START WITH THE “WHY”

BECAUSE GOD
DID FIRST

TO BE A BLESSING
TO OTHERS

TO EXPAND
GOD’S KINGDOM

TO DISCOVER TRUE
AND LASTING JOY
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We practice generosity because God has generously blessed us in every way. Our generous giving is a
response to God’s outrageous goodness fully expressed in the Gospel.
He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your womb, the crops of
your land—your grain, new wine and olive oil—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your ﬂocks in the land
he swore to your ancestors to give you. You will be blessed more than any other people -Deuteronomy 7:13-14a

We practice generosity in order to share the blessing of God with those who have many diﬀerent kinds of
needs. Our generous giving provides a place for worship, learning, hope, healing, freedom, and meeting
people’s tangible needs.
In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words
the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ -Acts 20:35

Our generous gifts empower our ministry of sharing the good news of God’s love for all people as we work for
justice, righteousness and peace.
But seek ﬁrst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. -Matthew 6:33

When we learn the lessons of generosity and practice them in our lives, we discover new joy and
cheerfulness. Generosity brings joy!
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. -2 Corinthians 9:6-7

REACH OUT TO GOD
Prayerfully seek God’s guidance as you make your commitment decision. Ask God “What do you want to do in me and
through me to accomplish your purposes?”

COMMIT TO FOLLOW GOD’S LEADING
Before you even know any speciﬁcs, chisel the conviction in your heart that you will listen to the Spirit and step out in
obedient faith.

EVALUATE YOUR RESOURCES

Consider everything God has put under your stewardship. Review the “Practical Strategies Guide” below and other
out-of-the-box ways that you can increase your contribution.

NAIL DOWN YOUR COMMITMENT

You have wisely considered how your resources can be compiled for a generous, sacriﬁcial commitment. You have
listened for God’s prompting to step out in faith. It’s time to determine your best commitment and trust God to help you
successfully fulﬁll it. Remember that you are giving over and above your regular giving, but this does not have to be in
equal increments over the two-year period of the campaign. You might be able to give more in year two than in year one.
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CONSIDER A COMBINATION OF THESE FIVE PRACTICAL AND CREATIVE STRATEGIES FOR YOUR T R A N S F O R M COMMITMENT.
THESE ARE REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES OF HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN CREATIVE WITH THEIR GENEROSITY.

PRIORITY BUDGETING

Do you want to rearrange priorities to give up something in your current budget in order to give more? Are there any planned expenditures
such as a new car, vacation, home remodeling, or other major purchase that you can postpone?

REDIRECTING PRESENT EXPENDITURES

Do you have any loans, such as a car payment, that will be settled during the campaign? Any short-term expenditures, such as school tuition
expenses, that will ﬁnish up during the campaign? Once these expenses are paid oﬀ, those funds which are already part of someone’s budget
can be redirected to T R A N S F O R M .

EXTRA INCOME OR WORK

Are you aware of an expected bonus, an upcoming salary raise, or anticipated tax return? Do you have any extra time you could use to get a
part time job (this is often true for adults with grown children away from home and retired/semi-retired couples)? Do you have a hobby or
interest that you can turn into a sales venue?

PERSONAL PROPERTY AND CASH

Do you have any real estate, collectibles, or recreational vehicles (such as a camper, boat, motorcycle) that you feel led to sell? Any savings
funds you want to give? Has God blessed you with any unexpected cash?

APPRECIATED ASSETS

Do you have any stocks, bonds or other securities that you want to contribute to the TRANSFORM initiative? There are potential tax advantages
to this type of transaction, but there are also potential penalties. Before making a contribution of this type, we encourage you to consult your
CPA, tax attorney, or ﬁnancial advisor.

ONE LAST CONSIDERATION
Before your ﬁnal decision is made, evaluate the commitment you are planning on making by considering these questions:
1. Does the amount I am contributing require me to trust God?
2. Does the amount I am contributing represent a genuine sacriﬁce for God?
3. Does the amount I am contributing accurately express my level of thanks for the ways Christ and His church have
blessed me/my family?
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After prayerfully considering all the Lord has given them, a LifeSpring family decides they can commit $14,000 from a savings account. They
have an old painting that they can sell for $1,600 and then give that money as part of their ﬁrst gift. The husband receives a bonus of at least
$1,200 each year that they could commit for the two years of the T R A N S F O R M initiative. Finally, the family wants to step out on faith to
commit $75 per week above their regular tithes. This member family’s worksheet would result in a commitment of $25,800.

$15,600
CURRENT GIFT

Given for Commitment
Weekend: First Gifts

+

$7,800
INCREMENTAL GIFTS
Given over 2 years

$75 x 52 WEEKS x 2 YEARS

+

$2,400
FUTURE ONE-TIME GIFTS
Given as bonuses are
received

=

TOTAL

$25,800

After much prayer, an individual at LifeSpring decides that if they give up part of the premium channels in their cable service they can save $5
per week. They determine that they can contribute $1,000 of the $10,000 inheritance that they received from an uncle’s estate, but must wait for
the CD in which it was placed to mature. They decide that they can put oﬀ the big vacation they have been saving for and contribute the $800
they have saved so far for that. Finally, this person thinks they can contribute an extra $18 per week above their regular tithes, but they really want
to step out on faith so they decide they will plan to give $25 per week instead. This individual’s worksheet would result in a commitment of $4,920.

$800
CURRENT GIFT

Given for Commitment
Weekend: First Gifts

+

$3,120
INCREMENTAL GIFTS
Given over 2 years

$25 x 52 WEEKS x 2 YEARS
$5 x 52 WEEKS x 2 YEARS

+

$1,000
FUTURE ONE-TIME GIFTS
Given when CD matures
January 2020

=

TOTAL

$4,920

A single mom with a teenage son doesn’t have any ﬁnancial margin, but she knows how big an impact the LifeSpring student Ministry is making
in her son’s life and wants to see that ministry help others in similar situations. She decides to give the proceeds of a recent garage sale as an
up-front gift of $100. She has been thinking about reﬁnancing her mortgage and learns that she can save $150 a month by doing this. She
prayerfully decides to use $75/month to reduce debt and give the other $75/month toward the TRANSFORM initiative over the next two years.
Her son plans to mow lawns next summer and would like to give $200 from this next year.

$100
CURRENT GIFT

Given for Commitment
Weekend: First Gifts

+

$1,800
INCREMENTAL GIFTS
Given over 2 years

$75 x 12 MONTHS x 2 YEARS

+

$200
FUTURE ONE-TIME GIFTS
Given as bonuses are
received

=

TOTAL

$2,100
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PERSONAL COMMITMENT WORKSHEET
FIRST GIFTS

GIVEN ON COMMITMENT WEEKEND, MAY 19-20

cash gifts from checking/savings account, sale of jewelry, real estate, collectibles, etc.

+

INCREMENTAL GIFTS

sacriﬁcal gift weekly/monthly/annually for 2 years

___________ x ___________ = ___________

[amount]

[number of payments]

FUTURE ONE TIME GIFTS

+

SECURITIES

+

cash available when a CD matures, expected bonus at the end of the year, proceeds for
the sale of a recreational vehicle, etc.

stocks, bonds, etc. (Consult your CPA, tax attorney, or ﬁnancial advisor before making a
gift of this type.)

TOTAL
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GIVING CHART
Gifts
Needed
1
1
2
3
5
5
10
13
12
14
14
20
17

2-Year
Commitment
$100,000
$75,000
$50,000
$40,000
$30,000
$20,000
$14,000
$7,500
$7,000
$5,000
$2,500
$1,000
$500

Annual
Gift of
$50,000
$37,500
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$7,000
$3,750
$3,500
$2,500
$1,250
$500
$250

Weekly
Gift of
$961.54
$721.15
$480.77
$384.62
$288.46
$192.31
$134.62
$72.12
$67.31
$48.08
$24.04
$9.62
$4.81

Cumulative
Total
$100,000
$175,000
$275,000
$395,000
$545,000
$645,000
$785,000
$882,500
$966,500
$1,036,500
$1,071,500
$1,091,500
$1,100,000

This Gift Chart shows what it’s going to
take to reach our 1.1 million goal. There
are a few larger, lead gifts and lots of
smaller ones. Our goal can be achieved
with substantial commitments from
those who have the capability plus a lot
of
people
making
sacriﬁcial
commitments of varying levels.
As you look over the chart, start at the
top and work your way down until you
ﬁnd a level where you ﬁnd some comfort.
That is usually the place we start. If God
deals with you as He does with so many,
He never seems to leave us where we
are comfortable. He always calls us to
take a bigger step of faith, to trust Him
more, to grow in the grace of giving. Find
the level where you feel a level of
comfort and then allow God's Spirit to
lead you from there.

ADVANCE COMMITMENT GATHERING
On May 6, we are going to have a special gathering we are calling the Advance Commitment Gathering. We are following the giving model
found in 1 Chronicles 29, asking leaders and pacesetters in the congregation to make their commitments to T R A N S F O R M ﬁrst. On that
day, you will have the opportunity to give your conﬁdential commitment that God has led you to. Then on May 13, following the example in 1
Chronicles 29, we will announce to the congregation how leaders have generously taken the ﬁrst steps to T R A N S F O R M . That special
announcement, more than any other single thing in this initiative, can have a wonderfully positive impact on the congregation. It establishes
the vision as something of great importance. It demonstrates the momentum of the T R A N S F O R M initiative. Church members think "I
better get on board before this thing passes me by." It establishes credibility for the T R A N S F O R M initiative. As leaders we are saying,
"We are not asking you to do something that we ourselves have not already done.“
The Advance Commitment Gathering will be an incredible celebration as these commitments represent our sensitivity to the Spirit,
surrender to God, trust in Christ, and commitment to the LifeSpring vision.

SEE YOU ON MAY 6!
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OFFERING BASKET
There are designated T R A N S F O R M BUILDING FUND envelopes in
the back of each chair. Place your contribution in the envelope and place
in the basket when passed during service.

ONLINE
Go to the LifeSpring website: lscommunity.org
Click GIVE and ﬁll out the giving information and designate
T R A N S F O R M BUILDING FUND under GIVING TYPE.

LIFESPRING COMMUNITY APP
Go to the LifeSpring Community App.
Click GIVE and ﬁll out the giving information and designate
T R A N S F O R M BUILDING FUND under GIVING TYPE.

PUSHPAY APP
If you have the app on your mobile device, give to LIFESPRING HARRISON.
Fill out the giving information and designate
T R A N S F O R M BUILDING FUND under GIVING TYPE.

26

