
Throw More Parties
Reaching People Far From God

The Bible tells us that every moment a person far from God comes home, there is a huge party in heaven.  Imagine 
that for a moment.  Angels rejoicing.  Confetti flying.  Glasses clinking.  Music playing.  And God smiling at it all.  
Why?  Because another part of his good creation just said yes to his love.  

God’s party in heaven flows out of the reality that people are better off when God is part of their lives.  

Those of us who have connected with God through Jesus know that this is true.  We have experienced the peace of 
knowing we are forgiven, loved and wanted.  We have experienced the joy of knowing we are not alone in this world.  
We have experienced the thrill of talking with the one who made us.  And, no doubt, we have also experienced the 
longing to see other people experience what we are experiencing.

Why does this longing exist?  Because so many people are far from God and we know how good life gets when 
people connect with their Creator.  

Chances are you know a few people who are far from God.  Maybe they live next to you, or they work with you, or 
they sit next to you at school, or they sleep in the same house as you.  And chances are you wonder from time to time, 
How do I help these people connect with God?  

This series is all about answering that question.  And our hope is we will discover that reaching out to people far from 
God is easier and more fun than most of us imagine.  

Additionally, our hope is that God will work during this series to make us a community who wakes up every morning 
declaring, “God, my life is in your hands.  Use me to point someone toward you today – I promise to cooperate in any 
way I can.  If you want me to say a word for you today, I’ll do that.  If you want me to keep quiet but demonstrate love, 
by your Spirit’s power I will.  I am fully available to you today, so help me reach someone far from you.” 

Can you imagine what would happen if we prayed this every day?  God would be throwing more parties because more 
people would be saying yes to his love.  

This series is all about what we do to help this happen.  Heaven is leaning over the rails wondering if we'll be as 
courageous as God thinks we are.  The angels have put on their dancing shoes and the band is getting ready to play.  
All we have to do is allow God to work through us to draw people closer to him and the confetti will start flying.  

So here’s to throwing more parties!!!!  We can’t wait to see what happens.  
  
Every Blessing,
Charlie, Brad and Steve  
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Because no one is born into this world with a theology, each generation must rediscover the truths of Scripture for 
itself.

Preaching the Bible is the primary tool God has given the church for this to take place.  

Small groups are the place where the preaching at Faith is applied and where our church is encouraged to live out 
the Scriptures.  Members of Faith’s small groups take time each week to discuss the previous Sunday’s sermon, share 
specific insights from the Bible and care for one another so that as a church we grow up to maturity in Jesus.  

This study guide has been put together to give you an overview of our current sermon series so that you know where 
we are going as a church and so that you are prepared for great discussions in your small group.  

Here is an overview of what you will find for each week in this study guide.

Main Passage – This is the passage the teaching pastor will preach from.  

Secondary Passages – These passages help to unpack and explain the main passage.  

Overview – This is an overview of the main passage and an introduction to what will be discussed in small group this 
week.  

Follow-Up Question – This is a question to loop back and discuss what you learned as you applied what was 
discussed the previous week.  Some weeks don’t have a follow-up question.

Opening Question – This is a general question meant to spark conversation. 

Discussion Questions – These are questions related to the Bible passages.

Application Section – These are questions and ideas for applying the Bible to your life. 

Table Time With Kids – These are questions and ideas for families with kids.  

These materials are not meant to be a rigid formula for your small group, but rather a means for intentional study, 
discussion, and life application so that ultimately, as a church, we grow together to maturity in Jesus.  

We hope you find this helpful.

INTRODUCTION TO SMALL GROUP RESOURCES
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What is a small group?
Small groups are gatherings of people from Faith that meet regularly for friendship, prayer, and Bible study.  

Each small group is unique because it is shaped by the people who attend.  However, you can expect a weekly 
gathering that involves conversation around the passage from the previous Sunday’s sermon, participatory prayer, and 
time to connect relationally to the other people in your small group.  At the heart of each small group is a desire to see 
a tight-knit community form that is marked by a growing love for Jesus and for the other small group members.  

Why should I join a small group? 
The God of the Bible exists eternally in community with himself.  God has made us in his image, which means we are 
made for community and friendship with God and others. When we are not living in community we suffer because we 
are not all that we were made to be.  Additionally, life in a sinful world is too complex and tempting to journey alone.  
Therefore, small groups are a place where we can connect in friendship with other people through the ups and downs 
of life.

How do I get connected to a small group?
The easiest way to get connected to a small group is to go to www.faithefc.org/small_group and fill out the online 
form.  Our connection coordinator will contact you and help you connect with a small group.  You can also sign up on 
Sunday by filling out the Bluebook and indicating your interest in joining a small group.  Finally, if you would like to 
join a small group or if you are interested in leading a small group, you can call the church at 970-226-2095.

SMALL GROUPS AT FAITH
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Date: January 17

Title: Throw More Parties

Main Passages: Luke 5:27 - 32, Luke 15:1 - 10

Overview: Chances are you know a few people far from God.  And chances are you want them to take a step closer 
to God.  You want them to experience a bit of what you are experiencing.  You want them to know that they are loved, 
wanted, and befriended by the God who made them.

But there is a bit of a problem when it comes to reaching people far from God.  They are not particularly interested 
in God.  After all, if they were interested, most likely they wouldn’t be far from him.  And because they are not 
interested, they don’t typically just come out and ask, What must I do to be saved?  

In Luke 5:27 – 32 we see Jesus reach out to a man named Levi.  Levi probably wasn’t all that interested in following 
God.  His job as a tax collector points to this reality.  You see, tax collectors in those days were a bit like the Sheriff of 
Nottingham in the classic Robin Hood stories, because they lined their pockets by demanding people pay more taxes 
than they could or should.    

And yet Jesus reaches out to Levi by inviting Levi to follow him.  Notice Jesus doesn’t make it complicated or weird.  
He doesn’t tell Levi everything he needs to know about God’s plan of salvation.  He doesn’t walk through a systematic 
theology of the Christian Faith.  He doesn’t talk about his deity or the virgin birth.  Not that those things don’t matter; 
they just typically come a bit later.  

So how does Jesus reach out to Levi?  Essentially, Jesus asks Levi a simple question.  Levi, do you want to follow 
me?  Are you curious to find out more about what that means? Are you interested in a different life than the one you are 
experiencing now?     

If Levi says no, it’s no big deal.  But if he says yes, a journey begins that will change Levi forever.  And in this we see 
that even people who are very far from God are just one simple question away from a journey of faith.  Are you 
interested in a different life than the one you are living now?   

Thankfully, Levi says yes.  And the next thing Levi does is to throw a huge dinner party at his house for a bunch of his 
friends who are far from God.  It’s like, after hearing the good news that his life story can be different, Levi wants other 
people to be given a chance to choose a different story.  So he throws a party.  Invites Jesus to it.  And uses the party 
to show his friends that God loves them and that their lives can be different too.  

And just in case we ever wonder if all of this is true, Jesus says: I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.1  

And just in case we wonder if God is okay with us throwing parties, Jesus says: I tell you, there is more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance2 … it is fitting to celebrate 
and be glad for … he was lost and is found.3   

1 Luke 5:32 
2 Luke 15:7 
3 Luke 15:32 

 WEEK #1
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Opening Question: 
• Why do you think people love parties?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read Luke 5:27 - 32.  What sticks out to you from this passage? 
• What does Levi’s job as a tax collector tell you about Levi?
• What does Jesus’ invitation to Levi tell you about Jesus? 
• Why is a dinner party a great way to introduce people who are far from God to God? 
• What do the Pharisees’ response to the dinner party and the guests in attendance tell you about their hearts? 
• Read Luke 15:1 – 10.  What sticks out to you from this passage?     
• What strikes you most about Jesus’ attitude toward people far from God? 

Application Section:
• What challenges or encourages you about Jesus’ attitude toward people far from God?
• What would it look like for you to follow Levi’s example of putting together an intentional time for people far from 

God to be given a chance to say yes to God? 
• Jesus made a huge difference in Levi’s life.  So much so that eventually Levi gave his entire life to helping others 

know Jesus.  The change that Jesus made in Levi was one of the reasons Levi wanted his friends to meet Jesus.  
Identify two ways that Jesus has changed your life this past year (e.g. he gave me purpose; he made intimacy with 
my spouse possible; he healed me; he restored my relationship with my children; he gave me peace; he forgave 
my sins) and share them with your small group.  

• As a small group, make a list of people in your lives who are far from God.  
• Pray for these people as a small group.
• During this next week, pray daily for the people in your life who are far from God.  Ask God to use this series to 

help you reach out to them.  

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Parents, read Luke 15:1 – 10 to your kids and talk about it with them.  
• Why does Jesus tell the story of the lost sheep?  Because people are upset that he is eating with sinners.
• What does the shepherd do when he realizes he has lost a sheep?  He goes and finds it.
• What does the shepherd do when he finds his sheep? He carries it home, rejoicing, and throws a party. 
• What does the shepherd teach us about God’s love for us?  God loves each one of us and he wants us to say yes to 

his love.  
• What does God do when a sinner repents?  He celebrates.
• Why does God celebrate when a sinner repents? Because he loves people very much and he wants people to say yes 

to his love. 
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Date: January 24

Title: Lose The Cape

Main Passages: Acts 1:4 - 10, 1 Corinthians 3:5 - 9

Secondary Passage: John 15:1 - 8

Overview: Sometimes we put undue pressure on ourselves when it comes to reaching people far from God.  So 
when we think about talking with a friend or a family member about Jesus, our palms get sweaty and our heart starts 
thumping.  Suddenly tons of fearful questions flood our minds: What if I say the wrong thing?  What if they think I’m 
strange?  What if I come across too strong?  What if I don’t know the answer to one of their questions? What if? What if?  
What if?

Well, what if we started asking some other what if questions, like: What if we are putting undue pressure on ourselves? 
What if we are making a mountain out of a mole hill?  What if the task of reaching people far from God is easier and more 
fun than we imagine?  

You see, in one sense, the stakes are high when we step into a spiritual conversation because a person’s eternal destiny 
is on the line.  But, in another sense, the stakes are pretty low because our job isn’t to change anyone. 

That job is already taken.  It belongs to God.  He gets to be the hero and wear the cape.  He gets the task of causing 
tectonic change.  Our task is to take off the cape, plant some seeds and pray for the real hero to show up.  

So how do we plant seeds?  Well, in Acts 1, Jesus says we need to be empowered by the Holy Spirit.  And in John 15, 
Jesus says we need to abide in him.  In other words, we plant seeds of love, grace and truth by intentionally asking 
God to use us and then following God’s Spirit-directed promptings.  

So if God asks us to invite our neighbor to church, we make the invite.  If God prompts us to walk across the room 
to introduce ourselves to a stranger, we make the journey.  If God asks us to help a neighbor, we offer to help.  If the 
prompting is to start a kickball league for the kids in the neighborhood, we start the league.  If God asks us to share 
the gospel with a friend, we tell them about the hope that is found only in Jesus.  You get the point, right?  

Essentially, we lose the cape and we say, “God, my life is in your hands.  Use me to point someone toward you today.  
If you want me to say a word for you today, I’ll do that.  If you want me to keep quiet but demonstrate love, by your 
Spirit’s power I will.  I am fully available to you today, so help me reach someone far from you.” 

Then as the Spirit prompts, we follow the prompting and we pray for God to bring growth.  It’s that simple and it’s that 
exciting.  

 WEEK #2
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Follow-Up Question: 
• What did God do in your heart as you consistently prayed last week for the people in your life who are far from 

him? 

Opening Question: 
• Why do you think people get nervous about sharing their faith?

Discussion Questions: 
• Read Acts 1:4 – 10, 1 Corinthians 3:5 – 9 and John 15:1 – 8.  What sticks out to you from these passages? 
• According to these passages, what is our role in reaching people far from God?
• According to these passages, what is God’s role in reaching people far from God? 
• What does Jesus’ instruction to his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit reveal about the nature of conversion?

Application Section: 
• What most excites, challenges or encourages you from the passages above? 
• What would change about your perception of reaching people far from God if your number one priority was 

keeping in step with the Holy Spirit rather than causing transformation? 
• Have you ever experienced what you would call a Spirit-directed prompting?  If so, describe a time when you knew 

God was asking you to say or do something.  Did you obey the prompting?  What was the experience like? 
• Do you believe that someday God will cause some of the seed you have sown to grow?  Why or why not?  How 

would taking God at his word encourage you to keep sowing seeds?
• For the next week, pray this prayer every day: God, my life is in your hands.  Use me to point someone toward you 

today.  So, if you want me to say a word for you today, I’ll do that.  If you want me to keep quiet but demonstrate love, 
by your Spirit’s power I will.  I am fully available to you today, so help me reach someone far from you. 

• Ask God to give you a specific thing he wants you to do/say for each person you are praying for during this series.  
As he leads, follow his promptings.

Table Time With Kids: 
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Does God want to use you to reach people far from him? Yes. And it is one of the most fun things you will ever do.
• How does God work through you to reach people far from him? He gives you ideas for how to love people.
• What should you do when God gives you an idea for how to love people?  Follow his prompting.
• Parents, this week brainstorm with your children some fun ways that your family can reach out to their friends 

and the kids in your neighborhood. 
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Date: January 31

Title: Tell Your Story

Main Passage: John 9:1 - 34

Secondary Passage: 2 Corinthians 4:7 - 10

Overview: Stories are incredibly powerful.  They pull us in with characters who want what we want.  They inspire us to 
be brave.  They remind us of what is possible.  They challenge us to believe.  They offer vivid descriptions of places 
we’ve never seen and experiences we’ve never had.  But most importantly, stories give us clarity about what matters 
most in life.

Because of this, everyone loves a good story.  As a matter of fact, we love stories so much that we spend over 20 
billion dollars a year on them.  That’s a lot of money spent to hear, read or see a good story.

But stories aren’t just found at the box office or in a good book.  Stories are all around us.  Every single person we 
meet has a story.  And possibly the greatest realization someone can make is to see that their story fits into the 
greatest story ever told – God’s great story of redemption.  

When people understand this, they begin to realize that they can be healed, renewed, redeemed, and born into a new 
life.  Simply put, their story can become beautiful and full of meaning.  They can be found.  They can be forgiven.  
Their hurts can be healed and God can meet their deepest needs.

So the question becomes: How do people begin to understand that their story fits into the greatest story ever told?

This happens as they hear our stories.  In other words, as people hear how the gospel has changed us, they begin to 
see how the gospel can change them. 

In John 9, Jesus meets a man who was blind from birth.  Up to this point, this man’s story was one of discouragement, 
shame and despair.  People wondered if he was blind because God was mad at him.  And, quite possibly, this man 
wondered the same.    

Wanting to display God’s power to transform a person’s story, Jesus spat on the ground, made some mud with his spit 
and put the strange mixture on the blind man’s eyes.  Then Jesus told the blind man to wash his face in the pool of 
Siloam.

The man obeyed Jesus and, miraculously, he could see again.  In this we see that as the blind man’s story intersected 
with Jesus, he experienced healing and his story changed.  He once was blind, but now he sees!

As news spread about this miraculous healing, people started asking questions.  How did this happen?  Who caused this 
miracle?  What is so refreshing is how simple the man’s response is to all the questions.  It takes all of seven words.  I 
was blind.  And now I see.  

Isn’t that refreshing?  He isn’t long-winded.  He isn’t fuzzy about the details.  He has no sense of superiority.  He 
doesn’t talk in religious code.  He just tells his story and points to Jesus, the one who changed his story.  Then he shuts 
up and lets people decide if they want to believe.    

 WEEK #3



10

The challenge for us is to do the same because our story can have a profound impact.  So it is worth reflecting on and 
it is worth telling.   

Follow-Up Question: 
• What did God do last week as you followed his promptings?

Opening Question: 
• Why do you think people love hearing good stories? 

Discussion Questions: 
• Read John 9:1 - 34.  What sticks out to you from this passage? 
• How would you describe the blind man’s story before he meets Jesus?
• How would you describe the blind man’s story after he meets Jesus? 
• How is the blind man’s story an illustration of the truth that the greatest realization someone can make is to see 

that their story fits into the greatest story ever told?
• Look at the blind man’s story in John 9:24 – 34.  What words would you use to characterize his story?

Application Section:
• What most excites, challenges or encourages you from John 9:1 - 34?
• The blind man’s story was clear and simple.  What keeps our stories of Jesus’ work in our lives from being clear and 

simple?  
• Before small group, take a few minutes and write out your own story of transformation.  Keep your story under a 

hundred words and keep it clear and focused on Jesus.  Your story could be a transformation that happened when 
you first accepted Jesus or it could something that Jesus has recently done in your life.  Here are some examples: I 
was full of fear … but now I am full of peace.  I was full of shame … but now I know there is no condemnation for me.  I 
was self-destructive … but now I am healthy. 

• Share your story with your small group.
• After everyone has shared their hundred word story, thank Jesus for his work.
• Share your story this week with the people you have been praying for during this series.  It isn’t hard to do.  Simply 

ask them if they are interested in hearing what Jesus has done in your life.  If they say no, don’t worry about it.  You 
have been faithful.  If they say yes, great! Share what Jesus has done and pray that Jesus uses it in their lives. 

• Each day this week say this prayer: God, give me an opportunity today to share my story with someone who needs to 
hear it.  It would be the greatest joy in my day. 

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Does God want to change our lives?  Yes.  He wants to work in supernatural ways to heal, restore and renew.
• What does God want us to do when he works in our lives?  He wants us to share our stories of his work.
• Parents, this week help your children see the diversity of followers of Jesus.  Show them images and stories of 

God’s work in different denominations, countries and cultures.  Identify a few that are very different from what 
you are accustomed to and affirm their place in God’s family. 
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Date: February 7

Title: Walk Towards People In Trees

Main Passage: Luke 19:1 - 10

Secondary Passage: 2 Corinthians 5:16 - 21

Overview: Typically, the longer a person follows Jesus, the fewer interactions they have with people who are far from 
God.  

On one hand, this makes perfect sense because as we follow Jesus we naturally form deep friendships with those who 
are on the journey of faith with us.  And these friendships require time, attention and care.  

But on the other hand, distancing ourselves from people far from God doesn’t make any sense because as we follow 
Jesus we are called to walk towards people who need to hear God’s message of love and salvation.  

So how do we resolve this tension?    

In Luke 19, Jesus walks to a tree and finds a man named Zacchaeus.  Zacchaeus didn’t have many friends because, as 
a tax collector, he took more money from people than he was supposed to take.  Everyone knew he was a crook and it 
made them pretty angry.  After all, no one wants to be taken advantage of.

But Jesus doesn’t walk away from Zacchaeus.  Instead, he walks right up to him and says: I’d like to come over to your 
house for dinner!

Wait.  Who does that?  Who invites themselves over for dinner?  Apparently Jesus.  

Meanwhile, everyone else is thinking: Jesus, what are you doing?  Don’t you know that Zacchaeus is an outsider?  Don’t 
you know that nobody likes him?  Perhaps you haven’t yet heard about his wayward life.  Perhaps you don’t know about 
how he has been stealing and how no one likes him.  Maybe we should fill you in.

But Jesus doesn’t need to be filled in.  He knows all about Zacchaeus and yet he loves him.  And here is the kicker: 
Jesus’ love changes Zacchaeus. So much so that Zacchaeus gives back everything that he stole, plus interest.  

The story of Zacchaeus is a remarkable story of a man far from God coming close simply because someone walked 
towards him and loved him.  Additionally, Zacchaeus’ story is a reminder to us of what we are to be up to in this world. 
 
We need to keep walking towards people in trees, meaning we need to take the risk of loving people and allowing our 
lives to collide with their lives.  

In other words, we need to look for the people who have been passed over and we need to go out of our way to love 
them.  This may mean inviting someone over for dinner, forming friendships with folks in a care facility, or helping 
someone in need.  
What we do isn’t as important as making the commitment to keep walking towards people in trees and loving them, 
just like Jesus loved Zacchaeus.  

 WEEK #4
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Follow-Up Question:
• Who did you share your story with and what did God teach you from that experience?

Opening Question:
• Why do you think that the longer people follow Jesus, the less likely they are to spend time with people who are 

far from Jesus? 

Discussion Questions: 
• Read Luke 19:1 – 10.  What sticks out to you from this passage? 
• How would you describe Zacchaeus before his encounter with Jesus?
• How would you describe Zacchaeus after his encounter with Jesus? 
• What does Jesus’ interaction with Zacchaeus show you about his heart for people far from God? 
• What does Zacchaeus’ change show you about the power of loving people who are far from God? 
• What are some things that Jesus sees in Zacchaeus that, perhaps, other people don’t see?  

Application Section: 
• What most excites, challenges or encourages you from Luke 19:1 – 10?
• One a scale of 1 – 5, with five being the best, where would you rate yourself in terms of reaching out to people far 

from God?  What would it look like for you to move up to the next number? 
• Who are the people who reached out to you when you were far from God?  
• How did they love you?  How did their love change you? 
• What were some of the things that people saw in you that perhaps you didn’t see in yourself before you came to 

Jesus?  
• This week, intentionally reach out to someone far from God and be prepared to share with your small group next 

week what you learn.

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read Luke 19:1 – 10.  What does Jesus say to Zacchaeus?  I must stay at your house.
• Why don’t the people want Jesus to go home with Zacchaeus? Zacchaeus is a sinner. 
• Does Jesus love Zacchaeus? Yes. Very much.
• Does Jesus’ love change Zacchaeus?  Yes.  At the end of the story Zacchaeus has left his life of sin and wants to repay 

what he stole.
• Parents, help your children identify one person who is far from God who they can intentionally love and serve 

this week.  Help them come up with a few creative ways they can love and serve this person. 
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Date: February 14

Title: Play Bigger And Better

Main Passage: Luke 5:1 - 11

Secondary Passages: Acts 16:25 - 40, Luke 18:18 - 24, Matthew 27:1 - 4

Overview: How do we know if we’ve been successful in reaching out to people who are far from God?  Is success 
accomplished when we have verbalized God’s plan of salvation?  Is it a win if we’ve given our personal testimony or 
invited someone to church?  Perhaps success happens when we’ve brought a sinner to saving faith in Jesus or given 
them a book that explains the Christian Faith?  

To be perfectly honest, it’s hard to measure success in reaching out to people who are far from God because people 
are on a spectrum of belief.  Some people are at a negative ten.  They are opposed to following Jesus and they think 
Christians are strange.  In this case, a success may be that our interactions leave these people with a better impression 
of Jesus and his followers.  Other people are at a negative one.  They are interested in following Jesus but they don’t 
know how to start.  In this case, success may be helping them cross the line of faith by fully explaining God’s plan of 
salvation and inviting them to respond.  

So success in reaching people far from God is when we discern the next step for them in their journey to Jesus and 
give them what they need to take that step.  

Jesus did this brilliantly with Peter.  Peter’s first step to Jesus was coming to Jesus to see if he was trustworthy.  Peter’s 
second step to Jesus was allowing Jesus to borrow his boat.  Peter’s third step to Jesus was trusting Jesus with a small 
area of his life.  Then after taking all of these small steps, Peter took the huge step of leaving everything to follow 
Jesus. 

There is a game called Bigger and Better that captures this perspective on evangelism.  In the game everybody starts 
with something small like a paper clip and then everybody heads out into the neighborhood to see what they can 
trade for it.  So you knock on people’s doors and ask if they’d be willing to trade something either bigger or better for 
your paper clip, and then you go to the next door with whatever you got from the previous trade and you play the 
game again.  If you do this long enough, eventually a paper clip turns into something of great value.  There is a guy in 
California who sent his kids out to play this game, and his son came home with a Dodge truck.

Here is the point: Someday there comes a harvest.  Someday sinners become saints.  Someday prodigals come home.  
But it is often a journey.  So between now and then, we play Bigger and Better with people, meaning we discern the 
next step for people in their journey to Jesus and then we ask them if they want to trade up.  
  

 WEEK #5
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Follow-Up Question: 
• Who did you intentionally reach out to and what did you learn about reaching out to people far from God? 

Opening Question: 
• Why do you think some people are not interested in following Jesus? 

Discussion Questions: 
• Read Luke 5:1 – 11.  What sticks out to you from this passage? 
• What are the different steps that Peter takes to Jesus in this passage? 
• Read Acts 16:25 – 40.  Where is the jailer at in his journey to Jesus?  What does he need to hear/experience to 

take his next step? 
• Read Luke 18:18 – 24.  Where is the rich young ruler at in his journey to Jesus?  What does he need to hear/

experience to take his next step?
• Read Matthew 27:1 – 4.  Where is Judas at in his journey to Jesus?  What does he need to hear/experience to take 

his next step?  
• Read John 4:1 – 30.  Where is the Samaritan Woman at in her journey to Jesus?  What does she need to hear/

experience to take her next step?
• Why is it important to see that the journey to following Jesus is a process? 

Application Section: 
• Reaching people far from God requires focusing your attention on where they are and what they need to take 

their next step to Jesus.  What would it look like for you to focus on other people’s needs, wants and questions? 
• In your life right now, who are you in process with?  In other words, who would testify that you are serving them, 

listening to them, and pointing them to Jesus?  
• As a small group, pray for the people you are in process with.   
• Identify the next step for each of the people you have been praying for during this series.  Sometime this week, 

ask them to take that step.  

Table Time With Kids:
• What was the sermon from Sunday about?  What questions do you have from it?
• Read Luke 5:1 – 11.  What are the different ways that Peter followed Jesus in this passage?  Peter let Jesus borrow 

his boat.  Peter let Jesus instruct him about fishing.  Peter left everything to follow Jesus.
• Parents, this week help your children discover their next step in following Jesus.  Ask them if they have placed 

their faith in Jesus.  Ask them if they want to follow Jesus like Peter.  Ask them what questions they have 
about following Jesus.    
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Just Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels 

The Gospel and Personal Evangelism by Mark Denver 

Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God by J. I. Packer 

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY


