
How To Be Rich
Learning to Live in Light of God's Generosity 

Money is a good gift from God that you can turn for evil or for good.... In other words, money 
becomes a moral issue because of the rightness or wrongness of what you pursue with this gift. You 
can pursue good, and you can pursue evil. You can use it to show that you value money more than 

Christ. Or you can use it to show that you value Christ more than money. 

John Piper

Let’s start here: God created money.  It is part of his plan for human flourishing.  It is one of the tools he has given so 
that we might enjoy life, bless other people, and show that we value Jesus.  In other words, money is very good.    

Now let’s be honest.  Money is also really dangerous.  It can create a craving in us for more.  It can lead to a false sense 
of security.  Money can cause us to shift our confidence away from God.  Money can make us self-reliant, proud, and 
selfish.  Jesus wasn’t kidding when he said that it was difficult for a rich man to enter heaven.1   And his parable about 
riches keeping God’s word from taking root and bearing fruit2 isn’t just an interesting story; it happens all the time.  

Okay, now let’s be really honest.  We are the richest people in human history.  I recognize you may not feel wealthy, 
but the average American earns more than 96 percent of the world’s population.3 So if you earn more than $37,000 
a year, you are in the top 4 percent of the world’s wage earners and, regardless of where you stand economically, you 
live in one of the wealthiest countries in the world, with an abundance of freedom and opportunity that is handed to 
you.  In other words, you are rich.  

I don’t point this out to make anyone feel guilty.  I point this out to highlight how much God has given.  God has richly 
provided.  We should celebrate this reality.  We should be grateful and enjoy his generosity.  We should also ask a very 
important question: What is God’s plan for the rich in this present age?  

This is an important question to ponder, not only because God has a plan, but also because handling money is like 
handling a fire.  If handled appropriately, money can create light and beauty.  But if handled inappropriately, money 
can destroy.  

At Faith, we long for every person to experience the light and beauty that comes in following Jesus.  So in this next 
series we are going to listen to Jesus’ plan for the rich in this present age.  

Our prayer for Faith during this series is that God would empower each of us to take the next step in generosity 
and that God would train our hearts to place our hope not on the uncertainty of riches but on the God who richly 
provides.4  

Every blessing,
Pastor Charlie for the Teaching Team

1  Matthew 19:23
2  Matthew 13:22
3  Andy Stanley, How To Be Rich
4  1 Timothy 6:17
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No one is born into this world with a theology. So each generation must rediscover the truths of Scripture for itself.

Preaching the Bible is one of the primary tools God has given the church for this to take place.  

Small groups are the place where the preaching at Faith is applied and where our church is encouraged to live out 
God's word.  Members of Faith’s small groups take time each week to discuss the previous Sunday’s sermon, share 
specific insights from the Bible, and care for one another so that as a church we grow up to maturity in Jesus.  

This study guide has been put together to give you an overview of our current sermon series so that you know where 
we are going and so that you are prepared for great discussions in your small group.  

Here is an overview of what you will find for each week in this study guide:

Main Passage – This is the passage the teaching pastor will preach from.  

Secondary Passages – These passages help to unpack and explain the main passage.  

Passage for Memorization and Meditation – This is one passage to memorize and meditate on throughout the week 
so that at all times you are giving Jesus an opportunity to work in your life.  

Overview – This is an overview of what will be discussed in small group this week.

Opening Question – This is a general question meant to spark conversation. 

Discussion Questions – These are questions related to the Bible passages.

Application Questions – These are questions and ideas for applying the Bible to your life. 

Table Time With Kids – These are questions and ideas for families with young kids.  

These materials are not meant to be a rigid formula for your small group, but rather a means for intentional study, 
discussion, and life application so that ultimately, as a church, we grow together to maturity in Jesus.  

We hope you find this helpful.

INTRODUCTION TO 
SMALL GROUP RESOURCES





What is a small group?
Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from Faith that meet regularly for friendship, prayer, and Bible 
Study.   

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend.  However, at the heart of each small group 
is a desire to see a tight-knit community form that is marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other people in 
the small group.  

Why should I join a small group? 
We are made for friendship with God and others. When we are not known and loved by others, we suffer because 
we are not experiencing all that God created us to experience.  Additionally, life is too difficult to journey alone.  
Therefore, small groups are a place where we can connect in friendship with other people through the ups and downs 
of life.

How do I get connected to a small group?
The easiest way to get connected to a small group is to go to www.faithchurchfortcollins.org/small_group.  You can 
also sign up on Sunday by filling out the Bluebook.  Finally, if you would like to join a small group, you can call the 
church at 970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS AT FAITH
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For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be.

Jesus (Matthew 6:21) 

Title: A Theology Of Money

Main Passage: 1 Timothy 6:6-10
 

Secondary Passages: Deuteronomy 8:18, Psalm 24:1, Psalm 104:14-15, 2 Corinthians 9:11

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.                  
Psalm 24:1

Overview: When it comes to money there is one truth that must inform our thinking: God owns everything.  This 
includes our houses, cars, and retirement savings.  We brought nothing into the world and we will take nothing out of 
the world.1   

God holds the deed to the world’s wealth because he created it.  God created it directly by blessing the work of our 
hands, and God created it indirectly by giving us the ability to work, produce, and profit.2

When we embrace the reality that God owns everything, we find our role in handling God’s money.  We are managers 
who use what God has entrusted to us for his purposes.  So what are God’s purposes for the money he has given?  
There are three ways God wants us to use money.

1. God wants us to use what he gives to meet our needs.3
2. God wants us to use what he gives to generously give to other people.4
3. God wants us to use what he gives to keep our hearts close to him.5

As managers of God’s money, we must wisely and appropriately allocate our resources to these three purposes.  If we 
do this well, God doesn’t have a problem with how much money we make because our focus isn’t on the accumulation 
of wealth; it’s on honoring God with the distribution of his wealth. 

So what is a good theology of money?  Make all you want, but don’t keep all you want.  Be successful in your career, 
but don’t waste God’s money on empty symbols of your success.  There is no problem with a lot of money flowing 
through your hands but there is a problem with a large accumulation of money in your hands, because we aren’t 
wealth accumulators; we are wealth distributors.  
.  
So, in very tangible ways, the cars we drive, the houses we own, the vacations we take, and the money we give away 
should reveal the reality that we are managers of God’s money and we value the increase of Jesus’ Kingdom more 
than the increase of our net worth.

1  1 Timothy 6:7
2  Deuteronomy 8:18
3  1 Timothy 6:17, Psalm 104:14-15
4  2 Corinthians 9:11
5  Matthew 6:21

 WEEK #1
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Opening Question:
•	 When you hear the word rich, what are the first images, thoughts, or words that come to mind?  

Discussion Questions
•	 Read Deuteronomy 8:18 and Psalm 24:1.  What sticks out to you from these verses?  

•	 What is the difference between an ownership mentality of money and a manager mentality?  

•	 Look at 1 Timothy 6:17, Psalm 104:14 - 15, 2 Corinthians 9:11, Matthew 6:21.  Based on these passages, why does 
God bless us?  

•	 Read 1 Timothy 6:6 – 10.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 What is godliness with contentment? 

•	 How would you describe a lifestyle characterized by godliness with contentment? 

•	 Why is godliness with contentment a lifestyle to pursue? 

•	 What snares and temptations await people who desire to be rich?  

•	 Based on the passages you have read for this week, what is a biblical view of money?  

Application Questions
•	 When it comes to money, what are your hopes, dreams, and goals? 

•	 Do you feel rich?  Why or why not?  

•	 Do you tend to have an ownership mentality or a manager mentality when it comes to money? 

•	 What most excites you about growing in understanding God’s plan for the money he has entrusted to you?  

•	 What helps you to foster godliness with contentment?  

Table Time with Kids
•	 What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

•	 As a family, read Psalm 24:1 and 1 Timothy 6:6 – 10.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 Who owns everything?  God owns everything.

•	 What should be our attitude about the money God gives to us?  I must use God’s money in accordance with God’s 
plans and purposes.  

•	 What attitude does God want us to have about money?  God wants us to foster an attitude of godliness with 
contentment, meaning he wants us to recognize that he has given us what we need to live the life he has called us to 
live. 

•	 What helps you to live your life for God?    
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 WEEK #2
The human heart always wants to justify itself and gaining money is one of the easiest ways.

Timothy Keller

Title: Humble And Aware

Main Passage: 1 Timothy 6:17
 

Secondary Passages: Luke 12:13-34, Hebrews 13:5-6

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant 
that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.                   
Deuteronomy 8:18

Overview: Here is reality: we all trust something or someone to lead us to a full and satisfying life.  Some people trust 
their abilities.  Other people trust their wealth.  Still others trust a friendship or a romantic relationship.  Christians are 
unique in that they trust Jesus and what he accomplished on the cross for them.  This does not mean that Christians 
can’t have great friends or abilities or wealth, only that Christians don’t trust in these things to lead them to the life 
they long to live.

When it comes to money though, Christians are called by Jesus to be humble and aware.  We are called to be humble 
because all we have is a gift from God.  Even the energy we have to work, produce, and profit comes from his hand.1

Part of humility when it comes to money is also recognizing the difference between want and need.  Jesus promised 
to provide us what we need.2  So in humility we must recognize first what we really need.  And in humility we must 
then recognize that if we have a surplus, it isn’t so we can get more of what we want but so that we can give to meet 
more people’s needs.

Christians are called to be aware because money has a strong pull on our hearts.  Jesus famously said, “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”3  Notice, in Jesus’ mind the pull of our treasure on our hearts isn’t a perhaps; 
it is a present reality.  Just as the sun’s gravitational pull is a given in our physical world, money’s pull is a given in the 
spiritual world.  

Because of this, Jesus repeatedly warned his followers about trusting in money.  His warnings show that he knew we 
could be deceived into thinking that our trust was firmly in him when, in reality, our trust had been pulled back to our 
earthly wealth.  When this happens we are in a dangerous place, because money is a terrible thing to trust.  It can’t 
protect us like Jesus.  It can’t satisfy the deepest longings of our heart.  It can’t heal our souls and it doesn’t give us 
eternal life, redemption from sin, or a right relationship with God.  

Jesus warned against trusting in money more often than he warned against lust, bitterness, and unforgiveness, yet 
almost no one thinks they are guilty of it.  Therefore as we step into this week, begin with the working assumption that 
this could actually be a problem for you.  

1  Deuteronomy 7:18
2  Luke 12:28
3  Matthew 6:21
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If our hearts so quickly gravitate toward money, no one should be confident that it is not an issue.  And so Jesus calls 
us to be humble and incredibly aware.  

Opening Question:

•	 Why do you think money is so alluring?  

Discussion Questions:

•	 Read 1 Timothy 6:17.  What sticks out to you from this verse?

•	 In what ways can being rich make you haughty? 

•	 In what ways can being rich cause you to place your trust in riches? 

•	 Look at Luke 12:13 – 34.  What sticks out to you from these verses? 

•	 What do these verses reveal about God? 

•	 How does the rich man in Jesus’ parable demonstrate haughtiness and placing hope in riches?

•	 How does what Jesus says in verses 22 – 34 help us to be humble and aware?  

Application Questions:

•	 Timothy Keller said, “The human heart always wants to justify itself and gaining money is one of the easiest 
ways.”  Why does the human heart always want to justify itself and why is gaining money one of the easiest ways 
to do this? 

•	 Talk about a time when you placed your trust in something other than Jesus.  What was that experience like? 

•	 What about money allures you? 

•	 What helps you to be humble and aware of money’s pull on your heart? 

•	 What is one thing you can do in the coming month to show that your hope is in God, not your money? 

Table Time with Kids
•	 What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

•	 As a family, read Luke 12:13 – 34.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 How is the man in Jesus’ parable foolish?  

•	 According to Luke 12:13 – 34, how does Jesus want us to live our lives?  

•	 Is money bad?  No, it is necessary, but trusting in money is bad.  

•	 Does money impact our hearts?  Yes.  Money constantly tempts us to trust in it rather than trust in God.  This is why 
it is so important to give generously to God’s work in this world.  Our hearts follow our money.
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God prospers us not to raise our standard of living, but to raise our standard of giving.

Randy Alcorn

Title: Generous And Ready To Share

Main Passages: 1 Timothy 6:18
 

Secondary Passages: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Acts 2:42-47, Acts 20:35

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich.                      
2 Corinthians 8:9

Overview: At the heart of reality is a generous God.  God the Father gave us his Son.1   God the Son gave us his life.2   
And God the Spirit gives us power3  and new life in Jesus.  When we consider all that God gives, we quickly realize 
there is no being in the universe more generous than God, and God reveals that we have been made in his image.4 

Part of our calling as image bearers of God is to reflect his generosity in his world by giving generously to other 
people.  When we live out this calling, a deep satisfaction sits in our souls because we are doing what we were made to 
do – we are reflecting the God who made us to love and glorify him.  This is why the Bible says it is more blessed to 
give than to receive.5  

Don’t rush past this reality.  We are more blessed when we give.  Life is more full when we give.  Our hearts are more 
satisfied when we give.  It is more blessed to give than to receive.  This is a stunning statement, especially in a culture 
where our value is partially determined by how much we make.

So as you jump into the study for this week, remember you are made by God to be a giver.  So be generous and ready 
to share!      

Opening Question:
•	 Who comes to mind when you think of someone who is generous and ready to share?  

Discussion Questions:
•	 Read 1 Timothy 6:18 and 2 Corinthians 9:6 - 15.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 What do these passages reveal about God? 

•	 What do these passages reveal about God’s people? 

1  John 3:16
2  Matthew 20:28
3  Acts 1:8, John 6:63
4  Genesis 1:26-27
5  Acts 20:35

 WEEK #3
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•	 What keeps us from being generous and ready to share? 

•	 Look at Acts 2:42 – 47 and Acts 20:35. How did the early church practice generosity? 

•	 What was the result of the early church’s generosity? 

Application Questions:
•	 What excites you about being generous and ready to share? 

•	 When God blesses you, do you see that as an opportunity to increase your standard of living or to increase the 
percentage of your giving?    

•	 What are tangible ways you can be rich in good deeds, generous and ready to share?  

•	 When it comes to how you use money, how do you want to be remembered?

•	 What can your small group do to support each other in being generous and ready to share?   

Table Time with Kids
•	 What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

•	 As a family, read Acts 2:42 – 47 and Acts 20:35.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 As a family, come up with ways that you can give.  Help your kids to be part of the giving.  Talk with your kids 
this week about the percentage of money you give away.  Help them to see that being a giver is part of being 
made in God’s image.  
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He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.

Jim Elliot

Title: Eyes On Eternity

Main Passage: 1 Timothy 6:19
 

Secondary Passages: Matthew 6:19-24, Psalm 49:16-17

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, when the splendor of his house increases; for he will take nothing with him 
when he dies, his splendor will not descend with him.                 
Psalm 49:16-17 (NIV)

Overview: Jesus is coming back and when he returns he will give rewards for those who gave generously, persevered 
under persecution, showed compassion to the needy, and kept him as their first love above money.1   So Jesus’ 
commendation to all of us is simple: Go sell your possessions, give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven.2  

For the record, I don’t think Jesus is kidding; I think he is dead serious.  He is keeping a record of those who honored 
him with what he has entrusted, and one day he will reward those who have been faithful.  

This isn’t meant to be a threat.  Jesus isn’t trying to guilt us into giving.  That idea misses the point entirely.  Jesus’ 
point is that there is a great day of celebration and reward coming and every one of us can get in on it.  All we have 
to do is give out of what has already been given to us by God.  In other words, God doesn’t ask us to give money we 
don’t have, but he does ask us to give according to what we do have.      

So imagine for a moment this great day of celebration and reward.  Jesus comes back.  He establishes a new 
heaven and a new earth.  All of his people are together with him, and he starts to call us forward to share our story 
of generosity, sacrifice, faith, and courage.  So for hours we sit and hear these amazing stories about how people 
sacrificially streamlined their lives to advance God’s kingdom, how lives were transformed by generosity, how 
missionaries were sent, churches were planted, girls were rescued from human trafficking, families were restored, 
the arts were funded, hospitals were established, and on and on and on, all because God’s people had their eyes on 
eternity.  We see that what we had was meant to be used to build God’s kingdom, not our own.  

And now imagine this: After each story is told, Jesus puts his hand on the shoulder of the one who lived the story and 
says, “Well done.  You were trustworthy in handling your worldly wealth.  Now I entrust to you my eternal wealth. Enter 
your reward.”  

No doubt after those words are spoken, there is something in all of our hearts that says, “That person got it right.  
They had their eyes on eternity.  They were living for what really mattered most.”

The incredible message from Jesus is that we can all live this life if we will look to him.  He will not only be our example 

1  See Romans 2:6, Luke 6:22-23, Luke 14:13-14, Revelation 2-3
2  Matthew 19:21

 WEEK #4
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of generosity, he will be our generous savior.  He will save us from our selfishness and greed.  He will save us from 
placing our hope in the uncertainty of riches.  

So perhaps the most important question of this whole series is this: Have you trusted in Jesus?  

If so, then rest assured, he will transform you into a person of generosity.     

Opening Question:
•	 Why do you think some people struggle to remember that there is more to life than this life? 

Discussion Questions:
•	 Read 1 Timothy 6:19, Matthew 6:19 – 24, Psalm 49:16 – 17.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 What instruction does God give in these passages about how to handle money?

•	 What does it mean to create a firm foundation for the coming age?  How do Christians do this?

•	 Why is trusting Jesus an indispensable step in becoming generous? 

Application Questions:
•	 How does giving generously help us to live in light of eternity?  

•	 What helps you to live your life in light of eternity?  

•	 Make a list of all your assets that God has entrusted to you (house, cars, real estate, retirement funds).  Is there 
anything on the list that you are not willing to give away?  Is there anything on the list that God is asking you to 
give away?  

•	 How did you feel about the exercise above?  

•	 Imagine you are standing before Jesus and telling him the story of your life.  What do you long for him to say to 
you in that moment?  As a small group, close this series by asking Jesus to work in each life so that each person 
hears what they long to hear from Jesus when they meet him face to face.  

Table Time with Kids
•	 What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

•	 As a family, read Matthew 6:19 – 24.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

•	 What will happen when we stand before Jesus?  We will share with him our stories of faith, generosity, and courage.

•	 What do we need to tell a great story of faith, generosity, and courage?  We need to trust Jesus and he will help us 
to live the story God has called us to live. 

•	 Is generosity for some people or all people?  In his grace, God allows all of us to be generous like Jesus!
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