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Reaching Out -« Reaching Reaching Others

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, July 26, 2026

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY BLESSING

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as Ais days increase; bless and guide #im wherever he may be. Strengthen him
when /e stands; comfort 4im when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he fall; and in his heart may thy
peace which passes understanding abide all the days of 4is life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Word of God

ENTRANCE HYMN Not here for high and holy things (Morning song) (verses 1-3)
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OPENING ACCLAMATION

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Powell)
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and
multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal,
that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER DURING TRANSITION

Gracious God, during this time of transition we pray for our parish family. As we experience this time of
uncertainty, we thank you for your presence and guidance. Help us to be genuine in our self-reflection,
tireless in our commitment, and patient in our discernment. Assist us in living hopefully into the future. We
pray for the priest you are preparing to answer our call, that they will be our spiritual guide and companion
as we strive to honor you in all that we do. We ask this in Christ’s name. Amen.

The Lessons

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
The people sit.

A Reading from the First book of Kings.

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.”
°And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept
for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ’And now, O LORD my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. “And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind
to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

"It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ''God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 119:129-136 (8AM ONLY)
Remain seated.

129Y our decrees are wonderful; *
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
““When your word goes forth it gives light; *
it gives understanding to the simple.
51T open my mouth and pant; *
I long for your commandments.
’Turn to me in mercy, *
as you always do to those who love your Name.
“Steady my footsteps in your word; *
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
“Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
and I will keep your commandments.
“Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
and teach me your statutes.
*My eyes shed streams of tears, *
because people do not keep your law.

SEQUENCE HYMN The Christ who died but rose again (St. Magnus) (10AM ONLY) (H 447)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 A/l stand.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘[Another parable Jesus put before the crowds:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field;*it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

“He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

#*Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; “on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7*“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
“when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *So it will
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *’and throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

’“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” *?’And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what

1s new and what is old.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

THE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

The Rev. William Hesse

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Poulson our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation especially the Linch, Lowe & Lance families.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. For the Holy Churches of God, especially the Church of
the Good Shepherd, Sapulpa, OK, The Anglican Church of Tanzania.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Confession
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen



The Holy Communion

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. Psalm 50:14

(H 488)

OFFERTORY HYMN Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart (Slane)
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Celebrant All things come of thee O’ Lord

People And of thine own have we given thee.

(10AM SUNG) DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host:
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for
the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your
eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread

FRACTION ANTHEM
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER
A prayer for those worshipping virtually to be unified in Communion with Christ.

Leader

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. Iremember your death, Lord Christ; I
proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today in the
Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me
with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this

life and in the life to come. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father
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PRAYER FOR SENDING FORTH EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
On Sundays when Eucharistic Visitors are taking communion out, they are commissioned as follows:

Celebrant: In order that all may receive Holy Eucharist today N.N. & N.N. will be taking communion to N.N.

Celebrant and People: In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that
those to whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ's body and blood. We, who are
many, are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. AMEN.

Celebrant Go in peace.
RECOGNITION AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE REV. NANCY K. BRIDGES

Deacon Nancy: On the seventeenth of June, 2001, I began service as deacon at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
Edmond. For twenty-five years I have, with God’s help and to the best of my abilities, exercised this trust,
accepting its privileges and responsibilities. Now, [ have been called to retire from the active ministry of this
church. After prayer and careful consideration I have accepted that call. My public tenure as a deacon at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church ends this day. I am grateful for your support for my family and me over these past
twenty-five years, thankful for your prayers, and confident that God will continue to bless and protect each of
vou and guide and direct the ministry of this congregation.

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

O God, you have bound us together for a time as deacon and people to work for the advancement of your
kingdom in this place: We give you humble and hearty thanks for the ministry which we have shared in
these years now past.

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us, for the blessing of family and
friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on every side. We thank you for setting us at tasks
that demanded our best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which have satisfied and delighted
us. We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that have led us to acknowledge our
dependence on you alone.

We thank you for opening our hearts and minds again and again to your Word, for feeding us
abundantly with the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of your Son and for sending forth people to serve
in your name. We are grateful for your never-failing presence with us through these years, and for the
deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained.

Silence

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his life;
for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame
death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.

Silence. Then the people continue
Now, we pray, be with Nancy as she retires and with us who will continue in ministry here; and grant

that all of us, by drawing ever nearer to you, may always be close to one another in the communion of
your saints. All this we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.



POST-COMMUNION HYMN "Thy kingdom come!' on bended knee (St. Flavian) (H 615)
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People: You have often dismissed us with these words, which we now say for you and your family: Go in
peace to love and serve the Lord.

Deacon: Thanks be to God.

THE PEACE
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

People are invited to greet one another in the name of Christ.
Please join the reception in honor of Deacon Nancy in the Parish Hall.
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