
The Church
Grace Made Visible

The church is God’s family.  It is not those who have signed up to a human institution, or who find 
themselves in natural sympathy with Christian ethics and church life.  It is those who have been brought 
into God’s family through the reconciling work of his Son.

Sam Allberry

What comes to mind when you think about the church?  

My guess is that it isn’t all flattering.  For many people today, the church is seen as irrelevant at best - a meeting 
place for those whose hobby happens to be God.  At worst, the church is seen as deeply flawed because of the 
various scandals and abuses of power that have been part of its history.  We must not deny that such things have 
happened.  Sadly, there have been many occasions in which the church has failed to honor Jesus and has lost sight 
of its mission to make God’s grace visible for the world to see.  The end result is that many today have given up on 
the church.

To be honest, I understand the temptation to give up on the church, especially given the city we live in.  After 
all, with mountain hikes only a 15 minute drive from our front doors, and great restaurants all throughout our city 
offering tasty brunch on Sunday mornings, it is tempting to think, “I could spend my morning hiking, or grabbing 
coffee with friends; Why go to church?”  

Every Christian needs a biblical answer to that question, especially in a culture that tends to see the church as 
irrelevant, flawed, and failing.  So this next series at Faith is about discovering what the church is, and why we need 
it. 

As we step into this series, the preaching team doesn’t pretend to know how you feel about the church, but 
regardless of how you feel, our prayer is that this series helps you to be excited about the church.  We understand 
that your feelings may be a long way away from excitement today, but we believe that when you understand what 
the church is, who the church belongs to, and how to engage with the church, your soul will want to be part of Jesus’ 
church, not because you have to, but because you genuinely want to make his grace visible.  

It continues to be our joy to teach God’s word to God’s people here at Faith!

Every Blessing,
Pastor Charlie for the Preaching Team
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No one is born into this world with a theology. So each generation must rediscover the truths of Scripture for itself.

Preaching the Bible is one of the primary tools God has given the church for this to take place.  

Small groups are the place where the preaching at Faith is applied and where our church is encouraged to live out 
God's word.  Members of Faith’s small groups take time each week to discuss the previous Sunday’s sermon, share 
specific insights from the Bible, and care for one another so that as a church we grow up to maturity in Jesus.  

This study guide has been put together to give you an overview of our current sermon series so that you know 
where we are going and so that you are prepared for great discussions in your small group.  

Here is an overview of what you will find for each week in this study guide:

Main Passage – This is the passage the teaching pastor will preach from.  

Secondary Passages – These passages help to unpack and explain the main passage.  

Passage for Memorization and Meditation – This is one passage to memorize and meditate on throughout the 
week so that at all times you are giving Jesus an opportunity to work in your life.  

Overview – This is an overview of what will be discussed in small group this week.

Opening Question – This is a general question meant to spark conversation. 

Discussion Questions – These are questions related to the Bible passages.

Application Questions – These are questions and ideas for applying the Bible to your life. 

Table Time With Kids – These are questions and ideas for families with young kids.  

These materials are not meant to be a rigid formula for your small group, but rather a means for intentional study, 
discussion, and life application so that ultimately, as a church, we grow together to maturity in Jesus.  

We hope you find this helpful.

INTRODUCTION TO 
SMALL GROUP RESOURCES





What is a small group?
Small groups at Faith are small gatherings of people from Faith that meet regularly for friendship, prayer, and Bible 
Study.   

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend.  However, at the heart of each small 
group is a desire to see a tight-knit community form that is marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other 
people in the small group.  

Why should I join a small group? 
We are made for friendship with God and others. When we are not known and loved by others, we suffer because 
we are not experiencing all that God created us to experience.  Additionally, life is too difficult to journey alone.  
Therefore, small groups are a place where we can connect in friendship with other people through the ups and 
downs of life.

How do I get connected to a small group?
The easiest way to get connected to a small group is to go to www.faithchurchfortcollins.org/small_group.  You can 
also sign up on Sunday by filling out the Bluebook.  Finally, if you would like to join a small group, you can call the 
church at 970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS AT FAITH
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Church is the textured context in which we grow up in Christ to maturity. But church is difficult. Sooner 
or later, though, if we are serious about growing up in Christ, we have to deal with church. I say sooner. 
Why? The short answer is because the Holy Spirit formed it to be a colony of heaven in a country of 
death. Church is the core element in the strategy of the Holy Spirit providing human witness and physical 
presence to the Jesus-inaugurated kingdom of God in this world.  It is not that kingdom complete, but it 
is a witness to that kingdom. 

Eugene Peterson

Title: What Is The Church?

Main Passage: Acts 2:42-47
 

Secondary Passages: 1 Peter 2:1-12, Ephesians 5:25-33

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.                 
Ephesians 5:25

Overview: It’s easy to think of the church as a stuffy building for people who happen to follow Jesus or as a lifeless 
group of narrow-minded people who criticize others.  While these are common perceptions of the church, they do 
not capture what the Bible teaches.  

The word we commonly translate ‘church’ in the New Testament is the Greek word ecclesia, which simply means 
‘assembly’ or ‘gathering’.  So biblically, the church is a gathering of people who know and follow Jesus.  

According to Acts 2:42-47 this gathering is devoted to four things: (1) the gospel, (2) one another, (3) worship, and 
(4) prayer.  This definition of the church helps us to see that, technically, people don’t enter a church on Sundays; 
rather, the church enters a building as it gathers to worship Jesus.  Additionally, this gathering isn’t lifeless or bored; 
this gathering is devoted to Jesus and the advancement of his kingdom.  

In the Bible, we see that the church is not only a gathering; it is also a family.  This is why the very first Christians, 
who were not biologically related to each other, referred to one another as brothers and sisters.  Paul highlights the 
reality that the church is a family in 1 Timothy 3:4-5: [An elder] must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for 
God’s church? Paul’s point is that as a home is a biological family, so a church is a spiritual family, and both must be 
managed well.

Three great things happen in spiritual and biological families – at least, families and churches that are at their best.  
First, we are loved and accepted unconditionally.  Second, we are given a safe place to explore who we are and what 
we believe.  Finally, we learn to become the person God created us to be.  

In the Bible, we see that the church is also the bride of Jesus.1   This helps us to understand that Jesus doesn’t just 
launch the church and let it be.  No.  He cares for the church.  He loves his church.  We belong to him, and when 

1  See Ephesians 5:25-33 and Revelation 21:1-2
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heaven comes to earth we will not sneak in the back door; we will walk down the aisle with Jesus because we are his 
beautiful bride. 

Finally, in the Bible we see that the church is a peculiar people.2   In other words, God has set the church apart.  The 
church is different from the world around it.  God’s purpose in setting the church apart is so that his grace might 
be made visible through the church as we proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

So the church is not a building, nor is it a hobby.  The church is a blood-bought bride.  It is a forever family.  It 
is a gathering of set-apart people who know and follow Jesus.  When we think about the church in this way, our 
involvement with the church begins to be more exciting because we realize that we are part of something significant, 
eternal, and irresistible.  We are part of God’s great strategy for pointing people to his great love. 

Opening Question:
• When you hear the word ‘church,’ what comes to mind?  Why?

Discussion Questions
• Read Acts 2:42-47.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• According to Acts 2:42-47, what was the early church devoted to? 

• Why do you think the church was so compelling in Acts 2:42-47?

• Read Ephesians 5:25-33.  What do these verses reveal about Jesus’ love for the church? 

• Read 1 Peter 2:1-12.  How does Peter describe the church in these verses?

• According to what you have read, what are 7-9 marks of a healthy church? 

Application Questions
• What are some things you think people find resistible about the church?  Is their assessment fair? 

• Practically, what does it look like to declare the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
glorious light? 

• Practically, what does it look like to be devoted to the gospel, one another, worship, and prayer? 

• Close this week by praying for specific ministries at Faith Church.  Here are several to pray for: 

Worship Ministry College Ministry
Ministry Leader: Dan Pahlau Ministry Leader: Preston Miller

Care Ministry Student Ministry
Ministry Leader: Grant Pahlau Ministry Leader: Steve Baumgaertner

Small Group Ministry Children's Ministry
Ministry Leader: Valerie Bouchard Ministry Leader: Sandy Simpson

2  1 Peter 2:9-10
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Table Time With Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• Read Acts 2:42-47.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• What is the church?  The church is a community called by God by grace through faith in Jesus who love, learn 
about, witness, and worship God together. 

• Does Jesus love the church?  Yes. Jesus loves the church very much.  He gave his life for the church.

• Is the church filled with perfect people?  No. The church is filled with people who are pursuing Jesus.  Because we 
are pursuing Jesus, we are made more and more like him.

• Do you have a role in the church?  Yes.  The church is like a body and every Christian has a role to play in that 
body.  It is important that you are praying for the church and using the gifts that Jesus has given to you to serve the 
church. 
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 WEEK #2
Don’t assume that because you are a church leader you have finally arrived.  It ’s just the opposite; 
becoming a church leader should inject you with a new urgency to go further in your own imitation of 
Jesus.  

Jeramie Rinne

Title: What Makes A Good Church Leader?

Main Passage: 1 Peter 5:1-5
 

Secondary Passages: 1 Timothy 3:1-13, Ephesians 4:11-16

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”   
Matthew 20:25-28

Overview: For better or for worse, the health of a local church rises and falls based on the spiritual health of those 
in leadership.  For this reason, the New Testament is very clear about the kind of character that is required of those 
who lead the church.

According to Jesus, church leaders aren’t to lord authority over people, nor are they to lead out of selfish ambition 
for worldly power or possessions.  Instead, church leaders are to be humble.  They are to sacrificially serve.  When 
conflict arises, church leaders are to be gentle and thoughtful.  When there are questions of theology, a church 
leader doesn’t assert his or her perspective but rather points to the Bible, for latter has authority and the former 
doesn’t.  Finally, a leader in the church must be above reproach.  This doesn’t mean that leaders in the church are 
perfect; rather, they are following Jesus and experiencing life transformation.  

When it comes to the question of who has authority in the church, the answer is undoubtedly Jesus.  While this may 
seem obvious, sadly, many church leaders function as if they are in authority and as if their word is final.  So, at risk 
of stating the obvious, every church must place Jesus in the position of highest authority.  This means that Jesus’ 
word is the first and final authority for the church.  As such, members of a church must consistently read the Bible to 
see if their leaders are aligned with Jesus.1   If the leaders of the church are obeying, teaching, and trusting the Bible, 
then they should be followed and honored.2   Conversely, if leaders neglect the Bible, they should not be honored or 
obeyed because authority in the church doesn’t simply come by holding a position; it comes from Jesus who gives 
his authority to those who know and follow him.      

Pulling all this together, good human leadership in the church consists of qualified Christians who are encouraging 
other people to follow them as they follow Jesus.  

1  Acts 17:11
2  Hebrews 13:17
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Opening Question:

• Who is a leader that you admire? What do you admire about that person?

Discussion Questions:

• Read 1 Peter 5:1-5 and 1 Timothy 3:1-13.  What sticks out to you from these verses?  

• According to these verses, what are the qualifications for people who serve in ministry?  

• Read John 13:1-14.  How does Jesus’ example cast a vision for leadership in his church?

• Practically, what does servant leadership look like?   

Application Questions:

• Talk about a leader - parent, boss, or coach - who has had a big influence in your life.  What was it about that 
leader that made him or her special?

• Have you ever been under the authority of a poor leader? If so, what impact did that have?

• Think about someone you lead.  What is one thing you can you do this week to leverage your leadership for 
that person’s benefit? 

• Close this week by praying specifically for the leaders at Faith.  Ask God to protect them and to empower 
them to lead like Jesus.  

Table Time With Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• Read 1 Peter 5:1-5.  What sticks out to you from these verses?  

• What does God require of those who lead his people?  God requires church leaders to be humble servants 
who follow Jesus and who encourage other people to follow Jesus. 

• Parents, this week lead your kids in a time of prayer for the leaders at Faith.  
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When we depend upon organizations, we get what organizations can do; when we depend upon 
education we get what education can do; when we depend upon man we get what man can do; but 
when we depend upon prayer, we get what God can do.  

A. C. Dixon

Title: How Do I Pray For The Church?

Main Passages: Ephesians 3:14-21
 

Secondary Passages: Acts 1:14, 4:24-30, 6:6, 7:60, 9:40, 11:8, 12:5, 13:3, 14:23

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.                     
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Overview: One thing the church has consistently been devoted to is prayer.  The simple reason for this is that 
the church is called to do something that only God can do.  After all, the transformation of the human heart is a 
miracle and faith is a gift from God.  So if God doesn’t move, all our work is in vain.  To say it another way, a church 
that feels competent in itself to make an eternal impact knows neither God nor the path to effective ministry, and 
a church that does not know the rhythm of desperation and deliverance has its sights only on what it can achieve 
without God’s mighty power.  

In looking through the book of Acts, we see that the church prayed regularly.  They prayed for courage and 
effectiveness in sharing the gospel.  They prayed for missionaries, new members, new leaders, and needs in their 
community.  When Peter was in prison, the church prayed for his release.  When God’s grace came to the Gentiles, 
the church praised God for his goodness.  In many ways prayer was the heartbeat of the early church and must be 
the heartbeat for the church today.  

Practically, what does praying for the church look like?  For starters, we need to be in a small group where needs are 
shared and prayed for each week.  We also need to be personally praying for the Lord to provide for and protect the 
ministry of our church.  One of the great prayers we can pray for the church is found in Ephesians 3:14-21.  There 
Paul prays that the church in Ephesus might be spiritually strengthened, and that they might comprehend the 
fullness of God’s great love for them.  It is not extreme to set aside time for prayer and fasting each week for the 
church, because the work God has called us to will not be accomplished without him and God delights in answering 
our prayers.  

As we close, it should be said that prayer for the church is a discipline and it is vital to a healthy relationship with 
Jesus.  The notion of a discipline being essential to a healthy relationship with Jesus may seem strange.  After 
all, discipline is about routine and effort, and a relationship with Jesus is supposed to be fluid and somewhat 
spontaneous.  But if you think about it, every healthy relationship is held together partly by disciplined action and 
routine.  Imagine a friendship in which neither partner put forward effort.  The friendship will eventually deteriorate.  
Our relationship with God shares a similar dynamic.  Abandoning the practice of prayer for the church leaves God 
at the periphery of our lives and the periphery of our church.  Conversely, regularly praying for the church draws us 
into a closer and more dependent relationship with God.  

 WEEK #3
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Opening Question:
• What do you think are obstacles that keep people from praying for their church? 

Discussion Questions:
• Read Acts 1:14, 4:24-30, 6:6, 7:60, 9:40, 11:8, 12:5, 13:3, 14:23.  Based on these passages, what role did prayer 

have in the early church?

• Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• What does Paul pray for the church in Ephesus?   

• In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, Paul calls the church to pray without ceasing.  What do you think this looks like? 

Application Questions:
• Is prayer for the church a struggle for you?  Why or why not? 

• What does prayer for the church look like in your life?  

• What will you do this week to establish prayer for your church as a regular practice in your life?

• Close this week by intentionally praying for the members of your small group and your church.  

Table Time With Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  What sticks out to you from these verses? 

• Does God hear us when we pray?  Yes.  God is a personal God who listens to his people.

• What can we talk to God about?  We can talk to God about anything.  

• How can we pray for others?  We can ask God to bless other people and to help other people know and follow 
Jesus.  
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What we are in our differing individuality we are by grace. You may not think so. You may not approve 
of what God has made of you for the sake of his body. You may think he made a mistake. Or that 
he is cruel. I don’t think that is mainly a self-esteem issue. It ’s mainly a God-esteem issue. Will you trust 
him—that your individuality is a work of grace. You are a gift of grace to the church. You will find that 
when you start loving the church in practical ways.

John Piper

Title: What Is My Role In The Church?

Main Passage: Romans 12:1-13
 

Secondary Passages: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, Matthew 28:18-20, 1 Peter 4:10, Ephesians 4:11-15, Galatians 6:6, 
Hebrews 10:24-25, 13:17 

Passage for Memorization and Meditation: 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1 Corinthians 12:7

Overview: Church is not something we go to but rather something we belong to.  As such, it is important that every 
Christian faithfully fulfills his or her unique role within the church.  

According to the Bible, every Christian has a role within the church.  Jesus calls each of us to make disciples.1   Peter 
says we are to use our gifts to serve others.2   Paul instructs us to speak the truth in love so that the church becomes 
mature.3   Paul also encourages us to give financially to support the church’s ministry.4   Additionally, the author 
of Hebrews commands us to make our involvement with the church a priority and to honor those who serve in 
ministry.5   

Do you see what all these verses point to?  We have been designed by God to need other Christians to help us keep 
going in the faith, and we have been designed by God to help other Christians to do likewise.  As such, being a 
healthy member of the church is an important part of the Christian life.   

Being a healthy member of the church is often neglected.  The trend these days is towards an individualized and 
privatized faith.  Often people say, “I don’t need the church to have a personal relationship with Jesus.”  But this isn’t 
true.  We can’t love Jesus without loving his people.6 

So whether you’re a pastor or an average church attender, whether you are an adult or a child, whether you have 
been a Christian for two weeks or two decades, you need the church and the church needs you.     

1 Matthew 28:18-20 
2 1 Peter 4:10
3 Ephesians 4:13-15
4 Galatians 6:6
5 Hebrews 10:25, 13:17
6 1 John 4:21

 WEEK #4

13



Opening Question:
• Why do you think people today tend to neglect being involved with a church? 

Discussion Questions:
• Read Romans 12:1-13.  What sticks out to you from these verses?

• How does Paul describe the church in verses 4-5? 

• How have you seen the truth that the members of the church are like members of a body?

• What are some of the different roles in the church that Paul highlights?

• Look at 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, Matthew 28:18-20, 1 Peter 4:10, Ephesians 4:11-15, Galatians 6:6,  
Hebrews 10:24-25 and 13:17.  According to these verses, what role does every Christian have in the church?

• As a small group, come up with six marks of a healthy church member.  

Application Questions:
• What gifts do you have?  

• What holds you back from engaging faithfully with the church? 

• What happens in your life when you engage faithfully with the church? 

• What gifts do you see in the people in your small group?  

• How can your small group encourage you to keep going in the faith? 

Table Time With Kids
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?

• Read Romans 12:1-13.  What sticks out to you from these verses? 

• Do you have a role to play in the church?  Yes.  Every follower of Jesus has a role to play in the church.

• Has God given you a gift to bless other people in the church?  Yes, and God wants you to use your gift.  

• Parents, this week help your children understand that they have a role to play in the church and help them 
to take the steps to use the gifts God has given them to serve other people.  
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