Job loss.  Chronic pain.  A broken family.  A broken marriage.  Singleness.  Infertility.  Anxiety.  Loneliness.  A 
wayward child.  Bereavement.  Poverty.  Depression.  These things can grab hold of us and seemingly never let go, 
regardless of how many years we pray.

God answered Zechariah and Elizabeth’s prayers in a miraculous way after decades of waiting and praying.  Not 
only did Elizabeth become pregnant, but her son was John the Baptist, the forerunner for the Messiah!  The 
nation of Israel had waited centuries for the coming of the Messiah, and God chose Elizabeth and Zechariah to be 
a part of this historical event.

I don’t know if God will intervene for me miraculously, like he did for Elizabeth and Zechariah, but I do know this 
good news: He sees our barrenness.  He notices those who struggle.  He is near to those who hurt.  Our God has 
deep compassion for the brokenhearted and for those who persevere in patience and prayer. 

Jesus Christ, the one John the Baptist came to prepare the way for, said “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 2  Even if our circumstances never change, we can rest assured that we are still blessed and 
we serve a good God who loves us deeply.  Not only that, but Jesus himself is right there next to us, providing the 
comfort, love, encouragement, and hope we need to continue pressing forward.

A Moment to Reflect
Have you ever waited for something that never seemed to come or experienced a season of barrenness in an area of your 
life?  If you are currently in that season, know that you serve a faithful God who sees your pain and will never stop loving 
you, regardless of whether or not your circumstances change.

1 By Becky Young
2 Matthew 5:3
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DECEMBER 30 - Good News for the Stranger1

“When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the stranger who 
sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.  Leviticus 19:33 – 34   

We’ve all felt the stinging silence of being a stranger in a crowded room.  The brick in the belly when everyone 
knows each name but yours.  The sideways stares that accompany a visit to a foreign place.

Jesus wore the stranger suit his entire life.  From his birth he was displaced.  His family didn’t even have a room for 
him as his first night on earth was spent in a manger.  Shortly after, he was forced to flee to Egypt and live in exile.  
Throughout his ministry Jesus traveled from village to village and town to town where he frequently was met with 
disdain.  Often people pleaded with him to go away and leave them alone.

There are places where you can expect to feel like a stranger: moving to a new town, starting a new job, or visiting 
a foreign country.  My wife and I experienced this as we visited our friends in Mexico City several years ago.  One 
day we were sitting alone in a town square.  The sight of a tall, blue-eyed man with a fair-skinned, red-headed 
woman drew a lot of stares - we stuck out like sore thumbs!  While uncomfortable, that is a reasonable feeling to 
experience while abroad. 

Where Jesus never intended people to feel the lonely isolation of being the outsider is inside the church.  The 
church is supposed to be welcoming of everyone, always, regardless of who you are, what you have done, or where 
you come from.

Unfortunately, sometimes the church can be the worst culprit.  I attended a church for years that was less than 
welcoming.  Members always had a way of making us feel like the newbies who didn’t quite fit, even after being 
there for nearly a decade. 

On our first visit to Faith one year ago, we found the Welcome Team to be welcoming, of all things!  What a 
wonderful feeling to be greeted at the door by a friendly face.  Within the first few weeks, we had met kind people 
and we were warmly embraced by our small group.  We were still strangers to Faith, but we felt welcomed and at 
home immediately.

That’s what Jesus wants from us and so he said to his disciples, “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and 
anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”2

Be it at church, work, school, or in your neighborhood, be welcoming to all.  Extend a hand to the outsiders, the 
misfits, the refugees, the immigrants.  Embrace the new people, the loners, the people who don’t look like you, the 
strangers.  As today’s passage says, we should love them and treat them all as if they were natives among us.

A Moment to Reflect
Have you ever felt like an outsider? What was that experience like for you? What is the most challenging aspect of 
helping others feel welcome? How can you help strangers among you to feel welcomed and embraced?

1 By David Young
2 Matthew 10:40
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DECEMBER 31 - The Good News Isn’t Finished1

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  And he said to me, “It 
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of 
the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he 
will be my son.  Revelation 21:3 – 7    

Christmas is a time for remembering Jesus’ first coming and longing for him to come again.  For when he comes 
again, he will finish the work of redemption.    

In a cave on the island of Patmos, Jesus gave a vision of that great day to John, his ninety-something year old 
apostle.  In the vision, Jesus showed himself in all his splendor and promised that one day his work in this world 
would be finished.  One day there would be no more tears; all would be made new. 

My mind’s eye sees John as an old man with hunched shoulders, long white hair, a scraggly beard, missing teeth, 
wrinkled forehead, and tears that trickle from cataract-clouded eyes.  I imagine John crying for joy after hearing 
from his Savior that he, along with everything else, is being made new. 

I think of the pain of aging being magnified by lack of modern medicine in John’s day – how he must have 
shuffled slowly around the island as he did his tasks of daily life.  I see John longing for his young man’s body, free 
of aches and pains, wishing for the legs that once beat his friend Peter in a race to Jesus’ empty tomb.2 

I imagine John being somewhat lonely on the island of Patmos, so far away from his friends and the churches he 
helped plant.  And then he hears the words of his Savior: I will wipe away tears.

And then John sees the place where he will feel as good as he did in his young man’s body, the place where there’s 
no more sadness or suffering.  The place where he is with Jesus and his friends again.  

This must have been a compelling vision.  All things made new.   

Yet, what Jesus said to John was that he is making things new.  In other words, it is still in process and has been in 
process.  It is not a promise of something in the future, it is happening right now.  It’s already, but not yet. 

In hearing this, I wonder if John thought of how he was being transformed. Did he think about where he had once 
been, like when he asked Jesus’ permission to call down fire on a village for not welcoming them,3 and how far he 
had come in embracing and extending God’s love for the world?  Yet still he needed God’s transforming grace to 
work in his life and in his world.  

In my own journey with God, I see how far I have come in the past fifteen years.  I have grown immensely in 
generosity and compassion, giving sacrificially to those around me.  I have seen God’s power and have grown in 
trusting him.  And yet, I notice some of the same sinful habits continuing to hamper me.  And at times I wonder if 
I will ever get past those things. I wonder if I’ll ever be exactly the person I want to be.

1 By Matt Fuller
2 John 20:3-5
3 Luke 9:52-54
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Wesley Hill once wrote: “Be patient with all that is unresolved in your heart.”4

Why?  Because we are already cleansed by Jesus’ blood, but we are not yet like him.  And yet Jesus promises to 
continue his work until the tears are gone, the suffering is over, and all things are made new. 

This is what John saw on the Island of Patmos, and this is good news of great joy for all people!

A Moment to Reflect
Consider Jesus’ promise that he is making all things new.  What needs to be made new in your life?  Pray that Jesus 
would return soon to finish his good work in this world.  

4 Washed and Waiting by Wesley Hill
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