THIS WEEK
Sunday, December 23rd
Monday, December 24th

th

Tuesday, December 25
Wednesday, December 26th
Thursday, December 27th
Friday, December 28th
Sunday, December 30th

9:30am Worship/Fourth Sunday of Advent
8am Zumba
5:30pm Family Worship-Christmas Story and
Mitten Tree Offering
8pm Candlelight Worship
11pm Candlelight Worship
Parish Office Closed
8:30am Zumba
10am Yoga
Parish Office Closed
8:30am Aerobics
8:30am Aerobics
9:30am Worship
5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Rev. Pat Smith
Rev. Dan Hollis
Staff
Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate
Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator
First Parish Church Lay Leaders
Jan Jonas, Moderator
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk
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LOVE

Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite,
courageously include, and generously serve all with
compassion and grace.
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship;
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families,
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our
community and the world.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23TH, 2017 ~ 9:30 AM WORSHIP
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (CANDLE OF LOVE )
* Please stand if you are able. All people are invited to read bold face liturgy.
PRELUDE

Four Carol Settings
Gordon Young (1919-1998)
1. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
2. While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night
3. Away In a Manger
4. The First Nowell

THE INVITATION

In Christ, God comes as the light of the world.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor Dan Hollis

CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE
The Scapicchio Family
Choir: Love is of God. God is Love. Love makes the world go round – animating and
sustaining life.
God called the galaxies into being, bringing order out of chaos.
God sent Christ into the world to bring restoration to all creation.
Christ’s gospel of reconciliation turned the tables on Rome’s system of oppression.
Christ overturned tables of greed and corruption and sets a table of grace, where all
have a place.
Christ brings healing and redemption to a world that longs for wholeness.
We rejoice that we have been made whole in Christ’s love!
Christ calls us together to be a community of love and justice.
We will be shepherds of God’s love and light to a world ready to be illumined with the
wonder of God!
Hope, peace, joy, and love encircling the world, with Christ’s light at the center: this is the
ancient vision of the Advent wreath. We light these candles to remember what has already
happened: Christ has come to dwell among us. Christ has redeemed and reconciled the world.
Love always wins!
“LONG AGO, PROPHETS KNEW”

Congregational

United Church of Christ

WINTER FAITH FEATURES

TODAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*OPENING HYMN

First Parish Church

No. 167

Christmas Calendar of Events
Monday, December 24
Family Worship – Christmas Story and Mitten Tree Offering
5:30pm First Parish Sanctuary
Sanctuary Choir and Candlelight Worship
8pm First Parish Sanctuary
Gina Connolly, soloist and Candlelight Worship
11pm First Parish Sanctuary
Sunday, December 30
First Sunday After Christmas
Special Music

From the Financial Secretary
For those that requested church envelopes for 2019, they are available for pick up in
Moody Hall.
For those wanting envelopes, you can request them by checking the appropriate box on
your Estimate of Giving card or by sending an email to finsec@firstparishyork.net

The Family Service at 5:30pm on Christmas Eve will feature the
Mitten Tree again this year. We will collect children’s and teens’
mittens, hats, scarves and socks. Additionally this year we will be
collecting new and gently used coats and boots for children and
teens. Monetary donations are also accepted. The clothing will be
distributed to students at local schools and the York Community
Services Association.

*HOSPITALITY MOMENT
Pastor Dan Hollis
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)
ADVENT PRAYER
Lord God, give us the courage to love fiercely as witnesses to Christ, and the faith to
share Good News of your love for all people. As Christmas is upon us, may we be truly
loving in all ways, in the name of Jesus who grew up and taught us to pray…
The Poinsettias are given in loving remembrance/honor of:
Felix and Irene Wierzba and John and Josephine Donlan from Sue and Dennis Wierzaba
Maxwell, Helen, Priscilla, Lois and Jackie from Bill
My mother, Noella Nowak on Christmas Eve birthday and my father, Edward Nowak
from Elaine Finkowski
Kim and Sis Stanwood from Hal and Polly Stanwood
David Bardwell from his family
Philip’s parents, Dr. and Mrs. Roger Drew from Philip and Linda Drew
Linda’s mom, June Lee (Sentry Hall) from Philip and Linda Drew
With loving gratitude fro our new church family at First Parish Church from Philip and
Linda Drew
Phyllis and Stanley Mugridge and Florence Gough from Susan and Don Gough

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ANTHEM

Reverend Pat Smith

"MY DANCING DAY"
Mark Burrows (b. 1971)
Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; I would my true love did so chance
to see the legend of my play, to call my true love to my dance.
Then I was born of a virgin pure, of her I took fleshly substance.
Thus was I knit to man’s nature to call my true love to my dance.
First Parish Sanctuary Choir

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
HYMN
SCRIPTURE
SERMON

“TO A MAID WHOSE NAME WAS MARY”
(verses 1, 2, 3, and 6 only)
Matthew 1:18-25
“SURPRISE! SURPRISE!”

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

No. 171

N.T.1
Reverend Pat Smith

“IN DULCI JUBILO” (“IN SWEET JOY” )

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT
No. 34
Ever-giving God, in this season of sharing we offer ourselves to you. As you gave the
wondrous gift of your child Jesus to teach us, lead us, guide us, and renew our lives, may our
gifts of self and service help to bring about your reign on earth. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN

“LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, O MIGHTY GATES”

*THE BENEDICTION AND THREEFOLD AMEN

No. 176

Reverend Pat Smith

POSTLUDE “BREAK FORTH INTO JOY” (from The Christmas Oratorio)

Bach

TODAY’S GREETERS: Greeting you this morning are Steven, Jill, Garrett, Griffin and Jeffrey
Ouellette.
COFFEE HOUR: Please join us for coffee in Fellowship Hall after worship.
WELCOME GUESTS! We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.
Please fill in the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our
Pastors’ regular email devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate. If you have any
questions, please introduce yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of
our Hospitality Team (wearing yellow name tags). Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship
for coffee and refreshments and meet our friendly fellow parishioners.
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO: All children come into church with your family. After the Children’s
Message, children will meet their teachers in the narthex. PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level
classrooms and grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall. After
services, parents are asked to come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up
your children.
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the
downstairs of the church. Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children.
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s
table who wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents
would like their children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first
Sunday of every month), you will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or
Nursery attendants so that you can go and retrieve your children at the appropriate time.
PASTORAL CARE: We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you will let
us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care. York
Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we
will know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us
and let us know.
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY. The front half of the sanctuary will
exit to the front of the church through the two side doors. The back half of the sanctuary will exit
to the back of the sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church. The
Deacons will help anyone in the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower
level.

The Poinsettias are given in loving remembrance/honor of:
My husband, Dick Nelson and my parents, Wayne and Aili Kangas, from Sandy Nelson
Martha and Gordon Annett from Janet and Larry Cassidy
Charles and Marian Copenhaver, Erwin and Kitty Jonas, from Jan and Per Jonas
Dr. Kenneth and Nancy Leigh, from children and grandchildren
My husband and best friend who provided me with many years of happiness from Carol
Macdonald
Ruth and Willis Parsons and Sophie and Duncan Carson, from Duncan and Linda Carson
and family
Tenny Donnelly from her family
Jerry Ilaria from wife, Terrie and son, Cory
Loved ones from Bill and Nancy Purinton
Our parents and dear friends from Chuck and Karen Landry
Keith Paulison and Judy Claudy from Barbara and Phil Claudy
In honor of our grandma, Sandy Nelson; in memory of our grandparents, Dick Nelson and
Jane and Donald Schrimper from Logan and Maya Schrimper
Gerben and Janna Dijkstra, Meije and Maria van Netten, George and Marge Bernius,
Helen and Jim Hedges from Jonna, Jalmar, Quin and Zoey Dijkstra
Lucille and Milton Piepul, Doris and Fred Stevens from the Stevens family
The Forrest Ames family, the Joseph Pike family and other loved ones from Priscilla and
Tom Pike
Joseph and Margaret Wilson, my parents from Joseph L. Wilson
Ruth and Abbott Trueman and Lauretta Abbott from Chris Briley
Joyce Hutchinson and Betty Lindop from Laura and Chris Lindop
Alan O. Bagrud from Judy Bagrud
Mom love Ida
Loved ones from Diana and George Parton
My husband Donald Stewart and my son John R. Stewart from Helen Stewart
Our loved ones from Ray and Kay Hamlin

