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In Romans 9 Paul examines predestination. The doctrine 
of predestination says that before the foundation of the 
world, God chose who he would save.1  This doctrine 
has raised no shortage of questions. Why are some 
people saved by God and not others? Is it because some 
people did not choose God or because God did not 
choose some people? Is predestination connected to 
God’s foreknowledge of the choices we would make? If 
God predestines people to go to heaven, does he also 
predestine people to go to hell? Did Jesus die for all people 

or did Jesus die only for those predestined for salvation? Is God sovereign over our wills? 
If so, why does God hold us responsible for our wills? 

In church history there are two broad theological camps that answer these questions in 
very different ways. These camps are named after the two theologians who systemized 
the different theological perspectives. Calvinism is named after John Calvin, and 
Arminianism is named after James Arminius. Calvinism stresses the sovereign choice 
of God in human salvation, while Arminianism stresses human freedom to choose 
salvation. 

The debate between these two theological positions can sometimes look like a cat 
getting a bath. There tends to be a lot of hissing, scratching and fighting. Sadly, this has 
meant that a doctrine meant to evoke worship as we marvel at the mystery of God’s 

SERIES
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1 	 Eph. 1:4–5 
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sovereignty while at the same time embracing the reality of our responsibility has 
brought no shortage of division. 

While it would be nice to avoid this divisive topic, Paul places predestination front and 
center in Romans 9. So in the next part of our series through Romans, we are going to 
explore what Paul reveals about God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. 

Growing up, the kids in my neighborhood liked to play “duck, duck, grey duck.” You are 
probably familiar with the game. Kids sit in a circle, and one person gets to walk around 
tapping the other kids on the head and declaring them to be a duck or a grey duck. The 
lucky kid chosen to be the grey duck would then chase the leader around the circle. This 
game was fun, but there were a few rules we put in place about how hard you could 
tap someone and how many times you could go around the circle. These rules kept the 
game fun for everyone. Since predestination seems to suggest that God also enjoys a 
good game of ‘duck, duck, grey duck,’ I’d like to offer a few ground rules that will keep 
our time in Romans 9 productive.

Rule 1
Stay	humble. As we make our way through Romans 9, remember that no one in 
human history has figured out the mystery between God’s sovereignty and human 
responsibility. Most likely we won’t end the debate, but we can have fun and gain a 
bigger perspective on God if we stay humble and remember that God’s ways are higher 
and deeper than our own. 

Rule 2
Don’t	make	one	truth	about	God	the	only	truth. For example, don’t affirm God’s love 
to the point where you nullify his justice. Or more to the point: don’t emphasize God’s 
sovereignty to the point where his kindness is no longer seen or emphasize his kindness 
to the point where his sovereignty is diminished. This is important because the Bible 
reveals a gloriously complex God, which means part of becoming a good theologian is 
learning to embrace and enjoy the tension and mystery of God’s complexity. 

Rule 3
Ground	your	thoughts	about	God	in	what	God	has	revealed	in	the	Bible. At the end of 
the day, what we feel about the way God should be doesn’t really matter. What matters 
is what God has revealed about himself in his Word. This is why it is important to look 
at your Bible as you construct your understanding of God. Often what can happen when 
we get to complex truths about God is we say things like, “I can’t believe in a God who 
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would do such and such.” Remember, what we feel we can or can’t believe about God 
doesn’t impact what is actually true about him. 

Rule 4
We	will	not	divide	over	this	issue. At Faith we have close-handed and open-handed 
doctrines. Close-handed doctrines are non-negotiable. These doctrines are in our 
statement of faith and include things like God being the Triune Creator of the world, 
humans being made in the image of God, Jesus being fully God and fully man and 
salvation by grace through faith in Jesus. Every member at Faith must affirm these close-
handed doctrines. These doctrines are what theologically unite us.

Open-handed doctrines are important beliefs that are non-essential for salvation and 
Christians are free to debate and disagree about. These include the age of the earth, 
the mode of baptism and communion, styles of worship music and the exercise of some 
spiritual gifts. At Faith, we see predestination as an open-handed issue. This means, you 
have great freedom to debate and discuss, but as you do, please do so with a sense of 
graciousness and charitability. This will not be something we divide over. 
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It is the preaching team’s hope that the coming five weeks will lead you into deep 
theological reflection and discussion as you consider predestination. This doctrine is meant 
to be a pillow for the Christian, meaning that even with the two polarizing positions of God’s 
sovereignty and human responsibility, predestination is intended to bring comfort and rest 
to the soul. It is our hope that, as you examine predestination with your friends, family and 
small group, you would do it in a way that is gracious, humble and loving, because the Bible 
is clear that we are to be known by our love and humility. 

As always, we trust God’s Word will meet you where you are and God’s Spirit will help you 
take your next step in your journey with Jesus. If there is anything we can do to help you 
take that step, let us know. We are here for you. 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Charlie for the Preaching Team 
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What is a small group?

Why should I join a small group?

How do I get connected to a small group?

Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from Faith who meet regularly 
for friendship, prayer and Bible study.  

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend. However, 
at the heart of each small group is a desire to see tight-knit community form that is 
marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other people in the small group.  

We are made for friendship with God and others. When we are not known and loved 
by others, we suffer because we are not experiencing all that God created us to 
experience. Additionally, life is too difficult to journey alone. Therefore, small groups 
are a place where we can connect in friendship with other people through the ups and 
downs of life.

The easiest way to get connected to a small group is to click on “Small Groups” in the 
Faith Church app or go to faithchurchfortcollins.org/smallgroups. You can also sign 
up on Sunday by filling out the Connect Card or stopping by the Connection Center. 
Finally, if you would like to join a small group, you can call the church at 
970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS 
AT FAITH
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SEPT
12

Main Passage:  
Romans 9:1–5

PAU L’ S  H E A RT
One common criticism to the doctrine of predestination is 
that it leads to a heartless Christianity that is not motivated 
to share the gospel of Jesus or love non-Christians. Sadly, 
in some instances this criticism is well deserved. Too often 
Christians have embraced Paul’s theology but not his 
industriousness in ministry or his heart for the lost. 

In our verses for today we see Paul’s heart. Paul longs for 
his own people to know and love Jesus. His longing is so 

great that he would gladly trade his salvation for theirs. Additionally, in the book of Acts, 
we see that Paul worked hard and suffered greatly to share Jesus and start churches. He 
was single and didn’t have the comfort of a home. He was often poor or imprisoned, and 
at times, he held a second job to finance his efforts to reach lost people. Paul’s example 
of evangelism and suffering for the lost must be the context in which we read his words 
about predestination. Clearly from Paul we see that the doctrine of predestination and 
deep love for non-Christians are not antithetical. As a matter of fact, as Romans unfolds, 
we discover that the motivation for Paul’s missionary effort was his confidence that God 
will save those who are predestined for salvation and his work would bring into reality 
God’s eternal plans and purposes.
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• Describe something that you really want to see happen in your life. What are you 
doing to see that longing become a reality? 

• Read Romans 9:1–5. What stands out to you from this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 

• What does this passage reveal about Paul’s heart for his people?  
  
 
 
 
 

• Read Romans 10:14–15. What is Paul’s attitude towards evangelism?  
 
 
 
 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E
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• How are you personally encouraged or challenged from Romans 9:1–5? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Do you share Paul’s heart for lost people to meet Jesus?  
 
 
 
 
 

• What helps you to develop a heart for lost people?  
 
 
 
 
 

• How could knowing with confidence that God will save those predestined to 
salvation fuel a life of missions and evangelism?  
 
 
 
 
 

• Paul talks about people he really wishes would be saved. Who are those people for 
you, and how can we pray for them?   

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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At the heart of Christian confidence is the reality that the 
God who started his plan and purpose for us in eternity 
past will see his plan through to completion. We are saved 
according to God’s purpose and his work in us. Nothing 
about our salvation is determined by us. At the bottom of 
our salvation is grace. Paul expresses this hope in Romans 
8:30: And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 

A question that is often asked when it comes to God’s plans is this: Did God make plans 
for us in eternity past because he knew the choices we would ultimately make? In other 
words, did God predestine some people for salvation because he knew the choices they 
would freely make in the future?

To answer this question, Paul turns to Genesis 25. There we discover that Isaac and 
Rebekah had two sons, Jacob and Esau. Paul reveals that before Jacob and Esau were 
born and before they had done anything good or bad, God chose to have the older 
brother serve the younger brother and to use the younger brother to carry on his 
sovereign plan of redemption. Remember, this truth isn’t Paul’s opinion. It is God’s 
revelation. All of Scripture is inspired by God. So from Romans 9:6–13 we learn that 
God chooses to bless and work through people before they are born. In other words, 

SEPT
19

Main Passage:  
Romans 9:6–13

G O D ’ S  S OV E R E I G N 
C H O I C E
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predestination is not based on foreknowledge, it’s based on grace.
 
To emphasize this reality, Paul quotes Malachi 1:2–3, where we are told that God loved 
Jacob and hated Esau. Admittedly, this makes God appear cruel, so some commentators 
have tried to lessen the blow by suggesting that the word hate might be better 
translated “to pass over,” so God didn’t hate Esau but passed over him to work through 
Jacob to bring Jesus into the world. 

Whatever one’s conclusion regarding these interpretive options, one thing is very clear 
in Romans 9:6–13: God chose to bless Jacob and not Esau. Additionally, his decision 
to bless was not based on what either boy had done nor was it based on Jacob being 
morally superior to Esau. The one thing that Jacob and Esau had in common was their 
sinfulness. That God chose to bless and work through either boy is a testimony to his 
grace. The hope that flows from this passage is the reality that God’s plans and purposes 
for our lives will come to completion. 

• What is your favorite food? And why do you like it so much?

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

• Read Romans 9:6–13. What stands out to you from this passage?  
 
 
 
 

• Does being a child of Abraham give you all the promises God gave to Abraham?  
 
 
 
 

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E
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• Paul talks about God’s sovereign choice to reveal that God’s word does not fail (v. 6). 
How does the doctrine of God’s sovereignty increase your confidence in God’s plans 
and purposes? 
 
 
 
 

• What is personally comforting about the doctrine of God’s sovereign choice? What 
questions does it raise for you?  
 

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• According to Paul, how does one become a child of God?  
 
 
 
 

• Why did God tell Rebekah that her older boy would serve the younger brother? 
 
 
 
 

• What does it mean that God’s purpose of election might continue? 
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• Honestly, how would your life be worse right now if God had not inserted himself in 
your life and chosen to love, forgive, save and serve you?   

NOTES AND PRAYER
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When it comes to God choosing some people for salvation, 
often accusations are made that God is not fair or he is 
unjust. Paul anticipates these accusations, so in the next 
section of Romans he unpacks the reality that there is 
nothing unfair about God being gracious to some people, 
when all people have hard and rebellious hearts. 

To reveal this reality, Paul explores the hardening of 
Pharaoh in Exodus 7–12. The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart 
shows that God is not like a violent father who throws 

his son into a wall and then punishes him for making a hole in the wall. Pharaoh had 
multiple opportunities to respond to God’s grace, power and mercy, and he did not. 
Therefore, Pharaoh is completely responsible for his hard heart. He willfully chose 
rebellion. This helps us to see that God never hardens someone’s heart without their 
willful participation. 

The only thing that would have changed Pharaoh’s heart was God’s merciful 
intervention. The fact that God didn’t soften Pharaoh’s heart doesn’t make God unjust. 
The fact that God softens any heart makes him merciful.  

God’s mercy is the dominate theme of salvation throughout history. When we reflect on 
our own lives, we catch glimpses of just how patient and merciful God has been to us. 

SEPT
26

Main Passage:  
Romans 9:14–24

T H E  P OT T E R  A N D 
T H E  C L AY
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O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

• Think of something you have made or designed (a work of art, a meal, a piece of 
furniture, a computer chip, a car, etc.). What was your purpose in making it? How 
did you feel about it once it was done?

• Read Romans 9:14–24. What stands out to you from these verses?    
 
 
 
 

• What do these verses reveal about the character of God? 
 
 
 
 

He pursued us when we were living in sin. He softened our hearts. He waited while we 
rebelliously said no to him. Our own experiences testify to the reality that our hearts 
were softened by the mercy of God.

As you discuss this passage, remember the doctrine of predestination comes with 
mystery. Some verses in Exodus describe Pharaoh hardening his own heart (Exodus 7:22; 
8:15; 9:35; 13:5), while other verses say that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 
9:12; 10:20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8). When it comes to predestination, the thing to keep in 
mind is simply this: Predestination reveals that we cannot thwart God’s plans for our 
lives, and at the same time, we are responsible for the choices that we make.
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• What do these verses reveal about salvation? 
 
 
 
 

• On whom does God have mercy and compassion?  
 
 
 
 

• Why was Pharaoh raised up (v. 17)?  
 
 
 
 

• What right does God, the Creator, have over his creation?  
 
 
 
 

• Meditate on verses 20–21. How does this humble you and help you exalt and 
worship God? 
 
 
 
 

• How is God’s ability to soften hearts an encouragement to you?
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I N TO  YO U R  L I F E

• Who can you think of who was not seeking God when God saved them?  
 
 
 
 

• If you had to pick one word to describe your heart when God found you, what would 
that be and why (e.g., hard, broken, confused, selfish, proud, fearful, tender, etc.)? 
 
 
 
 

• Pick a word or a phrase to currently describe your heart toward God. What is that 
word or phrase? Is there any part of your heart that is hardening toward God? How 
is your life a testimony to God’s ability to change your heart?  
 
 
 
 

• Do you have any preconceived notions about who God is and how he should work? 
What are they and how can preconceived notions become an area of struggle or 
hardheartedness?  
 
 
 
 

• How does this passage encourage you in your efforts to help people know and follow 
Jesus? 
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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OCT 
03

Main Passage:  
Romans 9:25–29

In our passage for this week Paul continues to explore 
God’s sovereignty over salvation by quoting two Old 
Testament prophets, Hosea and Isaiah. The quote from 
Hosea reveals God’s sovereign plan to save unsaveable 
people. The quote from Isaiah reveals God’s sovereign plan 
to save a remnant of sinful people. 

Both quotes occur in the context of a story. So here is a bit 
of background to better understand the quotes. 

Hosea was told by God to marry a woman who would be 
utterly unfaithful to him. God asked Hosea to do this because he wanted to provide a 
visible illustration of how broken, rebellious and unfaithful the people of Israel had been 
to God, but how faithful, kind, loving and patient God had been to them. 

Hosea’s unfaithful wife had three children, and most likely Hosea wasn’t the dad. With 
each child, God intervened to give a symbolic name. Jazreel, the name of the first child, 
refers to the sinful rebellion of God’s people and how God would scatter and send them 
away. Lo-Ruhamah, the name of the second child, means not loved or no mercy. Finally, 
the name of the last child, Lo-Ammi means not my people. 

How do these strange names illustrate God’s sovereign plan to love and save people who 
are stubborn, unfaithful and unable to save themselves? Later in Hosea we learn that 
those who were called “not my people” become children of the living God.  

T H E  T E ST I M O N Y  O F 
T H E  P R O P H E T S
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• Share three or four preconceived notions that people have had about you. 

• Read Romans 9:25–29. What stands out to you from these verses?    
 
 
 
 

• What do these verses reveal about God?   
 
 
 
 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

The quote from Isaiah about God preserving a remnant points to God’s faithfulness 
to follow through with his sovereign plan to save a remnant of sinful people. At the 
time that Isaiah wrote the words quoted by Paul, the nation of Israel was living in utter 
rebellion. Apart from the grace of God, all they deserved was destruction, similar to 
the fire from heaven that consumed Sodom and Gomorrah. Yet God promised to save a 
remnant, and his ability to do so points to his sovereignty over the sinful heart, his grace 
to sinners and his faithfulness to keep his promises. 

Taken together, the testimony of the prophets is this: God’s sovereign plan for salvation 
will happen! Those who are “not my people” will become children of the living God! A 
remnant of sinful people will be saved! But salvation cannot always be predicted. God is 
utterly free to choose to give his undeserved mercy to whomever he wants, and God is 
utterly free to give other people over to the life, and the destiny, that they have chosen.
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• Why does it matter that God has kept his promises to save stubborn and unfaithful 
people?    
 
 
 
 

• In what ways does the story of Hosea and his unfaithful wife reveal God’s 
sovereignty over salvation?  
 
 
 
 

• In what ways does the testimony of Isaiah about God saving a remnant of sinful 
people reveal God’s sovereignty over salvation?  
 
 
 
 

• In Romans 9, Paul grounds his thoughts about God in the Old Testament. He traces 
the doctrine of predestination through Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, Pharoah 
and the prophets. Why is it important to ground our thoughts about God in the 
Bible? What happens when we ground our thoughts about God in our opinions?   
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• How does the language of “not my people” being called “my people” and “not 
loved” being called “loved” move or challenge you? ` 
 
 
 
 

• How does the fact that your salvation is entirely the result of God’s predestination 
move you to greater humility and gratitude?  
 
 
 
 

• How does the fact that your salvation is entirely the result of God being faithful to 
keep his promises move you to confidence and peace?   
 
 
 
 

• Do you have questions about the doctrine of predestination that you need to 
continue to wrestle with?  
 
 
 
 

• Paul’s motive for evangelism was grounded in his confidence that God would save 
those chosen for salvation. What steps can you take to more confidently share Jesus 
knowing that those who are predestined will respond?  
 
 
 

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R
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The argument Paul has been making in Romans 9 is simple: 
At the bottom of salvation is God’s sovereign grace. He 
has made this case by exploring various examples in the 
Old Testament that reveal a God who is sovereign. Now 
he closes his exploration of predestination by describing 
the reality that the Gentiles were more responsive to the 
gospel than the Jews, even though the Jews were God’s 
chosen people. 

Paul’s final exploration of God’s sovereignty is puzzling. On one hand, the response of 
the Gentiles to the gospel highlights God’s sovereignty because the Gentiles who did 
not pursue righteousness obtained it (v. 30). And yet the unbelief of the Jews highlights 
human responsibility. The Jews had not pursued righteousness by faith, and the Jews 
stumbled over Jesus (v. 32). 

So which is it? Is God sovereign, or are we responsible for our actions?  

I think Paul is masterfully revealing at the end of this section that God’s sovereignty and 
human responsibility stand in relationship to each other. They form a theological tension 
to embrace, not a theological problem to solve. The Bible never reveals that because 
something happened totally in accord with God’s plans, humans are not responsible 
for their actions. Nor does the Bible reveal that humans were ever able to thwart God’s 
sovereign plans. 

OCT
10

Main Passage:  
Romans 9:30–33

ST U M B L I N G  OV E R 
J E S U S
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• Can you identify a decision in the past that served as the beginning of a new and 
better chapter in the story of your life? What events brought about that decision you 
made?

• Read Romans 9:30–33. What stands out to you from these verses?  
 
 
 
 

• How do these verses reveal God’s sovereignty?  
 
 
 
 

• How do these verses reveal human responsibility?  
 
 
 
 

O P E N I N G  Q U E ST I O N

I N TO  T H E  B I B L E

Here is what the Bible clearly teaches:

1. God is completely sovereign over all history.

2. Every human being is completely responsible for his or her choices.

So how should we respond? Instead of getting bent out of shape trying to resolve a 
tension God wants us to embrace, we should ask the God who is sovereign over our 
hearts to give us hearts that willingly respond to Jesus, lest we stumble over him. 
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• How have you stumbled over Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

• Have you seen people who were not seeking God and yet in whom God worked to 
bring them to faith?  
 
 
 
 

• Are there any circumstances in your life right now where it is difficult for you to trust 
God’s sovereignty?  
 
 
 
 

• Are there any circumstances in your life right now where God’s sovereignty would be 
a comfort or an encouragement?  
 
 
 
 

• As we close this study on God’s sovereignty and human responsibility, what 
questions do you still have?  
 
 
 
 

I N TO  YO U R  L I F E
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N OT E S  A N D  P R AY E R

• At the end of the day, God’s sovereignty is meant to lead us to worship. Close small 
group this week by worshiping God for who he is and what he has done in Jesus.
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PA S SAG E S  T H AT 
S U P P O RT  H U M A N 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

Isaiah 55:1 - Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price.

Isaiah 65:2 - I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious 
people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their 
own devices. 

Ezekiel 33:11 - Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; 
turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

Matthew 11:28 - Come to me [Jesus], all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 

John 3:16–17 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

John 3:19 - And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 

John 5:40 - Yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 
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John 12:46–48 - I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not 
remain in darkness. If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge him; 
for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. The one who rejects me and 
does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the 
last day. 

Acts 7:51 - You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the 
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 

Acts 16:31 - Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.

Acts 17:30 - The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent. 

Romans 2:4–5 - Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 
patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because 
of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.

Romans 10:14–15 - How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

Romans 10:21 - But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient 
and contrary people.” 

1 Timothy 2:3–4 - This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all 
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Hebrews 10:26–29 - For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and 
a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

Revelation 22:17 - The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life 
without price. 
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PA S SAG E S  T H AT 
S U P P O RT  G O D ’ S 

S OV E R E I G N T Y

Genesis 21:12–13 - But God said to Abraham, “Be not 
displeased because of the boy and because of your slave 
woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for 
through Isaac shall your offspring be named. And I will make a 
nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your 
offspring.” 

Exodus 9:16 - But for this purpose I have raised you up, to 
show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in 
all the earth. 

Exodus 33:19 - And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim 
before you my name ‘The Lord.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” 

Deuteronomy 7:7 - It was not because you were more in number than any other people that 
the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 

Deuteronomy 10:15 - Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their 
offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 

1 Samuel 12:22 - For the Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake, because it 
has pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself. 

2 Chronicles 6:6 - “I have chosen Jerusalem that my name may be there, and I have chosen 
David to be over my people Israel.” 



 p. 33 Romans | The Letter that Changed the World

Psalm 65:4 - Blessed is the one you choose and bring near to dwell in your courts! We shall 
be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple! 

Psalm 135:4 - For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession. 

Proverbs 16:4 - The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of 
trouble. 

Proverbs 21:1 - The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it 
wherever he will. 

Jeremiah 1:5 - “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

Ezekiel 11:19–20 - And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I 
will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, that they may 
walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God. 

Ezekiel 36:26 - And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

Daniel 4:34–35 - At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and 
my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who 
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he 
does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 

Malachi 1:2–3 - “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is 
not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob but Esau I have hated. I 
have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” 

Matthew 22:14 - For many are called, but few are chosen. 

Matthew 24:31 - And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Luke 18:7 - And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he 
delay long over them? 
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John 5:21 - For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to 
whom he will. 

John 6:37–39 - All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him 
who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he 
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 

John 15:16 - You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it to you. 

John 15:19 - If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

Acts 4:27–28 - In this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples 
of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 

Acts 13:17 - The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great 
during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 

Acts 13:48 - And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word 
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 

Romans 8:29–30 - For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 
whom he justified he also glorified. 

Romans 8:33 - Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 

1 Corinthians 1:27–28 - God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are. 

Ephesians 1:3–12 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him 
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we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In him we 
have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

Philippians 1:29 - For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also suffer for his sake. 

Colossians 3:12 - Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 

1 Thessalonians 1:4–5 - For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 - But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved 
by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by 
the Spirit and belief in the truth. 

2 Timothy 2:10 - Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

Titus 1:1 - Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of 
God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness.

1 Peter 1:1 - Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion. 

1 Peter 2:4 - As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious.

1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

2 Peter 1:10 - Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and 
election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 
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