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Easter Message 2021 

Greetings to my friends in Christ in the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma! 

As we enter our second Easter in this COVID pandemic, we may well feel exhausted, and a little 
discouraged. Who among us could have imagined, one year ago, that we would still be wrestling 
with this plague in the Easter of 2021? 

The cost of this pandemic has been high: lives lost, and livelihoods. And familiar patterns disrupted. 
As my family and I have experienced recently, COVID -19 is no joke. It is a highly contagious 
pathogen, spreading quickly before symptoms even appear. We are grateful to be fully recovered, 
and thank you for your many kind messages and prayers for our health. We have truly felt your love. 

Despite the many challenges, there is so much for which to be grateful this Easter. Our 
congregations and institutions have been resilient beyond our imagining, with God’s help. We have 
embraced technology, served the most vulnerable, found new ways to worship, stayed connected 
with one another, and done remarkable things in this past year, by God’s grace.  

We raised $165,000 for Historic Vernon AME Church, together, and recently established the 
Georgia Gates camp scholarship. We’ve persevered, and moved ahead. 

And in recent weeks, the COVID vaccines have brought new hope for a not so distant future when 
we will be able to worship as before, and share food, fellowship, and laughter. Things are getting 
better, and the end of this pandemic way well be in sight. I anticipate some significant changes to 
our COVID protocols by Pentecost. 

 

Still, of all of the reasons to be hopeful this week, the most important is our Easter faith, which is 
the very heart of the Christian life.  

How tempting it is to see Easter resurrection as something in the past and future only. In the past: 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, bursting from the grave that first Easter morning. In 
the future: the sure and certain hope of the resurrection that comforts us with the belief that we, and 
all the faithful departed, will be raised to eternal life, as the fulfillment of Christ’s return. 

Past and future resurrection are both true, both essential. But they are not all there is. There is also 
resurrection in the present. That same divine power that raised Jesus, and that will raise the dead, is 
accessible, by God’s grace, and especially through the sacramental life of the Church, to help us 
witness to that kingdom that is coming. 

Resurrection that was, and is, and is to come, is the power not to resuscitate what has been, but to 
renew, and to transform. 

In the coming months and years, you will be hearing a lot from me about congregational vitality. 
Vitality is not a wonky set of best practices, a checklist for congregations which, if marked, 
automatically give energy and vision. There are useful techniques and tools, to be sure, but “vitality” 
at its heart simply means “life,” as in the phrase “vital signs.” 
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Our congregations and institutions, our whole diocese will be most vital, most alive, when we are 
grafted into the flowering Cross of Jesus Christ. We are alive, Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, not 
for anything we are doing alone, but because Christ is alive!  

May we share that abundant life, that is for all who believe, with boldness this Easter, and beyond! 
May we share the Good News with all who need to hear it, among our families, friends, and 
communities.  

My friends, the Church may grow weary, but will never die. The Church lives, and will always live, 
because our savior lives. 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen! The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!! 

 


