
2 Peter 3:9 
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 

but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, 

but that all should reach repentance.

When the year dies in preparation for the birth 
Of other seasons, not the same, on the same earth,
Then saving and calamity go together make
The Advent gospel, telling how the heart will break.
Therefore it was in Advent that the Quest began. 

C.S. LEWIS





The Greatest Story
How The Promised One Fulfills God's Promises

The Bible is the greatest story ever told.  It is about a Creator who made a beautiful world for his people to enjoy.  It is 
about how a terrible darkness entered God’s very good creation.  It is about willful rebels being kicked out of paradise 
and longing for a safe passage home.  And most importantly, the Bible is the story of a loving Creator overcoming the 
darkness and welcoming hardened rebels home.

Christmas is a time for us to remember God’s great story.  Certainly, we can do this all throughout the year but, at 
least for me, there is something about this season with the music, the presents, and the lights pushing back dark winter 
nights that invites me to find my place in God’s great story of rescue and redemption.  

So, this Christmas I want us to reflect on God’s great story.  I want us to remember who we are, and how we got here.  
I want us to reflect on the promises God has made, and on his track record for keeping those promises.  I want us to 
recall that our lives today are shaped by an unfolding story of grace.  And this story isn’t over.  God is inviting us into 
it, if we will simply trust in the child who sits at the center of it – the one on whom everything depends – the baby who 
was born to die.  

My prayer for you and me, during this Christmas season, is that remembering God’s great story will help us make 
sense of our own stories.  

Sociologists have recently observed that our culture no longer has an overarching story that gives it a sense of 
meaning and direction.  Without this story, our culture lacks clarity about how to move forward, individually and 
collectively.  The end result is the chaos, confusion, and anger we see in and around us.

This past year has certainly been a year of anger and confusion in our country.  In reflecting on this reality, I am 
convinced that the best gift we can give and receive this Christmas is a great story.  A story that tells us why we are 
here, what went wrong, and what God is doing to bring healing.  A story that invites us into hope, peace, and our own 
personal transformation.  

Thankfully, this is the story God tells every Christmas and it is ours for the taking if we will slow down, listen, and 
believe.  This advent devotional has been put together to help that happen for you.  

Each day you will find a short passage from the Bible and a reflection that highlights one theme in God’s great story.  
As you read and reflect, remember God isn’t sitting on the other side of the universe, hoping you might stumble upon 
his story.  He isn’t far away or removed from your present reality.  He knows your name.  He remembers your face.  He 
is with you and near you.  He is telling you a great story about his love, and he is inviting you to find your place in it.  

Merry Christmas, Faith!  May this next year be even better than the last!  

Every blessing,
Pastor Charlie for the Teaching Team
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WEEK 1
The Beginning: God Is



sunday, december 3:  BEFORE THE BEGINNING                                                                                      

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on 
earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had with you before the world existed.

John 17:1 – 5

The greatest story ever told begins before the beginning.  The Bible reveals that before the foundation of this world 
God eternally existed as three persons united in love.  So before the beginning of time there were three: The Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Not three different gods, but one God eternally existing as three persons united in an 
unbreakable relationship of love.

The Trinity is not a math problem to solve or an obscure theological category to dismiss.  It is the good news that God 
is love.  Forever the Father, the Son, and the Spirit have existed in unity, friendship, and love.  

This helps us to see that God’s love is at the foundation of all reality.  He didn’t create the world out of need; he 
created the world out of love.  And the world continues to exist today, not because it is so great that is cannot be 
destroyed, but because the Triune God of love has never taken his eyes off of it.  So the great story God is telling 
in and through his creation is primarily a love story.  God eternally exists as three persons united in love.  Out of the 
fullness of love, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit created our world.  And then to fully display love, 
God is now at work redeeming and renewing the world that he loves.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Jesus’ prayer to his Father in John 17:1 – 5?

What can you do this Christmas season to open your heart to God’s great story of love? 
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monday, december 4:  GOD MAKES                                                                                                             

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Genesis 1:1 – 5 

The Triune God of love wanted to share his life-giving love.  So the Father made a world through his Son and by his 
Spirit.  This world is expansive, diverse, and teaming with life because God himself is all these things and more.  

As we interact with God’s creation, often something stirs in our soul.  As we look up into a wintery night sky studded 
with countless stars, we are reminded that there is something bigger.  As we hike through the wilderness of Colorado, 
we sense there is something wilder in the world.  And as we stand at the edge of the Pacific, we feel both inspired and 
frightened by the beauty and power that crashes onto the shore.  

C.S. Lewis once said that nature creates a longing in the soul that it cannot fulfill.  That is a great truth to remember 
this Christmas.  It reminds us that God made the world to point us to himself.  So God’s creation constantly stirs in us 
a longing for beauty, power, transcendence, life, and order.  But creation itself cannot satisfy those longings.  It can 
only help us sense that we have been created to be satisfied by one great lover: the God who made the world, the 
Storyteller who is revealing himself in and through his creation.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 1:1 - 5? 

Take a moment to step outside today and be aware of what God is revealing to you about himself and his story through his 
creation.  What is God saying to you through the world that he has made?   
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tuesday, december 5:  IN HIS IMAGE                                                                                                              

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

Genesis 1:26 – 27 

The greatest story ever told cannot be understood until we grasp the reality that we have been made in God’s image.  
The Psalmist says it like this in Psalm 8: 3 – 5: When I look at your heavens…what is man that you are mindful of him, and 
the son of man that you care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 
glory and honor. 

Read the last part of that passage again.  God has crowned us with glory and honor.  This means all humans have 
intrinsic value and all humans deserve to be treated with respect.  

To pick up a sensitive mantra in our day:  Black lives matter.  Honestly, that is a good statement, but God invites us 
to add more.  Disabled lives matter.  Unborn lives matter.  Old lives matter.  Muslim lives matter.  Imprisoned lives 
matter.  LGBT lives matter.  Rich lives matter.  In short, all lives matter.  This isn’t to say that all people honor God with 
the lives they have been given, but it is to say that all people should be treated with dignity regardless of their race, 
class, ethnicity, actions, and beliefs.  

As a culture we have forgotten this part of God’s story.  The end result is that many people operate out of a some lives 
matter more mentality.   

Granted, nobody says this out loud, but this mantra drives our culture.  It is what motivates a couple to use abortive 
forms of birth control.  The thinking is that it is fine to stop a fertilized egg from implantation because a life that small 
doesn’t matter as much.  This mantra also drives the racism and white nationalism in our country.  You simply cannot 
call Jesus King and believe that some people deserve preferential treatment.  Finally, we see the some lives matter 
more mentality in the rampant use of pornography.  You cannot participate in the ongoing exploitation of someone’s 
body without a seed of pride in your soul that says, My personal pleasure is more important than honoring a person as an 
image bearer of God and fighting to see God’s image protected in men, women, and children. 

The prevalence of all these things in our culture points to the reality that we have forgotten a central part of God’s 
story: men and women, boys and girls, world walkers and womb dwellers are made in God’s image.  We have all been 
crowned with honor and glory.  So all people deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 1:26 – 27?

What can you do this Christmas to live out the reality that all people have been made in God’s image?
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wednesday, december 6:  BLESSED                                                                                                                 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Genesis 1:28

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 
his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:3 – 6 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with 
steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Psalm 103:1 – 5 

One of the first things God does after creating us is to bless us.  This reveals that blessing is part of God’s story.  God 
uses his strength and his power to benefit his creation.  So as God’s story unfolds we find that he gives children to the 
barren.  He places the fatherless into families.  He calls common people children of the King.  He throws parties for 
prodigals, fills empty vats with wedding wine, pays debts that are astronomical, and welcomes thieves into his paradise 
home.

Sometimes we can forget that God’s story is a story of blessing.  For some of us this happens because we look at what 
is going on in our lives and we don’t feel particularly blessed by God.  

It’s for that reason I am thankful Christmas comes every year.  You see, Christmas reveals to me in such a clear way 
that God is bent on blessing, so much so that he moved heaven and earth to be with us.  To save us.  To fulfill his 
promises to bless us.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 1:28, Ephesians 1:3 – 6, and Psalm 103:1 – 5?

In what ways have you experienced God’s blessings over this past year?  What can you do this Christmas to be a blessing 
to other people?
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thursday, december 7:  EVERYTHING GOOD                                                                                                

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 
You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Genesis 1:28 - 31

The first chapter in the greatest story ever told is God’s creation of this world.  In this chapter we see God speak and 
creation comes forth.  So God’s Let there be light is followed by a great new dawning in the age of men.  Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures is followed by the barking, snapping, and snorting of God’s animals coming out to play.  Let 
the earth sprout vegetation is followed by massive trees filling forests, grass sprouting on rolling hills, and flowers taking 
over mountain meadows.  

Then at the end of it all - After the stars were hung in space.  After the land and sea were separated.  After the 
expansion of the galaxies were set in motion.  After the water was filled with life and the dust of the earth had been 
filled with the breath of heaven - God stepped back, like a painter stepping back from her canvas, and God looked at 
what he had made.  

In that moment, one word captured the essence of what God saw: Good.  And so God spoke once more: This is very 
good, and it was because it was made by a good God.

All too often we can miss this theme of God’s story.  We can look at our lives and think: My life is complicated or My 
life is busy or My life is boring or My life is scary.  Next week we will get to why those words are part of our story, but 
for today, let this word rest in your soul.  Your life is very good because you have been made and loved by a very good 
God. 

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 1:28 – 31?

What can you do this Christmas to remind yourself that God is very good? 
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friday, december 8:  REST                                                                                                                                    

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that 
he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

Genesis 2:1 – 3  

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath 
to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female 
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Exodus 20:8 – 11

In Genesis 2 God steps back from his work to rest.  In doing this, God places rest into his great story and invites us to 
join him in stepping back from our work to have fun, enjoy people, and restore our souls.

Sadly, many of us do not accept God’s gracious invitation.  On our days off, we stay connected to our work through 
technology.  We sit in bed at night scrolling through Instagram when we should be sleeping.  Fearing we will be passed 
by, we often keep the pedal pressed hard to the floor.  In doing this, the theme of our story becomes hurry, hustle, and 
toil, instead of work, rest, and renewal.  Tragically, when this happens, the people we are called to love and the God we 
are created to enjoy are passed over for the next thing that we feel must get done.

As you start this Christmas season, consider the days that you will rest.  Spend a few minutes today looking at your 
calendar for the coming month and setting aside some time to rest.  What will you do on those days?  Who will you 
spend those moments with?  Are there traditions that need to end this year because they don’t restore your soul?  Are 
there traditions you need to keep?  

One tradition my family got rid of a few years ago was preparing an elaborate Christmas dinner.  For us, spending all 
day in the kitchen was not restful.  So we have opted for a simple Christmas dinner which allows us to spend the day 
playing games together.  For us that is restful.  What about for you?  What will you do in this season to rest? 

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 2:1 - 3?

What keeps you from resting well?
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saturday, december 9:  LOOKING BACK                                                                                                       

Saturday is a day to rest and reflect.  So today look back at the passages you read and the reflections you wrote from 
last week.   Is there a theme in God’s story that really sticks out to you?  Is there something special God is saying to 
you this Christmas?  Is there an area in your story that God is trying to renew, or restore?  In the space below name 
what God is doing in your life this Christmas season and then write a short prayer praising him for his good work.

What God is doing in me: 

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK 2
Fall: God Judges



sunday, december 10:  GOD'S GREAT ENEMY                                                                                        

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”

Genesis 3:1

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist 
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

1 Peter 5:8 – 10

Last week we saw some of the most beautiful parts of God’s story: God before the beginning, the creation of this 
world, the making of men and women in God’s image, and all of this being very good.  This week we will plunge into a 
dark and dangerous part of the story as we look at Satan’s attempts to spoil God’s creation. 

We don’t think much about Satan at Christmas, but we should.  After all, in Revelation 12 we see that when Jesus 
entered our world, Satan was there as a great dragon, eager to devour God’s salvation.  

Throughout God’s story Satan is named in a variety of ways.  He is called the devil, the dragon, the serpent, the 
enemy, the tempter, the murderer, the father of lies, the accuser, the destroyer, and the evil one.  All these titles point 
to the reality that Satan is bent on our destruction because we have been made in the image of God and Satan hates 
God.

Sadly, many of us do not navigate life with the perspective that a real spiritual battle is being waged for our soul.  
Satan is prowling around like a lion looking for people to devour.  Even this Christmas, he wants to ruin us.  He wants 
to overwhelm us with lies, loneliness, condemnation, and shame.  He wants to destroy faith, hope, and love.  

So today, battle Satan by praising God for his goodness and his grace.  Praise God that Jesus came to restore what 
Satan wants to destroy.  Praise God that in Jesus, Satan cannot outwit us, for we are not unaware of his schemes.  And 
we have a Savior who is more crafty than the serpent!  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 3:1 and 1 Peter 5:8 – 10?

What is Satan trying to destroy in your life this Christmas?
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monday, december 11:  DOUBT AND DESTRUCTION                                                                               

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

Genesis 3:1 – 5

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own 
accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of 
your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in 
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies.

John 8:42 – 44 

Doubt is a powerful tool that Satan uses to lead us to destruction.  At the beginning of our story he spoke doubt into 
Eve: Did God actually say?  Sadly, Eve opened her heart to consider Satan’s question, and as she did, Satan’s purposes 
moved forward.

This Christmas, Satan wants you to open your heart to him.  He wants to plant seeds of disbelief and despair.  So he 
whispers to you: God can’t be trusted.  God won’t provide.  Things will not get better.

The birth of Jesus is God’s tool to destroy doubt, for the coming of Jesus thrust a dagger into the heart of Satan’s lies.  
Jesus’ birth declares: God can be trusted.  God will provide.  There is hope and a future, for God so loves the world.

Even now as you read these words, Satan wants you to think: This may be true for some people, but my faith isn’t strong 
enough to overcome Satan.

Here is the good news: It is not the strength of your faith that overcomes doubt; it is the object of your faith.  And 
God is more than strong enough to rescue you from Satan.  So this Christmas, place your faith in the God who loves 
you and who sent his son to save you.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 3:1 - 5 and John 8:42 - 44?

This Christmas, what doubts do you have about God? 
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tuesday, december 12:  YOU ARE ALREADY LIKE GOD                                                                                 

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 
to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

Genesis 3:4 – 7

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:27

In God’s story our identity is always something we receive, not something we achieve.  We see this in the very 
beginning.  Adam and Eve didn’t do anything to be made in God’s image.  It wasn’t that God held a competition and 
the humans won out, so we got to be crowned with glory.  No, being made in God’s image was something God did.  It 
was a gift of grace to celebrate, rest in, and enjoy by faith.

One of Satan’s schemes is to erode our confidence in who God says we are.  So in Genesis 3:5 Satan says, God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God.

There are two problems with this statement.  The most obvious is that it is a lie.  Death will enter the story if Adam 
and Eve eat the fruit God has forbidden.  But there is a more subtle problem.  Satan is declaring that our work will 
make us like God, which is not only untrue, but also absolutely unnecessary.  We are already like God because we have 
been made in God’s likeness.  

Adam and Eve should have responded to Satan’s attack with faith.  They should have opened their mouths and said to 
the Serpent, We are already like God.  We are made in his image.  There is nothing left for us to do other than rest in what 
God has said.  Sadly, Adam and Eve decided they needed to strive for what God had already given.  The end result is 
the broken world in which we live.

This Christmas Satan would love for you to believe that you need to work to earn an identity from God.  He would 
love for you to think that if you are very good, God will bless you, and if you are bad God will write you off.  But 
that isn’t the message of Christmas.  The message of Christmas is that God has already blessed us.  We are his.  We 
are made in his image.  We are loved, forgiven, and free.  Jesus’ work on the cross will always be sufficient.  So this 
Christmas, set down the terrible burden of trying to be like God and rest, knowing you are already like God and in 
Jesus you are already loved.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 3:4 - 7?

What truth does God want you to believe this Christmas? 
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wednesday, december 13:  THE SADDEST VERSE IN THE STORY                                                        

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to 
the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked, and I hid myself.”

Genesis 3:7 - 10

The saddest verse in the greatest story ever told is God drawing near to our first parents, and Adam and Eve hiding 
themselves from him.  

In one way or another we can all see ourselves in this part of the story.  We know the temptation to go into hiding.  We 
know guilt and shame.  And yet Christmas reveals that when God comes to us, he comes to restore and remake.  And 
so his words to us are not Be good or Do better or Try harder.  Instead he asks Where are you? because, of course, he 
wants to be near us.  This, after all, is why Jesus came.  He drew near to sinners not to condemn but to rescue.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 3:7 – 10?

Is there an area of your life that you are hiding from God?
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thursday, december 14:  CONSEQUENCES                                                                                                       

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man 
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the 
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall 
be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till 
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Genesis 3:11 - 19

In the greatest story ever told sin has real consequences.  It distances us from God.  It makes it hard for us to rest in 
the identity God has given us.  It brings guilt and shame.  It damages relationships, steals joy and makes life difficult.  
In summary, sin leads to death and destruction.

As a loving Father, God warned our first parents about the consequences of sin.  Sadly, they did not listen and they 
chose to disobey God.  This choice unleashed sin, death, and destruction into our story.  Paul says it like this in 
Romans 5:12, Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all….

The end result is that we now sin and our sin has consequences.  Today spend some time prayerfully asking God to 
reveal sin and its consequences in your life.  This exercise isn’t designed to lead to shame, but instead to lead you to 
Jesus.  For Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 3:11 – 19?

What consequences has sin had in your life, in your relationships, and in your world this past year?   Spend some time 
asking Jesus to rescue you from sin.
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friday, december 15:  THE DRAGON-SLAYER IS COMING                                                                         

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the 
field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Genesis 3:14 – 15 

Like a loving Father, God warned our first parents about the consequences of sin.  Nevertheless, they chose to sin.  
Because God is righteous and holy, he could have ended his story in Genesis 3 with judgment and death.  

Thankfully, the Bible isn’t a short story of judgment; instead, it is a long story of God’s patience and kindness leading 
us to repentance.  

In Genesis 3:15 we see God’s kindness on display as God preaches the gospel for the first time in his story.  The gospel 
is that one day a woman will bear a son who will crush Satan.  In crushing Satan, this son will be wounded, but he will 
not be destroyed.  He will defeat Satan.  

Jesus is the great dragon-slayer in God’s great story.  He is the one born of a woman who succeeds were we have 
failed.  He lived the life we were called to live.  He died the death that we deserve and then he rose from the grave 
declaring his victory over Satan, sin, and death.  Amazingly, for all those who trust in Jesus, God forgives our sins and 
gives us Jesus’ perfect righteousness as a gift.  In other words, God completely rescues from Satan all who trust in 
Jesus.  

So it is fitting to keep today’s reflection brief, because your time is better spent praising God for being kind and 
gracious to you.  He has not dealt with you as your sins deserve.  Instead, he sent Jesus the dragon-slayer to rescue 
and redeem.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 3:14 - 15?

Write out a prayer of praise to God for sending Jesus into the world.  Share this prayer with a friend or family member 
today to encourage them this Christmas season.   
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saturday, december 16:  LOOKING BACK                                                                                                        

Saturday is a day to rest and reflect.  So today look back at the passages you read and the reflections you wrote from 
last week.   Is there a theme in God’s story that really sticks out to you?  Is there something special God is saying to 
you this Christmas?  Is there an area in your story that God is trying to renew or restore?  In the space below, name 
what God is doing in your life this Christmas season and then write a short prayer praising him for his good work.

What God is doing in me: 

My prayer of praise: 
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WEEK 3
Promises: God Pursues



sunday, december 17:  THE PROMISE MAKER                                                                                                

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and 
the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of 
Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were 
in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar 
to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 
And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

Genesis 12:1 - 9

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 
And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Genesis 15:1 – 6 

After Adam and Eve sinned, things went from bad to worse.  Everything fell apart.  The people on earth were 
rebellious and proud.  They hated God and hurt one another.  Against this dark backdrop, God began to show the 
greatness of his love by choosing a man named Abram and promising him a special son who would bring blessing to 
the whole world. 

God’s promises are a huge part of God’s story, so this week we are going to look at some of the great promises 
that God makes.  This will prepare us to celebrate the birth of Jesus who is the fulfiller and the fulfillment of God’s 
promises to God’s people.  As you make your way through this week, remember that your job isn’t to work to gain 
God’s promises; your job is to rest in the promises of God and believe in faith that God will keep all his promises to 
you.

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Genesis 12:1 – 9 and Genesis 15:1 – 6?

What are some promises that God has made to you?
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monday, december 18:  THE FAITHFUL FULFILLMENT                                                                              

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Luke 1:26 – 38

There are three massive roles in God’s story: the priests, the prophets and the kings.  When reflecting on God’s 
promises, it is important to look at these roles because they each point to specific promises that God makes to 
his people.  Through the priests God was promising that he would make a sacrifice to atone for sin.  Through the 
prophets God was promising that he would continue to speak to his people.  And finally, through the kings God was 
promising to establish his kingdom in our world.  

When the angel appeared to Mary he said, [Your son] will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end. 

What God is revealing here is that Jesus is the fulfiller and the fulfillment of God’s promises.  Jesus is the perfect 
prophet because he is the perfect word of God wrapped in flesh.  Jesus is the great high priest because he will make 
a perfect sacrifice for sin.  Finally, Jesus is the King of Kings because he will establish God’s kingdom of peace and 
righteousness.  In the coming days, we will look more closely at how Jesus fulfills these promises but for today, simply 
take some time and praise God for keeping his promises to you. 

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Luke 1:26 - 38?  

In what ways has God been faithful to you this past year?
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tuesday, december 19:  A PROMISED PRIEST                                                                                                  

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the Lord by deceiving his neighbor in 
a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor or has found something lost and lied 
about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things that people do and sin thereby— if he has sinned and has realized his guilt 
and will restore what he took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost 
thing that he found or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it 
to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt. And he shall bring to the priest as his compensation to the Lord a 
ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering. And the priest shall make atonement for him before 
the Lord, and he shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.”

Leviticus 6:1 – 7 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 4:14 – 16

In the greatest story ever told God established the priests in the Old Testament to point to Jesus.  Their job was 
taxing and bloody because they continually brought animal sacrifices before God.  These sacrifices communicated to 
God’s people that blood had to be shed for sins to be forgiven.  

There were no chairs in the temple for the priests to rest from their work because their work was never done.  They 
offered sacrifices daily because their sacrifices weren’t able to take away sin.  Their sacrifices were pointing to a 
promise.  One day God would send the Messiah, the perfect priest, who would offer a single sacrifice for sins.    

Jesus came as the fulfillment to the roll of the priests, and with his single sacrifice he has perfected for all time those 
who trust in him.  This is why Jesus’ coming is good news of great joy!  Now we have a perfect priest who has given us 
perfect access to God.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Leviticus 6:1 – 7 and Hebrews 4:14 - 16?  

How does knowing that Jesus is the ultimate priest in God’s story strengthen and encourage you this Christmas? 
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wednesday, december 20:  A PROMISED PROPHET                                                                                    

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that 
her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Isaiah 40:1 – 5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.

John 1:1 – 14 

In the greatest story ever told, the prophets in the Old Testament were set apart by God to deliver God’s word to 
God’s people.  The prophets proclaimed promises from God, pointed to the fulfilment of those promises, and warned 
about what would happen if God’s people failed to trust God’s word.  Essentially, the Old Testament prophets were 
God’s mouthpieces.  They brought God’s word to God’s people.

Jesus came as the fulfillment to the role of the prophets because Jesus is the word made flesh.  In other words, he is 
the perfect prophet.  He is both the messenger and the message – the proclamation of redemption and the one who 
accomplishes redemption.   

Sadly, in the rush of planning and purchasing Christmas, we can drown out Jesus’ prophetic voice.  So my prayer this 
Christmas is a simple one.  I pray that we would slow down and listen to Jesus.  That we would still ourselves in this 
season and hear from the God who loves us and speaks words of life to us.  By the way, stillness before Jesus is a bold 
act of faith.  It is a tangible expression that we believe Jesus still speaks today and we want to hear his voice.            

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Isaiah 40:1 – 5 and John 1:1 - 14?  

What can you do this coming year to listen to Jesus? 
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thursday, december 21:  A PROMISED KING                                                                                              

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Isaiah 9:6 – 7

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:1 – 11

In God’s great story, the kings in the Old Testament were called to humbly lead and protect God’s people.  The best 
of the kings did this well and during their rule God’s people enjoyed peace.  The worst of the kings used their position 
for themselves and hurt the people under their care.  As such, there was a longing all throughout the Old Testament 
for a perfect king who would lay down his life for his people and use his power and position to bless, not abuse.  

Jesus came as the perfect king.  He had unlimited power and authority, yet he never used this power for himself.  
Instead, he used his power and authority on behalf of others.  So he healed sickness, he cast out demons, he restored 
what was broken, and forgave sins.  

Even on the cross, Jesus refused to use his power on his own behalf.  He could have called down a legion of angels to 
protect him.  He could have stepped off the cross and judged those who put him there.  But he stayed on the cross 
and used his power and his position to bless.  From the cross he forgave the rebels of his kingdom and made a way for 
them to be healed.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Isaiah 9:6 - 7 and Philippians 2:1 - 11?  

What do you need King Jesus to do for you this Christmas season? 
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friday, december 22:  THE QUESTION AROUND PROMISES                                                                     

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in 
years.   

Luke 1:5 – 7 

In the past few days we looked at a few key roles in God’s great story, and we saw how Jesus came to fulfill those roles.  
Now we are ready to step into the Christmas story.  

As the Christmas story begins, it is helpful to notice that it begins all wrong.  God had promised that a son of David 
would always rule God’s people.  But as the Christmas story begins, God’s people are being ruled by a Roman 
king named Herod who was both paranoid and abusive.  Additionally, through the prophets God had promised 
that obedience would lead to blessing.  But it hasn’t.  Zechariah and Elizabeth walked blamelessly before God but 
Elizabeth’s womb was lifeless and empty.  

These details take Luke only a few sentences to record, but they capture decades of longing and disappointment.  
Elizabeth and Zechariah were advanced in years.  God’s people had waited for more than 400 years for God to 
give them a king.  And in the long years of waiting and the dark nights of trying to bring life into an empty womb, a 
troubling question was born: Can God be trusted?  

At first glance this question seems improper to ask.  It seems full of doubt and the dying of faith.  But consider for 
a moment that God wants us to ask this question.  Why?  Perhaps because it points to our awareness that, indeed,  
things are not the way that they should be.  After all, God’s power and goodness should mean that life triumphs.  But 
in our world, death seems to get the final word.  So we read about the death of nations, the death of marriages, the 
death of careers, mass shootings - obituaries without end.  

Now we can dismiss this reality or we can face the fact that things are not the way that they should be, which leads us 
back to the question: Can God be trusted?  

All the different miracles surrounding the Christmas story give us God’s answer.  He can be trusted.  But here is what 
I want us to consider today: We won’t be ready to celebrate God’s answer unless we first feel how broken our world 
is.  So before we get to all the great miracles of Christmas, spend today considering the barrenness and brokenness in 
your world.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Luke 1:5 – 7?

What feels barren and empty to you this Christmas?  What seems wrong with your world?  Are there areas in your life 
where you feel like God hasn’t fulfilled his promises to you?    
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saturday, december 23:  LOOKING BACK                                                                                                             

Saturday is a day to rest and reflect.  So today look back at the passages you read and the reflections you wrote from 
last week.   Is there a theme in God’s story that really sticks out to you?  Is there something special God is saying to 
you this Christmas?  Is there an area in your story that God is trying to renew or restore?  In the space below, name 
what God is doing in your life this Christmas season and then write a short prayer praising him for his good work.

What God is doing in me: 

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK 4
Incarnation: God Comes



sunday, december 24:  CALL HIM JESUS                                                                                                           

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”

Luke 1:30 – 33

In the weeks leading up to Christmas we’ve been reflecting on the greatest story ever told.  This week we come to 
the very center of that story, and at the center we find a baby.  He is like the missing note in a symphony – the note 
that makes all the other notes resolve.  Every promise in the Bible points to his coming.  He is the one upon whom 
everything else depends.    

So when God the Father was getting ready to send this child into the story, he made sure we knew what he was up to.  
He did this by sending an angel to Mary to give her a very specific name for the baby she would deliver to this world.  
Mary was to name her firstborn son Jesus.  

Jesus is a combination of two Hebrew words: Yahu, which means the Lord, and shua, which means salvation.  So Jesus 
literally means the Lord’s salvation.  In giving this name to Mary’s son, God was telling everyone that the rescuer 
promised in the Old Testament was now resting in Mary’s womb.

Additionally, God was clear about what Jesus would experience: He will be great…and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David…and of his kingdom there will be no end.   These words reveal that Jesus is no ordinary baby.  
He is the fulfillment and the fulfiller of God’s promises.

During our journey through God’s story we have seen that God made a lot of promises to his people.  To Adam and 
Eve, God promised a child who would destroy Satan.  To Abraham, God promised a son who would bring blessing.  
Through Isaiah, God promised a king who would lead with justice.  And now with this pronouncement to Mary, God is 
revealing that his promises are about to be fulfilled.  The great deliverer is on his way.  The Dragon-Slayer is coming.  

God’s declaration filled Mary with wonder, anticipation, and worship.  It called her to find her place in God’s unfolding 
story of redemption.  

Tomorrow we will celebrate Jesus’ birth, but for today meditate on God’s message to Mary: A Savior King is being born!  
You shall call his name Jesus!  He will be great!  The Lord will give him David’s throne.  Let the reality of those words rest in 
your heart and impact your story.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Luke 1:30 – 33?

 In what ways does God’s pronouncement to Mary give you hope for the coming year?
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monday, december 25:  TIME TO PONDER                                                                                                         

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. 

Luke 2:1 – 19

It is Christmas day and we have traveled many miles in the greatest story.  We’ve seen the creation of this world, the 
fall of Adam, the promises of God, and now we meet the fulfillment of God’s promises.  Jesus is born and his birth 
signals a new chapter in God’s great story.  

In the womb, Jesus created massive questions: How can this be?  What is God up to?  Is Mary telling the truth? 

In a few short years, Jesus will create massive divisions.  Some will love him.  Others will follow him.  But most will cry, 
Crucify him!  That day will be the darkest day in the story.    

But for now, the story is given to pondering.  Jesus has just been born.  Shortly after his birth, shepherds come to see 
the miracle, then leave to tell glad tidings to those who will listen.  And now Mary sits holding the rescuer in her arms.  
At this point, no one fully comprehends the plot twist that sleeps in Bethlehem’s stable.  But it is something worth 
pondering.  

So Mary looks into the face of her newborn baby, her firstborn son, the long-awaited savior.  She touches his face.  So 
this is the Dragon-Slayer.  This is the fulfillment. This is the promised priest and the perfect sacrifice.  

These thoughts pierce Mary’s heart.  But a pierced heart is part of the story.  

It’s a strange story, if you stop to consider it.  We run away, so God comes to find us.  We sin, so God suffers.  We 
break our promises, so God keeps his promises to us.  And now all of God’s promises are wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and sleeping in a young woman’s arms.  

No doubt Jesus’ coming changed Mary’s story forever.  Before he came, she was an ordinary girl from a small town 
called Nazareth.  But now all generations will call her blessed, for she believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
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was spoken from the Lord, and in this her story became filled with good things.

Today spend some time considering how Jesus’ coming has changed your story.  Maybe go for a walk and meditate 
on your personal journey with God.  How has Jesus’ coming changed your life?  What would your story be like without 
the Christmas story?   

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Luke 2:1 – 19?

In what ways has your life been changed by Jesus?  Share your answer with your friends and family today. 
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tuesday, december 26:  A FAITH-SHAPED STORY                                                                                          

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent 
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 
may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen 
when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Matthew 2:1 – 12

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old received their 
commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made 
out of things that are visible…. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

Hebrews 11:1 – 3, 6

Now that we are at the center of God’s story, it’s good to consider the role that we play.  

Our role is to be people of faith.  The wise men help us to see this so clearly.  In faith the wise men packed their bags 
and went looking for the newborn king.  And then when they finally found him, their response was worship.  They fell 
down and adored him.  They gave Jesus gifts fit for a king.  This is one of the great pictures of faith in God’s great 
story.  

After all, the wise men are grown men, yet they bow before a baby.  They are intelligent men, yet they kneel before an 
infant.  They are wealthy men, yet they bend their knee to poverty.  

What did they see that led them to worship?  Very little.  Perhaps nothing.  When they entered the room, they saw no 
miracles.  No water was turned into wine.  No voice spoke from heaven.  There wasn’t light emanating from the baby, 
nor was there a halo around Mary’s head.  

Most likely, what they saw as they entered the little house was this:  A young Jewish mother, who looked rather 
ordinary.  Perhaps her husband was resting at her side.  There was most certainly a young child who did not show any 
mark that distinguished him from any other child.  And yet this baby was the second member of the Trinity.  Fully 
God.  Fully human.  Immanuel.  God with us.  God taking on flesh to save us.       

So the wise men bend their knee, not because of what they see but because of what they believe.  

This is the kind of faith God invites us to express today.  
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You see, in many ways we are just like the wise men.  Many of us haven’t seen miracles and none of us has seen Jesus 
face to face.  And yet, whenever we read God’s story, we hear about who God is and what he has done to rescue us.  
So what will we do?  Will we wait to see a miracle?  Will we demand a sign from heaven?  Or will we, in faith, bend a 
knee to worship?

Your life is meant to be a faith-shaped story.  After all, faith is not only the instrument that unites you to Jesus; it is the 
reality that shapes how you walk through this life with Jesus.  

And what is faith?  As the wise men demonstrated, faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of 
things not seen.  So bend your knee today and worship King Jesus!  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Matthew 2:1 – 12?

What helps you to live a life of faith?
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wednesday, december 27:  THE DARKNESS CONTINUES                                                                            

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And 
he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male 
children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained 
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and 
loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

Matthew 2:13 – 18

Jesus has come.  A great light has entered the story.  God has announced his intentions to push back the darkness.  To 
make things right.  To undo Satan, sin, and death.  

But shortly after God’s light comes into the story, darkness seems to overwhelm it.  Herod kills all the baby boys 
in Bethlehem, and an untold number of moms weep over the senseless slaughter of their sons.  They refuse to be 
comforted and their story is one of weeping, longing, and loud lamenting.  

I wonder how the moms in Bethlehem felt about God’s promises to them.  How many of them stopped believing?  
How long was their lamenting?  Did any of them open themselves up to comfort?    

The darkness that falls on Bethlehem tells us something important about our stories.  Life is a journey of faith where 
we are asked to believe in what we do not yet see.  Our Savior has come, but the story is not finished.  Yes, peace may 
rest in our hearts, but there isn’t peace in our world.  Jesus’ first coming tells us that the end of all things is near, but it 
doesn’t tell us that the end is here.  Jesus’ first coming promises that one day tears will be wiped away, but it doesn’t 
promise a story without suffering and sorrow.      

All of this is to say, there will be moments when darkness seems to surge.  There will be moments when what we see 
tempts us to disbelieve.  There will be times when we mourn like the moms in Bethlehem.  

In these moments of mourning, we must remember that we are not at the end of the story.  If this were the end, we 
would have good reason to refuse comfort and resign ourselves to a life of lamenting.  But we aren’t at the end.  We 
are just near the end.  

So until Jesus comes back, remember that death, darkness, sorrow, and sin are still part of the story.  But they will not 
have the final word.  One day Jesus will set things right.  One day he will finish what he started.  One day he will bring 
new life to what has died in your life.  One day he will find all that has been lost.  God’s promises never fail and the 
Promised One never disappoints.  So hold on till the end of the story.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Matthew 2:13 - 18?

What helps you hold on during dark moments in your life?
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thursday, december 28:  THE DARKEST NIGHT                                                                                              

And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and they called together the whole 
battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they began 
to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in 
homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And 
they led him out to crucify him. 

And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
to carry his cross. And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for 
them, to decide what each should take. And it was the third hour when they crucified him. And the inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. And 
those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it 
in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one 
another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross 
that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And 
some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” And Jesus 
uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also 
many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.

Mark 15:16 – 41

It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.  

Galatians 2:20

Jesus’ death is the darkest day in God’s great story.  At first glance it may seem out of place to reflect on Jesus’ death 
at Christmas, but it isn’t.  Jesus was born to die.  Furthermore, if we don’t delve into the deepest moment of darkness, 
we will miss the glorious ending of the story.  

So let’s consider what took place on that dark day.  After being wrongfully condemned by Pilate, Jesus was taken 
by Roman soldiers and painfully tortured.  A rough purple cloak was placed on his bleeding back.  Then the soldiers 
twisted a cruel crown of thorns and pressed it on his head.  Next, they beat the thorns into his skull by hitting his head 
repeatedly with a wooden reed.  Sadly, the torture didn’t stop at that point.  After all of this, they spat on him, struck 
the King of Glory in the face, and forced Jesus to walk bloodied and beaten to the place of execution.  

When they arrived there, the soldiers stripped Jesus naked.  Then they stretched out his hands and feet on a rough 
piece of wood and drove massive spikes through his tender flesh.  On the cross Jesus’ exposed body was burnt by 
the hot sun and the Son of God struggled to gather air into his lungs.  The humiliation continued for several hours as 
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people walked by and hurled insults at their Creator.  And then the greatest pain of all: God the Father turned his face 
away – an unbroken relationship of love was seemingly broken. Jesus was abandoned by his Father and literally left for 
dead.  

Just before he died, Jesus shouted from the cross, It is finished!  This is such an important sentence in God’s great 
story.  It means that everything has been finished for us to come back home to God.  Everything has been done for us 
to be freed from sin.  Everything has been accomplished for Satan to be defeated and death to be undone.  

This helps us to see that the cross is not a moment of defeat.  It is a victory.  At the cross, the great work of rescuing us 
is finished.  And now there is nothing more to do other than to trust in Jesus.

The cross helps us see that our story is the story of God doing what we can’t, in order to make up for us doing what 
we shouldn’t.  Jesus suffers for our sins, so that we might share in his sinlessness.  The rescuer comes to die.  We get 
kicked out of paradise, and then God does whatever it takes to bring us back.  The promised one dies to invite us to 
live in a new chapter of God’s story - a chapter called grace. 

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Mark 15:16 – 41 and Galatians 2:20?

Jesus died on the cross so that we can be saved.  As you look at your life today, in what ways do you need salvation? 
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friday, december 29:  THE BRIGHTEST MORNING                                                                                         

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were 
saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the 
stone had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed 
in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 
before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 
and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Mark 16:1 – 8

In our journey through God’s great story, we now come to Jesus’ resurrection.  As you may have heard, Jesus didn’t 
stay dead.  Death could not hold him.  The Devil had no accusation against him.  And sin had no price that Jesus 
couldn’t pay.  So God raised Jesus from the dead and thus signaled a great day in his story.  Satan, sin, and death were 
defeated.  No longer would these tormentors torture God’s people.  Death has lost its sting.  Everything can change 
now that Jesus lives.  

The resurrection of Jesus continues to signal change for us today.  It awakens the power of an indestructible life in the 
souls of those who believe.  It assures us of Jesus’ future work on our behalf.  It empowers us to a life of obedience.  It 
secures all the blessings God has promised.  And it means we can have hope and peace, regardless of what we face, 
because we know one day we will be united with Jesus in a resurrection like his.  

In short, the resurrection of Jesus changes everything about our individual stories because it ushers us into God’s great 
story of faith, hope, and love.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Mark 16:1 – 8? 

If you took God’s supernatural work out of your story, what would it be like? 

34



saturday, december 30:  LOOKING BACK                                                                                                           

Saturday is a day to rest and reflect.  So today look back at the passages you read and the reflections you wrote from 
last week.   Is there a theme in God’s story that really sticks out to you?  Is there something special God is saying to 
you this Christmas?  Is there an area in your story that God is trying to renew or restore?  In the space below, name 
what God is doing in your life this Christmas season and then write a short prayer praising him for his good work.

What God is doing in me: 

My prayer of praise:
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WEEK 5
Kingdom: God Reigns



sunday, december 31:  BACK TO THE BEGINNING                                                                                           

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 
And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 
death.”

Revelation 21:1 - 8

We now come back to the beginning.  One day Jesus will return, heaven will come down, sadness will be chased away, 
God will dwell with his people again, and there will be nothing but the best of days, day after day.  It is hard for me to 
capture the glory and goodness of what will happen when Jesus returns, so let me simply echo the words that God 
spoke at the beginning of his story: Everything will be very good!  

Jesus’ second coming doesn’t signal the end of God’s story.  It simply wraps up the chapter we are currently in.  Our 
current chapter is about the Holy Spirit applying Jesus’ work on the cross to free people from Satan, sin, and death.  It 
is about the church being built by God and the gates of hell not prevailing against it.    

The next chapter in God’s story is all about those people experiencing life fully and forever as God intended life to be 
experienced.  In the next chapter of the story, faith will give way to sight.  Hope will give way to a present reality.  And 
all we will be left with is love.  We will know and be known.  There will be no loneliness or loss.  And so the story ends 
back at the beginning, which helps us to see that the first, the final, and the forever theme of God’s great story is love.  

I think one of the reasons I enjoy Christmas so much is that it constantly reminds me that I am part of the greatest 
love story ever told.  God eternally exists in an unbreakable relationship of love.  Out of the fullness of his love, God 
created this world.  We broke our relationship with God by refusing to love him.  Death then entered the story, as 
God’s eternal no to a life lived without love.  But God also said an eternal yes to us.  He pursued us, he promised to 
rescue us, and in Jesus, God stepped into the story and secured for us eternal redemption.  Why?  Because God so 
loved the world.  So Jesus’ first coming was motivated by love and his second coming is when we finally get to see the 
one we love.  

The other reason I enjoy Christmas is that it is the turning of another page.  It is another mark signifying that we are 
one step closer to love.  Our homecoming is nearer now than it was the year before.  The next chapter is about to 
happen.  We all stand tiptoe at the edge of eternity, ready to step into the relationship we once had and almost forgot 
that we lost, ready to see the one that we love.

And one day it will happen.  One day Jesus will return and we will stand face to face with the greatest storyteller the 
world has ever known.  And he will listen as we tell him our stories.  We will tell him about how we found him and 
what it was like to follow.  We’ll tell him about the moments we shared together.  How we worshipped together, and 
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encouraged one another.  We’ll share how we faltered and failed.  How we struggled to love and support each other, 
and he will wipe tears from our eyes.  We’ll tell him about caring for people in our city, and going beyond our borders 
to help people in need, and he’ll smile at our stories of others experiencing his love through us.  We’ll tell Jesus all that 
we remember, and he’ll remind us of the parts we forgot.  I imagine we’ll sit and tell stories together for a long time, 
and then Jesus will stand and put his arms around us and say, “Well done.  You found yourselves in my story.”  And all 
of a sudden we won’t be thirsty or hungry or insecure anymore.  

Then he’ll take us by the hand and walk us into the final chapter where we will continue on in the greatest story ever 
told: the story of God and his great love for his people.  

A Moment to Reflect

What sticks out to you from Revelation 21:1 - 8?  

In this next year, how will you tell a story of God’s great love?
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