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Greetings in my Savior’s joy. It is a delight to write to you as we begin this season of Advent, 
preparing for the Lord to enter our lives afresh. This season I am reminded that God can make 
all things all new. Such an acknowledgment is very apropos as I reflect on everything the 
church I pastor has undergone. 

Historic Vernon A.M.E. Church which was founded in 1905 in Tulsa, Oklahoma has seen some 
of the worst acts of human behavior. During the Tulsa Race Massacre of 1921 we were building 
our sanctuary on top of our basement that was built in 1919, the sanctuary was destroyed, 
basement burned but still survived the largest race massacre in American history where over 
1256 homes 600 businesses at least 300 people and 10,000 people displaced in 18 hours. 
Immediately afterward bodies were dumped in mass graves and the survivors either left or 
were put into concentration camps. No insurance claim was paid, no one was ever charged with 
a crime.  

Instead of relocating the congregation of Vernon in 1925 with no help from our insurance 
company or city began building the sanctuary. Today we worship in that same sanctuary and 
still have the original basement which today is the only thing we have left from Black Wall 
Street that survived the Massacre. Due to decades of systematic actions that caused people to 
leave Greenwood such as Urban Renewal (we call removal) and the building of the interstate 
right next to the church with no off ramp, membership has suffered and funds dried up so 
much that we have half a century of deferred maintenance which now has compounded. 
Nonetheless, when Covid19 hit the world God spoke and instructed me to feed His people. This 
135 member church with an 85% membership over the age of 65 pulled our meager resources 
together trusted God watched Him work and now 7 months later we have given out over 
200,000 meals. 

It is my prayer that with your support we can feed even more. And also turn the exterior wall of 
our basement which has survived the worst race massacre in American history to become a 
Prayer Wall of Black Wall Street for the purpose of praying for Racial Healing of the whole 
world. It will be a place where prayer can be done at anytime by anyone of any faith. Please do 
what you can to make this a reality by the centennial of the Race Massacre in May. 

I know that God can make all things knew, during this Advent Season I am waiting with a 
jubilant expectancy to see what God will do through this feeding ministry and prayer wall. I am 
grateful to join Bishop Poulson in this appeal to the entire Episcopal Church in Oklahoma I 
want to sincerely thank you in advance for whatever you are able to do! 

May God bless you all! 

 
Rev. Dr. Robert R.A. Turner 
Pastor, Historic Vernon AME Church  


