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Ephesians 3:1-21 NASB1995
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— ? if indeed you have

heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by revelation there
was made known to me the mystery, as | wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when you read
you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, > which in other generations was not
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in
the Spirit; ®to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body,
and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, ” of which | was made
a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of
His power.  To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unfathomable riches of Christ, °and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 1°so that the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the
heavenly places. 1 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord,*?in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in
Him. 13 Therefore | ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your
glory. 14 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 1°> from whom every family in heaven and
on earth derives its name, °that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, ¥¥*may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, *° and to
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of
God. ?°Now to Him who isable to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works within us, 2! to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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1. THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE MYSTERY.

Ephesians 3:1-6 NASB1995

For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2 if indeed you
have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by revelation
there was made known to me the mystery, as | wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when

you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, > which in other generations
was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and
prophets in the Spirit; ® to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of
the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,...

Philippians 1:12—14 (NASB 1995)
"Now | want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater

progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known
throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and that most of the brethren,
trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of
God without fear."

Colossians 1:26—27 NASB1995
that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now
been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory

of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Galatians 3:28-29 NASB1995
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s

descendants, heirs according to promise."
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2. PAUL'S MINISTRY AND HUMILITY.

Ephesians 3:7-13 NASB1995
7of which | was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to

me according to the working of His power. 8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was

given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, ° and to bring to light what is
the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all
things; 1% so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to
the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 1 This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, >in whom we have boldness
and confident access through faith in Him. 3 Therefore | ask you notto lose heart at my
tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.

1 Timothy 1:12—14 NASB1995
"I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful,

putting me into service, even though | was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent
aggressor. Yet | was shown mercy because | acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our
Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus."

1 Corinthians 1:27-29 NASB1995
but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the

weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world
and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that
are, so that no man may boast before God.
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2 Corinthians 12:9 NASB1995
And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most
gladly, therefore, | will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell

in me.

3. CONFIDENCE THROUGH CHRIST.

Ephesians 3:12-13 NASB1995
12in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 13 Therefore | ask you

not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.

Hebrews 10:19-22 NASB1995
"Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,

by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water."

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NKJV
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the

inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
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2 Corinthians 4:16—18 NLV
This is the reason we do not give up. Our human body is wearing out. But our spirits are

getting stronger every day. 1’ The little troubles we suffer now for a short time are making us
ready for the great things God is going to give us forever. ¥ We do not look at the things that
can be seen. We look at the things that cannot be seen. The things that can be seen will come
to an end. But the things that cannot be seen will last forever.

4. PAUL'S PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL STRENGTH.

Ephesians 3:14-19 NASB1995
14 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 1> from whom every family in heaven and

on earth derives its name, 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, ¥’ so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 1 may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, *° and to
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness
of God.

5. DOXOLOGY: GOD’S UNLIMITED POWER.

Ephesians 3:20-21 NASB1995
Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according

to the power that works within us, %1 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations forever and ever. Amen.

LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. Paul refers to himself as "the very least of all saints" and emphasizes that his ministry is a gift of

grace (Ephesians 3:7-9). How does Paul’s humility inspire or challenge your own view of serving
others?
e In what ways can we guard against pride in our service and instead reflect God’s grace?

2. Paul says we have "boldness and confident access" to God through faith in Christ (Ephesians 3:12—
13). How does this truth impact the way you approach prayer or your relationship with God?
¢ What might be holding you back from fully embracing this boldness, and how can the group
support you in overcoming it?
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3. Paul explains that God’s wisdom is revealed through the church to "rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10-14). What does this say about the role and significance of the
church in God’s eternal plan?

e How can we, as a group, better reflect God’s wisdom and purpose in our community and
beyond?

4. Paul prays that believers would comprehend the "breadth and length and height and depth" of
Christ’s love (Ephesians 3:14-21). How have you personally experienced God’s limitless love, and
how does it shape your faith journey?

e How can we, as a group, encourage one another to grow deeper in understanding and
experiencing God'’s love?
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