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The thing about God is that he changes us. Certainly, it is true that God meets us where we are, but he doesn’t leave 
us there.  When we place our faith in Jesus, God starts a good work in us.  

God’s good work is to transform us into the image of his Son.  Paul talks about this in 2 Corinthians 3:18 by writing, 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another.  In other words, over time followers of Jesus begin to think, act, live and love like Jesus.  

This change isn’t what saves, but it is an indication of genuine faith.  Additionally, this change doesn’t happen 
overnight.  As a matter of fact, we won’t experience total transformation until we see Jesus face to face.  

But make no mistake about it, faith in Jesus works. It impacts our everyday lives. It calls us to maturity. It consistently 
deepens our character with imperatives like:

 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials.   
James 1:2

Do not merely listen to the word.... Do what it says. 
James 1:22

Don't show favoritism.  
James 2:1

Submit yourselves, then, to God.  
James 4:7

Do not slander one another.
James 4:11

Be patient, then, until the Lord's coming. 
James 5:7

In short, followers of Jesus change.  Over time, they move out into deeper waters of maturity.  They transform from 
one degree of glory to another.    

The book of James is all about the change faith makes in everyday life.  It is a convicting book because it consistently 
calls us to maturity.  But it is also an encouraging book because it never assumes growth takes place without 
instruction.  After all, James writes a letter to Christians to help them understand the impact their faith should have in 
everyday life.  And as we read this letter we see so clearly, there is always another step to take.

This series is all about our church taking another step forward in following Jesus.  For some of us this will mean 
learning to handle temptation and trials.  For others it will mean learning to speak words of blessing.  For others it will 



mean putting to death our favoritism or learning to pray fervently or beginning to confront humbly or putting action 
to our convictions.  

Honestly, there are thousands of things God will do in us as we go through James.  So be open to how God calls you 
to take another step forward in growth so that your character goes one degree deeper.  We can’t wait to see all the 
good work God does in the coming weeks.  

Every Blessing,

Charlie, Brad and Steve  
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Because no one is born into this world with a theology, each generation must rediscover the truths of Scripture for 
itself.

Preaching the Bible is the primary tool God has given the church for this to take place.  

Small groups are the place where the preaching at Faith is applied and where our church is encouraged to live out 
the Scriptures.  Members of Faith’s small groups take time each week to discuss the previous Sunday’s sermon, share 
specific insights from the Bible and care for one another so that as a church we grow up to maturity in Jesus.  

This study guide has been put together to give you an overview of our current sermon series so that you know where 
we are going as a church and are prepared for great discussions in your small group.  

Here is an overview of what you will find for each week in this study guide.

Main Passage – This is the passage the teaching pastor will preach from.  

Secondary Passages – These passages help to unpack and explain the main passage.  

Passage for Memorization and Meditation – This is one passage to memorize and meditate on throughout the week 
so that at all times you are giving Jesus an opportunity to work in your life.  

Overview – This is an overview of the main passage and an introduction to what will be discussed in small group this 
week.

Opening Question – This is a general question meant to spark conversation. 

Discussion Questions – These are questions related to the Bible passages.

Application Section – These are questions and ideas for applying the Bible to your life. 

Table Time With Kids – These are questions and ideas for families with kids.  

These materials are not meant to be a rigid formula for your small group, but rather a means for intentional study, 
discussion, and life application so that ultimately, as a church, we grow together to maturity in Jesus.  

We hope you find this helpful.

INTRODUCTION TO 
SMALL GROUP RESOURCES
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What is a small group?
Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from Faith that meet regularly for friendship, prayer, and Bible 
Study.   

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend.  However, you can expect a weekly 
gathering that involves conversation around the passage from the previous Sunday’s sermon, participatory prayer, and 
time to connect relationally to the other people in your small group.  At the heart of each small group is a desire to see 
a tight-knit community form that is marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other small group members.  

Why should I join a small group? 
The God of the Bible exists eternally in community with himself.  God has made us in his image, which means we are 
made for community and friendship with God and others. When we are not living in community we suffer because we 
are not all that we were made to be.  Additionally, life in a sinful world is too complex and tempting to journey alone.  
Therefore, small groups are a place where we can connect in friendship with other people through the ups and downs 
of life.

How do I get connected to a small group?
The easiest way to get connected to a small group is to go to www.faithefc.org/small_group and fill out the online 
form.  Our connection coordinator will contact you and help you connect with a small group.  You can also sign up on 
Sunday by filling out the Bluebook and indicating your interest in joining a small group.  Finally, if you would like to 
join a small group or if you are interested in leading a small group, you can call the church at 970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS AT FAITH
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Date: April 3

Title: Growing Through Trials

Main Passage: James 1:1 - 12

Secondary Passages: 1 Peter 1:3 - 9; 2 Corinthians 4:16 - 18

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
So we do not lose heart.... For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison.                
2 Corinthians 4:16 - 17

Overview: I don’t know if you’ve noticed this, but trials tend to bring out the worst in us.  They catch us off guard and 
bring out what’s on the inside:  Our secret doubts about life’s fairness.  Our hidden fears about God’s goodness.  Our 
anger, anxiety, bitterness and cynicism.  Our selfishness and small-mindedness.  Our proclivity to control.  All these 
things seem to bubble to the surface when the chips are down.  

Most of us don’t like what comes out of us when we face trials.  We don’t like the way we lash out at the people closest 
to us or the stress-induced headaches or the controlling beast that takes over our relationships.  We hate feeling 
anxious and annoyed.  And yet, it seems these are our default actions when life heads in an unplanned or unwanted 
direction.  

And so the question becomes: Is there a way to walk through trials full of joy, hope and peace?     

In James 1:1 – 12 we find some helpful guidance.  There we see that God uses trials to help us become the people he 
wants us to be.  

The transformation of our character doesn’t happen by putting our head down and gutting it through.  Nor does 
it happen by throwing in the towel and quitting halfway through.  Instead, it happens as we look up and make an 
intentional choice to be joyful, to offer God a surrendered will and to cultivate a heart that believes the best.  When 
we make a choice to do these things, our trials become some of the greatest catalysts for our growth and maturity.

In short, when we face our trials God’s way, God is able to have his way in us.  

Opening Question: 
• What are various ways people respond to trials?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 1:1 – 12.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• How does James encourage people to respond to trials? 
• What is the reason James gives for remaining joyful when we face trials? 
• When faced with a trial, what should you pray and how should you pray?
• Who should not expect to receive anything from God?  Why?  

 WEEK #1
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• Why does God want us to ask for his help without doubting?  
• In what ways does the gospel help us walk through times of trial? 

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 1:1 - 12?
• How do you usually respond to life’s difficulties?
• Describe a time when God’s wisdom helped you through a problem. 
• How has your character changed as you have gone through difficult times? 
• Is there an area of your life right now where you are facing a difficulty?  If so, please share it with your group so 

they can encourage you.  

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 1:1 - 12.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Does life include trials and difficulties?  Yes.
• What does God want you to do when you face a trial? He wants you to be joyful.
• Why does God want you to be joyful?  Because trials exist to strengthen us.
• Are there any trials that you are facing in your life today? 
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Date: April 10

Title: Fighting Temptations

Main Passage: James 1:13 - 18

Secondary Passages: Ephesians 6:10 - 18; Matthew 4:1 - 11; Hebrews 4:14 - 16

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  
Ephesians 6:10 

Overview: God’s people are not sheltered from trial nor are they beyond temptation.  As such, the words of Come 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing describe us well: Prone to wander. Lord I feel it.  Prone to leave the God I love.  Here’s my 
heart, Lord.  Take and seal it.  Seal it for your courts above.  

While it would be great if these words didn’t describe us, the Bible makes it clear: we will face temptation.  In the 
garden, Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan.  On his balcony, King David was lured and enticed.  In the palace, 
Esther was tempted to let fear control.  In the wilderness, Jesus was tempted to exchange God’s plans for his life.  By a 
fire, Peter was tempted to deny his Savior.  After selling their property, Ananias and Sapphira were tempted to lie.  In 
short, God’s people have faced and will continue to face the temptation to sin.  

This reality is sobering for at least two reasons.  

The first is that temptation is strongly enticing.  In other words, temptation works because at first glance what it offers 
seems good, right, wise, fun, and beautiful.  If sin didn’t look good at the outset, it wouldn’t be tempting.  But it does 
looks good.  In Hebrews we’re told sin is pleasant for a season.  So temptation will always be strongly enticing because 
at first glance it looks good.  

The second reason is the results of giving in to temptation are deeply devastating.  James makes this evident when he 
writes that sin when it is full grown gives birth to death.  We don’t need to spend time making a case for this because 
the results of giving in to temptation are clearly seen in and around us.  Ever since Adam gave in to temptation in the 
Garden, brokenness and death have littered the landscape of the human story.  

But God’s people don’t need to fear temptation nor do we need to give in.  While we are not perfect, we can fight 
temptation and be victorious.  James helps us to see that we do this by getting our eyes off the temptation and 
looking ahead to see the consequences of sin.  Additionally, we fight temptation by looking up and remembering 
God’s goodness to us.  Finally, we fight temptation by remembering that the presence of temptation in our lives isn’t 
a sign of spiritual immaturity.  After all, Jesus was tempted as we are and he overcame by remembering God’s word to 
him.  

Opening Question: 
• What are different ways people try to deal with temptation? 
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Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 1:13 - 18.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Is temptation itself sin?  How are temptation and sin related? 
• What must we do and understand to fight temptation? 
• What are the four stages of the process of sin?
• List some results of continually giving into sin.
• How does remembering sin’s destructiveness help us overcome temptation?  
• How does knowing that God is good and gives us good things help us overcome temptation? 
• How does knowing God is our Father and we are the first fruits of his creatures help us overcome temptation? 
• Look at Matthew 4:1 – 11.  How does Jesus fight temptation and how does this instruct us? 

Application Section: 
• What most excites, challenges or encourages you from James 1:13 - 18?
• How has God set you free from sin and temptation?  What victories have you experienced? 
• What temptation is most difficult for you to resist? (You don’t have to share specifics with the group if you don’t 

want to.) 
• What stands in the way of you fighting this temptation? 
• What is one thing you can take away from James 1:13 – 18 to help you fight temptation?
• As a group, come up with some ways you can encourage one another in your fight against temptation.  

Table Time With Kids: 
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it? 
• Read James 1:13 - 18.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Will you be tempted to sin? Yes. Even Jesus was tempted to sin.
• Is sin pleasant for a season? Yes. Sin often looks good, fun and wise.
• Where does sin ultimately end? Sin leads to death and destruction. 
• How do we fight temptation? By knowing God’s word and remembering it when we are tempted.
• Do you need to hide your temptations? No. You do not need to hide your temptations.  It is actually very helpful to 

share with God and other people the things that tempt you so that they can love you and pray for you.
• In what ways are you tempted? 
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Date: April 17

Title: Hearing And Doing

Main Passage: James 1:19 - 27

Secondary Passages: 2 Timothy 3:14 - 17; Psalm 119:1 - 8

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD!  
Psalm 119:1

Overview: Knowledge isn’t a mark of maturity.  Maturity is marked by what we do with what we know.  For example, a 
mature person isn’t someone who knows all the benefits of exercise.  Nor is a mature person someone who has good 
intentions about working out.  Nor is a mature person someone who listens to a host of podcasts about getting into 
shape while eating cheesecake on the couch.  A mature person is someone who puts on shoes and goes for a run.

The trouble is we can deceive ourselves by thinking knowing is enough.  But James is clear.  We need to put God’s 
word into action.  We need to live and love.  We need to care for people in need and speak words of blessing.  In other 
words, action creates maturity, not information and good intention.  

Opening Question: 
• Think of a person who exemplifies receiving and responding to God’s word.  How has that person’s life been an 

example to you?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read  James 1:19 – 27.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What is God’s word able to do for our souls? 
• How does James describe someone who doesn’t act on God’s word? 
• What does it look like to be a doer of the word? 
• What keeps people from taking God at his word and acting on it? 
• What is pure undefiled religion?  
• In contrast, how would you describe religion that is not pure?
• Look at Psalm 119:1.  What priority does God give to hearing and obeying God’s word?   

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 1:19 – 27?
• Why do you sometimes find it difficult to take God at his word and do what he says? 
• How can you cultivate a desire to hear God’s word and spring into action? 
• What pressures does our culture put on us to disregard God’s word? 
• How has your life changed for the good as you have listened to God’s word and obeyed?
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Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it? 
• Read James 1:19 – 27.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• How does God help us grow?  Through his word.
• What does God want us to do when we hear his word? He wants us to listen and obey.
• How do we hear God’s word? By reading the Bible.
• Is the Bible clear? Yes. God is very clear about who he is and what he wants for us.
• What impact does God’s word have on those who obey it?  God’s word brings life, order and wholeness.
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Date: April 24

Title: Destroying Favoritism

Main Passage: James 2:1 - 13

Secondary Passages: Exodus 23:1 - 3; 1 John 4:20; Ephesians 2:11 - 22; Leviticus 23:22

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.  
Ephesians 2:14

Overview: You don’t need to be a rocket scientist to notice that money, power and position attract attention.  We 
want to know about the lifestyles of the rich and famous, not the routines of the poor and unnoticed.  And so in our 
world, those who have money get noticed, while those who struggle financially often get passed over.  

Followers of Jesus are called to destroy this kind of favoritism.  Why?  

Because Jesus taught that all people are created in the image of God.  This means all people have dignity and 
value.  Additionally, Jesus came for all people, not just those who could give him large donations and meaningful 
contributions.  Furthermore, Jesus taught that his church isn’t a social club for the elite.  It is a family where we stand 
on level ground before the cross because at the cross Jesus destroyed all the walls that divide us.   

We can’t separate how we behave from what we believe.  In other words, one of the signs of genuine faith is how 
we treat other people.  All of this begs the question: Do we embrace the rich and the poor, the young and the old, 
the well-educated and the undereducated, the born and those still in the womb?  Are we relentless in destroying 
favoritism in our hearts and in our church because we really believe every life matters, no matter how small?  

The challenge God gives to his people is to destroy favoritism.  The reason we follow is because of what we believe: 
Jesus came for all people.  Every life matters to God.  
 
Opening Question:
• Why do you think money, power and position attract attention?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 2:1 – 13.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Why is treating some people better than other people an indication that we don’t believe or understand the 

gospel? 
• How does the royal law of love your neighbor as yourself 1 change your attitudes about and actions towards other 

people? 
• What does it mean to speak and act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty? 

1  Mark 12:31

 WEEK #4



12

• How does God treat the poor and the powerless?
• In what ways does the gospel help us destroy favoritism?  

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 2:1 – 13?
• Have you ever been a victim of favoritism?  If so, how did it make you feel? 
• What is it about certain people that makes it difficult for you to connect with them?  Do you try to push past this 

or do you distance yourself from some people? 
• List examples of favoritism you see in your life today.
• List examples of favoritism you see in the church today.
• List some people you think might feel uncomfortable at Faith.
• List some ways you can show mercy and practically live out God’s call to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it? 
• Read James 2:1 – 13.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Does every life matter to God? Yes. Each person is made in God’s image.  And each person has value and dignity.
• Does God want you to be nice to some people and mean to others? No. God calls us to love all people.
• How does God want you to treat all people? He wants you to love people as you love yourself.
• Parents, this week brainstorm with your kids what it looks like to love people as you love yourself.  



13

Date: May 1

Title: Genuine Faith Works

Main Passage: James 2:14 - 26

Secondary Passages: Romans 4:13 - 25; Genesis 22:1 - 18

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.  
James 2:26

Overview: Faith is essential for followers of Jesus.  We are saved by grace through faith.  We are called to walk by 
faith not by sight.  Without faith it is impossible to please God.  And whatever we do apart from faith is sin.

So here is an important question: What is faith?  Is it some kind of feeling we have about spiritual matters?  Is it a 
general goodwill towards others?  Is it believing the right things about God?  Or is faith a confidence in God’s Word 
that produces works in our life?

This is an important question to answer well because, if we are wrong in this matter, we are no different from demons 
who believe in God yet are destined to hell.

In James 2:14 – 26 God helps us to see that there are two kinds of faith: dead faith and dynamic faith.  

Dead faith says all the right things.  It sees needs and offers empty words of encouragement.  Additionally, dead faith 
believes all the right things.  It could pass a theology exam, but it ends there - with right thoughts about God.  Simply 
put, dead faith is intellectual not practical.   

Dynamic faith is both intellectual and practical, which means it is a belief about God that produces works like 
sacrificial obedience and costly compassion.  So dynamic faith hears God’s word, takes it to heart and obeys regardless 
of the cost or consequence.   It sees the needs of others and takes personal risks to help.  

Genuine faith is dynamic.  It is a confidence in God’s word that produces something in the people who believe.  
Simply put, genuine faith works out in everyday life.  And the good news is that it’s available to everyone.  It is for 
patriarchs like Abraham and prostitutes like Rahab.       

Opening Question: 
• Why do you think so many people are confused about genuine faith?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 2:14 – 26.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What does James say about faith without works?
• Why is faith without works dead? 
• What are the characteristics of dead faith?
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• What are the characteristics of dynamic faith? 
• Why is belief in God not necessarily an evidence of genuine faith?
• Why are Abraham and Rahab great examples of genuine faith?  
• What do Abraham and Rahab have in common?  
• How are Abraham and Rahab different?
• What do their differences and similarities teach about genuine faith?
• According to James what is a definition of genuine faith? 

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 2:14 – 26?
• How is your faith working out in your life? 
• What steps do you need to take to live out your faith? 
• Why is helping others an important part of living out your faith? 
• What are ways you can reach out to someone in need? 
• In what ways does the gospel empower genuine faith?  

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 2:14 – 26.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What is genuine faith? Genuine faith is a belief in God that produces works in your life.
• Is genuine faith available to everyone? Yes. God desires all people to be saved.
• What are the characteristics of genuine faith? Obedience and compassion.
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Date: May 8

Title: Speaking Blessing

Main Passage: James 3:1 - 12

Secondary Passages: Proverbs 13:3; Psalm 34:12 - 13

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes to ruin. 
Proverbs 13:3

Overview: Words are incredibly powerful.  They encourage, challenge, crush and convict.  They inspire, instigate and 
instruct.  They shape countries and cultures.  They can melt your heart and make you mad.  Words can bring peace or 
create controversies.  They can direct, delight and destroy.

The power of speech is one of the greatest powers God has given.  So being wise with our words isn’t just a good idea.  
It is mission critical.  It matters for the health of our world and the health of our souls.

So how does the gospel empower us to control our tongue?  

The gospel tells us the story of a God who uses words to create life and speak blessing over his creation.  Additionally, 
the gospel tells us we have been made in God’s image.  This means we are created to use our words like God uses his 
words.  

The implication is simple and profound.  Our words about ourselves and other people should create life and leave 
blessing.  

We know this to be true because when we use words as God intends, we feel full and free.  Life springs up everywhere.  
The people around us are encouraged.

Sadly, sin has impacted our words.  This means our words often crush and condemn.    

But the gospel tells us we can change because Jesus came not only to die for our sins, but also to rise again to 
empower us to speak words of life.

When we pull this all together, we see that trusting Jesus means we can begin to control our tongue.  We really can 
say no to our cynicism.  We can say no to our words of cursing and condemnation.  We can put to death our words of 
judgment and shame.  And most importantly, we can beginning speaking words of blessing over God’s good creation 
again.

Opening Question: 
• A rudder on a ship, a bit in a horse’s mouth, a pebble in a shoe and a seed in the ground are all small items that can 

have large consequences.  What are other tiny objects that wield great power and influence? 
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Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 3:1 – 12.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What are words capable of doing? 
• How is the tongue like a bit in a horse’s mouth and a ship’s rudder?
• How is the tongue like a fire and an animal? 
• Why does James compare the tongue to a tree? 
• Why is the tongue so hard to control? 
• Think for a moment about the way Jesus spoke to and about others.  How did he use his words? 

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 3:1 – 12?
• How have you been encouraged by someone’s words? 
• How have you been hurt by someone’s words? 
• What can you do to allow God control over your words? 
• Give some examples of ways your words can be a blessing.

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read Mark James 3:1 – 12.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Do words matter? Yes. They have the power to encourage or to destroy. 
• How does God use words? God uses words to speak truth, bring life and bless others.
• Parents, this week help your children to think of ways they can use their words to speak truth, bring life and 

bless other people. 
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Date: May 15

Title: Seeking Wisdom

Main Passage: James 3:13 - 18

Secondary Passages: Proverbs 3:1 - 35; Proverbs 1:1 - 7

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  
Proverbs 1:7

Overview: We all want to find wisdom.  It is key to making our way through our various seasons of triumphs and trials.  
Additionally, wisdom is key to experiencing God’s best for our life today.  In Proverbs 3:13 – 14 we are told: Blessed is 
the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and 
her profit better than gold.

In this section of James, God helps us to understand the origin and the outcome of true wisdom so that we might find 
it and reap a harvest of righteousness and peace.  

The origin of true wisdom is from above, meaning it comes from God.  This is the consistent message of the Bible.  In 
Proverbs 1:7 we are told the fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  The 
origin of true wisdom helps us to see we can’t find wisdom apart from listening to and submitting to God. 

False wisdom comes from below, meaning it comes as we lean on our own understanding and do what is right in our 
own eyes.  Simply put, false wisdom is a view of life without God’s thoughts on life.  It is living life as if God is absent 
and uninvolved, as if we won’t one day stand before him and give him an account.  

The outcomes of true and false wisdom couldn’t be more different.  True wisdom leads to purity, peace, gentleness, 
humility and mercy.  False wisdom leads to bitterness, jealousy, selfishness, disorder and pride.

The stark difference between the outcomes of true and false wisdom lead us to examine our own lives.  Are our lives 
marked by gentleness and peace?  Do we walk in humility, lead with mercy and pursue purity?  If not, we are following 
false wisdom because the fruit of our lives never lies.  It always shows what kind of wisdom we are leaning into and 
living out.  

Opening Question: 
• Think of a person who exemplifies trusting in the Lord with all their heart and leaning not on their own 

understanding.  How has that person’s life been an example to you?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 3:13 – 18.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What are the origins of true and false wisdom? 
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• What are the outcomes of true and false wisdom? 
• How can you tell which wisdom you are following? 
• Read Proverbs 3:13 – 18.  What are some of the benefits of following true wisdom? 
• Read Proverbs 4:10 – 19 and Proverbs 9:13 – 18.  What are some of the results of following false wisdom? 

Application Section:
• What challenges or encourages you from James 3:13 – 18?
• What outcome of false wisdom do you see in your life?  
• What outcome of true wisdom do you see in your life? 
• What outcome of true wisdom would you like to see more in your life? 
• What outcome of false wisdom would you like to see less in your life? 
• Give some examples of times you have followed God’s wisdom and the outcome it had.
• List some practical ways you can seek true wisdom in your life today. 

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 3:13 – 18.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What is wisdom?  Wisdom is understanding how to live life well in a very complicated world.
• Where does true wisdom come from?  True wisdom comes from God.
• How do we get true wisdom? By listening to God and following his word. 
• Does everyone think God’s wisdom is best? No. Many people think God’s wisdom is foolish and so they lean on their 

own understanding instead of listening to God.
• What happens when we lean on our own understanding? We miss out on experiencing God’s best.
• Parents, this week ask your child if there is any area in their lives where they need God’s wisdom.  Help them 

look through the Bible to see what God has to say about that area of life. 
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Date: May 22

Title: Drawing Near

Main Passage: James 4:1 - 9

Secondary Passages: Isaiah 66:2; Psalm 34:18 - 22; Romans 12:1 - 2

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  
James 4:7

Overview: Distance from God always creates destruction.  When we are far from God our passions are at war within 
us.  We fight and quarrel with others.  We take matters into our own hands.  We run over people to get what we want.  
We speak evil against those we are called to love.  We purchase things we don’t need, thinking they will bring peace 
but they never bring a deep and abiding peace.  

Sadly, instead of being thankful for the blessings God has given, we complain about what we do not have.  When we 
are far from God we are restless, anxious and full of fear.  We are constantly looking for that thing or person who will 
make us feel special, when the real problem is we are far from the God who loves us and created us to be near him.  

Perhaps the best metaphor for a life distant from God is war.  When we distance ourselves from God we are at war 
with ourselves, we are at war with others and we are at war with our Creator.           

The remedy to the war is nearness to God.  So the question becomes: How does nearness happen?  

James helps us to see that drawing near to God happens only with wholehearted submission to God.  In James 4:7 – 
10 James shows us what wholehearted submission looks like.  It involves humbleness before God, sorrow over sin and 
whole life allegiance to God.  

If we do these things, God will draw near, cleanse and forgive.  The war will cease and we will be at peace.  

Opening Questions:
• What have you noticed about people who are near to God? About people who are far from God?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 4:1 – 9.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What are some of the results of being far from God? 
• What does it mean to be a friend of the world? 
• What does it mean that God yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us? 
• What promises are given to those who draw near to God? 
• How do we draw near to God? 

 WEEK #8



20

• Why are humbleness, repentance and single-minded allegiance essential for drawing near to God? 
• What did God do so that we could be near him?  

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 4:1 – 9?
• Talk about a time when being far from God brought destruction to your life.  
• Why do we resist submitting ourselves to God?  
• List areas of your life that are difficult for you to submit to God.
• What steps can you take to draw nearer to God?
• How does the gospel empower you to draw near to God?  

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 4:1 – 9.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Were you created to be near to God? Yes. God created you to love him and to be loved by him.
• What happens when you are far away from God? Life becomes very hard.
• What did God do to draw near to us?  He sent Jesus to die for our sins so that our hearts could be purified.  
• What helps you to stay near God? Humbly submitting to him.
• Parent, this week talk with your children about the importance of being near God.  Share with them what life 

is like when people are far from God.  Share with them what God did through Jesus to draw near to them.  
Finally, help them identify areas in their lives that they need to surrender to God.  
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Date: May 29

Title: Staying Humble

Main Passage: James 4:10 - 17

Secondary Passage: Genesis 45:1 - 8

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  
James 4:10

Overview: Pride shows up in our lives in all sorts of ways.  It shows up in our judgments towards other people.  It shows 
up in our boastful ambitions and presumptuous plans for the future.  And it shows up in our failure to do the right 
things that we know God has called us to do.  

In this section, James calls us away from our pride to a life of humility by reminding us of two truths.

1. God is the true Judge. As such, he is able to save and destroy and in the end his judgment stands.  So who are we 
to judge our neighbor?  

2. God holds the future.  He determines the outcome of our plans.  His will is above and beyond our will.  So as we 
speak of our plans, we should acknowledge the one who knows and holds the future.  

In this section of James we are given a dose of reality.  We are, in fact, limited and frail.  Our life is a mist that appears 
for a limited time and then vanishes away.  As such, we should humble ourselves before the Lord.  This humility should 
be seen in the way we think, plan, act and speak. 

Opening Question: 
• Who do you know that demonstrates a spirit of humility?  What have you learned from that person?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 4:10 – 17.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Why are we not to speak evil of or judge other Christians? 
• How is judging someone a sign of pride? 
• According to James, how many judges are there?  Why is this important to remember?
• Look at Matthew 7:15 – 20.  In what ways are we to judge?
• According to James, when does planning turn into pride?
• What attitude does God want us to have about the future? 
• How is knowing what God wants us to do and not doing it a sign of pride?
• In what way is Eve’s disobedience in Genesis 3 an example of knowing and not doing?  
• Read Genesis 45:1 – 8.  How is Joseph an example of the humility that James calls us to display?
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 Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 4:10 – 17?
• How is pride seen in your life? 
• How has pride damaged your relationship with God and with other people? 
• How can you begin to heal those relationships?
• Practically, what steps can you take to develop humility? 

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
•  Read James 4:10 – 17.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What is pride? Pride is thinking we don’t need God.
• What is humility? Humility is glad dependence on God.  
• What happens when we are proud? We judge other people.  We think we are in control of our lives and we do what we 

think is best.  
• Are we to judge other people? No.
• Do we control our lives? No. God controls our lives.
• What happens when we walk in humility?  We depend on God and God gives us his grace.
• Parents, this week brainstorm with your children different ways that pride is seen in their lives.  Spend this 

week praying for God to give them a glad dependence on him. 
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Date: June 5

Title: Fighting Greed

Main Passage: James 5:1 - 6

Secondary Passages: 1 Timothy 6:17 - 19; Proverbs 18:11 and 23:4 - 5

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Do no toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist.  
Proverbs 23:4

Overview: James 5:1 – 6 is perhaps the sternest warning in the entire book. In these verses James tells the rich to 
weep and howl.  He says the judgment of God is coming.  He reminds them that their wealth is temporary and 
transitory.  And he rebukes them for living in luxury and self-indulgence.   

At first glance these verses seem to paint wealth in a very negative light.  But this is an overly simplistic view of wealth.  
After all, many faithful Christians have been wealthy.  For example, Joseph was second in command over all of Egypt 
and Jesus was buried in a rich man’s tomb.  Additionally, Solomon was one of the richest men to walk this earth.  So 
riches are not evil in and of themselves.    

So why does James speak so sternly to the rich?  Perhaps it’s because James knows riches can lead to sin.  

This is the consistent message concerning wealth in the Bible: We cannot serve two masters.1   The love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evils.2   The desire for wealth is often insatiable.3   It’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.4   

So the problem isn’t wealth.  The problem is what wealth often leads to.  James is clear about this.  He rebukes the 
rich, not for being rich but for hoarding their riches, defrauding others, and living in luxury and self-indulgence.  In 
other words, James rebukes them for living as if their riches were an end in themselves.

James gives us the cure for greed by reminding us of Jesus’ second coming.5  

In other words, we battle greed by reminding ourselves that our riches are fleeting and that our life with God in Jesus 
is most rewarding.  This understanding of life allows us to keep some wealth for present enjoyment, save wisely for 
future needs and give generously to advance the gospel and meet needs until Jesus returns.  

Opening Question: 
• List some negative effects that wealth can have on people’s lives.

1  Matthew 6:24
2  1 Timothy 6:10
3  Ecclesiastes 5:10
4  Matthew 19:24
5  James 5:3, 7
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 Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 5:1 – 6.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Why does James rebuke the rich?  
• What are the sinful things the rich are doing? 
• What is the difference between enjoying what God gives and self-indulgence?  
• How does remembering the Lord’s coming help battle greed?
• Read 1 Timothy 6:17 – 19.  What is a godly approach to wealth? 

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 5:1 – 6?
• In what ways do you need to change your attitudes about money? 
• How can you use your wealth in a way that honors God? 
• Are you content with the wealth God has given you? 
• Money will always compete for God’s place in your heart.  How can you prevent your heart from trusting in 

money? 
• How can sharing your wealth protect you from greed, oppression and self-indulgence?

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 5:1 – 6.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Is money bad?  No, it is necessary.  But loving money is bad.
• What happens when you love money? You use people to get more money and you use money to try to feel happy.
• What is a godly use of money? Money should be used to enjoy life, save for the future and give to others. 
• Is it wrong to be rich? No.  It is wrong to hoard money, use people to get more money and live self-indulgently.
• Parents, this week pray as a family and ask God to protect you from loving money. 



25

Date: June 12

Title: Waiting Patiently

Main Passage: James 5:7 - 12

Secondary Passages: Revelation 21:1 - 4; Psalm 37:1 - 10; Romans 8:28

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
In this world you will have many troubles, but take heart! I have overcome the world.
John 16:33

Overview: James 5:7 – 12 reminds us of the context of our lives until Jesus returns.  Like a farmer anticipating harvest 
day, we are people in waiting and as we wait we are called to patience and perseverance.  

Perseverance is the resolve to stay the course regardless of the difficulties that come our way.  It is seen in a couple 
who chooses love year after year.  It is seen in a pastor who continues to preach God’s word to God’s people.  It is seen 
in a business owner who gets up every morning to move the company forward.  It is seen in a marathon runner who 
continues to put one foot in front of the other and the author who keeps putting words to paper.

For the Christian, perseverance is seen in the resolve to continue to swim against the current of culture.  And it 
matters because every step forward will be contested.  The deep maturity we seek is achieved during an unrelenting 
war.  And so we must embrace a steadfast life - a life gladly surrendered to God’s word - a long obedience in the same 
direction.  

Patience is a bit more passive.  Patience is waiting.  It is seen in a mom who stays up until her daughter comes home.  
It is seen in the hunter who remains hidden until the deer wanders into range.  It is seen in a friend who keeps vigil at a 
sick bed and in the bride who waits for her wedding day.  

For the Christian, patience is paramount.  Things are not the way they should be.  And sometimes all we can do is wait 
until the coming of the Lord.

What empowers us to a life of patience and perseverance?  James gives us three simple things.

First, we know the Lord is coming.  One day the storm clouds will break and Jesus will come back.  One day our faith 
will be sight and on that day Jesus will judge.  He will set things right.

Second, we know others have gone before us.  Men and women of faith have been given the same calling and they 
persevered to the end.  So we are not alone in our suffering, and the examples of those who have gone before us 
show us the blessings of steadfastness.  

Finally, we know that God is kind.  His love abounds.  He is compassionate and merciful.  And he has a purpose in our 
suffering.  It will not be wasted, so we can persevere to the end.   
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Opening Question: 
• Who do you know that demonstrates patience and perseverance?  What have you learned from that person?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 5:7 – 12.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Why should Christians be patient and persevere? 
• In what ways is the illustration of the farmer a great metaphor for the Christian life? 
• What did the prophets gain through their suffering?
• In what ways do God’s mercy and compassion empower us to be patient and persevere? 
• Read Revelation 21:1 – 4.  How does the promise of Jesus’ return help Christians to persevere to the end?  
• Read Romans 8:28.  How does the promise of God’s purpose in our lives help you to be patient and persevere? 

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 5:7 – 12?
• When has it been difficult for you to be patient and persevere? 
• List some ways that God helps you to be patient and persevere.
• Talk about a time when you persevered in spite of difficult circumstances.  What were the rewards for your 

perseverance and patience?  What did you learn about yourself?  What did you learn about God? 
• List some ways that this small group can encourage you to be patient and persevere in tough times.  
 

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 5:7 – 12.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What is life like until Jesus returns? Life is beautiful but it is full of trials and troubles.
• What will life be like when Jesus returns? Life will be beautiful and full of blessing.
• What does God want us to do until Jesus returns?  God wants us to be patient and persevere.
• Is it easy to be patient and persevere? No. But remembering God’s goodness helps us to get through hard times.
• Parents, this week ask your children what hard times they have faced.  Also ask them what you can do to help 

them be patient and persevere to the end.  Finally, commit this week to asking God to empower your children 
to persevere to the end. 
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Date: June 19

Title: Praying Fervently

Main Passage: James 5:13 - 18

Secondary Passage: Luke 11: 1 - 13

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it 
did not rain on the earth. 
James 5:17  

Overview: James started his letter urging followers of Jesus to pray for wisdom in the face of trials and troubles.  Now 
James ends his letter with a similar note.  In James 5:13 – 18 we are called to pray about various situations in our lives, 
knowing that prayer is both powerful and effective. 

Prayer is one of God’s most gracious invitations.  The thought that in Jesus we can boldly approach God in our times 
of need and that God actually responds is breathtaking.  The God of this universe listens and responds to us.  As such, 
a mature Christian is prayerful during the various seasons of this life.   

Opening Question: 
• Think of a time when God answered a specific prayer for you.  How did that answered prayer change your life?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 5:13 – 18.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What advice does James give to those experiencing suffering, joy, and sickness?  
• Why is confession of sins an important part of experiencing healing? 
• What steps should a believer take to receive God’s healing? 
• What is the healing promised in James 5:13 – 18?
• What does Elijah teach us about prayer?
• Why is it so important to remember that Elijah was a man just like us? 
• Look at Luke 11:1 – 13.  What do you learn about prayer from Jesus?   

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 5:13 – 18?
• What keeps you from turning to God in prayer? 
• What great things would you like to see God do in your life, in your family and in your church? 
• What things could you do this week to talk with God more consistently in prayer?
• Take five minutes this week to write down a prayer to God about a situation in your life where you need him to 
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move and work in supernatural ways.  If you are comfortable, share your request with someone in your small group 
so they can pray for you.  

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 5:13 – 18.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What is prayer?  Prayer is a simple conversation with God about anything.
• Does God want you to talk with him? Yes. It brings him great joy when his kids talk to him.
• What can you talk to God about? You can talk to God about anything.
• What keeps people from talking to God? Sin and doubt.
• Parents, this week help your kids talk to God each night before they go to bed.  It is great that you pray for 

them, but perhaps this week you ask them to pray to God to thank him for the life he has given.  Making space 
for your children to talk with God is a great way to foster in them, at an early age, a love for prayer. 
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Date: June 26

Title: Restoring Drifters

Main Passage: James 5:19 - 20

Secondary Passages: Galatians 6:1 - 2; Matthew 18:15 - 20

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.
Proverbs 27:17  

Overview: It would be great if drifting never happened.  It would be great if once someone started following Jesus, 
they never faltered or failed.  It would be great if maturity in Christ was a given.  But it isn’t.  Christians can wander 
from the truth and prodigal sons and daughters can leave home.

So James closes his letter by calling us to the hard task of restoring those who wander from the truth.  Part of this 
restoration is, no doubt, a confrontation about the reality of their drifting.  For most of us, confrontation is the last 
thing we want to do.  But James helps us to see it is important both for our maturity and the maturity of others.    

Opening Question: 
• Why do you think so many people don’t like confrontation?  

Discussion Questions: 
• Read James 5:19 – 20.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• What does it mean to wander from the truth?  
• What is the benefit of bringing back a sinner from his or her wanderings? 
• Look at Galatians 6:1 – 2 and Matthew 18:15 – 17.  How are Christians to restore a brother or sister in Christ who is 

caught in sin?

Application Section: 
• What challenges or encourages you from James 5:19 – 20?
• Talk about a time when you wandered from the truth.  What did God use to bring you back? 
• How would you describe your relationship with God right now?  Are you close to him or are you wandering? 
• Do you know of anyone who is wandering from the truth?  What is God calling you to do to help that person? 
• What have you learned from this study through James?  In what ways have you grown deeper in your maturity as a 

Christian?  Stop and thank God for his good work in your life.
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Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read James 5:19 – 20.  What sticks out to you from this passage?
• Will people drift away from God? Yes. Sadly, some people drift away from God.
• What does God want you to do when you see someone drifting away? He wants you to tell them they are drifting 

away.  
• Is it scary to tell people the truth about their sin? Yes, but it is also very loving because it gives them a chance to come 

back to God.
• Parents, this week spend time in prayer asking God to keep your children from drifting away from him.  A great 

prayer to pray over your kids every night as you tuck them in bed is from Numbers 6:24 – 26: 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 
may the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; 
may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace.


